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Dear Parents/Carers,
Re: Year 10 Courses September 2021 – July 2023
I am pleased to introduce to you the Options Booklet for your son or daughter. The phase of education
soon to be entered is called Key Stage 4 and many of the subjects laid down within it are compulsory. This
booklet outlines the details for each subject and takes you through the process of these important
choices. Your son or daughter’s education will need to prepare them for the rapidly changing world of
work. Today and in the future people will need to be multi-skilled, adaptable and may expect to change
roles several times. With this in mind we have developed a broad and balanced curriculum to reflect our
students' interests and talents.
It is important that everyone enters the options programme fully informed of the facts, making sure any
uncertainties are clarified with a member of staff. Options that are chosen at this stage, whilst not totally
binding, will be difficult to change once the courses are underway.
The purpose of this booklet is to:




Give you information about all the courses available
Identify the compulsory courses as well as explain the option choices
Help both students and parents/carers to make decisions for the future.

This is an exciting and challenging stage of a student's education when important decisions have to be
made. I hope you find this booklet both informs and helps you to make these decisions.
Even if you are a parent who has experienced the options process before, every year is different and I do
encourage you to join the events in our Options Week (Monday 11th – Friday 15th January), to ensure that
you are aware of all the courses available and whether they are suitable for your son or daughter.
Yours faithfully,

Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher
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Options Week Information

Monday 11th
January

Tuesday 12th
January

Wednesday Thursday 14th
13th January
January

1540-1600

The Options
Process Q+A
Session 1

1600-1620

Textiles GCSE

Hospitality and
Catering
Vocational Award

Business GCSE

1620-1640

Photography
GCSE

Computer
Science GCSE

Religious
Studies GCSE

Art GCSE

Geography GCSE

Music GCSE

History GCSE

Drama GCSE

1640-1700

1700-1720

The Options
Process Q+A
Session 2

French,
German,
Spanish GCSE

Friday 15th
January
The Options
Process Q+A
Session 3
Design
Technology:
Systems GCSE

PE GCSE and
Sport BTEC

Health and
Social Care BTEC

Please click on the session you are interested in to access
the TEAMS meeting at the appropriate time.
Click to view: Presentation from Mr Hudson about the Options Process
Advice from current students about how to choose your option subjects
In summary we advise students to:



Choose four options, one from each block and two reserve subjects from any block
Opt for at least one Ebacc subject - History, Geography, Computer Science, French, German or
Spanish
 Indicate
the priority
Hyperlink
to choices
pageof their choices – if a subject is oversubscribed this will used to resolve this
 Do not opt for more than three Technical Awards
o Maintain a broad and balanced curriculum and avoid choosing similar courses from the
same department. For example, PE GCSE and Sport BTEC
 Avoid taking too many courses where a high proportion of the final grade is made up by nonexamined assessments.
For further information please see Choosing Options
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Qualifications Overview

There is a range of qualifications on offer at Key Stage Four (KS4). In Years 10 and 11 students can study GCSEs and
Technical Awards. These courses all result in a Level 2 qualification, equivalent to passes at GCSE grades 9 to 1.
General Certificates of Secondary Education (GCSE)
The majority of qualifications offered at Key Stage 4 are GCSEs and these cover a range of subjects. Many subjects
such as Maths and English will be known from Year 9 but there are also new subjects on offer, such as Business.
Each GCSE follows National Criteria, with ground rules for all subjects to give a uniform framework for examinations
and syllabuses. The National Criteria include a list of aims and objectives for each course of study, indicating the skills
that students will need to develop e.g. recall of information, analysis and evaluation.
GCSEs are studied over two years with examinations at the end of Year 11. Many GCSEs include a non-examined
assessment which makes up 20% to 70% of the final grade. GCSEs are now graded 9 to 1 rather than the A* to G
scale that you may be familiar with. A fail is represented by a U grade. Some courses have tiers that link to a range
of grades: Foundation (grades 5 to 1) and Higher (grades 9 to 4). When considering the Sixth Form, GCSE passes at 9
to 4 will help students gain entry to A Levels and Level 3 BTEC Nationals, which are equivalent to A Levels.
Technical and Vocational Awards
St. Crispin’s also offers Technical and Vocational qualifications equivalent to GCSEs. These are: Sport (BTEC);
Hospitality and Catering (WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award) and Health and Social Care (BTEC). Each course is
equivalent to one GCSE pass at 9 – 1. These courses are mainly assessed through non-examined assessment, with at
least 25% assessed externally. The nature of the external assessment will depend on the subject area. The
approximate grading for these courses is given below. Further information is available from the Department for
Education.
GCSE Grades
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Technical and Vocational
Award Grades
Level 2 Distinction*
Level 2 Distinction
Level 2 Merit
Level 2 Pass

Level 1 Pass

In general, Technical and Vocational Awards will allow students to progress into the Sixth Form at St. Crispin’s,
either on to Level 3 BTEC courses or A Levels.
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The Next Steps
The English Baccalaureate
Since 2010 the government has encouraged students to study for a broad range of subjects as part of the English
Baccalaureate (Ebacc). To achieve this award, students need to achieve a grade 5 or above in the following subjects:
- English Language: with English Literature
- Maths
- Science: either Double or Triple Science and/or Computer Science
- A Humanities subject: History and/or Geography
- A Language: French, German, Spanish or a ‘home’ language.
All students will study English, Maths and at least two Sciences. To opt for the Ebacc from the remaining subjects,
students need to choose Geography or History and French, German or Spanish (or study for a ‘home’ language).
The option blocks allow students to study all the subjects that count towards the English Baccalaureate. St. Crispin’s
students can choose a Humanities subject and a Language and still have two further option choices. The Ebacc
subjects are shown in bold on the options form. Currently, Russell Group universities do not insist that students
study the Ebacc at KS4 but these subjects are held in high regard at GCSE and A Level.
At St. Crispin’s it is not compulsory for students to opt for both a humanity and a language and to study for the Ebacc.
However, we ask all students to choose at least one Ebacc subject as part of a broad and balanced curriculum.
Home Languages
Students who speak a language other than English at home may wish to gain an additional GCSE in that language if
such a qualification exists. Although this does not form part of the timetabled curriculum offered at St. Crispin’s, we
may well be able to provide support for their studies, such as providing past papers. A pass at grade 4 or above would
also count towards the English Baccalaureate.
Changes to GCSE
The Government has undertaken a reform of all GCSE subjects which has recently been completed.
The key features for the reformed GCSEs involve a change in:
-

-

-

Structure: All new GCSEs are fully linear and most will be untiered. This means that all exams will take place
at the end of the two year course in Year 11.
Assessment model: Assessment will normally be by examination only, except in subjects where some nonexamined assessment is the best approach, such as Art.
Exam Availability: Assessment will be available only in the summer, with the exception of Mathematics and
English Language, which will have an additional assessment opportunity for students aged 16 and over in
November.
Grading: The new GCSEs will be graded from 1 to 9, with 1 as the lowest grade and 9 as the highest. This
means that the new GCSEs will not use the previous A* to G scale.
There will be three points in the old and new grading scales at which a direct comparison can be made
between grades. As you can see in the chart below, these are:
o the bottom of a grade 7 will equal the bottom of a grade A
o the bottom of a grade 4 will equal the bottom of a grade C
o and lastly the bottom of a grade 1 will equal the bottom of a grade G
Please also note from the chart below that a ‘good pass’ in the Reformed GCSEs will be set at a grade 5, with
grade 4 being a ‘standard pass’.

The Next Steps

There is an Ofqual video introducing these changes. It can be viewed at https://youtu.be/ZfaAFwEcpQQ
Changes to Performance Measures
As well as the changes to GCSEs, the Government is also changing the way students’ and schools’ attainment and
achievement are measured. Up until 2015 all schools were measured by the familiar 5 A* to C, including English and
Maths. However from 2016 this has changed and has been replaced by the following four measures:
- Attainment 8 – the average grade achieved by a year group – this will be shown as a grade, such as B+
- Progress 8 – how much progress a cohort has made – shown as a number, such as +1.0 (one grade above
expectation for each subject studied)
- Percentage of students gaining the Ebacc (the definition of an Ebacc is on the previous pages)
- Percentage of students gaining a good grade in GCSE English and Maths.
Progression to the Sixth Form
At the end of Year 11 the vast majority of our students continue into our Sixth Form. However, for students to
successfully access the next step of their education into university, a further education college or with an employer,
they must realise their potential and gain a solid academic base with GCSEs and Technical Awards.
Students in our Sixth Form achieve excellent results through hard work, pastoral guidance and specialist teaching.
However, it is also important that students are on the right courses. With this in mind, currently the minimum entry
criteria are as follows:



For most A Level subjects, a grade 5 pass in the relevant GCSE subject and a grade 5 pass in English. Some
subjects will require a higher grade in English and/or Maths. Please look at the current 6th form prospectus
for further details.
We also offer a range of other Level 3 courses, such as BTECs, which require a grade 4 pass in the subject.

The Next Steps

It is important for students to gain a grade 5 or above in English and Maths to progress on to A Level and BTEC
courses. Good literacy and numeracy are needed for many courses so that students can access the materials studied.
Universities will also look at English and Maths grades at GCSE when a student is applying for a degree course.
Raising the Participation Age
Until recently it was compulsory for all students to remain in education until the age of 16 (end of Year 11). This was
extended so that students must now continue in education or training until at least their 18th birthday. This second
element is called raising the participation age (RPA). It does not mean that your son or daughter must stay in school
until 18, but that he/she must be in some form of education, training or a further education college.
There is also an expectation from the Government that all students should pass English and Maths at GCSE at grade
4 or above. Most students at St. Crispin’s will pass these GCSEs by the end of Year 11. However, those students who
do not pass will be expected to continue to study for English and Maths in a Sixth Form or at a further education
college beyond the age of 16.
Post 16 Pathways
At 14 years of age, some students may already have an occupation or career in mind and may know which subjects
they need to study at A Level/BTEC and university. Likewise it is highly recommended that students research the
course requirements of specific universities.
Our top universities in the UK generally recommend that students opt for a broad range of GCSE and/or Technical
Awards. The Russell Group, which consists of 24 research based universities including Oxford and Cambridge, is
mostly interested in success at Key Stage 4, rather than students who have taken particular subjects. There is
advice on their website to support options choices for GCSE and A level courses. For some subjects and careers,
there are some specific recommendations:
-

Medicine and Veterinary Sciences will ask for five – or sometimes more – top grades at GCSE
For Science and Engineering courses at least a grade 5 in GCSE English is required
Business and Psychology may ask for a grade 5 in Maths and, in some cases, Sciences.

For some specific universities there are also other recommendations:
-

-

Oxford and Cambridge base their entry requirements on A Level rather than GCSE results. They state that
most successful applicants will have a high proportion of top grades at GCSE.
University College, London is the only university which requires a Modern Foreign Language at GCSE.
However, UCL can be flexible if other GCSE results are strong and may offer support for a modern language
in a summer school.
Recent research from UCAS has also shown that at least 25% of all entrants to university have a mixture of
Level 3 BTEC and A Levels.
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum
In Key Stage 4, students will study a combination of core and optional subjects.

Core Subjects


English - GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature



Maths - GCSE Maths



Science - GCSE Combined Science – AQA Trilogy (Double Science) or GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics
(Triple Science)



Wellbeing – Not examined



Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education – Not examined

Option Subjects
In addition, there are four option choices to be made from the following subjects:



















Art – GCSE
Business – GCSE
Computer Science – GCSE
Design Technology: Systems – GCSE
Drama – GCSE
French – GCSE
Geography – GCSE
German – GCSE
Health and Social Care – BTEC
History – GCSE
Hospitality and Catering – Vocational Award
Music – GCSE
Photography – GCSE
Physical Education – GCSE
Religious Studies – GCSE
Spanish – GCSE
Sport – BTEC
Textiles – GCSE
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Assessment Overview

Courses can be assessed through a mixture of examination and non-examined assessment. Non-examined
assessments are tasks completed under supervision. Examinations cannot be avoided but, when selecting options,
students should consider which mixture of assessment would be most suitable.

Subject
English Language
English Literature
Maths
Double Science
Triple Science
Art
Business
Computer Science
Drama
French
Geography
German
Health and Social Care
History
Hospitality and Catering
Music
Photography
Physical Education (GCSE)
Product Design
Religious Studies
Spanish
Sport (BTEC)
Textiles

Exam Board
AQA
AQA
AQA
AQA
AQA
Edexcel
OCR
AQA
AQA
AQA
OCR
AQA
Edexcel
Edexcel
WJEC
AQA
Edexcel
AQA
Edexcel
OCR
AQA
Edexcel
AQA

Percentage of overall grade
assessed by Examination
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
40%
100%
100%
40%
100%
100%
100%
40%
100%
40%
40%
40%
60%
50%
100%
100%
30%
40%

Non-examined
assessment
60%
60%
60%
60%
60%
60%
40%
50%
70%
60%

All details about each subject were correct at the time of printing.
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Choosing Options

Since joining the school in Year 7, students have gained experience of all the subjects offered by the National
Curriculum. Looking forward to Years 10 and 11, students will continue to study some subjects that are compulsory,
but will also have the opportunity to select four subjects which they particularly enjoy studying. Some of these
subjects may have been on offer in Key Stage 3 (KS3) but some may be new, such as Business.
When deciding which options to take, students will need to consider:


Which subjects are most enjoyable?
Hopefully students like all subjects but will, of course, have preferences. Remember that likes and dislikes are
sometimes determined by who the teacher is. Is it sensible to choose subjects on that basis? It is likely that
someone else will teach you next year. Is it the style of learning that makes a subject more appealing? Do you
enjoy fieldwork, projects, a visual approach or experiments?



In which subjects have you been successful?
Are you good at the things you like? Do you always like the things you are good at? How soon should you
specialise in your best subjects? Can this be carried into the Sixth Form? Are there good subjects you could
drop for two years and then be ready to start again? What are the skills that make you good at a subject anyway?



Which type of assessment best suits your style of learning?
GCSEs and Technical Awards are both assessed through non-examined assessments and exams. However the
importance of the exam element of the course varies from subject to subject. When looking across all of your
subjects, do consider the mix of non-examined assessments and final exams; are you organised enough to work
towards many subjects with lots of non-examined assessments?



Advice you have received
When choosing their options, many students are not sure about their future career. This is not unusual and does
not matter. However it is important that a broad range of subjects is selected. Read all of the information in this
booklet; ask for advice from parents, subject teachers, tutors and your Head of Year. Students should make sure
that they complete their own research, using materials on the internet and in the school library.



Which subjects do you need for the Sixth Form, a future career or university course?
Have you looked ahead to Sixth Form and/or university? Have you chosen a sufficiently broad range of subjects
to maintain the flexibility to meet a variety of career requirements? Have you researched which subjects are
required for a particular career? If you are interested in particular university courses you should consult the
Sixth Form prospectus online, university websites and UCAS https://www.ucas.com/

When choosing options, there are a number of ‘don’ts’ for students. Please don’t choose a subject:
 because you think it is easier than others
 because friends have also chosen that subject
 because you like the teacher
 because it sounds new and exciting and you have not studied it before
 because your brother or sister chose it
 because you can go on an interesting trip
Give yourself time to make good decisions!
We would like all students to study a broad and balanced curriculum, to maximise their opportunities in later life
for university or employment. Therefore, we strongly recommend that students choose options from different
subject areas.

Choosing Options
Students may only choose one option per option block because all options in the same block are timetabled at the
same time. Each option will be studied across five periods per fortnight throughout Year 10 and Year 11.
Every effort will be made to give all students their first choices but if there is insufficient interest in a particular course,
it may not be run. If this is the case we will contact students and parents/carers as soon as possible. We also aim to
restrict the number of reserve choices any student has to take. However where a subject is over-subscribed, students
who submit their forms after the deadline may have to take a reserve choice subject.
In summary we advise students to:






Choose four options, one from each block and two reserve subjects from any block
Opt for at least one Ebacc subject - History, Geography, Computer Science, French, German or Spanish
Indicate the priority of their choices – if a subject is oversubscribed, we will consider each individual
student’s stated priorities to resolve this.
Do not opt for more than three Technical Awards
o Maintain a broad and balanced curriculum and avoid choosing similar courses from the same
department. For example, PE GCSE and Sport BTEC
Avoid taking too many courses where a high proportion of the final grade is made up by non-examined
assessments.

Please note that:








Options are not handed out on a first come, first served basis. All options forms handed in by the deadline
will be given equal consideration.
The reserve options are important and may be used if one of the first four options is over-subscribed.
It is possible to take a mixture of GCSEs and Technical Awards. We would recommend that students do not
opt for more than three Technical Awards, to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum.
In a number of subject areas we ask for students to discuss their choice with the subject teacher and to sign
their form to show their agreement. These are:
o Students wishing to opt for more than one Modern Foreign Language (French/Spanish and
German).
o Students wishing to study Music or Drama. This is in order to discuss the commitment to
developing practical performance skills throughout the course.
o Students wishing to study Computer Science. This course requires students to be at a Good Step 4
in Maths and be following the Higher Tier GCSE Maths course.
o Where a department offers a Technical Award and a GCSE course, students must speak with Heads
of Department to make sure they select the most suitable course.
It may be possible for students to change their options after the deadline but before the courses begin in
Year 10. However if courses are full, any changes would be restricted. To avoid any disappointment,
option choices should be carefully considered before the deadline.
Students will not be able to drop subjects once the courses have started in Year 10. It is therefore very
important that students select subjects carefully in consultation with their parents/carers.
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Year 9 Options Timetable

Monday 11th January 2021

Options Assembly for students

Monday 11th – Friday 15th January 2021

Options Week for parents/carers and students
Options booklet PDF available
Options form issued (the online version will be
shared at the end of the week)

Monday 11th January to
Friday 5th February 2021

Students discussions with their tutors, subject
teachers and parents/carers to consider and
research different option subjects

Thursday 4th February 2021

Parents’ Evening

Monday 8th February 2021

Deadline for Options Forms

February and March 2021

Option Interviews for identified students with
Senior members of staff
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Core Subjects – English Language (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

All students study both English Language and English Literature at KS4. These are two separate qualifications. Both are compulsory and do
not need to be chosen as options. It is hoped that across the courses students will be presented with topics and ideas that they find both
challenging and engaging.

Topics Covered

Reading: Students will be expected to demonstrate a precise understanding of texts; analyse and evaluate facts, ideas and opinions; effectively
summarise and paraphrase; explain how writers achieve their effects; recognise and respond to linguistic devices and extract information for
specific purposes.
Writing: In their own writing students will express thoughts, feelings and opinions in order to interest, convince and engage the reader; order
and convey facts, ideas and opinions clearly; use appropriate vocabulary; demonstrate a sense of audience; write with accuracy and use
sentence structures effectively.
Spoken Language (speaking and listening): Students will be assessed on their ability to present, respond to questions and use standard
English. A separate endorsement will be awarded. However, this will not contribute to the final grade awarded to students.

Assessment

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading
and Writing
What is assessed?
Section A: Reading
 One literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
 Descriptive or narrative writing
How is it assessed?
 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
 80 marks
50%

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and
Perspectives
What is assessed?
Section A: Reading
 One non-fiction text and one
literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
 Writing to present a viewpoint
How is it assessed?
 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
 80 marks
50%

Non-examination
Assessment: Spoken Language
What is assessed?
 Presenting
 Responding to questions and feedback
 Use of Standard English

How is it assessed?
 Tasks set by teacher throughout
course
 Marked by teacher
 Separate endorsement
(0% weighting of GCSE)

Further details can be found on the English Department Website
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Core Subjects – English Literature (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

All students study both English Language and English Literature at KS4. These are two separate qualifications. Both are compulsory and do
not need to be chosen as options. It is hoped that across the courses students will be presented with topics and ideas that they find both
challenging and engaging.
The AQA English Literature course allows students to experience a range of literary texts across different genres, cultures and times. It will
teach students how to approach the study of Literature and make engaged personal responses to texts, including texts that they have not
studied in class.

Topics Covered

The AQA English Literature course covers a range of texts. These will include modern prose or drama, texts exploring culture, poetry
(taught and unseen) and Literary Heritage texts.

Assessment

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
What is assessed?
 Shakespeare
 The 19th century novel

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
What is assessed?
 Modern texts
 Poetry
 Unseen Poetry

How is it assessed?
 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
 64 marks
40% of GCSE

How is it assessed?
 Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes
 96 marks
60% of GCSE

Further details can be found on the English Department Website
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Core Subjects – Maths (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

The qualification in Mathematics encourages students to develop confidence in, and have a positive attitude towards, Mathematics.
Students will learn to recognise the importance of Mathematics in their own lives and to society. It prepares students to make informed
decisions about the use of technology, the management of money, further learning opportunities and career choices.
The students are taught in sets based on ability and performance and there are opportunities for transfer between sets during Year 10 and,
in extreme cases, in Year 11. The use of a scientific calculator is an essential part of the course and, therefore, all students are expected to
bring one to every Mathematics lesson.

Topics Covered

Each tier entry and paper covers skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts, including Number, Algebra, Geometry,
Measures, Statistics and Probability. This gives the students the opportunity to develop the ability to:





Assessment

acquire and use problem-solving strategies
select and apply mathematical techniques and methods in every day and real-world situations
reason mathematically, make deductions, inferences and draw conclusions
interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information and context.

Students will follow the linear AQA specification at either higher tier (grades 9 to 4) or foundation tier (5 to 1) and will sit three written
papers which are externally marked.
Time
Calculator
Weighting
Paper 1
1hr 30 min
NOT allowed
33.3%
Paper 2

1hr 30 min

Allowed

33.3%

Paper 3

1hr 30 min

Allowed

33.3%

Further details can be found on the Mathematics Department Website

Return To Contents Page

Core Subjects – Combined Science AQA Trilogy (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

Students studying Double Science will cover the three science disciplines in the traditional fashion, much like the current Core and Additional
GCSE. The content is a subset of the three separate sciences. The more able scientists will be identified through regular assessment and
Pre-Public Exams in Year 10 and at the start of Year 11. The Science Department will advise students and parents/carers which pathway is
best for students in Year 11. More able scientists will be fast tracked to complete the three separate sciences while the majority of other
students will complete GCSE Combined Science.
Science attempts to explain the world in which we live and it provides technologies that have a great impact on our society and the
environment. Scientists try to explain phenomena and solve problems using evidence. The data to be used as evidence must be reliable
and valid, as only then can appropriate conclusions be made.
The course aims to make students scientifically literate citizens. Students will be equipped to question, engage in debate, and use evidence
in decision-making. In particular students will learn to gauge the reliability of evidence to make valid judgements in Science.
The Science courses at GCSE are designed to encourage students to:
 Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, science
 Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods
 Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in society
 Acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning.

Topics Covered

All options adhere to the requirements of the National Curriculum. This demands coverage of all three traditional areas of Science:
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Assessment

Students will study sciences in the three traditional areas. The course is structured as follows:
 Six exam papers: (two Biology, two Chemistry, two Physics)
 Each exam paper is one hour 15 minutes long comprising of structured and closed questions, worth circa 16.7 % of the total marks
 There are exam papers at Higher and Foundation tiers
 There are 16 practical assessments in total, which students are required to undertake but do not contribute to the final grade.

Further details can be found on the Science Department Website
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Core Subjects – GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

More able scientists will be fast tracked to complete the three separate sciences. These students will be identified through regular
assessment during Years 9 and 10 as well as Pre-Public Exams in Year 10 and at the start of Year 11. The Science Department will advise
students and parents/carers which pathway is best for students in Year 11. Studying the separate sciences means students will cover more
content than GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy. It provides greater preparation for A-level, without overlapping content.

Topics Covered

All options adhere to the requirements of the National Curriculum. This demands coverage of all three traditional areas of Science: Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. The separate science route provides opportunities to study in greater depth the core topics and also to study new
topics such as how the brain works and how plants defend themselves from disease. New exciting topics in Chemistry have been introduced,
such as the role of fertilizer in agriculture and organic chemistry, whilst Physics students will find out about Physics in space and how nuclear
reactors work.

Assessment

Students will study sciences in the three traditional areas. The courses are structured as follows:




Two papers for each of the three sciences, assessing knowledge and understanding from different topics
Each exam paper is 1 hr 45, comprising multiple choice, structured and closed short answer and open response questions. Each
exam constitutes 50 % of the total marks for that science
There are eight practical assessments in each science, which students are required to undertake but which do not contribute to the
final grade.

Further details can be found on the Science Department Website
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Core Subjects – Wellbeing

Overview

All students in Years 10 and 11 with receive three hours of Wellbeing each week. These lessons will build upon the skills and knowledge
developed at Key Stage 3 and also promote lifelong participation in exercise and a healthy lifestyle.
Students will also complete a leadership unit of work, which involves them taking on the role of coach and official in a range of sports.

Topics Covered

Students will cover a number of Wellbeing topics during the year including Nutrition, Work-life Balance, Being Active, Healthy Routines and
Healthy Behaviours. They will also take part in a number of recreational and competitive sports and complete a Sports Leadership Unit.

Assessment

There is no formal assessment of performance at Key Stage 4, however the students will reflect on the Wellbeing Programme by producing
resources for the topics covered that will help improve the wellbeing of both themselves and others. Students that demonstrate higher
order leadership skills will have the opportunity to coach and work with younger students in the school.

Further details can be found on the PE Department Website
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Core Subjects – Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education
Overview

All students in Years 10 and 11 participate in Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education through a series of enrichment days and tutor
activities.

Topics Covered

A variety of topics are covered with the objective of helping students with their personal development. Some of the topics covered
include: financial awareness, study skills, CV writing, preparing for the world of work, anti-bullying and safety and health education.
Activities are delivered by tutors within the school together with outside agencies. The sessions are varied and as active as possible,
including small group work, debates, individual activities and presentations from outside speakers.
There are two main aims of these activities:



Assessment

firstly, to give students the information and support they need to make their post-16 choices and
secondly, to provide students with the skills and knowledge they need for life beyond school.

There is no formal assessment of performance at Key Stage 4.

Further details can be found on the PSHCE Department Website
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Options Subjects – Art (GCSE)
Overview

The aim of the course is to develop and extend talent (at every level) whilst widening knowledge and understanding of art and artists. The
course rewards intelligent and imaginative thinking and the majority of students opting for Art find the course both worthwhile and
enjoyable. Whatever ability students enjoy, they are expected to show a commitment to Art and a willingness to pursue excellence.
In Year 10 students are expected to plan, research and develop a variety of ideas in response to particular briefs. This work is specific
enough to direct students and enables the pursuit of independent and personal responses. In Year 11 students are encouraged to explore
and develop their own projects and are taught a framework upon which to extend and realise their ideas.
The course will be supported by museum or gallery visits to inform work done in class; however, exhibitions should be independently
visited whenever possible.

Topics Covered

The course covers a range of practical skills including painting, drawing, three dimensional work and printmaking. Students study the work
of artists, craftsmen and designers and utilise this knowledge in developing their own work.

Assessment

Paper
1
2

Component
Personal Portfolio
Externally set assignment

Weighting
60%
40%

Method of assessment
Internally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
Externally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
Preparation period of 3 months
10 hours timed examination

Further details can be found on the Art Department Website
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Options Subjects – Business (GCSE)
Overview

Business suits students who are interested in the commercial world around them and are happy to work with data, graphs and computers.
Business is an academically challenging subject and it is advisable that students have good numeracy and literacy skills.
Business GCSE is not about setting up your own business. Although the majority of business lessons are classroom based, at times laptops
will be used as a tool to produce business documents such as cash flow forecasts, accounts, marketing reports and break-even charts.

Topics Covered

Students will learn about the operations of various functional departments within a business such as marketing, finance, operations and
human resources. In addition they will learn about the economic and legal environment in which businesses operate.
The department also takes an interest in the City of London and students have the opportunity to simulate the purchasing of stocks and
shares. Recruitment and selection are also studied and students will experience procedures for job applications.

Assessment

There are 2 examinations that will be completed at the end of year 11:
 Business 1: Business activity, marketing and people.
 Business 2: Operations, finance and influences on business.
Both papers are worth 50% of the final grade and are 1 hour 30 minutes long.

Further details can be found on the Business Department Website
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Options Subjects – Computer Science (GCSE - Ebacc)
Overview

Computing is of enormous importance to the economy and its role in technological, scientific and engineering developments is growing
rapidly. The rapid pace of change in technology in the workplace and society is resulting in employers needing young people who have the
skills to be able to create, as well as understand and utilise, technology.
This subject is suitable for those students who are good at Mathematics, enjoy logical problem-solving and are keen to learn to develop
good programming (coding) skills. For students to enjoy and be successful at this course, they should be on a good Step 4 in Maths and will
be following the higher tier GCSE course in maths.

Topics Covered

1. Fundamentals of algorithms
2. Programming
3. Fundamentals of data representation
4. Computer systems
5. Fundamentals of computer networks
6. Fundamentals of cyber security
7. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including issues of privacy
8. Aspects of software development

Assessment

Exams: 100% of this course is assessed using formal examinations.
 Paper 1 – Computational thinking and programming skills – 2 hour exam – 90 marks – 50% of GCSE
 Paper 2 – Computing concepts - 1hr 45min exam – 90 marks – 50% of GCSE

Further details can be found on the Computing Department Website

Return To Contents Page

Options Subjects – Drama (GCSE)

Overview

The GCSE Drama course focuses on working imaginatively, collaborating creatively and communicating successfully. The course encourages
students to develop critical thinking skills and become effective and independent learners; these skills are vital attributes as we prepare
students for further education and the workplace. The course will help students to develop:
 Knowledge and understanding of style, genre and social context
 Performance techniques – interpretation, improvisation, voice, physicality, stage configuration and use of space
 Enquiring and reflective minds alongside independent and creative thinking.
Students will find the study of GCSE Drama both enjoyable and challenging. Students will be inspired to produce work which shows their
ability to interpret differing texts and styles and find pathways to create imaginative and original productions.
Students should discuss the performance aspect of the course with their teacher and have their options form signed.
To enrich their learning, we lead trips to see a variety of different live productions. These will ignite the imagination of our students and
motivate their creative minds as they reflect upon and respond to the work they have seen. In recent years students have seen The National
Theatre’s Warhorse, Frantic Assembly’s Othello, and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time. As well as theatre trips, students
are encouraged to take part in the extensive extra-curricular programme, either as members of the cast or production team.

Topics Covered

Assessment

 Study and Performance of Play Texts
 Devised Theatre
 Live Theatre Production Seen
Component 1 – Understanding Drama - 40% Written Exam
Section A – Multiple Choice Questions assessing knowledge of drama and terminology
Section B – Study of a Set Text – combined long and short answers on one play studied during the course
Section C – Live Production – two short essays on a live production seen during the course
Component 2 – Devising Drama – 40% Practical Exam
Students study the process and techniques for devising drama as actors or designers. Students produce a ‘devising log’ recording their
creative process and development of ideas. This component is marked by teachers and externally moderated by AQA.
Component 3 – Texts in Practice – 20% Practical Exam
Students study and perform two extracts from one play, working either as actors or designers. This component is marked by AQA.

Further details can be found on the Drama Department Website
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Options Subjects – Design Technology: Systems (GCSE)
Overview

This GCSE requires students to have a broad range of knowledge and skills covering aspects of graphics, textiles, timbers, systems and
polymers. This qualification encourages and enable students to design and make products with creativity and originality, using a range of
materials and techniques. Students design and make quality products and gain awareness of the need to consider sustainability and the
environmental impact of their designing.

Topics Covered

In the first year, students will be exposed to a wide range of making processes related to systems. They will learn to research, develop and
present their ideas through a range of different methods including traditional sketching, photography and use of computer aided programmes
such as CAD/CAM. They will then make prototypes to test their ideas. This skills based course leads into the personal project (component 2)
at the end of Year 10 and is completed during Year 11.

Assessment

Students will follow the linear Edexcel specification as follows:
Component 1 (End of course written examination) is worth 50% of the GCSE grade. The examination consists of a structured exam paper
which students will be prepared for. There will be two sections in the paper – one will test Core Knowledge covering all the technology
specialisms and the other will be based on Systems.
Component 2 (Contextual Challenge) is a themed ‘design and make’ activity worth 50% of the GCSE grade. Students are given a choice of
themes with related questions that allow them to resolve a design problem creatively. Students will be assessed on the quality of research,
idea exploration, detailed planning and the creation of a final product (or prototype). Students will need to work with a ‘client’ to aid
discussions and improve the quality of their work. In this unit students can work within any of the specialisms covered on the course and are
encouraged to mix specialisms in order to realise their visions.

Further details can be found on the Design Technology Department Website
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Options Subjects – French, German and Spanish (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

Are you interested in being able to communicate in a multi-cultural world and in being able to live and work in a variety of countries, not just
in Britain? If so, then a GCSE in either French, German or Spanish is the course for you.
Why is it so important to be able to speak a foreign language in today’s society? Having this skill will most definitely help you to stand out
from the crowd when it comes to applying for a job or university place. It will offer you the opportunity to meet new people and visit new
places and experience a variety of cultures. Being able to show that you can successfully learn either French, German or Spanish will show
prospective employers that you have the necessary skills to learn any language.
The AQA GCSE courses in French, German and Spanish build on knowledge already acquired at Key Stage 3. The course aims to encourage
awareness of various aspects of societies in which the target language is spoken. It also helps to develop communication skills and competence
in the target language as well as extending students intellectually.
There is a fantastic sense of achievement in being able to communicate successfully with people from other countries who speak a different
language. Did you know that 75% of the world’s population does not speak English at all? So it is very much a myth that ‘everyone speaks
English’! As part of the globalised world in which live, it is becoming ever more vital that we are able to communicate with as many people as
possible and having the skills necessary to learn a foreign language is crucial.

Topics Covered

Assessment

You will learn vocabulary relating to the following 3 themes:
 Identity & Culture
 Local, National, International & Global Areas of Interest
 Current & Future Study & Employment.
You will also learn grammar structures to assist you in the understanding and production of the language.
You will be assessed in each of the four skill areas at either Foundation Level (Grades 5 – 1) or Higher Level (Grades 9 – 4):
 Listening (25% - External Assessment) – Students develop the skill of understanding specific details in formal and informal situations.
 Reading (25% - External Assessment) – Students are taught to extract the key information from texts and translate into English.
 Speaking (25% - Non-examined Assessment) – Students practise this skill in a variety of ways enabling them to communicate effectively.
In the assessment students will be given stimuli to discuss and will hold a conversation on one of three themes.
 Writing (25% - External Assessment) – Students will be required to write a variety of short texts including e-mails, blogs, social media
posts, articles and reports as well as to translate a short passage into the target language.

Further details can be found on the Modern Foreign Languages Department Website
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Options Subjects – Geography (GCSE – Ebacc)

Overview

Students will have learned a number of geographical skills and gained geographical knowledge at Key Stage 3. This will be developed further
during the GCSE course to give them a better understanding of the world. Much of it will be new, but previous study of Geography will have
prepared students to think like a geographer. GCSE geographers gain many skills that make them highly desirable for employers. Some skills
will be ICT-based and some will be interpersonal or intellectual such as team working; analysis; report writing; decision making and data
handling. In addition to this, geographers will develop an up-to-date knowledge of extremely relevant issues, becoming socially, economically
and environmentally aware.

Topics Covered

Unit 1: Living in the UK Today
 ‘Landscapes of the UK’ – Investigating the physical processes involved in the creation of river and coastal environments and how
humans interact with and influence these landscapes.
 ‘People of the UK’ – Examining the changing development and population in the UK.
 ‘UK Environmental Challenges’ - Investigating the challenges faced through people’s interactions with the physical environment,
specifically extreme weather events and the UK’s energy use and security.
Unit 2: The World Around Us
 ‘Ecosystems of the Planet’ – Exploring a variety of ecosystems globally, concentrating on coral reefs and tropical rainforests.
 ‘People of the Planet’ – Examining uneven global development and the causes and consequences of growth in urban areas, focusing
specifically on the people and culture of a city in an emerging country.
 ‘Environmental Threats to our Planet’ - Investigating threats to humans and the environment due to climate change and extreme
weather conditions.
Unit 3: Geographical Skills
This section focuses on the interpretation of material such as Ordnance Survey maps, graphs, photographs and diagrams. Within this unit
students will complete compulsory fieldwork in both human and physical geographical contexts, with a trip in the summer of Year 10. This
will enable students to apply their geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to a real out-of-classroom context.

Assessment

All units will be assessed in June of Year 11. This happens in three exams as follows:
 Living in the UK today – 1 hour written paper – 30% of GCSE
 The World Around Us – 1 hour written paper – 30% of GCSE
 Geographical Skills – 1 hour 30mins written paper – 40% of GCSE

Further details can be found on the Geography Department Website
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Options Subjects – Health and Social Care (BTEC)

Overview

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Technical Award in Health and Social Care is a two year qualification. It is designed to provide an exciting introduction
to the world of Health and Social Care. The qualification provides routes for continuing education and future employment in many diverse
areas of health and social care, including: nursing, social work, working with children, caring and teaching.
Students will study topics that cover all aspects of Health and Social Care. These are outlined below.

Topics Covered

Human Growth and Development
 human growth and development
 the factors affecting growth and development
 the development of self-concept
 life changes and sources of support.
Health, Social Care and Children's Services
 care needs of individuals
 types of care services
 the ways of obtaining care services and the barriers to access
 the main work roles and skills of people who provide health, social care and children's services
 the principles of care.

Assessment

Health and Wellbeing
 what does it mean to be ‘healthy’?
 factors that influence health and wellbeing
 understand what health indictors are and use this information to assess someone’s health
 create a plan of action to improve someone’s health and wellbeing.
Assessment is in two parts:
 an externally marked piece of work, which equates to 40% of the final mark
 two pieces of internally marked coursework, completed as non-examined assessments during the course that equate to 60% of the
final mark (30% for each piece of work).

Further details can be found on the Health and Social Care Department Website
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Options Subjects - History (GCSE – Ebacc)
Overview

Come discover why Elizabeth killed her cousin, why America refused to go to an Olympics, why Hitler escaped execution after a failed
revolution and why Wokingham was a hotbed of crime in the 18th century. In History, the truth is often stranger than fiction! At GCSE
students will take an exciting journey through time solving mysteries and losing themselves in unbelievable stories. They will discover that
you simply cannot make these things up. History builds key skills and help you become critical, analytical, independent thinkers who can
argue better than anyone else.
The course covers a broad chronology of British, European and World History covering over 1000 years, from the blood feud between Elizabeth
I and her cousin Mary Queen of Scots, to the brink of nuclear war! History lets you investigate the impact of events on both society and
individual people. Ranging from politics to persecution, peace to war, the History course covers a full range of human experience.
The course helps students to understand the world in which they live and the forces that have shaped that world. History also provides
training in dealing with the large amounts of conflicting evidence which we face in everyday life. It teaches you to weigh information carefully
and to detect bias – useful skills when we are exposed to the media bombardment of modern society.
Each year the department leads a residential trip to Berlin: immersing themselves into a once divided city, taking in some of the city’s sites of
historical significance, including the Olympic Stadium and Sachsenhausen concentration camp to further their understanding of the Cold War
and Third Reich. We hope that students will be able to join us on this trip to learn about History through experiencing it in person.

Topics Covered

Paper 1: Crime and Punishment c.1000-present day: Including the Whitechapel Ripper murders and the Wokingham highwayman.
Paper 2: The reign of Elizabeth I 1558-1588: A look at how a woman was able to defeat the most powerful nation on earth and turn England
into a cultural and political power. The Cold War 1941-1991: Spies, nuclear bombs, and the space race. How did two superpowers destroy
each other if they can’t go to war?
Paper 3: Germany between 1918-1939: How did a homeless tramp take over Germany? A study looking at how Germany changed from the
end of WWI to the start of WWII.

Assessment

All of the papers studied are taken as external exams taken at the end of Year 11.
Paper 1 is 1 hour and 15 minutes long and worth 30%
Paper 2 is 1 hour and 45 minutes long and worth 40%
Paper 3 is 1 hour and 20 minutes long and worth 30%.

Further details can be found on the History Department Website
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Options Subjects - Hospitality and Catering (Vocational Award)

Overview

Hospitality and Catering is a vocational qualification suitable for those who wish to progress to further education or good preparation for
those entering the world of work. Students will develop skills of hospitality and catering including cooking and presentation skills and
technological knowledge.

Topics Covered

By studying Hospitality and Catering students will:
 Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate
 Understand how hospitality and catering provision operates
 Understand how hospitality and catering provision meets health and safety requirements
 Know how food can cause ill health
 Be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements
 Understand the importance of nutrition when planning menus
Students will undertake a wide range of different recipes that will enhance their skills and help build their confidence in the kitchen. They
will also have theory lessons to ensure they are developing the knowledge needed for their written exam.

Assessment

Unit 1: Externally assessed 90 minute online exam that covers the theory elements of the course, this will include all areas of catering, from
hygiene and food safety, to dietary requirements and how different types of hospitality establishments work.
Unit 2: Internally assessed portfolio of evidence to show a choice of dishes and skills (72 Guided learning hours). The portfolio will include
environmental issues and food safety and hygiene. Students will also plan, trial, prepare, cook and serve a three course meal or range of
dishes for a target group or catering outlet.
Grades awarded: Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 Distinction *

Further details can be found on the Art and Design Website
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Options Subjects - Music (GCSE)
Overview

The Music Department follows the AQA GCSE Music Specification. GCSE Music is both practical and academic, and is a course that gives
students a chance to develop their musicality as performers and composers. It also encourages students to develop their understanding of
how music works through listening and analysis.
Students of all abilities can take this course. Whilst it is helpful to be able to read music, this is not a prerequisite. Students can choose to
perform with their voice or any instrument. We strongly advise those studying for GCSE Music to have lessons with a specialist teacher, to
support the development of technical skills required for performance. Financial assistance is available to support those students who qualify
for the PPG with the costs of this tuition. Students should discuss this aspect of the course with their teacher and have their options form
signed.
Students who enjoy Music will find GCSE Music both challenging and fun. This course is an ideal way of developing your musicianship.

Topics Covered





Assessment

Listening and Analysing
- Western Classical Music 1650-1910
- Popular Music
- Traditional Music
- The Western Classical Tradition since 1910
Performance (solo and ensemble)
Composition

Unit 1 – Contextual Understanding: An exam paper, worth 40% of the final grade, which tests written response through listening exercises
using various excerpts of music.
Unit 2 – Performance: Two recorded non-examined assessments, totalling 4-7 minutes, one as a soloist; the other as part of an ensemble.
Together, these are worth 30% of the final grade. Performances can take place on any instrument, voice or using music technology. The
ensemble component must last a minimum duration of one minute.
Unit 3 – Composition: Non-examined Assessment worth 30% of the final grade: Two pieces totalling 3-4½ minutes, one composed to a brief;
one free choice.

Further details can be found on the Music Department Website
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Options Subjects - Photography (GCSE)
Overview

The aim of the course is to develop and extend talent (at every level) whilst widening knowledge and understanding of photography and
photographers. Students study the work of photographers and utilise this knowledge in developing their own work. The course will be
supported by gallery visits to inform work done in class; however, exhibitions should be independently visited whenever possible.
In Year 10 students will undertake a series of short projects, which will enable them to develop their camera skills. They will also learn a
variety of lighting techniques and will gain a sound understanding of digital editing using Photoshop. Students are expected to plan, research
and develop a variety of ideas in response to particular briefs. This work is specific enough to direct students and enables the pursuit of
independent and personal responses. In Year 11 students are encouraged to explore and develop their own projects and are taught a
framework upon which to extend and realise their ideas.
The course requires students to own a camera that has basic manual override settings in order to develop their technical knowledge,
although high quality equipment is available in school for teaching the more advanced techniques.

Topics Covered

The course covers a range of different photography genres, technical and aesthetic skills needed for photography and image manipulation
using Photoshop.

Assessment

Paper
1
2

Component
Personal Portfolio
Externally set assignment

Weighting Method of assessment
60%
Internally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
40%
Externally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
Preparation period of 3 months
10 hours timed examination

Further details can be found on the Art Department Website
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Options Subjects – Physical Education (GCSE)

Overview

This GCSE Physical Education course is aimed at students who have a very good all round practical ability and a keen interest in the wider
aspects of sport and improving themselves as a performer. Successful students will often play a number of sports competitively, both within
school and at local clubs.
The course has a practical element (40%), which is used to extend and challenge students by developing their practical skills to a higher
level. A wide range of sports is covered throughout the two years, so it is essential that students show commitment for the duration of the
course. Through the theoretical elements (60%) of the course, students will be able to apply theoretical concepts and theories to their own
performance, using these to suggest ways in which they can improve.

Topics Covered

Assessment

Practical Content
Students will be examined in three sports: one of which is an individual activity such as Athletics, Badminton, Trampolining or swimming;
one team game activity such as Football, Rugby or Netball; the final sport is a free choice activity (either a team game or individual).
Theoretical Content
Areas of study include:
Paper 1: Applied anatomy and physiology - the functions of bones, muscles, the heart and lungs, movement analysis - biomechanics of
movement, physical training-fitness and health and using data to improve sports performance.
Paper 2: Sports psychology, socio-cultural influence - drugs in sport and hooliganism, health, fitness and well-being and using data to improve
sports performance
Practical assessment (40%)
Throughout the course, students are assessed in a range of sports students, focusing upon skills in isolation and fully competitive situations.
Students’ three highest practical scores from the various sports and roles covered over the two years are used for their final assessment:
there is scope for sports that are taken outside of school to be assessed.
Theoretical assessment (60%)
Students will cover a range of theoretical content over the two years, culminating in two written examinations lasting 1 hour and 15
minutes.

This department offers two courses for Year 10 and 11 students (for information on Sport BTEC please click here).
Students should talk to their subject teachers to check which course is most suitable and then make sure their options form is signed by the teacher.
Further details can be found on the PE Department Website
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Options Subjects – Religious Studies (GCSE)
Overview

The Religious Studies Department follows the OCR GCSE Religious Studies Full Course (J625). The aim of the course is to explore a range of
philosophical and ethical issues as well as providing students with a detailed knowledge and understanding of two major world religions. The
course will encourage students to adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion and different worldviews.
Students will also begin to consider and develop their own arguments towards philosophical and ethical questions. Finally, students will also
gain valuable skills in constructing and writing well-balanced and well-informed arguments.
In lessons, students will gain sound knowledge and understanding of key concepts and teachings and then use this knowledge to consider and
respond to a range of theological, philosophical, and ethical questions. Students will also regularly engage with and complete a range of
practice exam questions to develop perfect exam technique ahead of the exams.

Topics Covered

Students study different philosophical and ethical arguments and their impact and influence in the modern world. There are four themes of
study:
 Relationships and families
 The existence of God/gods/ultimate reality
 Religion, peace and conflict
 Dialogue within and between religions and non-religious beliefs
Students will begin to consider and form their own arguments towards these topics as well as considering a religious perspective.
Students will also study the beliefs, teachings and practises of two major world religions: Christianity and Islam.

Assessment

GCSE Religious Studies will be examined through three written exams in the summer of Year 11:




Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings and Practices – 1 hour – 25%
Islam: Beliefs and Teachings and Practices – 1 hour – 25%
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics in the modern world – 2 hours – 50%

The exams will consist of some small knowledge-based questions and some extended essay-style questions. There is no non-examined
element for this GCSE course.

Further details can be found on the Religious Studies Department Website
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Options Subjects – Sport BTEC

Overview

The BTEC in Sport is an engaging way of developing students’ knowledge and practical experience of sport and the sports industry. It is a
diverse course that enables students who enjoy the subject to build upon the skills and knowledge learnt at Key Stage 3 whilst introducing
them to vocational opportunities within the leisure sector, such as fitness instructor or sports coach.
This is achieved through the course having a large practical element linked to the world of work and further education, with students involved
in activities, such as designing and carrying out personal exercise programmes and coaching local primary school children.
When completing assessment tasks, successful students will need to be organised and motivated to work independently and meet regular
deadlines.

Topics Covered

Over the two years students will cover the following units:
 Fitness for Sports and Exercise
 Practical Sport (Team and Individual Sports)
 The Mind and Sports Performance
 Training for Personal Fitness.
These units have all been chosen as they have a high level of practical content. Some theory lessons will be necessary in order to consolidate
students’ knowledge of the concepts covered. Students will also receive support during lessons when completing assessment tasks.

Assessment

30% of the course is assessed by an online examination (1 hour) which students will take in Year 11 (Fitness for Sport and Exercise).
The other three units are assessed internally (70%) using Pass, Merit and Distinction criteria, and can be completed in a number of ways suited
to each individual student, such as posters, PowerPoint presentations or verbal presentations. This gives students the freedom to work in a
way which suits them best, enabling them to reach their potential in the subject.

This department offers two courses for Y10 and Y11 Students. For further details of Physical Education GCSE please click here
Students should talk to their subject teachers to check which course is most suitable and then ask a teacher to sign their options form.
Further details can be found on the PE Department Website
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Options Subjects – Textiles (GCSE)
Overview

Year 10 focusses on building skills and understanding of textile techniques and drawing, through a series of mini projects and introductory
sessions, exploring a wide range of textile approaches. The students will also build skills in researching and developing ideas considering
different creative contexts and styles. They learn how ideas, feelings, forms and purposes can generate responses that express a creative
purpose.

Topics Covered

Students will explore a range of creative textile and drawing techniques and approaches through learning about fashion design and illustration,
constructed textiles, printed and dyed textiles, stitched and embellished textiles (both hand and machine based), and digital textiles. They will
also explore the applications of these to a wide range of possible outcomes: clothing, interior furnishing, accessories, 3D and 2D textile pieces,
jewellery, etc.

Assessment

Paper
1
2

Component
Personal Portfolio
Externally set assignment

Weighting
60%
40%

Method of assessment
Internally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
Externally set / Internally marked / Externally moderated
Preparation period of 3 months
10 hours timed examination

Further details can be found on the Art Department Website
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St. Crispin’s School
Key Stage 4 Option Choices 2021
Please note that we will create and share an online version of this form for use due to the lockdown

Student name: _________________________________ Tutor group: ________________
Please complete the tables below by selecting one option from each block plus two reserve subjects and then listing
your choices in priority order. Each student should aim to select a broad and balanced curriculum.
The Ebacc subjects are in bold. At least one Ebacc subject should be chosen from the four option blocks.
If choosing a course that is underlined, students should also have their options form signed by the subject teacher.
Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D

Business

Business

Art

Art

German

French

Business

Business

Drama

Geography

Computer Science

Computer Science

Geography

History

Hospitality and Catering

French

History

Health and Social Care

History

Geography

PE GCSE

Design Technology: Systems

Music

History

Photography

Spanish

PE GCSE

Photography

Sport BTEC

Textiles

Religious Studies

Spanish
Please fill in the table below, choosing an option from each block:
Option A

Option B

Option C

Option D

As well as the subjects above, please choose two reserve subjects from any of the four option blocks
Reserve 1

Reserve 2

Please list your four option choices in order of importance to you – this will be used in the event of a course being
over subscribed:
Priority

Subject

1
2
3
4
Office use only – Received by 8th February:

Yes - No

Checked by:

St. Crispin’s School
Key Stage 4 Options 2021 – student comments
Please note that we will create and share an online version of this form for use due to the lockdown

We want to ensure that every student has a broad and balanced curriculum that will best suit their needs for the
next step in education or training. The information given below will help tutors to support the students in choosing
their options. At the end of the year, we may also look to interview some students for feedback on the options
process. The information supplied will help us improve for the following year.
Why have you picked your first choice subjects?

Thinking about your next step, what do you hope to do at the end of Year 11?

Do you have a career in mind at this stage? Do you hope to go to university or to train for a job?

