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Dear Parents/Carers,

• The Green Team

I will begin this term’s newsletter with how
I ended the last… when I said “I hope to be
able to share our next exciting plans in
the spring.” Well spring has sprung and
indeed I do have the very great pleasure of
sharing some very, very, very, good news for St.
Crispin’s.

• Performing Arts

As
I
have
mentioned
in
previous
correspondence, our school has been and
continues to be very popular with families. We
are full in all year groups with substantial
waiting lists at all stages.
Families and
especially those with younger children will
probably be aware that in the older years of
primary school there are a greater number of
children than future secondary school places.
Earlier this year Wokingham Local Authority
asked all secondary schools if they might be
able to accommodate additional classes from
September 2022 and beyond. As you may

• Sports Round-Up

know, St. Crispin’s along with The Emmbrook
School are part of The Circle Trust and so both
schools being uniquely placed in the west and
east of the town were very pleased to jointly
offer additional places. To accommodate this
growth, the Local Authority have generously
committed to a very significant capital
investment (several million) for St. Crispin’s
which will vastly improve the site for our current
and future students.
In partnership with the Local Authority and The
Circle Trust we have curated a multi-year
capital investment plan with the following key
commitments (and as importantly the funds
committed to it!) for our school site which
include: (see overleaf)

The last day of term is Friday 8th April. Years 10-13 will be dismissed from 12.15pm and Years 7-9
from 12.40pm
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Redesign of dining facilities
It would be true to say that since the school was
first established in 1953 that the core facilities
have not been improved nor scaled to our
current/future school population. They now
accommodate numbers well beyond their
original design.

Before you watch the video here two
words of explanation. Firstly - Mr Hinchliff,
Senior Deputy Headteacher, did not think
he would feature as door man. He was innocently
holding the door open for the architect team.
Less forgivable is that I jokingly said that “I
wanted my face in bricks” on the wall – hence the
rather alarming feature later in the video…

This is our restaurant as it was originally
conceived.

Most parents will know that we have never let
this actual space contain our ambition and “The
Restaurant” provides a wonderfully high
standard of food that students enjoy – a lot!
Nevertheless, our school community should also
have a great space in which to eat great food
and socialise and to this end the capital
improvement for this area of the school will be
substantial.
Substantial and deeply based on some
conceptual work done “gratis” by a parent at St.
Crispin’s with his firm’s expertise and time gifted
by
the
Managing
Director
https://
www.situplan.co.uk/
The very generous gift of expertise has
deepened our understanding of the school
buildings use beyond measure and has served
as the basis of all capital ambitions for the
future. The company created a short video
concept for our current dining space so that it
might be significantly extended. I do very much
hope that you might take a moment to watch
the video. It is very impressive and gives
parents a real sense of the “Excellence for All”
ambition for the future.

The real beauty of the design is how
sympathetically and intelligently the team have
reflected the historic significance of the school
buildings. They have put that at the heart of their
thinking including sustainability priorities fit for
our present times and one hopes many years to
come. What I hope you see in the video is the
conceptual thinking and ambition for all the
capital improvements ahead of us. But it doesn’t
end there! As well as the new dining room area
there will be…

The last day of term is Friday 8th April. Years 10-13 will be dismissed from 12.15pm and Years 7-9 from
12.40pm
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And finally!

New Teaching Accommodation Second half of the Sixth Form
block
Initially and for September 2022 this will be a
prefabricated two-story building. Please do not
mistake this for the old fashioned “terrapin” or
“porta-cabin” buildings you might remember
from your own times at schools. They were oft
far too delicate for the changing season and
rather an eye sore.

Advances in technology mean these buildings
are quite superior to their earlier imitations and
first receipt of a two-story building with the
bottom floor fully working science laboratories,
settled close to the Science Block.
Also…

Additional large spaces and
more changing rooms
To accommodate special events, large
gatherings and public examinations, large
space provisions also feature in the multi-year
investment. Again, akin to the teaching spaces
the start of the new year will see the
construction of temporary changing rooms
which are heated until such time additional
sporting facilities are achieved. As well as
changing rooms there will be additional access
and use of St. Crispin’s Sport Centre.

Woo hoo!
The long awaited, much
anticipated and definitely
longed for second half of
the Sixth Form block will
be the last of the capital
investment programme –
it will be hard to wait for
but most worth the wait.
I temper all of the above with the usual cautions
of everything being subject to planning
permissions and especially so given the
significance of the historic and protected
features of our main buildings at St. C’s.
I appreciate on first sight the buildings might not
look beautiful but they are in fact spectacular in
terms of engineering and architectural design. If
you would like to know more please look at;
ST CRISPIN'S SCHOOL, Wokingham - 1238550 |
Historic England
and
Heritage Mural Restoration - St Crispin's Excellence for allSt Crispin's – Excellence for
all (crispins.co.uk)

The last day of term is Friday 8th April. Years 10-13 will be dismissed from 12.15pm and Years 7-9 from
12.40pm
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Naturally the timing of these improvements will
not distract from but celebrate the school’s rich
history and of course we will seize the
advantage of school holidays and will be
spaced to not overly disrupt the use of the site.

Ofsted

Covid-19 update
I would like it if I didn’t
have
to
mention
Covid at all, alas it is
still featuring, albeit
resigned to lower in
my message than
usual.
Rates of the virus
reached a peak in this
term and I thank parents and students for
enduring a short period of rotating between
home and school learning. The virus, as I write
the newsletter, is on an upward tick again at St.
Crispin’s but I hope it does not hit the heights of
earlier in the year.
My advice remains as ever, that these simple
rules help prevent the spread of the virus and
the wearing of masks is encouraged at the
discretion of the individual. At least as the
warm weather returns the fresh air ventilation
of classrooms becomes more pleasant – of
course the great British summer might make
that assumption wrong!

St. Crispin’s is currently in “the inspection
window” delayed of course by the pandemic. All
inspections are unannounced and on receiving
the call I will of course write to parents to inform
them. You are very much wanted during an
inspection to offer your views of the school and I
would warmly encourage you to do so.
In the meantime, with permission of governance
I have enjoyed the opportunity to train as an
Inspector. The process has given me strong
confidence in the inspection framework and
although I rightly can’t and won’t speak of
details I hope to play my part in myth
debunking and scaremongering about the
system over the coming months. That said I will
naturally be nervous to do our very best when
we ourselves get the call!

Move from SIMS to new MIS
At the completion of this
term and ongoing from
here,
we
will
be
migrating our current
information management system – SIMS to a
new provider Arbor.
I am convinced that it will bring greater
efficiencies to the school but equally know that
changing a system that involves thousands is
both effortful and a challenge…

The last day of term is Friday 8th April. Years 10-13 will be dismissed from 12.15pm and Years 7-9 from
12.40pm
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Move to new MIS continued
Please do be patient with us as we manage the
change. A new parent portal, which will replace
the current portal, Insight, will be launched
during the summer term, so watch this space!
Insight will no longer be available to access from
Monday 25th April. We ask parents to download
any previous grade reports in advance of this
change.
To report an absence from the beginning of
next term, we are asking parents to use the new
email account-absence@crispins.co.uk
Thank you for your patience.

Head Students
This April after a two-year hiatus we are
bringing back our whole school assembly where
I, on behalf of the school, say farewell to our
departing Head Boy and Girl team and welcome
our new leaders.
My warmest thanks for the departing team’s
service to the school. They have undertaken
their role with diligence and enormous resilience
during the interruption to education that Covid
brings. They have as a team been excellent and
we are grateful for all they have done.

Adam Hancock leaves St. Crispin’s to read
Mechanical Engineering at Manchester. Ella
Hawkins is set to attend Royal Holloway to
study Philosophy with Politics. Alice Walters
begins her degree in Falmouth studying
Illustration and Elliott Jedras will be studying
Acting and Performance – he has two offers but
is still undecided as to which one to take!

Luke Cutler

Larissa Kirby

Annabelle Jacklin

Sophie Shaw

All four stood in the Sixth Form Hustings and
were recognised by their peers. I have no doubt
as to the quality of the new team and I am sure
you as parents will meet them as they host and
represent our school and school events in the
year ahead.

The whole school assembly means that the
school will close on Friday 8th April to students in
Years 10–13 at 12.15pm and Years 7–9 at 12.40pm.

Finally
All that remains is to wish all our students and
families a very happy Easter holiday.
All students return to school on Monday 25th
April at 8.30am
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher

This year we also say farewell to the perhaps
rather outdated names of Head Boy and Girl –
instead much like I am a Headteacher not a
Headmistress we rename our most senior
students as Head Students.
I am especially delighted therefore to formally
announce to the school community the very first
Head Students of St. Crispin’s to be:
To report an absence from Monday 25th April - email absence@crispins.co.uk

SCHOOL
NEWS

School news
Reporting an absence from
Monday 25th April

Thank you to everyone who donated on non
uniform day. The final total was an amazing
£1370.20 for Save the Children.
To report an absence from Monday
25th April - email absence@crispins.co.uk

The Green
Team
Sustainability Trip to Nine Mile Ride Primary School
On Friday 4th March, Green Team members
from Years 7 and 10 went to Nine Mile Ride
Primary School to talk about ways that we can
be more sustainable within our lives and school
communities.
We talked to a small group of Year 6 students
about a lot of the big problems – greenhouse
gas emissions, deforestation and the meat
industry, pollution, pesticides and their impacts
on pollinators. We then spoke about what was
already being done and some of the solutions
on a national scale: electric vehicles, legislation,
ocean cleaning and the move to using more
renewable energy. We also brainstormed ways
that we can be more sustainable in our homes
and what schools can do to help.
After sharing our experiences with Nine Mile
Ride students, the joint group then came up
with a few ideas that they could do at school.
They decided that it would be a good idea to
write to their Headteacher to suggest having
window monitors in each classroom who could

make sure that the
windows are closed
at the end of the
day to help reduce
heat loss, especially
in the colder months.
They also thought
that litter picking
was needed more
often to keep their
field safe for wildlife
and looking smart,
especially
during
lunch breaks. The last idea that we discussed
was that they could organise an assembly for
the students to help explain climate change, to
share their ideas for the school and the actions
they can take with their families. We were able
to discuss a lot of things with them and we are
looking forward to seeing what they do in the
future!

Year 10, AB

How your food choices affect the planet
LAND
One to two acres of rainforest are cleared every
second. Livestock uses 45% of the world’s land
mass.

DEFORESTATION
A quarter of the world’s forests are
at risk if meat and dairy consumption
are not reduced dramatically.

WATER

GO VEGAN

55% of water is consumed in the US for
agriculture. The amount of water available for
each person has declined by 20%.

If you went vegan for one day a week you
would save; 1,100 gallons of water, 24 square
feet of forest and 9kg of CO2.

LGBT History Month
During
February,
students
celebrated
LGBT History Month in school. The month
gave students an opportunity to see LGBT
people claim their past while celebrating the
present and the future.
Through activities in tutor time, students learnt
about the inspiring things that LGBT people
have achieved over the years. Finding out
more about the lives of LGBT people will help
tackle bullying, homophobia, lesbophobia,
biphobia and transphobia.
The theme for this year was political artists
and in the first session students explored
sexual orientation and gender identity. They
focussed on what is meant by the term gender
identity and worked on understanding some of
the words that people may use to describe
their own gender identity. Session two saw
students designing a badge for LGBT History
Month 2023. They also explored the theme of
‘The Arc is Long’ and looked at it’s origin from
a Martin Luther King
quote.
What is
They also explored
meant by
what activism is and
the LGBT
what it can look like.
Community?
In a further session,
students
looked
at
‘Transcending
Headlines.’

What do we
mean by
sexual
orientation?

Through this topic they got
to understand why positive
LGBT media representation is so important.

They looked at past media representation and
compared it to present day. Questions were
also asked on how it could be improved in the
future. In the final session students looked at
‘dichotomy prints’. They learnt about the work
of Jean-Michel Basquiat and Doris Brabham
Hatt. By the end of the session students were
able to explain what a ‘dichotomy print’ is and
create simple prints that depict a dichotomy. A
dichotomy is the division of two things that are
different. When you point out a dichotomy you
point out a clear difference between two
groups. For example, light and dark, good and
evil.
You can find out more on The Proud Trust’s
website - https://www.theproudtrust.org/

Diversity, Equity
And Inclusion
Inclusivity at St. Crispin’s
– Why it’s Important
As a student who has lived all over the world
and studied in multiple countries, race and
colour is something that I’ve always had to be
aware of. Whether it be classmates
mispronouncing my name or being seen as
‘exotic’ when I bring rice to school instead of a
sandwich, cultural differences have followed
me wherever I go.

In today’s world, many societies are multicultural and international - with different races,
nationalities, cultures and religions mixing
together to form a human rainbow.
Unfortunately, this human rainbow often
causes discontent, whether it be in a social or
professional sense; racially motivated friend
groups forming, prejudices in the workplace, or
even just a comment thrown while you’re on
the street, which may seem casual but isn’t.
Certain communities are treated as ‘different’ –
and not in a nice way.
I’m of Indian descent and know that I am very
privileged to not have faced very many issues
regarding my skin colour and race. Sadly, this
is not the same for a lot of people who, like me,
stand out in a predominantly white society.
As a child, I didn’t even know what race meant,
and it never hindered my relationships with

those around me who looked different to me. In
many families however, racial prejudices are
passed down unconsciously, leading to another
child being left out of a group activity because
no one knows how to say her name, or being
‘teased’ because their hair looks different.
The community at St. Crispin’s is diverse, with
students of multiple nationalities and races
mingling
together,
forming
friendships
regardless of race or colour of skin.
As a younger generation, we tend to be a lot
more open when it comes to cultural and racial
differences and it bothers us less than perhaps
more intolerant older generations.
This is why it is important for us as a community
to be able to spread the ideas of racial equity
and how being inclusive of all races, colours and
cultures is the right thing to do. Not only does
this allow students of different races and
nationalities to feel comfortable in their own skin
and cultural identity, it also helps get rid of
previous prejudice and microaggressions that
have built up in our society without us knowing.

Akshita Tripathy, Year 12

Reading Fluency

Did you know?
Reading is a complex task, for which
several skills need to be mastered and
undertaken. For example: phonics
knowledge,
word
recognition,
vocabulary understanding and more.
Research shows that reading fluency is
vital for good comprehension and
understanding of a text.

“Reading is like joy: you can exist without it, but why
would you want to?”
Marcus Sedgewick

But what is reading
fluency?
Reading fluency is the ability
to read accurately and
automatically, as well as with
expression. Without the ability
to
recognise
words
accurately and quickly, reading can be
slow and hard work – taking away so
much mental energy that the reader
struggles to make sense of what they’re
reading.

Reading with expression (also known as
prosody) involves making meaning
through how you use intonation, pace,
volume and pauses, as well as through
where you place emphasis on certain
words. Doing so helps the reader to
understand what they’re reading and
enables them to present this meaning to
others when they’re reading aloud.

“When we read, we can be inspired to
want to build a better world and a
brighter future. So keep reading and
change the world.”
Christopher Edge

Reading Fluency
Continued
How can we help?

•

We are using a range of approaches to
support students with reading fluency,
based on their specific needs. These may
include approaches such as:
•
Being read aloud to by tutors in the
tutor reading programme
•
Reading for pleasure during library
lessons
•
•
Modelling of vocabulary
•
Use of audio books

What can you do to
support your child?
•

•

Read aloud to them, or listen to an
audio book together, so that they can
regularly hear fluent reading of a
variety of texts. They may also
benefit from reading along with the
text so that they can see the words
whilst listening to them.
•

If you feel your child may be resistant
to you reading whole texts or fiction,
you could mention you’ve read an
article they may like and read it to
them. Alternatively, you could listen to
audiobooks in the car or over
breakfast.

Discuss the importance of repetition
and practice with your child. If they
are practising their reading fluency in
school, they may be undertaking
repeated readings of a text, similarly
to if they were to practise a piece of
music, a song or a theatrical
performance.
You
could
share
examples where repeated practice of
something has helped you so that
they can understand the importance
and benefits of the repetition.
If your school sends home short texts
for your child to practise their fluency
with, encourage them to do this. Try
to find time to listen to them and
offer them praise. Be guided by your
school as to whether the reading
expression is ‘mapped out’ following a
modelled reading in school or
whether students are to experiment
with their expression at home. It’s
useful to have a joined-up approach
so that home and school support is
aligned.
Continue to encourage your child to
read, whilst not making it appear as a
‘chore’. Use the PiXL
Parent Support Guide
to get more tips on
how to support them
with this.

Tutor Reading
Programme

All forms in Year 7 and 8 have continued to read
with their form tutors for two mornings a week.
This allows them to all read along and enjoy the
same story. The tutors are hoping to model
reading fluency for the students and an
opportunity to discuss key issues and new
vocabulary. We really hope this helps and
encourages students to read more regularly.
Here are some recommendations of books
students may like to read…

The book we read was called Floodland. The
story is set when the sea has flooded most of the
land. The main character is a girl called Zoe who
is trying to find her parents because they were
separated when the flooding happened.
The highlights are that you never know what is
going to happen next. The evil in the world
became good and it showed people to never
give up hope.
Hattie
The book we read in form was Floodland by
7AGR have been
Marcus Sedgwick, It is set in Norwich and is
based on a girl called Zoe. The whole of England
reading… Floodland
was turned into sea with only a few islands left.
She is determined to find her parents and find
We read this book in form time every Tuesday out why they didn’t come back for her.
and Thursday. The story is set in flooded future Nieve
England about a girl whose parents left her
behind mistakenly and who goes on a journey to 7JLT have been
find them but ends up coming across unhelpful
reading… Night Bus Hero
men on an island.
Maxime
Floodland is a powerful and emotive book.
Imagine in the distant future, England is covered It was a great book. It was about homeless
by water and Norwich is an island. The main people I would recommend it. 5 stars. It was
character is a 10 year old girl called Zoe. She was really adventurous and I really liked it.
left behind on the island in confusion when her Hope
parents escaped. Zoe survives there as best she I really enjoyed the book. And I think it has
can. Alone and desperate among gangs and inspired me a lot. I liked reading it and listening
betrayers. She finds a boat and names it Lyca, to all the fun adventures they went on.
her only trustful friend. Soon after she escapes to Scarlett
an island called Eel island filled with strange and Night Bus Hero is about a boy who is a bully in
dumb inhabitants, but they are dominated by a his school but then he throws a homeless
strange boy named Dooby who leads them and person’s trolley in the water. Little did he know
controls them. Zoe then tries to escape during an there was a lot more to come. The next time he
intense battle occupied with a peculiar met the homeless man he was on the news
teammate. This leads to an unexpected and because the boy had said he was the person
touching conclusion. The highlight of the book is stealing all the expensive statues and he then
when Zoe escaped the battle. You could feel the teamed up to find the real villain.
adrenaline and fear as you read it and the Anna
sadness of her lost ones. Yuval

Tutor Reading
Programme

7JMU have been
reading… Kick
The book is called Kick and it is written by Mitch
Johnson. It is about a boy called Budi who has a
massive dream of playing for Real Madrid. So
far, the book has told us that his father gets
arrested and they are running out of money so
Budi has to work at a factory making football
boots. My favourite character is Budi as he is so
determined and he won’t stop until he plays at
Bernabéu (Real Madrid’s stadium).
Callum
During tutor time, we read the book ‘Kick’. We
haven’t finished the book yet but we are close to
finishing. The main characters are Rochy, Budi,
Grandma and Dragon. The book is about Budi
who is a boy who works in a shoe factory
making and packing football boots. He wants to
be a footballer. His family is very poor so he is
struggling right now. Rochy (his best friend) has
gotten into a huge fight nearly killing Budi! Now
his Uncle has escaped prison whilst his dad is
sent to prison. It’s not only Budi at stake but it’s
his life.
Jannat

7EBL have been
reading… Ghost Boys
After Jerome (a black boy from America) gets
murdered by a white police officer for being in
possession of a toy gun, people start to consider
if his murder was to do with the colour of his skin.
Whilst his family grieves over his death, Jerome
befriends the other ghost boys who all have
something in common with him. He begins to

understand what really happened to him and
why he was murdered. Will Jerome and all the
other ghost boys finally get the justice they
deserve? Or will these murders go unsolved?
Ghost Boys was written by Jewell Parker Rhodes
and is an exciting read that reflects true events
relating to the fight for justice and racism. With
relatable thoughts and feelings, this novel is a
showstopper and a rollercoaster of many
emotions. I would recommend this book to
anyone who loves adventure books or ones you
never want to put down. It has the whole
package! Well….what are you waiting for.
Isobel

7ECR have been
reading… Rat
The book included two rats, Vernon and Vulture
and a young boy called Al. The book was about
his mother going in and out of prison. My
favourite character was Mr Brayker as he was
confusing and always made you wonder. My
favourite part was when Al threw eggs at
Brayker’s door. One of the rats also died. I
would recommend this book to someone who
likes sad stories with adventure.
Katie
The book was about this boy called Al whose
mum goes to prison for the second time and Al
tries to take revenge on Mr Brayker.
My
favourite character was Al because he cared
about his pets and was very kind to them. I think
my favourite part of the story was when Vulture
died and they had a small funeral for her. I
would recommend this book to my younger
brother because I think he would enjoy it.
Anonymous

Tutor Reading
Programme

7CPA have been
reading...Where the River
Runs Gold
Where the River Runs Gold is set in the future,
where a tragic storm hits and wrecks Kairos City
- fallen trees; broken buildings; and many lives
lost. Shifa and her twin brother (Themba) are
sent to “Freedom Fields”- a dark and twisted
organisation that recruit children into hardcore
labour, pollinating crops by hand for the benefit
of the rich. Shifa knows that Themba will not
comply in the perpetual and tedious work: they
will need to escape. But then Shifa discovers a
life changing secret that will change her forever.
The journey ahead is fraught with danger, but
Shifa is strong and knows to listen to her
instincts - to let love guide them home. The
freedom of a nation depends on it.
One of my personal favourite characters was
Luca. At the beginning of the book, Luca was a
freedom fighter which were respected more
than the others. Shifa was very suspicious of him
and did not trust him in any way at all. He was
shown as cold hearted and harsh with the
others, particularly Themba or so Shifa thought.
However, throughout the book, he begins to
open up and Shifa sees the good in him. When
Yara (one of Shifa’s roommates) was drowning
in the river, Luca did not hesitate in jumping
straight into the ice-cold water for a girl he
didn’t even know. Moments like these are when
Shifa begins to understand Luca. No one really
knows his true backstory and why he acted in
such ways.
This devastating book outlines destruction, pain,
betrayal and the wreckage that our world could
become. Sadly, this fiction book could become
our true reality. Climate change isn’t just a myth.

It is our future. And what we see now is just a
glimpse of much bigger things to come.
“We are living on this planet as if we have
another one to go to”. -Terry Swearingen
Anonymous

8LWO have been
reading...My Sister Lives on
the Mantelpiece
We have been initiating a new reading
programme in form time. I enjoyed our book ‘My
Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’ because I learnt
a lot about what happens in reality and how
fortunate our lives are.
I enjoyed the book because I learnt how happy
people can be and it was funny.
It was an emotional take on life as a primary
school student. We have been reading more
books by female authors because lots of people
are only reading books by male authors.
Anonymous

8LSM have been
reading...When the Sky Falls
Phil Earle is the author of
the award winning novel,
When the Sky Falls. Having
struggled with reading
himself when he was
younger, he now writes
fantastic books and is keen
to share stories with young
people which may help them find the book that
will interest them. Scan the QR code to watch
Phil’s recommended video.

A Monster Calls
Book Reviews
A Monster Calls
The book is about a tragedy, where a boy’s
mother is suffering from cancer and is
undergoing treatment. However, while this is
happening, a tree is watching Connor and every
night tells him a tale or just talks to him. Not all is
well for Connor in school either as a boy called
Harry continues to bully him and not all ends well
between Connor and his mother. This book is
quite deep and means a lot to some people,
therefore I would recommend it.

Book review by Lincoln Joyce (8AW)
A Monster Calls is sad but scary.
Sometimes it will leave you crying,
sometimes it will leave you shivering in
your seat. I also have learnt a lot
from the book because it tells you
about someone you are close to and
them leaving you forever. Please give
this book a try. It’s a great book!

I would give this book 3 and a half stars out of I think this book was emotional, sad but a truthful
5.
piece that so many people can relate to. It’s hard
I liked the book because I thought it was
very suspicious and mysterious. I also found it
very sad because the mum was ill and you
didn’t know what was going to happen. This
story sends a powerful message and it feels
like you’re experiencing it for yourself. I think
definitely give this book a go.
I would give this book four stars.
This book sent a powerful message and you feel
like you were experiencing it yourself. It was
quite mysterious and had an emotional ending.
I liked it because it wasn’t like most books it was
set in the present tense and was written like
reality. The writer made it feel like it was a true
story. I would definitely recommend it.

losing someone but this book is a sort of
comforting book that you can relate to, like
being so angry you destroy your house objects,
get angry easily or struggling with things like
work or school but in a way it makes you feel a
sense of relief as you can finally feel the way you
feel and know so many other readers might be
going through the same thing. And it is also a bit
of a fantasy book
as
there
is
a
monster that can
shape shift into a
tree that can show
you
imaginary
stories that take
you to different
worlds.

Tutor Reading
Programme

Word Millionaire

First News

Next term we are launching our
Word Millionaire competition. In
order to join in the challenge
Year 7 and 8 students need to
ensure that for every book
they read they take an
accelerated reader quiz. Every book they read
will register the number of words they have
read. There will be individual prizes as well as
tutor group winners at the end of the summer
term. Quizzes can be taken from home here.
Look out for some special news about reading
prizes in the summer term newsletter!
Good luck and get reading!

Don’t forget all
students
(and
parents)
have
free access to
First News. All
students
can
access
the
weekly
issues
using this link
First News Digital Edition the username can be
found on the school intranet. Or you can
download the app. Information can be found
here.

Mrs K Sharma, Assistant Headteacher

range
of
birds,
reptiles
and
mammals. Following
Our Year 10 Animal Care
their work with the
students had the opportunity
school therapy dog
to meet and greet a whole
Lola a few weeks
host of large.... intimidating....
back, they have now
but friendly reptiles from
developed
their
Berkshire
Reptiles.
Guest
handling skills with
Graham brought his famous
reptiles. They were
giant Boa constrictor... which
taught about how to
was fortunately recently fed and so was not as
safely
lift
the
interested in our students as we feared
animals, looking out
(hoped...). In fact, the most risky reptile was the for both their own health and the animal's
large tortoise who has a reputation but was well welfare. They learnt about how to approach
behaved today.
animals safely and about their feeding habits.
Our Year 10 students are working towards their The next part of the animal care course will see
Animal Care BTEC and as part of their course will students meeting animals on a farm.
learn how to care for, clean, house and handle a Dr D Rose, Head of Science

Reptile encounters

SEN
Puppy Club Training

I’m Lola, the Therapy dog
at St. Crispin’s! I’m helping
our SEN students with their
anxieties, socialisation and
leadership skills.
SEN students can come
along and help me with my
training at the Puppy Club!
Basic commands
• Behaviour/
food management
• Searching and tracking
• Agility
• Health care
•

I can’t wait to
meet you!
Lola

Modern Foreign
Languages
Year 10 visit
from GCHQ

We had a visit from
employees of GCHQ
to tell us about the
opportunities that are
open to us with language skills. They told us what it was like
working for the government and what they do as a job and how
their language abilities helped them.
We did some translation activities from the languages we were
learning in the context of GCHQ. The activities taught us about some ciphers that
criminals use to write in code and how they work.
After that, we had a Zoom call with a panel of people who use languages for their
job, and we had the chance to ask them questions about how they got into their
career and the ways that helped them become fluent. We were able to learn a lot
about what GCHQ does and had a lot of fun. Year 10 student, AB

Horoskop
Play
A German theatre company visited
the school to perform a play for
students in Years 8, 9 and 10 studying
German.
The play was called Horoskop and had only two actors for the whole show following
the story of Mia who takes her horoscope too seriously! It was a really good
performance and they spoke very clearly so we could understand what was
happening. They had to perform very specifically with their actions and facial
expressions since there were a lot of new words and phrases that we hadn’t learnt
but we were able to follow what was happening and enjoy the play.
It was very interesting to hear a whole play in another language and it helped us get
a better understanding of conversation skills in German. It was a great performance.

Year 10 student, AB

We went to the Natural
History Museum to study
animals
and
natural
forms, to inspire us for
our next Art Textiles
pieces.
We also visited the
Design Museum where we
saw textile techniques
and technology advancements, such as 3D printing and
computers.
While we were there we were lucky enough to explore the Amy
Winehouse exhibition and see everything which she wore in her
musical career.
It was incredible to see the life she lived and how she influenced
people in the textile industry.
Everyone enjoyed the trip and found it very valuable towards
our new topic.

Year 10 Textiles trip to
London museums

Kiera Walters and Georgia Mayers, Year 10 Art Textiles

Year 10 Character
Education Morning
On our character
education morning,
Year 10 had an
interesting talk from
Soulscape.
They
started
by
giving
a
highly
informative
performance about real-life events. This
was followed by a workshop where we
each split into groups of 10.
The two mentors spoke and asked us
about
some
scenarios
around
relationships and what we would do in
those situations. This was to educate us
about real world events. Luckily, our
group gave all the correct answers! This
was useful to us because there can be a
lot of worries when it comes to
relationships, especially at a youthful age.
We learnt that we could say no when we
want to as well as different laws when it
comes to sex and relationships.

Year 10 students

Journey to Exams
During this term we have been working towards the
Year 10 Summer Exam series (click here) to prepare
students for the processes and realities of external
examinations. We have very much treated this as a
‘dry run’ for the year group and are hoping that the
lessons learned and habits formed in recent weeks
will be taken forward into the Year 11 mock exams at
the end of 2022 as well as the final GCSE exams in
Summer 2023.
During this term we have used the principles of
educational research to discuss with students how we
learn, the best ways to study and how to prepare
overall for exams using techniques such as the
Pomodoro technique. Of course, we also recognise
that ‘all work and no play’ is not in the best interest of
young people, and so we have also considered the
work/life balance, the importance of diet and
exercise, and calming techniques for those
times when we feel anxious.
Overall,
students
have
engaged
fantastically with the variety of activities we
have undertaken this term, and I am looking
forward to the myriad of successes
following the summer exam series.

Mr S Hatton, Head of Year 10

Future of Flight
Robotics Club
Samual Shave and Sheville Carvalho
have been working hard sorting out
the new resources for our Robotics
Club. The boys work with students
every Thursday afternoon. Sam and
Sheville
has
just
completed
assembling and testing
a new
CRUMBLE car for the students. The
help and the support from the boys is
much appreciated by Mrs Beglin and
our STEM ambassador Mr Crombie
as they prepare for the Lego
MindStorm challenge.

Mrs Beglin, Teacher of STEM/Art
and Design

Mrs Beglin had the
opportunity to share
some
fantastic
resources from the
Royal Academy of
engineering
at
the
Connecting
STEM
Teachers meeting.
The
latest
resource
‘Future of Fight’ included
activities
such
as
designing, making and
testing the wings of an
aeroplane in a wind

STEM and
Robotics Club
tunnel. A sensor attached to a
special jig allows students to
see the effect of the wind on
different shapes of wings.

Performing Arts
Spring Concert
An evening themed ‘Best of
British’,
this
year’s
Spring
rd
Concert (23 March) showcased
a highly enjoyable range of
performances, with almost 100
of our students involved in a
programme
which spanned
around 400 years of musical history!
‘Morchestra’ (a varied ensemble replete with
orchestral instrumentalists, pianists, rhythm
section and vocalists) opened with an
arrangement of ‘Sunburn’ by Muse. Year 12
student Olivia said ‘As a pianist, this was an
excellent way to be involved in the ensemble life
of the school. I enjoy the music of Muse and it
was very cool to be involved in a performance
of music like this with so many others’.
The Sixth Form vocalists shone in a committed
performance of ‘Ex-Wives’ from Six, and a

Beatles medley – Blackbird, Let It Be, Ticket To
Ride and Hey Jude – concluded the first half
(once a vocal microphone had been located!).
The Doctor (and his sonic screwdriver) later
made a brief appearance with the Aeolus Wind
Ensemble (though not quite in time to deliver the
microphone
to
the
hapless
vocalist,
unfortunately!).
Three songs from the upcoming Summer
Production of Oliver! concluded the evening,
featuring soloists Matthew Pye and Sam Reed as
Bill Sykes, Austin Edwards and Lyra Young as
Oliver, and Alice Walters as Nancy. Taking place
between 5th and 9th July, ticket bookings will be
open following the Easter holiday.

Mr N Wolstencroft (Head of Music) and Year 12
Music Class

Our Generation
In March we were
lucky enough to
be taken to The
National Theatre
in London to see
an incredible play
called
‘Our
Generation’
by
Alecky Blythe.
The
play
was
about
real-life
stories from people throughout the past five
years. This helped give us ideas for our devising
work within A-Level Drama as it was in the style
of Verbatim theatre! I found this performance
outstanding and very inspiring, and I felt so
grateful to be taken as I had never been to The
National Theatre before. Thank you to Mrs West
and the Performing Arts Department for
providing us with this opportunity.

Hope Hardman, Year 12

Performing Arts
News
In February, students from all years attended
Wellington College to watch Disney’s Beauty and
the Beast.
The play was action filled with an absolutely
amazing set and costumes. The performance
was very uplifting and did not disappoint as it
included many iconic musical numbers.
It was an amazing feeling to be back in a theatre
and not wearing masks whilst being with friends.
Thank you to Mrs West and Mrs Blackman for
such an amazing night out!

Joshua Spencer, Year 12

Earlier this Year, Wellington College said ‘Be Our
Guest!’ to Year 10-13 Drama and Music students
from St. Crispin’s School. From the beautifully
designed set to the wonderful ensemble of
actors, it was truly a memorable performance
and an evening we won’t forget! We thoroughly
enjoyed some extremely comical moments,

spectacular musical
numbers
and
an
array
of
perfect
casting choices.
I especially enjoyed
the performance of
Belle
which
encapsulated the true
spirited nature of her
character. And how
could I forget the
highly
humorous
portrayal
of
my
favorite
characters:
Lumiere, Cogsworth and Mrs. Pots.
Not
forgetting the spectacular Gaston and his
sidekick LeFou. We were blown away by the ‘Be
Our Guest’ number which most definitely added
some sparkle and shine to the production. Thank
you for having us! Alice Legg Year 12

School Production
The company of Oliver! gave the audience a
glimpse of what’s to come during March at the
Spring Concert!
Rehearsals are going well and tickets will be
available to buy in the Summer term!

3 months to go…

Performing Arts
Musical Achievements
Congratulations to our talented
musicians and singers
Year 7



Annabelle Potter—passed Grade 2 piano
Anna Nicolson—Grade 2 Flute with Merit

Year 10






Year 8


Maisie Jackson—Grade 1 Flute with Merit

Year 9





Katie Dighton - Grade 1 Singing with Merit

Year 11


Berkshire Maestros Young
Musician of The Year

Ronnie Robinson - passed Grade 6 piano
Hannah Randall - passed Grade 6 viola
with Distinction
Lucas Dyson – passed Grade 4 Saxophone
with Distinction
Issy Waters, passed Grade 4 Clarinet (this
was previously listed as saxophone rather
than clarinet)
Lilee Johnstone - passed Grade 2 Singing
with Merit
Molly Riddex— passed Grade 3 Singing with
Merit

Josie Browning— passed Grade 5
Singing with Merit

decided to put us forward for the final to be held
in Windsor on 21st March.
I learnt a new piece with help from my guitar
teacher, Richard, to play in front of a much
larger audience and bigger stage in the Old
Court Arts Centre as part of the Windsor Festival.
I was nervously excited to perform amongst so
many musicians both pianists and guitarists,
ranging between ages 8 – 18 from schools across
the county. Overall, the judges and audience
listened to around 30 very well performed piano
and guitar pieces during the evening. There was
quite an anxious wait whilst we waited for them
to make difficult decisions about who might win
their category, or lift possibly the largest silver
trophy I have ever seen.
It was a great
experience to play at competition level and even
though I didn’t win my age category on this
occasion, I’d like to compete again next year.

Back in the Autumn, my guitar teacher and I
thought it would be worth entering the 2022
Berkshire Maestros Young Musician of the year
competition. This began with a video clip filmed
back in November which I sent to the judges to
view and a couple of months later, I was pleased
to find out that I was shortlisted for the semifinals.
This involved a visit to the Music Department at
Bradfield College playing to an audience and a
panel of 4 judges. Together with two other Alice Woodham,Year 9
people who were in my age group, the judges

Year 10
Photography
Molly Riddex

Juliet Moir

Curtis Winterbourne

Shayla Basdew
Curtis Winterbourne

Gracie Willatts
Chloe Rawlinson

Year 10
Photography
Charlie Bureau

Charlie Bureau

Theo Beynon

Juliet Moir

Evie Hennell

Sacha Saucek

Chloe Bushell

Annalise King

Jack Coulthard

After
preparing
our
first
2
development shoots, we took a lunch
break and asked our teachers what
element of one of the shoots could be
improved. For example, many of us
needed to zoom in slightly more and
adjust the settings of our cameras to
ensure that the final photo would be
the best quality possible. We spent the afternoon
taking pictures for our refinement shoot which
improved that element and ensured we had the
best photos possible.

Year 11 Photography visit
to Kew Gardens

By Nicole Rhind
On 31st January 2022, both Year 11
Photography classes and a group of Sixth
Formers visited Kew Gardens in London. Once
arrived, we were able to split into smaller
groups to explore the park further and practice
some of the photography skills we’ve learnt
from the artists we studied prior to the trip, like
Pep Ventosa and Adrienne Adams. The focus of
our photos was ‘Pattern and Texture’ found
within the nature and architecture of the park.
Our group explored various gardens of flowers
and statues before making our way to the first
main greenhouse. Inside, we found lots of exotic
plants and flowers which fitted perfectly with
the set topic we had been given. So, we took our
time taking photos for our first ‘development’
photoshoot of the day, and found other places
in the park to do our second. Many of us
photographed the intricate details on flower
petals and repeated designs on leaves but
some took a more abstract approach by
photographing the patterned ceilings of ‘The
Hive’ and great views from the ‘Treetop walk’.

Since the trip, in lessons we’ve been
Photoshopping and annotating 2-3 photos from
each photo shoot and inserting them into a
PowerPoint which can be included in the marking
of our main GCSE PowerPoint as well as the Saul
Leiter work we completed in Year 10. This can
help to improve our final grade! Overall, the trip
was very fun and enjoyable! We’ve learnt lots of
new skills which can be used in our future
photography work and it was a great way for us
to experiment with using different colours and
textures that some of us haven’t worked with
before. It was also really helpful to get feedback
about our shots from our teachers, whilst being
able to have the creative freedom of taking
pictures of whatever we wanted in this bright and
colourful place for the day.

Nathalie Eastland and Nicole Rhind, Year 11

By Nathalie Eastland

Year 11 Photography visit to
Kew Gardens continued
The Kew Garden photography trip was a really
fun day out and I think that the images I took will
really boost the quality of my course work. We
went to lots of different locations and explored
the theme of pattern and texture. Throughout the
morning we did two shoots and discovered
various plants and wildlife. In the afternoon we
went back to the shoot locations to refine a
development shoot. While we were in Kew
Gardens we were allowed to explore in groups
and had the freedom to take images where we
wanted that related to the theme.

Alex Hinds, Year 11

By Cameron Smith

By Frankie Head

Above; By Mia Chalcroft
Left; By Sam Hales

Mock Trial

Mock Trial
Magistrates Court
On 19th March 2022, the Mock Trial Team
representing St. Crispin’s won the Magistrates
Court Mock Trial Competition! This was a result
of the diligent focus and work from our team.
Mrs Delves and Miss Welch, the Mock Trial
coordinators, were instrumental in making sure
we were well versed and prepared for the big
day.
On the day of the competition, our nerves were
wracking, but our will to win was stronger than
the fear holding us back. The event started at
1pm and lasted until 4pm. We nervously
gathered outside of the majestic Reading
Crown Court and felt the exhilaration pilling up.
We were all thrilled and grateful to be there and

I was very eager to see the courtrooms. It felt
surreal to be in such a prestigious building and
our excitement grew.
Our defence team went first and won the trial. As
the court artist (also known as the eye of the
court as no cameras are allowed inside), it was
my role to capture the tension and buzz in the
courtroom, producing lightning-fast sketches of
the quick rebuttals and statements made by both
schools. After a needed break, our prosecution
team was ready to tackle the next school. We
triumphed and were so proud of ourselves at the
end of the day!
Overall, this experience was
extraordinary, and it was an
immensely fun way of
developing confidence in
and out of the courtroom.

Shayla Basdew, Year 10

Congratulations
I found out about the Dog Puzzle
Competition through the company ‘My
Journey’. They visit primary schools and set
up activities like walk to school and road
safety.
The Puzzle was matching up pictures of dogs
to their breed. If done correctly, you would
be put into a prize draw which I won.
Because I had won, the person setting the
competition came to my house and awarded
me with a certificate and my prize.

Year 7 student

School news
Maths Challenge
Intermediate Maths Challenge Success
2022
Pupils from Year 9 and 10 at St. Crispins
achieved 4 gold, 9 silver and 15 bronze
certificates in this year’s UKMT
Intermediate
Maths
Challenge.
Thousands of pupils from across the
UK returned scripts for the challenge
with the top 10% receiving a gold
certificate, the next 20% silver and the
next 30% bronze.
Daniel Barrand and Max Stroud also
received awards for achieving the best
score in their year group.

Mrs A Bauwens, Teacher of Maths

O

n 8th March, we went
to see our A-Level
Spanish play 'La Casa
de Bernarda Alba' at
the Cervantes Theatre in London.
It was an incredibly valuable
experience to watch the play in
Spanish and it has deepened our
understanding of the characters
and themes. The theatre was
very intimate and immersive and
the actors were very talented.
After the performance we walked to a Spanish restaurant
'Meson don Felipe', where we ate typical Spanish tapas
including paella, jamón y queso, tortilla Española and
croquetas to fully immerse ourselves in Spanish culture.
Overall, the day was incredibly enjoyable and enriching
and we felt like we had spent a day in Spain. We are very
grateful to Mr Collis and Mrs Martin for arranging this trip.

Cervantes Theatre Trip

Answer is A

Emily St. Clair, Emma Pill, Lucy Ellinor, Caitlin Done, Millie
Southey, Isabelle Eastland and Ali Sier

Careers
This term students have spent some time
studying apprenticeships during National
Apprenticeship Week (7th – 11th Feb) and looking
at careers more broadly during National
Careers Week (7th – 11th March). During these
weeks’ students have looked at what
apprenticeships are, the different types of
apprenticeships out there and all the different
companies that offer apprenticeships. During
National Careers Week students looked at the
different skills needed for different careers. The
Sixth Form had talks from some of our alumni
and Year 10 and 11 visited a virtual careers fair.
Year 7 and 8 have begun using Unifrog, a
platform familiar to our Sixth
Form students, which helps
them explore careers that may
be of interest to them based on
subjects they enjoy or their
passions. Here are what some
of our students have said about
their career’s education this term:

‘We talked about different job opportunities like
apprenticeships; we also watched videos of
people’s experiences with jobs. I leant there are
a lot more careers to fit your interest. I learnt
facts such as; you have to be 16 to be an
apprentice. I am interested in lots of jobs
associated with science and being a doctor.’

Keeley Jones 7JMU

‘An apprenticeship is a job to
start your career.
Employers
look for many different skills
depending on what you would
like to do. Lots of companies
offer apprenticeships such as:
Amazon, Tesco, Lloyd’s Bank and TUI. Some
jobs that have interested me are, a counsellor
and a small business owner.’

Maddy Lambert 7JMU
‘An apprenticeship is a job where you learn about
how to be a better employee. If you want to be
an apprentice you need to have these skills;
leadership,
independence,
organisation,
teamwork, communication etc. I am interested in
being a doctor so doing this can help me learn
‘In tutor time we talked about apprenticeships. skills.’
We learnt that you have to be 16 to be an
apprentice. Also, having a job doesn’t have to Annabelle Potter 7JMU
be bad you could get a job that you enjoy and
doesn’t feel like you are working. In tutor time
we watched a video stating and explaining jobs
from A-Z. Additionally, we are using Unifrog
which helps us find jobs that matches our
personality for the nearby-future.’

Kirsty Allen 7JMU

Careers
Careers continued
‘During careers week we had an assembly
about different careers. In tutor time we
discussed different jobs we could do and what
we had to do to reach those roles. In German
class we learnt about all the different jobs we
could get after studying a language like cabin
crew and even teaching! I enjoyed learning
about jobs and now know
what are some of the
characteristics I need!’

Chloe Ward, Year 9
‘During careers week we
learnt about multiple job
opportunities through various
tasks. We have been set up on a new website
called Unifrog where we can register our
competencies to learn about jobs options
which may interest us. Furthermore, during our
lessons we have identified the paths to follow
in each subject for GCSE. In form time we have
completed tasks and games which include
learning skills on Unifrog and finding out about
different jobs. We also took part in activities
which included matching five jobs with set

categories. Overall it has been
great to find out which routes we
can take further down the line.’

Lois Gee, Year 8
‘For the last term we’ve taken
part in a variety of careers
based activities, from games to PowerPoints and
mind maps learning about crucial knowledge
and skills, and how to transpose them into
different careers. An assembly helped me to
understand how careers education is thinking
about your journey and not just your final
job. We explored how the skills we’re developing
now are transferable across the many different
jobs I may strive for. In Maths we dived in to the
many paths that it leads to and did many
activities on the stock market. We’ve been
introduced to many websites in tutor time and
looked at the Virtual Careers Fair as
well. Overall, I have found these set of activities
particularly eye opening and have increased my
curiosity for the future.’

Alice Legg, Year 10

Year 11 Prom
For full details and to
purchase tickets - click here

Student
Council
great representation of students in all four
Wokingham Youth Council
committees, but there is always room for more
to join if students are interested. Please see
This year we have three students representing below for further details on them.
St. Crispin’s on the Youth Council. James Kinson
Year 9, Josh Hogan Year 13 and Amanjot Chug,
Federation
Deputy Youth MP Year 10.
The Youth Council is made up of students from
across the borough, with each secondary school Topics of discussion included Youth MP, Make
invited
to
put
forward
two your Mark, students working with other schools
representatives. Young people have also been and Wokingham Borough Council on Climate
asked to come forward to act as champions for Emergency Policies.
issues of particular concern for young people.
“During my time in the Youth Council, I have
Charity
enjoyed many different discussions on various
important topics regarding the borough. We Topics of discussion included,
have spoken on topics such as mental health, fund raising events, organising
gender equality, climate change and diversity. outside activities. So far this year
These discussions have both taught and inspired we have held two non-uniform
me to act in doing something better for days, one before Christmas and
Wokingham. A few of the most important things one more recently. At Christmas we raised just
I am prepared to help make a change is over £900.00 split between Save the Children and
recognising stereotypes, helping children find a a local charity, Oakwood Outdoor Youth
place to discuss their mental health, and Challenge. Our second non-uniform day was in
address our current climate situation. I have March to raise money for the ongoing
really enjoyed my time with the Youth Council humanitarian crisis we are seeing in global
and look forward to seeing our young voices get conflict zones. We raised an amazing £1370.20.
out there.” James Kinson, Year 9
All money raised went direct to the Save the
Children who as a charity have helped over 45
million people across the world.
Student Council
The Charity Committee would like to extend a
We have a few words to write about the four massive thank you to everyone who has
student committees we have in the school. They continued to support us throughout our fund
have so far been amazing with the work and raising activities.
ideas they have for St. Crispin’s. They have a

Student Council
Continued
Welfare
Topics of discussion
included: mental health,
Safe2Speak,
stress
management / revision
workshops. We have
also been part of the discussion relating to
improving the school buildings and were asked
about the concept design of unisex toilets.

Whole School
Topics of discussion included : Anti-bullying
ambassadors, training, mentors, planning how to
raise awareness. Thinking about Eco-Friendly
initiatives.

Peer Mentors
Year 12 students underwent training to become
peer mentors. They meet either a Year 7 or Year
8 student and chat about school, life and other
interests. They are a friendly face around the
school that younger students can go to for help.

SIXTH FORM
NEWS

The
Hustings
On 18th March, students
in Year 12 took part in the
annual Head Team
Application process and
had the opportunity to
appeal for votes during
the Sixth Form Hustings.

The applicants were
tasked with preparing
and delivering inspiring
speeches, in a bid to gain
the vote of the Sixth
Form community.
Students gathered in the
Atrium and then cast their
vote on who would move
forward to represent the
Sixth Form as the new
Head Team as the ballot
boxes were passed round.
Results can be found later
on in this newsletter.

HEAD TEAM
NEWS

Head Boy
Adam Hancock
Being a part of the Head Team for this
academic year has been an honour. It has given
me many experiences and opportunities that I
have learnt from, and I look forward to using
these newfound skills in the future.

I am delighted to have been a part of setting up
the Sixth Form sports with the PE department. I
believe exercise is incredibly beneficial for
everyone’s wellbeing and reintroducing this to
the Sixth Form is something I am very proud of. I
hope that it continues to happen for countless
years allowing all Sixth Formers the chance to be
part of the St. Crispin’s sports community.

Interviewing assistant head teachers, talking in
front of big audiences and a conference with
head students across the country have all been
great privileges. I am very grateful for the trust
of the teachers and my peers in being an
advocate for the student body. Also working
alongside Ella, Elliot and Alice has been loads of
fun and I’m so thankful to have worked with
such a talented and diligent team. The role has
developed my confidence, maturity and my
appreciation for all the hard work that is
necessary to implement changes in the school.
I am shocked at how quickly the last year has
gone by, but I know the school is in more than
capable hands with the new Head Team and I
wish them the best of luck!

My time as Head Girl has
been short but sweet. It was a
Head Girl
shame that I was unable to
Ella Hawkins
speak to you all more due to
Covid, however, I’m very
proud of the work the team
and I were able to accomplish. I hope I’ve been able to make a positive
impact on some of you and I could not be any prouder of the new team!

HEAD TEAM
NEWS
Deputy Head Boy
Elliott Jedras
Being in the Head Team has been a great
experience. It's been a joy to help out around
the school with doing tours, speaking in
assemblies, helping out at open evenings,
leading the Student Council and being an antibullying ambassador. One of the funniest things
about being Deputy Head Boy is being
recognised around the school, and having lots
of the younger years saying hello to me! It's sad
to be leaving the Head Team because it feels
like it's only just started, especially as we had
quite a staggered start in the Summer. It's been
amazing to have this excellent role at St.
Crispin's, and I feel honoured to have been part
of the decision to change the structure of the
Head Team for the years to come.

Meet our Head Students
for 2022/2023

Deputy Head Girl
Alice Walters
I have thoroughly enjoyed being in the Head
Team this year - even though it feels as if it has
flown by! Working with individuals in the
student council and alongside Adam, Ella and
Elliott has been really rewarding, and its a
shame to see it all come to an end. Bringing
about Sixth Form sports has been really great,
along with seeing everyone enjoy themselves.
Even though I was nervous to begin with, I have
learnt lots from the public speaking roles I have
taken part in this year. Going to other schools,
helping with open evenings and interviews has
made me appreciate the work everyone in
school does, and I am proud to have played
my part to support the school community. As
well as this, reprising my Year 8 student council
role and working with the charity committee
has been amazing! I hope that the new Head
Team feels as satisfied with their roles as I
have.

The Speeches

The Speeches

The Speeches

The Speeches

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Sixth Form Newsletters

Here are some examples of our weekly newsletter which is
emailed to students each Friday, full of links to webinars and
articles about work experience opportunities, help with
pathways post Sixth Form, wellbeing and mental health,
information about careers and apprenticeships plus events
and courses to help them become the Whole Package.

Futures
Fair

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Effective Revision
On 17th March the Sixth Form Leadership Team hosted an
Effective Revision Evening to share best practice and
guidance to Sixth Form students and their parents to ensure
everyone can reach their full potential in the upcoming
summer exams. If you wish to see the handout from the
evening which includes links to useful resources please see
images.

Thank you to everyone who applied to the Sixth Form for
September 2022. If you have accepted your offer we look
forward to seeing you for our induction days on 27th and
28th June and will be in touch with more information next
term.

Futures
Fair

If you have any questions please contact our Sixth Form
Administrator, Mrs Lightfoot, lightfootl@crispins.co.uk

Follow Us

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Careers Week
During Careers Week (7th - 12th March) we were
offered many opportunities to help us make
decisions with regards to our future studies and
careers. In our weekly ‘Be the Whole Package’
session, we had three alumni students present to
us about their experiences since leaving St.
Crispin’s. We were encouraged by them to
explore the multitude of opportunities available
to us, and to make sure that we make decisions
appropriate for us, whether that was going on to
do an apprenticeship, a degree, or even taking a
year out to gain new experiences from across
the world. It was so exciting to hear of all the
experiences our alumni have had, and to learn
about all the options available to us when
leaving the Sixth Form.
The school also regularly advertise Springpod
and Unifrog in our weekly newsletter, both of
which are amazing websites which help students
to make decisions with regards to their future. Springpod allows you to complete online work
experience and online degree tasters, which are
really useful if you are unsure which career/
degree path you want to go down.
I have completed both the degree taster and
work experience for Psychology and found it
incredibly useful in helping me decide what
subject I want to study at university. Unifrog
allows us to discover universities and
apprenticeships based on our academic and
personal qualities, which I have also found really
useful to guide me whilst researching potential
universities. In addition to these online resources,
we have access to a career’s advisor who can
answer all our questions about university and
career plans. This is really helpful if you’re
struggling to make decisions or worried about
what the future may hold.

Sophie Shaw, Year 12

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Unconscious Bias

National
Apprenticeship Week
Every week Year 12 have the opportunity to
engage in the ‘Be the Whole Package’ session
as an opportunity to develop our study skills
and learn about the different options post Sixth
Form and how we can achieve them. As part of
National
Apprenticeship
Week
(7th-11th
February), we were introduced to three
apprentices from Hewlett Packard Enterprises.
They shared with us their journey towards
apprenticeships, the struggles they faced and
the reality of what an apprenticeship is like. We
were informed about the application process,
what is expected of an apprentice, where to
find apprenticeship courses

As part of our ‘Be the Whole Package
Programme’, we enjoyed an informative
assembly, led by Mr Whitaker, about unconscious
bias. We learnt that unconscious bias is when our
attitudes and prejudices impact our thoughts and
behaviour in ways that are invisible to us. Mr
Whitaker gave us a matching task to help us
define the 9 different types of unconscious bias,
these included The Horns Effect, Affinity Bias and
The Contrast Effect. At the end of the presentation
Mr Whitaker shared a link to an unconscious bias
test set up by Harvard to test yourself on your
biases (Take a Test (harvard.edu)). Having
highlighted these unconscious biases and their
effect on people we are now more able to
recognise them in ourselves and consciously
adjust our thinking going forward.

Annabelle Jacklin, Year 12

that would suit us personally and given the
opportunity to ask any questions. For someone
like myself who is unsure of the path I will follow
when I leave the Sixth Form, sessions such as
these are very important and beneficial to
understand all the options available and where
to start. Larissa Kirby, Year 12

SPORTS
NEWS

Judo Club
This term St.
Crispin’s
Judo
Club has gotten
into full swing
and welcomed
many
young
people
and
adults into the
dojo. We have
been training to
improve strength and stamina as well as
technique in a variety of tach-waza
(throwing techniques), osaekomi-waza
(hold downs) and for the senior
members shime-waza and kansetsuwaza (strangling and joint locking
techniques). We have been very happy
to see a good number of our
participants progress to their next grade

and we will be looking forward to this
continued progress as we move into the
summer term.
During the next term we will also be
looking to develop competition skills and
techniques as we look to hold a closed
club competition later in the summer
term; more information will be available
nearer the time.
My continued thanks to all those who
support the club, and of course any new
members are always
welcome.
Information can be
requested
at
judo@crispins.co.uk.
Mr S Hatton, Head
Coach and Head of
Year 10

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Year 11 PE Leadership

Matches are an essential part of sports. They
give rise to competitive spirit and sportsmanship. Moreover, matches are a kind of gettogether where players, apart from playing and
displaying their physical stamina, exchange
ideas and information and have free and frank
discussions among themselves.
Recently, the Year 11 Sports Leadership Team
went to Reading Football Club to learn some
valuable lessons and tips regarding effective
leadership, and also how these things can be
transferred into real-life situations in the
sporting world.
When arriving at the Select Car Leasing
Stadium, we were put into groups and tested on
our previous knowledge on leadership and what
it means to be a good leader. Then we were
brought to the training dome where we played a
variety of team building activities and basic drills
to experience different types of leadership
techniques such as non-verbal communication

and positive feedback. Afterwards we went
back into a room to be tested on our
knowledge of leadership again, after having
experienced it first hand.
After a swift food break, we walked into the
stadium together and watched a football
match where we could observe these
leadership qualities that we had just learned.
The evening was very enjoyable and
educational for everyone on the team and
thank you to all the teachers and Reading
FC staff for organising the event.

Lily Rose, Year 11

SPORTS
NEWS
Fixtures and Clubs
It has been great to
be able to return to
a full set of football
fixtures after the
last two seasons
were
missed.
Numbers
at
football club in
every year group
have been fantastic and it’s been great to see so
many have the opportunity to represent the
school. We have had B Team games in Years 7-9
but we wish other schools were able to offer B
Team games to help increase the opportunities
these students could have.
In Year 7 Mr Mulloy rotated his team throughout
the season in order to try and give more boys
playing time. 41 boys in Year 7 pulled on the
green shirt overall. This resulted in lots of draws
and close games but the amount of talent in the
year group certainly bodes well for the future.

Boys Football Season 2022

Year 7
Holyport Cup Match: Won 4-0
Sandhurst: 0-0 draw
Player of Match—Liam Amy
Edgbarrow: 1-1 draw
Player of Match—Cody AmaralRibeiro
Forest Round 2 Cup: Lost 1-5
POM Joey Ilaria
Bohunt: Lost 0-2
Player of Match - Ollie Murphy
Emmbrook: Lost 1-2
Player of Match—Alex Duffin

Both the Year 8s and Year 9s have had identical
seasons so far with both teams winning their
respective leagues and both getting knocked out
Kings: Won 8-0
Player of Match—Tom Graham
of the County Cup on penalties. As a result of
winning their leagues both have qualified for the
East Berkshire Schools play offs which will be of writing we are unsure if this was enough for
held after Easter.
them to make the playoffs but fingers crossed.
Year 10 also came back with a bang as they The Year 11s also played the County Cup and
made up for an early exit in the County Cup with were knocked out in the 3rd Round by a very
4 victories and a defeat in the league. At the time strong St. Joseph’s side.

SPORTS
NEWS Continued
Fixtures and Clubs
Boys Football Season 2022
Year 8
Sandhurst: Win 5-2
Player of Match— Rhys Littleford

Results

John O Gaunt Cup Match: Win 9-2
Player of Match—Stefan Webb scoring 5 goals
Hugh Faringdon round 2 cup: Win 3-0
Player of Match—Stefan Webb

Year 9
Kennet Cup Match: 1-1 draw lost on penalties
Player of Match—Isaac Sershall

Bohunt: Win 3-0
Player of Match—Sam Belshaw

Kings: Win 4-0
Player of Match - Jamie Walton
Bohunt: Win 2-1
Player of Match - Lucas Tanner

Edgbarrow: Win 4-0
Player of Match— Max Trafford
Emmbrook: Win 2-0
Player of Match— Ruben Verzuu

Emmbrook: Win 3-1
Player of Match—Owen Quilty

Forest (friendly): Win 6-1
Player of Match—Harry Walsh

Cox Green Quarter Final : 2-2 draw lost on
penalties
Player of Match—Owen Quilty

NB: Sandhurst and Kings conceded

Edgbarrow: Win 5-3
Player of Match—Dan Frimpong

Year 10
Reading Bluecoat Cup Match: Lost
Bohunt: Lost 0-2 Player of Match—Max Dunmow
Bulmershe: Win 2-0 Player of Match—Joe Reid
Easthamstead Park: Win 3-0 Player of Match—Connor O’Donoghue
Kings: Win 9-0 Player of Match—Freddie Jedras
Emmbrook: Win 3-0 Player of Match—Joe Reid

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Fixtures and Clubs
Badminton Clubs
The attendance at Years 7, 8
and 9 badminton has been
fantastic. Whilst challenging
to ensure everyone has some
court time. With such good
numbers, the students have
been creative with their competition to enable
regular rotations. It is very evident that they
have enjoyed this opportunity to unwind after
school with some physical activity.
Year 7 were invited to participate in an internal
club tournament with 12 pairs signing up to take
part. The standard was pretty impressive with 4
pairs tied for the finals which were played the
following week. Nathaniel and Marcus, Arun and
George, Amish and Maxime, and Harry and Leo
played a round robin final with some
outstanding competitive badminton, displaying
advanced technical skills. Nathaniel & Marcus
were unbeaten and crowned champions.
Netball
Netball clubs for Years 7 and 8 have been very
well attended this term and it has been amazing
watching them all improve each week, learning
new skills which they were able to translate into
competition. Both year groups entered two
teams into the Wokingham schools catchment
league which we hosted at St. Crispin’s on
Tuesdays after school.

The Year 8s did themselves proud with some
closely competed matches against some very
strong opposition. What was brilliant was
watching them enjoy each game regardless of
the outcome, and also seeing them
implementing coaching points.
The Year 7s were drafted in at short notice to
cover the Year 8s on a home school day on the
last week of the Year 8 league. Well, they only
went and won one game and drew their second
game! We knew then the Year 7s were a very
promising cohort and they have not
disappointed.
Over the last 4 weeks the A team
have played 10 matches and
have won 9, finishing as runners
up only losing to the winners of
the league. The B team also
competed hard picking up some
wins along the way finishing mid
table.
Special mention to Alex Duffin
who has attended all club
sessions and represented the A
team each week. He has been
chosen by the opposition as
Player of the Match regularly for
his centre court dominance
along with Rhea VanterpoolHilling who has been outstanding
in defence.

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Fixtures and Clubs
Girl’s Football
This term we have been extremely busy
with football fixtures for our girls. It has
been fantastic to see so many getting
involved across all year groups and some even
having the opportunity to play a year up. There
has certainly been a buzz around football this
year, especially with our new Year 7s who have
been super keen to play and train every week.
However none of this would have been feasible
without our fantastic Year 10 and 11 referees
and coaches, a huge thanks to them for their
help and commitment.
There
have
been
some
outstanding
performances and sportsmanship on display
from our students and a special mention to Izzy
Dawson,
Amelia
Mulvaney
and
Polly
Charlesworth who all played for their own age
group and also made their debuts for the U15
team. Our U15s team made it through to the
quarter final of the National Cup, unfortunately
missing out but they were a huge credit to the
school for the way they battled on and
the way they conducted themselves
during the game.

It has been absolutely fantastic to see so many
girls (and Alex!) attending extra-curricular clubs
and representing the school so far this year.
They have all been a credit to the school. Their
enthusiasm and commitment to clubs and
fixtures has been wonderful to see and we
hope that this will continue into the summer
term where our new focus will be rounders and
athletics. Mr I Nelson & Miss C Norris

The above Year 11 boys have been playing all
season for Berkshire U16s rugby.
After a
number of intense games that came down to
the wire, the final game of the season against
Hampshire U16s ended in a win. Isaac Hawke
scored a try and all boys showed a tremendous
commitment to the team and the success of
Berkshire U16s. Well done boys!

PTA
NEWS
Thank
you

Thank you to everyone who has supported us
throughout this year with donations of uniform,
purchasing refreshments at the Spring Concert and
the Performing Arts Exam Showcase. Totals raised
are below.
Spring
Concert
£78.00

Uniform
Sales
£134.82

Exam
Showcase
£51.12

If you would like to join the PTA please
email us at PTA@crispins.co.uk

IMPORTANT
DATES

Term Dates
Term Dates—2022

Dates for
the Diary

Summer Term 2022
Inset days: Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st July
Monday 25th April — Tuesday 19th July
May Day bank holiday: Monday 2nd May
Half term: Monday 30th May — Friday 3rd June

Autumn Term 2022
Inset days: Friday 2nd September, Monday 5th

September, Monday 28th November
Term starts Tuesday 6th September
Half term: Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October
End of term Tuesday 20th December

INSET DAYS &
BANK HOLIDAY
2022
Please make a note in
your diaries - school
will be closed on

Monday 2nd May

Dates for your Diary
Summer Term

Monday 25th April 2022

Thursday 23rd June

First day of Summer term

Year 12 Futures Fair

Monday 25th April—Thursday 12th May

Thursday 23rd - Friday 24th June

Year 10 Mock Exams

Year 9 DofE Expedition

Monday 2nd May

Friday 24th June -Trips Day

May Bank Holiday

Year 7 Trip to Warwick Castle

Monday 9th May

Year 8 Trip to Lulworth Cove

Year 11 Leavers’ Day

Year 9 Maths Day (on-site)

Friday 13th May

Year 10 Careers Day (on-site)

Year 13 Leavers’ Day

Year 12 Routes to Success (on-site)

Wednesday 18th May

Monday 27th June - Tuesday 28th June

Year 9 Vaccinations

Sixth Form Induction Days

Tuesday 24th May

Thursday 30th June

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip

Year 11 Prom

Thursday 26th May

Tuesday 5th July - Saturday 9th July

Year 8 trip to The Black Country Museum

Whole School Production ‘Oliver’

Friday 27th May

Monday 11th July

Practice DofE Expedition

Sports Day

Wednesday 8th June

Wednesday 13th July

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip

Presentation Evening

Thursday 9th June

Thursday 14th July

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Reserve Sports Day

Wednesday 15th June

Tuesday 19th July

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork trip

Last day of Summer term

Monday 20th June - Wednesday 22nd June
Year 6 Induction Days 1-3

Please note that all dates are correct
as of date publication but can be
subject to change.

Reporting an absence
from Monday 25th
April

