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Headteacher’s Letter

Our term
Dear Parents/Carers,
I write my end of term letter to you all having
just attended our wonderful Christmas concert.
It was a fabulous event and certainly buoyed
the Christmas spirits. The talent of students
and the caliber of performance that the Music
and Drama departments are able to foster
always amazes me.
It was a hugely
enjoyable evening even with the bracing
temperature of a well-ventilated hall, which
made me enjoy at last the warming properties
of mask wearing! It is certainly events such as
these that you really can’t quite recreate via
Zoom or similar.
Students have enjoyed a very normal term. It
has been wonderful to return to the vibrancy of
our school and to enjoy the trips, visits and
special events of former times. The Geography
department have been very zealous in
returning to field studies and it is hard to think
that there is not a geographic feature that has
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Wookey Hole caves, above

not been visited this term.
Students have
especially embraced our return to the full suite
of extra-curricular activities. Attendance at
clubs has never been so high and I am very
proud of students staying at the end of school
to enrich their day.
The PE department especially have been
magnificent in curating a wide-ranging mix of
clubs. In the final fortnight of the term they
have led special inter-form days
which you can read about later in
the newsletter.

The last day of term is Friday 17th December with students being dismissed at 12.15pm. The school
transport will depart at 12.25pm

Headteacher’s Letter continued

Covid update
During the term, we have had a number of
positive Covid cases but they have been
relatively low and certainly never near the
outbreak level that sadly many schools have
had to endure. I am very appreciative of
everyone in the school’s community following
the simple Covid rules and regularly lateral flow
testing which I suspect makes the most
difference of all. I know this is effortful for
students and their families so I wanted to take
the opportunity give a sincere vote of thanks on
behalf of the school.
Given the importance of Lateral Flow Testing
we have been asked once again to begin the
new school term with supervised testing. This is
quite a large logistical task and requires a very
short staggered start to the school term.
As previously, we require your permission
here to conduct and process the tests on site.
Unless you have completed the consent form
we will not be able to carry out the test. I also
share a privacy notice here which explains how
your child’s data will be used and shared. No
testing is compulsory but for obvious reasons it
is warmly encouraged.
Students will need to attend the school site with
the sole purpose of taking the test. This should
take no longer than 15 - 20 minutes in total with

the test itself taking approximately 5 minutes.
All tests will take place in the school gym and
students are not required to wear school
uniform to attend.
Once again on these testing days there will be
clear signage at the front of school and
members of staff on hand to support and direct
students in to the school gym. The gym is set
up with lots of testing tables and there will be a
simple one-way system to manage the flow in
and out of the space. Testing will be overseen
by a combination of paid staff and volunteers.
Parents/Carers will be informed of their child’s
test as previously via text/email via the NHS
system.
We
have
the
capacity to test all
students in Years 9
to 13 on Wednesday
5th January and will
test Years 7 and 8 on
Thursday
6th
January. We will set
work
on
Teams
because as I hope you
will understand, we won’t be able to provide live
lessons as colleagues will be supporting the
testing regime and of course students will be
travelling to and from the school site over the
two days. The work via Teams will be available
for all students by 10am on Wednesday 5th
January.

The testing timetable is:

Headteacher’s Letter continued
This means the start of term for Years 9 to 13 will be 8.30am, on Thursday 6th January 2022 and
for Years 7 and 8, 8.30am, Friday 7th January 2022. Plans for our online Year 7 Parents’
Evening are not impacted and will take place as planned on Thursday 6th January.
Local Public Health England advice for Secondary Schools is, as you know, currently to wear
masks in classrooms and communal areas. Consequently, students, unless exempt, should
continue to bring a mask to wear in school in the Spring term. I will write to you again when the
advice changes.
All these plans are of course subject to all that Omicron might bring and much akin to this time
last year subject to very last-minute change. One
can only hope that Omicron might pass us with little
hurt to our community and with little disruption to
education as possible. I hope we might avoid a
repeat of measures from earlier in the pandemic
but if we must return to “bubbles” and “staggered”
days we will of course follow Public Health England
advice, which has served us well. We are well
prepared for all scenarios. Hopefully we won’t have
to endure a lock down but if we do we are a bit
wiser and more prepared for it and I for one have
already thought out my pre-planned excuse as to
why I can’t join those “Zoom quizzes of doom”!

Returning Officer for Parent Local Advisor elections
As Returning Officer I am very pleased that Janine Bull was duly elected.

Capital Improvements
During this term we have begun
a very significant improvement
of the school’s flat roofs
following a very successful
capital improvement bid of
£580,817.
The work continues but we have
already begun to enjoy the
benefit of better insulation and
less need for strategically
placed buckets.
The largest
part of the job has already been
achieved.
The more complex part of the
job
involves
the
school
reception and main school entry
point so you can expect to see a
period of scaffolding across the
new year.
The last day of term is Friday 17th December with students being dismissed at 12.15pm. The school
transport will depart at 12.25pm

Headteacher’s Letter continued

Over the summer our new Sixth Form terrace
was completed and is proving to be a very
popular addition for our Sixth Formers to enjoy.
I am really pleased to incrementally continue
to improve our school site but my ambition for
more and better is undented and so I hope to
be able to share our next exciting plans in the
Spring.

Finally
All that remains is to wish all our students and
families a very happy and healthy festive
break.
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher

Cycling to
School
If you cycle to school
please ensure that
you lock your bike
with a suitable bike
lock.
Please make
sure bicycles are
insured.

The last day of term is Friday 17th December with students being dismissed at 12.15pm. The school
transport will depart at 12.25pm

SCHOOL
NEWS

Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 10th December we celebrated
National Christmas Jumper Day with the added
bonus of Christmas lunch. Everyone added
their own bit of festive cheer to the day,
whether that was wearing a comedy jumper,
Santa hat or wearing antlers we all had a bit of
fun raising money for good causes, ‘Save the

Children’
and
‘Oakwood
Youth
Challenge’. 7AGR really got into the Christmas
spirit (above). So far we have raised a total of
£898.70, thank you to everyone who has
supported us in raising money for such worthy
causes. Mrs L Bennetts, Student Leadership

Coordinator

The last day of term is Friday 17th December with students being dismissed at
12.15pm. The school transport will depart at 12.25pm

Tutor Reading
Programme
Years 7 & 8
This term we started our tutor-reading
programme. Tutors and students all read the
same book for two tutor sessions a week. This
allows them to read with their tutors and discuss
key social issues of our time. It also helps
students with their reading fluency and
language acquisition. This has been going really
well and they will be starting new books in the
New Year. Please see below the books we have
been reading this term.
Tutor Reading Programme Year 7

age range, which will help them to choose
suitable books for their reading ability. Students
should not feel restricted by this and should
continue to choose books that they find
interesting to read. Students have regularly
started visiting the library in their English lessons
and library loans are increasing by the day
which delights Mrs Rosenberg, the school
librarian.
Students can take quizzes at home and at school
using this link Accelerated Reader Quiz Link
Remember the more quizzes they take, the closer
they come to becoming a Word Millionaire and
getting a prize at the end of the academic year.

First News

Tutor Reading Programme Year 8

Accelerated Reader and
Word Millionaires
Our Accelerated Reader journey has also begun
this term. All Year 7 and 8 students have been
tested and should now be aware of their reading

In order to increase student reading of nonfiction we have a school subscription to First
News.
First News is a newspaper aimed at young
people, raising awareness of national and global
issues.

Tutor Reading
Programme Continued
Years 7 & 8
All students can access the weekly issues using
this link First News Digital Edition. The
username can be found on the school intranet,
or you can download the app. Information can
be found here

issues and the process of writing stories. It has
been great to see how much the students have
enjoyed debating with each other, particularly
surrounding climate change. The activity our
members enjoyed most, involved creating their
Students - Look out for Remarkable Reading in own stories, where one person would start a
the Restaurant in the New Year so you can chat story and then the next person would have to
continue it and so on. This was then followed by
about global issues with your friends over lunch!
a discussion of how authors might come up with
inspiration for their stories and how they might
start putting their ideas onto paper. Over the
next few weeks, we plan to run more sessions
including one focused on adapting books into
films.

Remarkable Reading
Circle

Amelia, Shannon and Holly, Year 13

The Remarkable Reading Circle is a six-week
programme consisting of many fun and
character developing activities.
There are many fun games that we play, and we
discuss multiple social issues and our opinion on
them. The Reading Circle accepts Years 7 and 8
students who achieved good marks during the
summer holidays on the Remarkable Reading
Challenge. It is run by some very kind Sixth Form
students who give up their time to teach younger
students about the important things going on
around us whilst also developing vocabulary and
interpretation skills. Overall, I think it is a great
way to learn new things with other people. It was
a genius idea to run this, and I am thoroughly
enjoying it.

The Remarkable Reading Circle is an
opportunity for small groups of students in Year
7 and 8 to get together to read and look at the
writing process. Three of our Sixth Form
students, Holly Doel, Shannon Bennett and
Amelia Graabek, run the meetings.
Adam Poll, 7AGR

Mrs K Sharma, Assistant Headteacher

“We are currently running a club aimed at
advanced readers in Year 7 and 8. Each week
we choose a theme to explore using games,
activities and extracts from different texts. So far
we have focused on climate change, social

I have very much enjoyed the Reading Circle held
by the Sixth Formers. They are very nice and we
have done lots of fun activities and games. I look
forward to every session because we always do
something new. Evelyne Rose, 7JLT

Black History
Month
St. Crispin’s students celebrated Black History
Month during October. Black History Month
originated to celebrate African Americans and
was recognised by the US government in 1976.
The UK first celebrated Black History Month in

1987. People from African and Caribbean
backgrounds have been part of British
Histories for centuries.
As part of the History curriculum students
study a wide range of historical events and
achievements. Black History Month allows all
students the opportunity to share, celebrate
and understand the impact of black heritage
and culture.

Science Club
In the first half of this term the theme for
Science Club was ‘Could you survive a zombie
apocalypse?’. In short, for the students in
Science Club, the answer is yes!

Students enjoyed constructing zombie warning
alarm systems, designing silent shoes and
creating solar ovens to roast marshmallows because what else are you going to eat in a
zombie apocalypse?
In the second half of this term the theme was ‘Is
there witchcraft and wizardry in the real
world?’. In true Hogwarts-style students have
taken part in sessions on potion making,
herbology and care of magical creatures.
Science Club for Years 7 and 8, will continue next
term every Wednesday afterschool in S6.

Miss S Openshaw, Teacher of Science

Science and Robotics
Club
The Science and Robotic STEM clubs came
together on Friday 10th December for the
Future of Flight escape room. This activity
was linked to the latest STEM box from the
Royal Academy of Engineering.
During the activity students had 30 minutes
to escape the room and solve clues to land
an aircraft safely. Students found out about
the role engineers and scientists have in
developing aviation technology.

STEM Visit to 3M
Our Year 10 Design and Technology Systems
students will have the chance to visit 3M in
Bracknell in January.
After a long break due to Covid we are
delighted to be able to offer our students the
opportunity to visit this amazing facility where

This activity inspired young people to think
about careers in aerospace engineering and
aviation.

Mrs A Beglin Teacher of STEM / Art and Design

scientific, technical and marketing innovations
make 3M such a successful innovations
company. Today, more than 60,000 3M
products are used in homes, businesses,
schools, hospitals and other industries. Students
will be able to see first-hand the relevance of
design and technology. With one third of sales
coming from products invented within the past
five years 3M is a company to inspire our next
generation of inventors.

The Robotics club is working hard this term to
follow in the footsteps of our previous winners
and secure a place at the Lego Mindstorm finals
in May.
The students are supported by our STEM
Ambassador Simon and also Year 10 students Sheville
Carvalho and Samual Shave. The team have to
programme their robots to carry out a number of
challenges within a set time.
One of our Year 7 students (bottom right) is
working hard to complete the speed challenge
and has made a number of modifications to her
robot to get the fastest time possible without
moving out of the tracks.

Robotics Club

Mrs A Beglin Teacher of STEM/Art and Design

Year 11
During October, the Year 11
SucSEED team finally got to
carve their home (or St.
Crispin’s) grown pumpkins.
The pumpkins then made
their way over to the photo
suite to drop in on Year 10
GCSE Photography for a
shoot!

Year 10
As part of their Hair and Beauty
course, Year 10 students took
part in a theatrical make up
session with Kate Swinn.
The students were making
horrific open wounds, that
fooled many a Year 7 student,
as well as a few staff members.

Mr Keith Morrison, Teacher of SucSEED

Above, Year 11 Pumpkin Carving. Right, Year 10 Theatrical Make-Up

Halloween
in Cucina

Spooky
Goings On

Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Award
Well done to twenty of our Year 10 students
who have recently been presented with their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award certificates
in a recent celebration assembly.
We hear below, how they got on during the
scheme.
For my skill I learnt to play the saxophone. This
gave me structure as I had to practice
everyday. For my volunteering I coached a
football team and this allowed me to expand
on my leadership skills and help younger girls
enjoy a sport that I like.
For my physical, I played football twice a
week with my team allowing me to improve my
teamwork and communication.

Overall DofE was very enjoyable and helped
me try new things.

Grace Bull, 10YIS
I have just received my certificate for the
Duke of Edinburgh Award. The activities I
took part in were: athletics for my physical
section which I completed in 6 months, litter
picking for my volunteering section which I

completed in 3 months and lastly for my
skills section I did cooking which I completed
in 3 months.
Out of the sections, my
favourite was
athletics, however, I also enjoyed the litter
picking as I feel like I have made a positive
impact on the environment.

Sabeena Sood, 10JA
DofE really helped me with confidence because
for my volunteering section, I helped with
younger age groups at netball. Having the
opportunity to lead a group of people and
watch them improve was very rewarding.
For my skill I learnt basic sign language which
has allowed me to communicate more
inclusively and learn about the DofE
community.

Emilia Hamilton, 10YIS

Trips Day
7th October
Year 7
Slough
Mosque and
Guildford
Cathedral
At Slough Mosque we had
lots of food and got
dressed up and learnt
about Muslims. We learnt
about
the new and
modern Cathedral and we
saw a brick which Queen
Elizabeth II signed and we
took lots of cool photos.

Joshua Gunningham, 7JMU
The trip was amazing! I loved every second of
it. I liked learning about a different culture.
We went to a Mosque and a Cathedral! I even
wore a head scarf. We had a tour of the
cathedral and it was a great day.

Daisy Clements, 7ECR
When we walked in to the Cathedral it was
beautiful. For both of the trips we learnt
about different religions. In the Slough
Mosque we had to take our shoes off and we
did lots of activities. In the Cathedral we
walked around and learnt how and why it
was built. I enjoyed walking and looking
around the places.

Lily-Rose Powell, 7JMU

On Trips Day, we went to Slough Mosque. It had
the most exquisite culture and we learnt all
about it. Guildford Cathedral was surprisingly
near and is dedicated to the Holy Spirit. We
learnt all about the history of it. I learnt that the
most unique places are some of the most
wonderful.

Bernie Tozadori Pires ,7ECR
The trip to the Cathedral and the Mosque
was very fun. At the Mosque, we learnt
about the Muslim religion and their God,
Allah. We also learnt about the Quran, which
is the holy book for Muslims. We also had to
take off our shoes before entering the
Mosque and we learnt that Muslims have to
wash before entering the actual worship
area out of respect.
We got to have
delicious snacks and refreshments too!
At the Cathedral, we got to learn all about
baptisms, when and why the Cathedral was
built and where people come to worship not
only God but Mary too! We found out that
they also had a brick signed by the Queen
and we got to see it! It was also a very
pretty place with lots of colourful stained
glass. Ruby Peters, 7JMU

Year 8
Wookey Hole

“The Wookey Hole cave was
the more educational part of
the trip but didn’t fail to wow
with the beautiful lighting
and incredible views. I think
all the students enjoyed the
trip.”
Ayman Hussain 8EFL
On 7th October, Year 8 visited Wookey Hole Caves in Somerset. The visit was organised in order
to give students an opportunity to see the cave formations that they learnt about in Year 7, and
to enrich their understanding of the geology and geomorphic processes affecting the UK.
During the visit, the students had a guided tour of the caves and the cave museum.

“I really enjoyed the trip to Wookey Hole and loved hearing about the witch that lived in the
caves.” Year 8 student

Character Education
Sleep Workshop

Year 7

We did a session on sleep and had to complete
a very fun true or false quiz about the benefits
of it. Some of the benefits are you won’t get
stressed and you will feel very good. You
should get at least 8 hours sleep every night
and a few strategies to get better sleep is to
stay off any electronic device beforehand and
you can try to focus on your breathing and
make your room a little bit dark so you don’t
get distracted by the light.
Joshua Gunningham, 7JMU
In our Character Education lesson we talked
about the strategies and benefits of getting
great sleep. After that we looked at random
made-up characters and decided if their
sleep schedule was good or bad. I learnt

that there are many benefits to sleeping
such as it makes you less stressed and more
calm. Keeley Jones, 7MU
In our sleep session we learnt about the benefits
of sleep.
A good night’s sleep helps with
concentration, gets you ready to start the day,
helps your body to repair and helps your athletic
ability. Also teenagers need more sleep than
adults as they are growing. However, teenagers
probably sleep the least because of phones,
social media, computers, etc.
There are many strategies to help you fall
asleep but a very helpful one is to turn off any
technology beforehand. Also it is apparently
true that having a small snack before bed stops

you from waking up hungry.
Annabelle Potter, 7JMU

Character Education
Sleep Workshop Continued
Year 9 talk about sleep
“As a teenager, knowing how
grumpy we can be, it is very
important that we get enough sleep
so we can make our days more
enjoyable. It is quite usual for
students between the ages of 12-18
not to go to sleep until the early hours of the
morning and then wake up late for school.
Teenagers are recommended about 9 hours of
sleep per night and I myself know that
sometimes that can be impossible with after
school clubs and seeing friends. Sleep helps us
every day no matter what we are doing. How
much sleep we get impacts our energy levels
and how quickly we get tired. This is why it’s so
vital to be educated on the importance of sleep.
Recently we had a workshop in our tutor
groups and were presented with sheets of
paper with scenarios on them. We then had to
write about how these scenarios would impact
us throughout the day and discuss our own
personal sleep schedule.
Overall, I found the workshop very interesting.”
“We began the sleep workshop by reading
about someone who was tired and really
wanted a good nights sleep. We read what
they did the night before and the day after
and we then had to write down helpful advice
for them. We also read about different
people’s night routines and discussed
whether they were good or bad.

I found the sleep workshop great and would
recommend it to other students.”

“On 6th December, every student in Year 9 had
a sleep workshop highlighting the struggles of
sleeping as a teenager. It was interesting to see
the differences between our different sleep
patterns. My phone turns off at 9pm and I will
read for as long as possible, whereas one of my
friends said they get about 3 and a half hours
of sleep a night!
We looked at a typical boys’ routine and had to
decide whether the choices he was making
before going to bed were good or bad. For
example, drinking energy drinks or reading a
book. Although a few of the examples seemed
obvious it is generally just common
sense which made us realise how
important sleep is.”

PERFORMING ARTS
NEWS
The Autumn Gala
We were delighted to be able to welcome
families and friends of St. Crispin’s to the
Autumn Gala.
For many of our current
students, this was the first opportunity in
almost two years to once again celebrate the
very best of both individual and collaborative
work they have to offer. In addition, this year’s
Autumn Gala also provided a chance to invite
former students back to share our stage
following a period during which such live
performance
opportunities
have
been
painfully absent and sorely missed. Thank you
for your support of our Performing Arts
Community! We look forward to welcoming
you all back in the Spring and Summer term
for the Spring Concert and Whole School
Production.

I loved being a participant in the Autumn Gala
and Gala Unplugged. It was an incredible
experience to perform on stage in front of so
many people and perform a solo in the Gala
for the first time in two years. I was so nervous
before going on stage, but everyone was so
supportive and I had a great time doing what I
love.
The
Gala
Unplugged was
so relaxed and
people just got
to
perform
without
the
pressure
of
such a massive
audience.
I
gained
the
skills to be able

to produce a piece in a short space of time
and performing a piece I had not done in a
while. It was so enjoyable and everyone was
amazing to work with.
Freya Griffiths, 11MBS

PERFORMING ARTS
NEWS continued
‘Things I Know to
be True’ - Upper
School Play

The Upper school performance of ‘Things I Know
to be True’ was a collaboration between Year 11
and Sixth Form students. The play was produced
and rehearsed in just 3 weeks (15 rehearsals!).
It was such a pleasure to work with our students.
They were highly creative, innovative and
bursting with energy and enthusiasm. Truthfully,
we didn’t want the process to end!

Mrs K West, Head of Drama
I am very grateful that I had the opportunity
to be a part of the ‘Things I Know to be True’
cast. It was an amazing experience and along
the way I have gained many friends and skills
throughout the process.
Considering we haven’t had the opportunity to
put on a production in two years due to Covid,
it was a great way to come back to
performing on stage again.
The audition was treated very professionally
as it was an upper school cast which I felt was
a good change compared to the summer
musicals that take place. I thought it was very
interesting to explore the different social
issues that took place in the production.
Overall, I am very thankful to have been in the
show and look forward to the next one!
Zack Gardam, 11MBS

Berkshire Youth
Symphony Orchestra

come to an
end, and it
was time for
the
whole
orchestra to
meet together
in rehearsal.

Ever since I was young, I have enjoyed listening to,
and playing, music. When my parents took me to a
first instrument open day, I picked the oboe and
have played it ever since. I decided that to elevate
my musical knowledge and to experience a greater
range of ensemble opportunities, I would join an
orchestra outside of school. So I became set on
joining, and performing with the Berkshire Youth
Symphony Orchestra (BYSO).

There were 3
full days of
‘tutti’ (whole
orchestra)
rehearsals
before
the
concert,
beginning on
the first day
The first stage in getting into an orchestra is usually of the half term break! Although I found the rehearsal
an audition on your principal instrument. For this days very tiring, I thoroughly enjoyed the experience
audition on oboe, I would need to prepare a short and the challenges involved. The conductor, John
solo piece of my choice and an orchestral extract Traill, was very kind and highly experienced, having
chosen by the panel. Finally, I would be presented worked as both composer and conductor for many
with an unprepared extract that I would have to years. He directed the orchestra very well, sharing his
sight-read. Once I had confirmation of my audition, expertise and knowledge wherever possible to help
with a month to go, work began on a daily routine of all of us in performing together to the highest
audition preparation. I found it useful to employ lots standard.
of different practice strategies to make sure I would With the rehearsal period over, on the morning of the
be well-prepared for the audition and to keep things concert I arrived at the Hexagon (the performance
sounding fresh.
venue) at 9.00am ready for the final rehearsal, which
On the day of the audition, even though I was feeling
slightly nervous, some last-minute visualisation
helped me to run through things in my head whilst
waiting for my audition slot. I was very pleased with
how the audition went, and the panel seemed to
respond positively too. Just a couple of days later, I
was notified that I had got in to the orchestra as coprincipal oboe, and was ecstatic! The next step in my
BYSO journey would be the preparation for
rehearsals leading up to the concert date.
I was sent music for the symphony we were going to
perform in advance; Russian composer Sergei
Rachmaninoffs’ Symphony No. 2 (if you don’t know
this piece, I would highly recommend giving it a
listen!), meaning that I could familiarise myself with
my own part before rehearsals began. The weeks
leading up to the rehearsals and performance were
filled with listening and focused practice of my own
music. Soon, however, the preparation time had

lasted for most of the day. After a break to have
something to eat and change into our formal black
tie concert dress, we took our seats on the concert
platform. All that time spent preparing for auditions,
practising independently, rehearsing together; all led
up to this moment. It was time to perform. The
concert was amazing, filled with energy and
charisma, everyone playing with great commitment
and passion. As the performance ended, and the
audience began to applaud, I got a huge rush of
adrenaline and pride. The experience, the
performance, and the recognition from the audience
had made every minute of hard work worthwhile.
I would highly recommend any aspiring musician to
join an ensemble, whether that be a big symphony
orchestra such as BYSO, or just a small group of
players in a band. My own experience with BYSO was
filled with moments that I will keep for a very long
time. Music is for everyone, and everyone should be
able to enjoy it. Luke Cutler, 12JBA



Congratulations












Hattie Keen, Y7 - passed Grade 1 Flute
Katie Nicolson, Y7 - passed Grade 2 Clarinet 
with Distinction
Alfie Agg, Y8 - passed Grade 2 Drums with 
Distinction
Imogen Baker, Y8 - passed Grade 4 Music
Theatre exam with Merit
Sam Duckworth, Y10 - passed Grade 6
Drums with Distinction

Poppy Stone Brown, Y10 - passed Grade 3
Singing with Merit
Issy Waters, Y10 – passed Grade 4
Saxophone
Greg Tickner, Y10 - passed Grade 5 Piano
with Merit
Alice Legg, Y10 - passed Grade 2 Singing
with Merit
Freya Griffiths, Y11 - passed Grade 7 singing
with Merit
Tom St Clair, Y11 - passed Grade 7 Piano
with Merit
Luke Cutler, Y12 - passed Grade 5
Saxophone with Distinction. Luke also
auditioned for, and was appointed coprincipal oboe of, the Berkshire Youth
Symphony Orchestra

Finally, many congratulations and ‘Bravissimo!!’ to Year 13 violinist Emily St Clair, whose recent
achievements deserve a special mention. Emily has recently been offered a place to study music at
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London from September 2022.
Emily also auditioned for, and was appointed Leader of, the Berkshire Youth Symphony Orchestra
earlier this term. For any aspiring musicians out there, this perfect example of incredible reward
coming from years of dedication and hard work might just be the inspiration that’s needed to follow
in Emily’s footsteps! Mr N Wolstencroft, Head of Music
This month
St. Crispin’s
received a
grant from
the
Arts
Fund Award
from
Wellington
College.
The grant
will be used to buy sound equipment
for the performing arts at St.
Crispin’s.
The arts fund at Wellington College
was formed when the new Anneberg
Theatre was opened. Throughout the
year Wellington College host events
which raise money for the arts fund.
Local schools can apply for grants
from the arts fund to help improve
facilities and opportunities in the arts
in their own schools.

Mrs K West, Head of Drama

A Night at the Movies
St. Crispin’s most recent collaboration with our partnership
school, Wellington College, was for a concert in the GW
Annenberg Theatre entitled ‘A Night At The Movies’. This
event took place on Friday 22nd October, just 6 weeks into
the new term, with two items in the programme involving
students from St. Crispin’s. Freya Griffiths was one of two
soloists featured in ‘City of Stars’ from the film LaLa Land.
This duet with a student from Wellington College was an
understated, beautifully executed rendition of the song. One
of the final items in the concert, ‘Time’ from the film
Inception, was arranged and conducted by St. Crispin’s Head
of Music Mr Wolstencroft. Students from our school joined
with Wellington’s orchestra in an
outstanding piece of music which
was played to accompany clips from
the film for an added visual
spectacle.
We’re looking ahead to our next
collaboration which is due to take
place in the Summer term.

Year 7 - Summer School
Wellington College and Oakwood

At summer school I went to Oakwood. There
we did activities like indoor/outdoor climbing
and also teambuilding courses. I enjoyed
making new friends and having lots of fun. I
made some new friends and it made me less
worried about coming to St. Crispin’s.

Keeley Jones 7JMU
Oakwood was very fun and exciting! We did
many climbing activities and I enjoyed the
low ropes the most.
The Oakwood
experience helped me feel more confident
about coming to St. Crispin’s because I met
new people that were also going to be joining
St. Crispin’s.

Ben Salton 7JMU
We went to Oakwood Climbing Centre and
Wellington College.
At Oakwood my
favourite activity was bouldering because if
you fell you would just get back up and keep
trying. At Wellington College we did Yoga. I
made new friends so that when I came to St.
Crispin’s I knew more people.

Laurence Draper, 7JMU
Oakwood was amazing!!!! We did lots of fun
games and we didn’t have to wait around.

We did archery, climbing and team activities.

Alex Duffin, 7JMU
At Oakwood we did different activities and
the funniest activity was the climbing. You
could go to the top and do some parkour. At
Wellington College we did loads of fun things
such as yoga and teambuilding activities but
there was lots more. We made little vehicles
for a little egg. We put the egg in the vehicle
and placed it on a long ramp to see if it
would make the jump that was set up. We
also did a little army training and lunch was
super good.

Joshua Gunningham, 7JMU

Year 7 - Summer School
Wellington College and Oakwood
did some yoga. I enjoyed both experiences as I
made lots of friends.

Shaurya Kapoor, 7JMU

During the summer holiday I was invited to go
on school trips to Oakwood and Wellington
College. During our trips we climbed at
Oakwood, worked on teambuilding and also
rock climbed. At Wellington College we built
egg cars for a friendly competition, did outdoor
puzzles and rope climbed.
My favourite part was all the climbing activities
we participated in, they were lots of fun and
helped me meet new people.
The summer school experience helped me and
many others meet many new people boosting
our confidence ready for the start of school.

Ben Healy-Wallis, 7AGR
At Oakwood Climbing Centre, we did many
team building activities including high ropes and
low ropes which was really fun. We also visited
Wellington College over the summer where we

We went to Oakwood and Wellington. In
Oakwood we did different activities like archery
and teambuilding. After we did this we ate
some good food and went home. When we
went to Wellington we were put in groups and
then we did activities such as, climbing and
challenges to work as a team. This helped me
for St. Crispin’s because it taught me to work as
a team and to challenge myself.

Maddy Lambert, 7JMU
Oakwood was a really good day which I
thoroughly enjoyed. I loved the high ropes and
the low ropes and enjoyed it so much that I
went back again the next day!

Summer Hewitson, 7JLT

Year 8
Oakwood Teambuilding

Oakwood has been a brilliant
school trip experience as it
has really helped us with
teambuilding.
There were three amazing
activities which all of Year 8
took part in. The activities
were: climbing, archery and
low ropes.
The staff were awesome too!
They gave us really clear
instructions
and
made
Oakwood even better than it
already was. In the low ropes
activity, the staff gave
someone in the team a
blindfold and our classmates
had to help the person, with
the blindfold on, across the
obstacle. This exercise was
brilliant because we all had
to help each other far more
than we usually would.

Climbing was difficult but we
all
had
each
other’s
encouragement to keep us
going!
While
one
person
was
climbing,
another
was
belaying. This taught us that
sometimes we need each
others support and can’t
always face obstacles on our
own.
And last but certainly not
least, archery. This activity
made us all really competitive
as we won points for each
colour of the target we hit.
Oakwood staff put a balloon
in the centre of the target
and it was worth 200 points!
We all enjoyed Oakwood so
much!

Amelia Mulvaney, 8EFL

Year 13
Geography Trip
Geography Trip to
Stratford and Swanage

wanted to collect data at and the number of
repetitions of our data collections we would need
to provide a full set of data. I decided to collect
data at three of the four sites we were shown
and we were allowed to independently go in
groups to collect our data using some of the
previously trialled methods including bipolar
surveys, mood maps and noise pollution
readings.
In true geography fashion we completed all of
the data collection despite the pouring rain and
didn’t let the weather dampen our spirits.

Philly Matthew, 13RWS

On 28th September, we went to the Olympic
Park, Stratford in London to prepare for our
coursework.
This day allowed us to view the potential sites we
could use to collect our fieldwork data and trial
some data collection techniques for ourselves in
small groups to see what would work best to get
our data. We thought of potential questions for
our coursework and discussed the different data
collection techniques we could use and why
others would be less appropriate for what we
were trying to collect. Despite the rain, we all
tried out a range of sampling strategies and
methods to enable us to decide what we wanted
to repeat when we returned to Stratford for the
second field trip to collect our data. This was
done independently in groups giving us a taste
of what the following trip would entail when we
had to collect our data after deciding on a
question.
On 5th October we returned to Stratford for our
data collection day. With a few potential
questions in mind, we had planned what data
collection techniques we wanted to use, what
sampling strategies would work best, the sites we

The Geography NEA coursework trips to
Stratford and Swanage were excellent in
advancing not just our fieldwork skills but also
our core Geography skills.
The first visit to each location consisted of the
group being shown various techniques and
methods to collect data both at the beach and
in the Stratford area by a local Geography
expert. We then had time to practice these
methods and explore the area, giving us insight
into what data we could expect to get when we
returned a few weeks later.
On the second trip to each location we spent
time gathering data to answer our specific
question. For most groups this consisted of
beach profiles and sediment collection at
Swanage and pedestrian counts along with
bipolar surveys in Stratford.
Overall, these four trips were very useful in
collecting primary data that we will later use to
answer our NEA question.

Thomas Pollinger, 13RWS

Year 13
Geography Trip continued
Geography Trip to
Stratford and Swanage
In late September we went to Stratford, London
to investigate the regenerated London Olympic
Park as part of our Geography A-Level
coursework.
On our first trip we explored the land and its use
and learnt how to conduct valuable data
collecting techniques.
In early October we went back to Stratford,
having chosen a topic of interest within
Stratford. Some of our questions included the
social effects of Stratford’s regeneration and
how gentrification impacted the neighbouring
towns.
In groups we independently carried out our own
research to help answer our questions. in doing
so we were able to explore human geography
with first-hand experience. We collected
qualitative data using questionnaires for the
public, quantitative pedestrian counts and
greenspace bipolar surveys.
It was very interesting hearing the locals’
opinions about their city and how the new
setting greatly affected their lives. Most
importantly, collecting data from across
Stratford (like Tower Hamlets and Hackney
Wick) meant we could compare our findings
and make reliable conclusions.
These visits helped us gather useful research for
our NEA essays, which we look forward to
starting soon!

Indira Palle, 13RWS

The Geography trip to
Stratford was a great way
to conduct our fieldwork
as it gave us many
opportunities
to
get
further information that
we needed to conclude
our study.
Being able to independently study sites by
taking photos or using surveys to gather
information was helpful as we were able to
compare data with different groups. Resources
that were given such as maps and question
booklets gave us a better idea of how to focus
on research questions and to get more detail in
case anything was missed.

Overall, the trip was very successful and the
data that was gathered will be useful in my
coursework.

Kiren Basra, 13LSI

International Day
of Languages
In Music we looked at ‘A Little Bit of Mónica in My
Life’ for International Day of Languages. We
used lots of different instruments like shakers,
claves, drums, clapping and vocal cords and it
was fun using a variety of instruments.

French AS
Music—A Little Bit of
Experience
Mónica in my Life

I learnt how to play different rhythms on the
drums and the claves. We used the shakers to
create a different rhythm and we played
different instruments and clapped and sang the
lyrics at different points in the song. We also
tried singing along to the lyrics of the song in
Spanish. In my opinion it was a great way to
incorporate Spanish culture into our Music lesson.

Maisie Jackson, 8LWE

End of term celebration
On 6th December for our last Spanish and
French Key Stage 3 extra curricular club of the
Autumn term we went to the lecture theatre to
watch a movie together called
The Book of Life to end the term.

International Day
of Languages
French AS
The Great
International
Experience
Bake Off 2021
In
September,
the
MFL
Department
celebrated
International Day of Languages
by organising a Bake Off.
Students were invited to send in
a picture of their home-made
cakes, with an international
theme. As can be seen from this
compilation, students submitted
a wide range of designs, and
choosing the winners proved
very difficult. Well done to everyone who entered!

Mrs S Hudson, Teacher of MFL

Year 9 - Pétanque

Below, Students attending German Club

One sunny cold day we decided to go outside with
Year 9 for French after school club.
Pétanque is a famous game in France which is
played during Easter and summer time. It is a sport
that falls into the category of boules, lawn bowls
and crown green bowling. All of these sports share
something in common, in that players or teams
play their boules/balls towards a smaller target
ball.
The aim of the game is to be the first player/team
to score thirteen points. Points are scored by
having one or more of your boules closer to the
target than those of your opponent, after all boules
have been thrown.

Mrs A Wo Kai Song, Head of MFL

Modern Foreign
Languages
Coming soon in 2022

provide exposure to native speakers.
The plays are specifically written for teenagers
and take into account their level of
language. They are interactive and some work
will be done prior to the play in the lessons to
prepare students for the performance. The
company comes highly recommended, so we are
certain it will be a stimulating experience for our
young linguists.

The MFL department wishes to offer Year 9 and
10 an exciting opportunity to watch a play in
either German, French or Spanish (depending on
the language the student is studying). Onatti, a
visiting theatre company, with German, French
and Spanish actors will visit the school, which will Mrs A Wo Kai Song, Head of MFL

Art and Design Trip
The National Gallery
When we arrived at The National Gallery I was
stunned by the enormous building. We left the
bag rooms and walked around to the main
entrance and walked past an amazing chalk art
on the pavement.

Each room has a sofa/table or a bench for
people to sketch on. The majority of the art
pieces are extremely big and all of the art pieces
are from Eastern Europe such as Italy or
Germany.
We were put into our groups and left to do our We left the Gallery and got the coach back to St.
own studies on some of the art. We were all Crispin's. Overall the trip was really enlightening, I
enjoyed it and I learnt a lot from it.
amazed by the enormous paintings.
We had a tour around the Gallery and we Charlie Barrs, 10JA
analysed and discussed in groups 4 paintings
around the gallery. The first piece we looked at
was of King Charles I wearing armour on a horse.
The horse was on the edge of a forest and a
servant of King Charles was holding his helmet.
The second one we looked at was Ares and
Aphrodite, Ares the God of War was dead and
Aphrodite – the God of Love was alive, the
painting showed that love conquers all and will
prevail.
At the end of the tour, our tour guide informed us
that their oldest painting dated back over 700
years and their newest dated back over 100
years.
We then had our lunch and had more or less 40
minutes to go around the Gallery and finish our
studies or just look at the spectacular art pieces.

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Success
Congratulations to two of our Year 11 students, who have been
working hard over the last year or so to complete their Silver Duke
of Edinburgh (DofE) Award. They have recently been informed that
they have successfully completed it.
It has involved them learning a new skill with cooking, volunteering
in the local community by litter picking, and improving their
physical health with a serious amount of walking every week, as
well as the practice and assessed expeditions of course.
Well done to both of you.

HEAD TEAM
NEWS

Head Boy
Adam Hancock
During this term it was fantastic to finally have
a whole student council meeting. We were able
to split off into our separate committees where
their ideas and enthusiasm for the topics shone
through. Meeting each other and listening to
everyone’s different perspectives on life at St.
Crispin’s was refreshing and has put us in good
stead to start making changes.
In October, I was privileged to be involved in the
leadership conference at Wellington College.
Being surrounded by so many intelligent and
driven leaders was inspiring and it was great to
share all of our ideas and stories of what has
been successful in our leadership. The
importance of gratitude leadership was
emphasised, and many other skills and
methods of tackling pressing issues were
introduced. We also had the opportunity to
welcome current Year 11s to our Sixth Form
Open Evening.
It was fantastic to see so many familiar faces,
whilst I also enjoyed welcoming and addressing
potential new students that may join us in
September 2022.

Head Girl
Ella Hawkins
This term, we’ve met with the student council
and arranged teams for each of the committees
we are in charge of. Speaking with the other
year groups and listening to their ideas has not
only helped to bridge the gap between the Sixth
Form and the lower school, but has also been
useful as we were able to get a better
understanding of what fellow students feel is
important in the school and how we can
improve.
We have also introduced “Safe to Speak” - a
support system for students to share and tackle
any issues they may be having as well as
providing the opportunity to feel safe to speak
within the school! Next term we hope to find a
team of students that can provide further
support for those who would prefer to talk to
someone with similar experiences to themselves
rather than a teacher and start introducing
some ideas we have been working on, such as
an art competition, more sporting opportunities
for the Sixth Form and presentations to educate
students on other cultures...plus many more!

HEAD TEAM
NEWS
Deputy Head Boy
Elliott Jedras
The last few months of being part of the Head
Team have been a very new experience and a
great learning experience. With a delayed start
in Year 12, in terms of the hustings process and
the transition process, it’s been nice to officially
be the Deputy Head Boy this term.
We’ve delivered assemblies in front of
prospective Year 12s, introducing them to the
life of being in Sixth Form and what it would
entail, as well as assemblies in front of the lower
school discussing the student council and our
committees. Before the summer we had a big
student council meeting where I got to hear
many amazing ideas and suggestions from the
younger years. We had our first meeting with
this year’s student council, in which we got into
groups with our committee and discussed our
ideas and plans for the year ahead.
I am delighted to be
chairing
the
Welfare
Committee, which is all
about focusing on the
mental
health
and
wellbeing of all students, which is something
that is incredibly important, especially in this
day and age. We want to focus on making sure
there are the resources and places to go to and
people to talk to, which is why I am so glad the
school have introduced the Safe To Speak (S2S)
initiative.
One thing we also want to make sure is that
there are the resources available to make both
students and teachers aware of the issues of
mental health and what can be the right and
wrong things to do in certain situations.
I have also helped out around the school
touring new teachers and new students, having

lunch with the local advisors and helping at
both Open Evenings, which have all been great
experiences.

Deputy Head Girl
Alice Walters
So far, being in the Head Team has been great!
Being involved with the student council and
working with the younger years is really
interesting and I am looking forward to
organising a whole school art competition.
I am enjoying working with the charity
committee, raising money for both local and
national charities.

I am so grateful for the opportunities I have
been given. Hopefully the New Year will be just
as successful!
DEADLINE TO APPLY TO THE SIXTH FORM
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
NEWS
for
Relationships,
Esteem,
Aspiration
and Lifestyle. REAL sessions provide space
for young people to explore real-life issues that
concern them; for example ‘body image and the
media’, ‘what makes me unique’, or the
th
On 9 December a group of Year 10s came ‘consequences of sexting’. A workshop which ties
together for the REAL workshop with local in with the launch of Safe2Speak.
charity
Soulscape.
REAL
stands

REAL - Soulscape

Wokingham Youth Council
were former Prime Minster Theresa May and
Mat Rodda MP.

Wokingham Youth Council is made up of
students from across the borough, with each
secondary school invited to put forward two
representatives, James Kinson (Year 9) and
Josh Hogan (Year 13) and Amanjot Chug (Year
10, Deputy Youth MP).
The Youth Council provides a platform for
young people in the borough to debate issues
which are important to them and to challenge
and provide feedback to the council on its
strategies and plans. This is a high profile
forum as the first meeting the guest speakers

UPCOMING

This term there have been two meetings, one
discussing climate chance and the second
diversity. The students finally got to meet in
person and sit in the Council Chambers. As
always every student represented their school
to the highest standard. Mrs L Bennetts
Our last meeting was held on 23rd November
and at the Youth Council we covered the
topic diversity. The Council brought in a
range of guest speakers to join us and
educate us on how to spot where and how
discrimination happens. We discussed how to
spot discrimination and how to better
ourselves. The techniques suggested by
these experts were educating ourselves on
what discrimination really is and how to
tackle it. James Kinson, 9KMO

In January a group of six students will be embarking on
their Anti-Bullying Ambassador Programme where
students and staff, through a series of group activities
and discussions, will develop skills to approach antibullying in school.
This is a youth-led programme and the students will be
the flag bearers leading their anti-bullying campaign as
Ambassadors.

Mrs L Bennetts Student Leadership Co-ordinator

Senior Maths Challenge
Success 2021
Sixth Form pupils at St. Crispin’s School
achieved 1 gold, 8 silver and 7 bronze
certificates in this year’s UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge. Typically over 75,000 pupils from
across the UK returned scripts for the Senior
Maths Challenge with the top 10% receiving a
gold certificate, the next 20% silver and the
next 30% bronze. Particular congratulations go

to Cameron Tovey in Year 13, who received a
gold certificate and the best score in the
school, and Ben Cook who achieved a silver
certificate and the top score in Year 12.
Mrs A Bauwens Leader in Maths
Department

SIXTH FORM
NEWS

Drug
Awareness
On Monday 4th October Paul Hannaford, a
recovered heroin addict and gang member,
came to St. Crispin’s Sixth Form to give the
students of Year 12 an eye-opening insight into
the cruel world of drug addiction.
Paul wanted to make sure that everyone in
the room - students and teachers alike –
understood exactly the dangers of drug
addiction. Paul even went into detail about
how his relationships with his loved ones was
permanently scarred. He was a great speaker.
Not a moment went past where my fellow
students and I were not engaged and he kept
us on our toes by occasionally asking for
volunteers – do not worry, no students were
harmed in these demonstrations!
Not only did we learn about what we should
do to avoid taking the same path that Paul did
but he was also an inspiration in how he came
out the other side. Paul Hannaford’s story is a
remarkable reminder that no matter what you
are going through, or how harshly life is
treating you, there is always the chance for

you to get the upper hand. And if you don’t
succeed the first time, you can try and try
again. Daniel King,12JTO

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Our Year 12 students have the opportunity to study a programme of skills, listen
to experts and meet alumni students. The aim is to ensure they are the ‘whole
package’ when they take their next steps beyond St. Crispin’s.
Safe Drive, Stay Alive
in Surrey is a theatre
based
education
production company
that aims to raise road
safety
awareness
amongst
young
people and to positively influence their attitudes
to driving and as passengers.
As a high risk group on the UK’s roads, young
people are made aware of their responsibilities
as road users and the potentially devastating
consequences should these not be taken
seriously. The ultimate aim is to reduce the
number of road traffic collisions involving young
people and the number of deaths and injuries

An Introduction to
Unifrog
As part of The Sixth Form, we’re exposed to a
wide variety of opportunities and are provided
with great support to help us get closer to our
dreams.
One such opportunity that has been given to us
is a presentation about Unifrog. Unifrog is a
careers and destinations platform that helps
you build your personal statement and put
together all you need to apply to university
which makes the process a whole lot smoother.
Mrs Collett, Head of Sixth Form, held a session
with us where she explained how Unifrog works
and how we can use it’s tools to the best of our
abilities.

Safe Drive,
Stay Alive

amongst this at
risk group.
Due
to
the
pandemic, Safe
Drive, Stay Alive
has been delivered in schools via a film that the
company have produced. Our Year 12s watched
this educational film to learn about what to
expect as a new driver on the roads and the
dangers the roads present.
This was a highly engaging presentation and
Year 12 were educated on driving lessons, tests,
insurance and the penalties associated with
unsafe driving. The students found the session
informative and thought provoking, many were
unaware of the probationary period once they
had passed their tests. We hope Year 12 will use
this session to educate themselves and their
peers to keep themselves and each other safe on
the roads. Mrs K West, Assistant Head of Sixth

Futures
Fair

Form and Head of Drama

resources, where you
can read about and
see examples of
personal statements
and work experience
stories,
attend
webinars, bookmark
podcasts,
movies,
books etc. all of which come together to help
you build that whole package.
Becoming the whole package is something that
our Sixth Form considers very important and
thanks to the opportunities shared by the Sixth
Form team, a tool like Unifrog is perfect to help
Not only can you shortlist various universities us do so.
and careers, Unifrog also has a large library of Akshita Tripathy, 12GHA

SIXTH FORM
BE THE WHOLE PACKAGE
Elevate Study
Sensei

revising, make notes during term; don’t just leave
it all to the last minute! Using trigger words (an
interesting statistic our presenter gave us was
that most students need to reduce the number
of words used in their notes by 80%!) and using
colour to make important words or facts stand
out, not just to make your work look nice. We
have also been given access to the Elevate
Education website, which allows us to access
videos and documents on how to cope with
exam stress and other useful tips for the next
two years. I think all of Year 12 found this session
very valuable and have applied at least 1 of the
tips we were given to our everyday revision to
help us be more effective learners.

Every Monday Year 12 participate in ‘Be The
Whole Package’. This timetabled session allows
us to develop our skills beyond our academic
qualifications, in order to boost our portfolio and
help us to stand out when applying for further
education, apprenticeships and careers. One
session we had this term was a presentation
from Elevate Education, an international
company who compile data from across the
world and suggest the best and most effective Sophie Shaw, 12KM
revision techniques used by students achieving
top grades. At the start of the session, we were
given a workbook to fill out alongside the
presentation. It has been really helpful to look
back at my workbook now to make sure I am
making the most of my revision time, and not
getting into any bad habits! Some of the top tips
we were given were to use the syllabus when

Futures
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SIXTH FORM
NEWS
On 7th October, Year 12 went on a team
building trip to Horseshoe Lake. We all met at
school together at 8:25am and travelled to the
lake on the coaches. Everyone was very excited
but slightly nervous as they didn’t want to fall in!
When we arrived, we were split into two groups.
Half of us started the day with dragon boat
racing and the other half started with raft
building. The dragon boat racing was really
exciting, and we all had to work as a team and
paddle in time with each other, as we were much
faster when we were in time. We had two races
and our team won both times! During dragon
boating we could see the other groups getting
very wet as their rafts fell apart… which made as
all want to build them properly, so we didn’t fall
in! After we had finished dragon boating, we got
ready for raft building. Laid out in front of us
were 4 planks of wood, 4 water barrels and lots
of rope but no instructions! We then split into
new teams and began trying to work out how to

On Thursday 7th October we set off on our
team building trip. Slightly clueless on what to
expect, we boarded the coach. It was a short
journey before we arrived at the lake and
excitement immediately started to build as we
got off the coach and kitted up. My group
started off with dragon boating which was
regarded as the “dry” activity; however we
would soon become very damp from being
splashed by the paddles! We started by
spending some time on land discussing
technique and practising commands and then
set of along the pontoon. To be greeted with 2
rather unstable looking boats which filled us
with horror as no one initially wanted to fall in.
Whilst boarding they were very wobbly
making it quite nerve racking. But we quickly
set off and after a few minutes of uncertainty
we all soon felt quite confident and in sync.

Trips Day - 7th October
Year 12 Teambuilding
build the raft. We managed to build them pretty
quickly (meaning they weren’t the best of
standards). We got our rafts into the water and
prepared to race around a buoy, but as soon as
we set off, 2 of the team’s rafts collapsed and we
all fell in!! Only 1 team managed to get around
the buoy and back, whilst the rest of us tried to
rebuild our rafts as we sank (which of course
didn’t work!). Once we had all got changed into
dry clothes, we made our way back to school.

Futures
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Year 12 had a great day working as a team and

getting to know new students within their year.
The only complaint about the day was that it was
too short! Sophie Shaw, 12KM

Then before we knew it, it was time to race. It
was a lot of fun; however harder than
expected and so easy to come out of sync. We
all still managed and safely made it back to
the pontoon after a couple of races. It was a
relief to reach land without falling in and it
was such a fun experience I wouldn’t want to
change anything.
After this we did some raft building. It required
a lot of team work to ensure all ropes were
tied tight enough and that no barrels would
fall off as well as ensuring our design would be
successful. After a lot of confusion, we finally
built it and were able to set off on a race.
There were no clear winners due to our raft
being “pirated” by another team due to theirs
falling to pieces. However, this whole activity
had us all laughing the whole time especially
when people started falling in. (PTO)

SIXTH FORM
NEWS
Year 12 Teambuilding
continued
I was able to talk to many people I hadn’t
spoken to before due to having to work out
how we were all going to paddle back.
The raft building was definitely my favourite
part even though I was resistant to going in the
water at first due to it being so cold; however it
was worth it in the end, even if I spent more
time in the water then on the raft! Overall it was
a lot of fun even though at the beginning we
were sceptical as to what this day would bring.
It brought lots of people together and allowed
me to talk to people I haven’t talked to before
which was really great as I only joined St.
Crispin’s in September.

Emma Kinson, 12KM
Our first Sixth Form trips day was centred on
teambuilding and developing new relationships
in our form in a fun and active environment.
Our first activity upon arrival was dragon boat
racing where we spilt into two boats of ten and
challenged to several races. Before entering the
water, we were briefed with a series of
commands to ensure our safety along with
building team cohesion to try and establish a
group timing to be most effective when

paddling
through
the water. Once in
the
boat,
we
appointed a team
leader - primarily to
call numbers 1 and
2. 1 meant paddles
enter the water and
2 meant pushing
through the water.
This not only helped
win the mini races but also lifted team spirit as
by the end of the races everyone was calling out
“1…2!” establishing a great rhythm. Personally, I
really enjoyed the dragon boat racing as it was
competitive whilst being able to have a good
laugh splashing the opposition’s boat if they
came too close.

Futures
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Following the dragon boat racing, we wet suited
up and were ready for the new challenge in raft
building. This time the teams were shuffled
around and faced with 4 barrels, 4 thin logs, 20
pieces of rope and 3 questions to ask the
instructor with the task of building a raft. Our
team came to an agreement to lay the barrels
and logs in a formation to generate a general
idea of what we thought the raft should look like.
After establishing our team’s formation of the
logs, we removed our barrels and began to
discuss our first question. We had to be careful
when asking the question because we had to be
specific; otherwise, it would result in an unhelpful
generalised answer.
We asked if he could
demonstrate how to tie a knot around the logs to
complete the frame of the raft.

SIXTH FORM
NEWS
Year 12 Teambuilding

racing the other team out to the lake. We used
the skills learnt from the dragon boat racing to
pull ahead and gain an early lead. We passed
the first buoyancy marker and looked back, only
to see the other team were bobbing up and
down in the water clinging onto the remainder of
their raft. We all began to laugh but had to
ensure that we made it back to avoid the
Following the demonstration, we all allocated embarrassment.
ourselves into pairs and tied the desired knots. Overall, the trip was great fun: learning new
But soon after, the opposition asked the same skills, building upon leadership and teamwork
question due to some team spying on their skills, whilst getting to know other people that
behalf! Finally before entering the water, we all may be new to the school or have conflicting
lifted the frame of the raft and tied on the timetables whom we haven’t seen much of.
barrels using up our last 2 questions. Then we
set out onto the lake grabbing a paddle and Edward Draper, 12NH

continued

Futures
Fair

The Year 12 Aim Higher group was launched
this term. A group designed to support students
who have high educational aspirations. In our
meeting on 9th December we had a Zoom call
with ex-student Ben White, (who left St. Crispin’s
in 2017). Ben was very helpful in sharing tips to
help us prepare to go to university; his most
important piece of advice was be interested in
what you study and to not be led by what
others think. He also gave a helpful insight on
the social life of university, particularly at the
University of Bristol where he spent four years
and the University of Cambridge where he is
currently completing a PhD in Plant Science. In

Aim Higher Group
the upcoming meetings, we will be presenting
on and sharing topics that are interesting to us
and that we have completed further research
about. This is to help further our understanding
on topics we’re fascinated by as well as to allow
us to practice our critical analysis, presenting
and debating skills. Already the Aim Higher
group is proving to be a supportive and
motivating group to help us focus on achieving
my long term goals. Ciel Nsiah, 12GHA

Sixth Form visit First Days
Charity

Our Year 12 elves visited the First Days charity
during December delivering all the generous donations
from our Sixth Form community. These donations were
for children and babies and will help and bring smiles to
families in need this Christmas.

Sixth Form
News
On 7th October 2021, Year 13 were offered the
opportunity to attend two different workshops
about universities and apprenticeships. These
workshops involved setting up UCAS/gov.uk
accounts and learning how to write personal
statements/CVs, for the apprenticeship and
university groups respectively. I chose to attend
the apprenticeships talk because I’m still
deciding whether I want to attend a university
or an apprenticeship of some kind, or even if I
want to have a gap year or not.
The apprenticeships workshop was hosted by
Britney from Adviza, an organisation designed
to inspire and support people in the fields of
learning and working. Our workshop began with
setting up an account on gov.uk and then
researching long lists of opportunities and job
roles as apprentices relating to our specific
ambitions and interests. Britney also gave an
insightful presentation on the benefits of
apprenticeships, correcting misconceptions and
To start off the day, those who had chosen to
attend the university workshops heard from
Surrey University, which I found especially very
helpful as it is one of my choices for university!
As someone who hasn’t got any relatives that
went to university, I had no idea about how
student finance worked, how much on average
a student would be looking to spend just for a
normal week’s activities, and what normal
student life really consists of. These were all
addressed, and I really grasped an
understanding on the differences between
living in accommodation compared to the
costs of commuting. I also think that for the
majority of those who were concerned about
the costs of university, it was made very clear
to them that there are finance options for
everyone, and the process of paying student
loans back isn’t as stressful as it sounds. After
the first session, we had a personal statement
workshop which was beneficial to people who

Trips Day continued

Year 13 Future Focus
Day
explaining niche details in an easy-tounderstand way. The presentation from Britney
has helped me understand my options and help
me evaluate this next important part of my life,
while also giving useful information in later
aspects of life including work and studying at a
later stage in life.
The highlights of the talk were setting up my
account and taking the personality quiz as well
finding out all the not so obvious things about
apprenticeships and everything in that field.

Brett Leisegang, 13EJA
had written most of their personal statement
already, but also to those who were a bit
bewildered with where to start. We looked at a
range of different personal statements which,
for me, highlighted areas I needed to change
or develop with more explanation. We also all
spoke about which words and phrases were
better to avoid due to the risk of sounding
unoriginal. In the afternoon, we heard from a
previous Sixth Former who shared her story
after St. Crispin’s as well as receiving LinkedIn
training. These made me think about how I
need to start preparing for post university
plans as well at this point. It made me think
that maybe I should be getting LinkedIn as it
will give me the groundwork for networking in
a few years’ time, and I could also use it to look
at what jobs options I would have available
coming straight out of university.

Lauren Paris-Jones, 13EDE

Sixth Form
News
Alumni Support

Last year’s Head
Boy, Fynn Jordan,
shared his expertise
with our prospective
Year 12 medics.
Fynn Jordan (former Head Boy), a first year
medical student at St. George’s, allowed myself
and other aspiring medical students to pick his
brain about the application and interview
process for medical school and Cambridge
University. In response to our questions Fynn
provided key tips for how to do well in medical

school interviews, admissions tests (the UCAT
and the BMAT), A-Levels, and our personal
statements. This was so helpful as such firsthand experience is invaluable. We are extremely
grateful to Fynn and the Sixth Form for
arranging this session. We hope to meet with
Fynn again as we progress through the next two
years and we look forward to more
opportunities the Sixth Form provides us for our
medical school applications!

Kareem Naqvi, 12GHA

Year 12 Economics Talk
Edward Hall came into school to present to Year 12
Economics students. Ed is an ex St. Crispin’s student
who left Year 13 in 2010, now working in the
International Surveillance Division at The Bank of
England.
We were all fascinated to hear about how much gold
is held at the Bank of England and that one bullion is
worth £400,000! Predictions were shown on inflation
rates and students learnt about the bank regulators
and monetary policy committee. Ed also spoke to
our students about his career pathway and what it is
like working in the Bank of England. He gave some
advice for students when they are looking for jobs,
for example apply early in your final year at
university as applications should go out in October.
He outlined the importance of first and second year
results.
Thank you Ed for an interesting afternoon!

Mrs K Mitchell Head of Business and Economics

Sixth Form
Apprenticeships
This year, 78% of Year 13s have made applications to university through UCAS. 11% of our
students are actively searching for apprenticeships. The remaining students plan to enter
employment and/or travel if restrictions allow.
I have been set on the plan to take an
apprenticeship after I finish my A-Levels since Year
12, and my ambitions beyond Sixth Form are to get
a degree apprenticeship in Digital Marketing.

ITV as well as with companies
in
different
industries
including Moet-Hennessy and
TUI.

The Sixth Form have helped me make my decision
by providing me and the rest of my year group
with a range of careers talks during our ‘Be the
Whole Package’ lessons in Year 12, Enrichment
Days and the Futures Fair. We have learnt about
the types of industries you can become involved in
as well as how to go about finding and applying for
roles.

The best advice I could give to
someone wanting to take on
an apprenticeship would be to
be patient. Apprenticeship scheme deadlines do
not run parallel to UCAS deadlines and it is
pointless getting stressed over comparing your
progress with your friends who are likely to be
submitting their applications before apprenticeship
listings are even up.

Outside of school I have attended an online careers
call with Sky which was advertised through the
Sixth Form newsletter. I also have made contact
with ITV after the Sixth Form put me in contact
with an alumni student. I am now in the process of
applying for multiple roles including both Sky and
I am currently studying Maths, Economics and
History. When I joined the Sixth Form, I did not know
what I wanted to do post A-Levels, hence the broad
range of subjects. After researching different
degrees, I quickly realised that I wanted to pursue a
law degree at university. The first thing I did was
check out the league tables to see which were the
highest ranked law courses and what grades they
wanted. Then I looked at online tours of various
universities which helped me to decide that I would
prefer to attend a campus university. I decided to
apply to Nottingham, Leeds, Warwick, York, and
Swansea and I am now waiting to hear back from
each university. To make sure Law was the right
pathway for me, I signed up for an online work
experience day which gave me an insight into the
different specialisms. I also asked a lawyer at Clifton
Ingram (a law firm in Wokingham) if I could
interview him about his career. This really helped me
understand the industry I was applying for and also
gave me something to add to my personal
statement.
I was very nervous about writing the personal
statement, but it actually was not as scary as it first

I am really excited about the opportunities
available to me and am grateful for the advice the
Sixth Form has provided to help me get to this
point. Harry McFadyen, 13LSI

seemed. Luckily, my ‘Whole Package’ Portfolio
provided me with a list of all the ‘extra’ things that I
have achieved over the years from helping at Open
Evenings and work experience, to playing county
badminton. I would recommend others to do the
same because it is easy to forget what you’ve done
so start the list now! For some universities, you have
to sit an entrance exam (the LNAT) to study law and
at first that really put me off, but in the end I
decided there was nothing to lose. Like most things,
it was much better than I expected. From the get-go,
the school were very supportive of my decision: my
form tutor and Head of Sixth Form gave me advice
in one-to-one meetings, helping me to write my
personal statement, ensuring that it was focused
and showcased the skills that they knew universities
would want for a law degree. Every member of staff
that I asked for help supported me with the
application process. The other good thing about St.
Crispin’s Sixth Form is that our application deadline
seems to be much earlier than at other colleges,
which means we are all done now and can
concentrate on our mocks and getting those grades
we need! Lily Clark, 13EDE

Sixth Form
Ball
After facing numerous disappointments
with the pandemic halting Year 11 Prom
plans for two year groups, our Sixth
Form students were finally able to come
together to celebrate at the Sixth Form
Ball on Friday 8th October.
Year 12 and Year 13 students arrived in
style via limousines and sports cars to
Trunkwell House. Sixth Formers enjoyed
making the most of the opportunity to
dress up and wowed in suits, ball gowns
and sparkly trainers! They made
entrances worthy of celebrities walking
the lit red carpet before taking their
moment under the spotlight for an
arrival photo.
Once inside, Sixth Formers enjoyed a
buffet, sweets, card games, more photos
and - of course - danced the night away!
Who could have guessed that it would
be Neil Diamond’s Sweet Caroline which
got everyone up on the dancefloor!
The event was a huge success and we
were so proud of all involved. It was truly
wonderful to witness Year 12 and Year 13
enjoying themselves after such a long
wait.

Mrs C Collett, Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form
Alumni Profiles

Sixth Form
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Sixth Form
Alumni Profiles

Sixth Form
Follow us on Social Media

SPORTS
NEWS

The start of the 2021-2022 school year has
seen the welcome return of school fixtures for
the PE department. This coupled with our
commitment to some of our already
established and very well attended extracurricular clubs has meant that it has been a
very busy term. We have taken part in
tournaments and matches across a variety of
different sports including football, rugby,
badminton, basketball and netball. Our netball
courts have been very busy all term with Year
7-13 who have been involved in various events.
A huge congratulations to Year’s 9 and 10 who
came 2nd in their league competitions which
ran over a number weeks and we look forward
to the Year 7 and 8 leagues beginning after
Christmas. Furthermore, the boys have been
very successful in basketball competitions as
have both the boys and girls in badminton.

unpleasant weather. We would also like to extend
our thanks to our amazing sports leaders who
have put in many dedicated hours of their own
time to assist us in running clubs and fixtures.
These clubs wouldn’t have been able to run
without the help so we can’t thank them enough.
Looking forward, the football season will be in
full swing after Christmas for both the boys and
girls. We will also be running other extracurricular clubs as normal and this timetable
along with the fixtures can be found later on in
this newsletter.

Congratulations
Mr Morrison

As mentioned earlier it has been fantastic to see
so many students at extra-curricular clubs every
week. On some evenings we have had over 150
students in attendance and we thank them for
their commitment, especially during some very

Year 8 Rugby against Emmbrook

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Congratulations
A huge well done to the following
students for being selected to
represent Berkshire this term:
Football: Elijah Kaninda, Fin
Yarrow, Jess Harris (Year 9
students) and Amelia Mulvaney (Year 8)
Rugby: Max Barr and Liam Bulteel (Year 13)
A special mention to Kieron Jones of Year 12
who has just represented Great Britain in the
Team Gym European Championships in
Portugal. As always please keep us informed
of students’ achievements outside of school
so that we can celebrate them.

Inter-Form
Years 7-10 have all competed in an inter-form
competition over the last few weeks of term.
Every student must represent their form in

either the volleyball,
Sixth Form Netball
netball
or
handball
competition. As always
the competitions were
played in great spirits
despite
the
cold
weather. A huge thank
you from the PE
Department
for
all
students embracing the
nature
of
the
competition in the correct way and we look
forward to seeing you in the football, tchukball,
basketball, softball, rounders and athletics inter
-form competitions next year. Thanks again for
all your efforts and support this year. We hope
you have a fantastic Christmas and New Year.

The PE Department.

Year 11 Netball

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Congratulations
Mr Morrison
A huge congratulations
to Mr Morrison who
completed the Virtual
London Marathon on
Sunday 3rd October in 3
hours and 55 minutes
running local trails. Mr
Morrison ran the 26.2
miles for the charity
Daisy’s Dream, who offer
help
to
bereaved
children.
Mr Morrison
raised a fantastic £566 .

Year 7 Football

Year 9 Netball

Team GB Success

At the start of December, Kieron Jones, 12JTO,
competed as part of Team GB in gymnastics at
the 13th European Team Gym Championships in
Portugal.
Kieron and the team were inspirational and
brought home a silver medal. Real dedication is
required to achieve such a result and Kieron
has remained committed and focused to his
sport as well as his studies. We are so proud of
Kieron and look forward to celebrating further
success with him in the future! You can watch
Kieron’s performances here.

SPORTS
NEWS continued
Fixtures and Clubs
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SPORTS
NEWS continued
“Since I started Judo it has helped me to
boost my self-confidence. Judo allows me
to keep fit and exercise. Judo allows me
to maintain self discipline. I have also met
a lot of nice people who share the same
goals as me. Judo allows me to relax my
mind after a busy day at school. “

Ethan Thangamuthu, 8LWO
Recently at Judo club we
have been working on a
multitude of throws, a hold
down and, under careful
supervision, a strangle.
The throws we have been
working on started with Ko
uchi gari- minor inner
reap, followed by O uchi
gari- major inner reap and
Ippon seoi nage- one arm shoulder throw. These
throws work in a combination as ordered above
with Uke (the partner defending/being thrown or
held down) stepping off Ko and O uchi gari then
being thrown by Ippon seoi nage as each step

Judo Club

Here’s what
the students
think about
Judo Club
off puts them in the correct position for the next
throw. We then worked on Mune gatame- chest
hold, this is not a throw but a hold down to be
done after a throw has been made but when
Tori (the partner attacking/doing the throw or
hold down) did not score enough points to win.
This involves gaining control of Uke’s upper
body and holding it to the ground. In the same
session as this we practiced Okuri eri jimesliding collar strangle. Strangles and arm locks
are not allowed to be used in competitions until
both participants are 16 but are taught
beforehand to gain experience. This was done
with the uttermost caution because of how
dangerous they can be with all precautions
taken to ensure safety. Mr S Hatton Judo

Coach and Head of Year 10

session consisted of learning
how to break your fall and
how not to injure your neck.
People of all levels are
included
in
simple
but
effective attacks, defences,
grips and holds: from rookie
white
belts
to
more
experienced belts like green:
Sankyu and orange belt Yonkyu. It helps build
confidence amongst young people and gives
them a self-defence skill for life.

Judo is a fun, inclusive and active club run by Mr
Hatton and some older students on Wednesday
after school for an hour and a half. We enjoy
Judo because we get the chance to experiment
with the moves as well as having a good time
and learning an ancient form of art. Mr Hatton
ensures that we know exactly what to do and
how to stay safe, the beginning of the first Gregory Tovey, 10RGR

PTA
NEWS
We have recently donated £1,000 to the
school to help pay for a stage piano
and are now looking to raise funds
towards making the restaurant a more
welcoming environment that can
also be used in a multitude
of ways.
COMING SOON!

Pre– Loved Uniform

Comedy Night
more information
will be given next
term.

If you would like to
join the PTA please
email us at
PTA@crispins.co.uk

to bring them into
school. If you want to
purchase any uniform from
us we offer a click and collect
service
you
email
ptauniform@crispins.co.uk with
the item you would like, size and
we will check the stock and let
you know if it is available, you
then collect from reception and
pay
in
cash.
https://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/nearly-

So far since September we have raised
£1,390.98. Our main fundraising events
this term have been pre-loved uniform
sales £670.80 and refreshments at the
Gala Nights and ‘Things I Know to be
True’, totalling £308.60
We are always looking for donations of
pre-loved uniforms so please feel free
new-uniform/

Other Ways to Support the
PTA
500 Club - This is the St. Crispin’s School “PTA
Lottery”.
In the last academic year we raised over £2,117.
Anyone can play and it costs just £2 a month.
Details of how to enter can be found on the PTA
section of the school website http://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500-club-applicationform

Reading FC Tickets
https://www.crispins.co.uk/pta/reading-fctickets/

School Uniform
Stevensons

IMPORTANT
DATES

Term Dates
Term Dates—2021/2022

Dates for
the Diary

Spring Term 2022
Wednesday 5th January — Friday 8th April
Wednesday 5th January — LFT testing for Years 9 to 13
Thursday 6th January — First day of term for Years 9 to 13
Thursday 6th January — LFT testing for Years 7 and 8
Friday 7th January — First day of term for Years 7 and 8
Half term: Monday 21st February — Friday 25th February

Summer Term 2022
Inset days: Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st July
Monday 25th April — Tuesday 19th July

May Day bank holiday: Monday 2nd May
Half term: Monday 30th May — Friday 3rd June

INSET DAYS & BANK
HOLIDAY 2022
Please make a note in your
diaries - school will be closed on
Monday 2nd May
Wednesday 20th and Thursday
21st July
this will take us into the
Summer holidays

Dates for your Diary
Spring Term

Wednesday 5th January 2022

Friday 4th February

Lateral Flow Testing Years 9 to 13

Year 13 Reports Issued

Thursday 6th January

Monday 7th February

First day of term for Years 9 to 13

Year 9 Options Deadline

Lateral Flow Testing Years 7 and 8

Wednesday 9th February

Year 7 Parents’ Evening - Online

Spring Concert Auditions

Friday 7th January

Monday 21st to Friday 25th February

First day of term for Years 7 and 8

Half Term

Audition Preparation Workshop

Wednesday 2nd March

Monday 10th January

Performing Arts Exam Showcase

Deadline for Sixth Form Applications

Friday 4th March

Monday 10th to Wednesday 19th January

Deadline to Accept Sixth Form Offer

Year 12 and 13 Mock Exams

Year 12 Reports Issued

Monday 10th to Friday 21st January

Monday 7th March

Year 11 Languages Speaking Exam Practice

Year 11 History Trip - Hitler on Trial

Friday 13th January

Friday 11th March

Year 9 Options Evening

Year 7 Reports Issued

Wednesday 19th to Friday 21st January

Thursday 17th March

Production Auditions

Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Online

Wednesday 26th January

Wednesday 23rd March

Year 11 Reports Issued

Spring Concert Rehearsal and Performance

Monday 31st January

Friday 25th March

Year 11 Photography visit to Kew Gardens

Year 9 Reports Issued

Wednesday 2nd February

Friday 8th April

Year 9 and 10 Maths Challenge

Last Day of Spring Term

Year 11 and Sixth Form - Whole Year Group
Photographs
Thursday 3rd February
Year 9 Parents’ Evening - Online

Please note that all dates are correct
as of date publication but can be
subject to change.

Maths Challenge answer: C8

