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Reggie, St. Crispin’s School guinea pig

Covid-19
Dear Parents/Carers,
I cannot but start without first mentioning Covid! In
fact I have come to understand that there is barely a
conversation nor interaction and certainly not an
event or meeting where there is not some mention
of the virus.
All of us have (no doubt) worldwide pandemic
fatigue and worry aplenty. So I trust that this festive
period is restful and restoring for everyone.
It remains the case that it is good to be back with all
students in school, schools were certainly not
designed to work in splendid isolation from a
computer screen. We delighted in the positive and
happy start to the school year for our very newest
students in Year 7.
In terms of disruption to students’ education,
mercifully we have been much spared compared to
other schools and certainly those situated in the
North of England and for this we must be grateful.
My thanks must extend to colleagues who have been
managing the tricky and heavy workload situation

where they manage full
timetables
whilst
providing work for those
students necessarily selfisolating. Their mastery
of live remote lessons
has been impressive and
I hope the parents of
students in Year 8 felt
the difference as our
expertise has grown in
our delivery of education
in
this
increasingly
familiar way.
My praise to our
students is very well
deserved – they have
been resilient and hugely
respectful of the new
conditions in which we
now work.
Students
have perfectly mastered this new way of using the
school site and they have been wonderfully
impressive in their positive engagement in their
lessons – more than a term away from school clearly
gave a new appreciation for school life!

The last day of term on site is Thursday 17th December. Years 7-9 will finish at 2.40pm and Years 10-13 will finish at
2.30pm. On Friday 18th December, work will be set remotely on Teams.

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued
•
One of the St. Crispin’s
pet rats

a new expert group to look at differential
learning and monitor the variation in the
impact of the pandemic on students across the
country.

Given the interruption to normal learning over the
last year, I very much support these changes and
hope this alleviates at least some of the anxieties
being felt with regard to the examination period.
We continue to reimagine all our normal school
events and have been keen to extend this to our
normal “open” school events! Click here to view
the virtual tour of our Sixth Form.
In fact, I began the school year with assemblies that
suggested that they might want to think of
themselves as a “blessed generation” as they are
the only group of students who will understand the
value of being at school in quite the same way – no
one ahead of them and hopefully behind them will
ever know this as they do.
Thank you too, to you as parents for your
encouraging feedback and support (and no doubt
great fortitude and patience in supporting your
son’s or daughter’s remote learning!).
Heads of Department have universally shared with
me that they are very confident in the preparation
for public exams for our Year 11 and Year 13
students. The DfE have made sensible and helpful
adjustments to summer 2021 plans which include:
•
•
•

•

more generous grading than usual, in line with
national outcomes from 2020, so students this
year are not disadvantaged;
students receiving advance notice of some
topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and A-Levels
to focus revision (expected in January);
exam aids - like formula sheets - provided in
some exams giving students more confidence
and reducing the amount of information they
need to memorise;
additional exams to give students a second
chance to sit a paper if the main exams or
assessments are missed due to illness or selfisolation; and

The last day of term on site is Thursday 17th December. Years 7-9 will finish at 2.40pm and Years 10-13 will finish at
2.30pm. On Friday 18th December, work will be set remotely on Teams.
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Headteacher’s letter continued
We end this term with our wonderful performing
arts colleagues creating a marvellous filmed gala!
Click below to view.

Duke of Edinburgh
Despite all the changes that Covid has brought us
we have seized every opportunity to keep the
varied and vibrant school that we are all used to
and I hope this term’s newsletter is a testament to
that fact.
In particular in the spring term we will be launching
an opportunity for students in Year 9 (and all
students thereafter as they move in to this year
group) to partake in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
award. Parents and students will be hearing a
great deal more about this opportunity in due
course.

Our longest serving colleague
Mike Elward, our Assistant Headteacher, retires this
term after 35 years of service to St. Crispin’s. In
perfect symmetry, Mike joined St. Crispin’s in 1985
as a Maths teacher and after only a month of
retirement is graciously coming back to teach in our
Maths department. He will be teaching classes as a
number of our Maths teachers leave to have their
“mini-mathematicians”! This sums Mike up – he is a

wonderfully generous professional and simply put, a
very good and decent man. He saw our need and
was willing to help even at the loss of the first
months of a very well deserved retirement.
The whole school community will miss him. He is
utterly imbued with the ethos of St. Crispin’s. He has
the highest professional standards, is faithful,
positive and possibly the most patient person I have
ever met. And quite equally one of the funniest. His
wit and perfect comic timing will be sorely missed!
Mike of course has taught over the years many
hundreds of students and many of whom are now
teachers and even fellow colleagues at St. Crispin’s.
Many of our alumni will say “I remember Mr Elward”
and in that memory I have no doubt that they
recollect a clever and talented teacher. Through his
teaching he has opened doors of future opportunity
for many.
His legacy simply can’t be captured in these few
paragraphs but he can rightly claim that St. Crispin’s
is a better school because of him. Mike was
instrumental in introducing the first computers in the
school and can literally lay claim to the IT block being
built because of his efforts and IT/Computing being a
long established and successful strand of our
curriculum.
“Excellence for all” is our school, in Mike we see
“Excellence in him.” He is always impeccably calm
and this draws him huge respect from staff and
students alike. He always has time, nothing is too
much trouble. He is a great friend to St. Crispin’s
and our door is always open to him. All of us at St.
Crispin’s wish Mike a long, happy, healthy and tennisfilled retirement.

Happy Christmas
Finally, all that remains is to wish all our students and
families a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
All students return to school at 8.30am for KS3 and
8.55am for KS4 on Tuesday 5th
January 2021.
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher

The last day of term on site is Thursday 17th December. Years 7-9 will finish at 2.40pm and Years 10-13 will finish at
2.30pm. On Friday 18th December, work will be set remotely on Teams.

School Council news
News from the Head Team
What a start to the year the Head Team has had! I
think they have had one of the busiest starts to the
new school year that no other head team has
experienced. They have been dedicated and
hardworking. They have helped the whole school
community, giving up time to share their thoughts
on coping with exam stress, they have recorded clips
for St. Crispin’s ‘On Demand’ and they have been
busy organising their committees and working on
current affairs presentations along with the Senior
Prefect Team. It has been a busy eight weeks and we
are so proud of what they have achieved.
Mrs Bennetts, Student Leadership Coordinator

Head Girl
The past few months of
being part of the Head
Team have certainly
been a whirlwind!
Whilst we are kept
busy, I am so thrilled
with what we have
already achieved, and
very excited for what is
to come.
So far, we have
represented the school
through the student
council by leading our
four committees and progressing ideas put in place
by each year group at school.
The Welfare Committee, are working towards a focus
lesson for the whole school on mental health,
ensuring that there is education and accessibility in
these sectors, something which is particularly
important for anti-bullying week. For Black History
Month, we made posters about black individuals and
their stories in each subject block, and assemblies
have been held with resources for student education
and action. The biggest challenge for me has been
the transition from face-to-face speeches and
conversation, to filming and virtual events. However,
I am so pleased that the staff and students have
made the best of our situation with our St. Crispin's
'Sixth Form on Demand' which launched in

November!
Forming these relationships with
teachers and peers has highlighted the incredible
support work that this community offers, and I feel
so privileged to be part of it.

Head Boy
This year has been an exciting
and busy one so far. Recently,
I took part in the Wellington
Annual Conference on behalf
of the school. Around forty
different sixth forms and
colleges took part and we
shared
our
different
experiences of being student
leaders. We also discussed
many different social issues
and what we could do as voices for student body to
combat these issues.
The students elected their student council
representatives this term and as the chair of the
Whole School Committee I am looking forward to
working with them on a wide variety of topics.
In the next few months, I am looking at working with
my committee to expand the school’s environmental
policies and to increase awareness about climate
change and what everyone can do to help out.
Furthermore, I am looking forward to working closely
with Wokingham Borough Council on the
development of our app as part of the litter and
graffiti eradication project and working with the
student led Green Team on reducing the school’s use
of electricity in non-occupied rooms.
Over the last few weeks I have been involved in St.
Crispin’s On Demand and Sixth Form On Demand.
This has been such an exciting process and it has been
great to share my experiences of my time at St.
Crispin’s and to hopefully help future Year 7s and 12s
make their decision on their education.

School news
Deputy Head Girl
The past five months in
the Head Team have been
an amazing
learning
opportunity. We’ve been
able to deliver multiple
assemblies to all year
groups, talks on joining
the Sixth Form to Year 11
as
well
as
raising
awareness
for
Black
History
Month
in
October.
The Student Council is also up and running and
there are a lot of students with exciting and new
ideas that we all can’t wait to develop. Personally,
I’m so excited to be chairing the Federation
Committee and I have a few ideas on how I would
like to continue to develop our relationship with
other local schools as well as benefiting our
community. I would like to begin work on a joint
charity project with local schools and potentially
introduce
some
more
competitive
elements.
Currently, I am in the
middle of organising
the
Youth
MP
elections. This gives Year 9 students the opportunity
to be able to represent young people and stand up
in parliament taking part in these debates.
Filming for Sixth Form On Demand gave us all a
chance to share our thoughts and experiences over
our seven years at St. Crispin’s and we hope that it
inspires some future Year 12s.

Deputy Head Boy
It has been quite surreal. At the start of Year 12, I
knew I wanted to be part of the Head Team and I
knew it wouldn’t be an easy task but I’m so happy
to be able to say that I have done it.
I am over the moon with the fact I am chairing the
Charity Committee and I have some ideas of what
we, as a school, can do in the local community. I
would like to see us make a donation of some form

to the Wokingham Food
Bank. I feel that going into
the winter, now more than
ever, they’ll need support
so that they can make a
difference in other people’s
lives.
If you asked me in Year 7 if
I would be in this position,
being able to help our
school make a difference, I
would have said no but I
am relishing the chance I have been given and will
use it. In the future, I am hoping to go to university
to study acting as I am hoping to start a career in the
Arts.

Student Leadership
Student Council elections have taken place and the
new student council has been selected across Year
groups 7 to 11.
In our new norm, the look of the first student council
meeting was very different to previous years. To
ensure that student discussions continued the
student council met in their year group bubbles.
Between the different meetings the groups managed
to share ideas on the projects and activities they will
be involved in within the school and the wider
community.
Following their first meeting, each council
represented a summary of outcomes and actions to
their tutor groups.
Watch this space to see what our student body will
achieve this year!
Mrs Bennetts, Student Leadership Coordinator

School news
Remote Learning
Earlier this term we
had to take the
decision to close the
Year 8 bubble for two
weeks and thus all
learning moved online.
All lessons for Year 8
were
delivered
remotely
with
teachers beaming in
live to the home classrooms of all the students.
Students conducted themselves brilliantly during
the lessons with teachers delivering a wide variety
of lessons from their classrooms. We were able to
deliver a seamless transition from the physical
classroom to the virtual classroom with no
interruption to the delivery of the curriculum.
Parents at home received weekly reports of the
work that students had completed.
Well done to all the teachers and students in
making this happen.
Mrs Sharma, Assistant Headteacher
Although home learning has been a challenge for
everyone and something that we have needed to

Christmas Jumper Day

What a year we have had and it was so nice to see
Christmas cheer all around the school last Friday.
Students joined in with the spirit, along with staff,
and there were many amazing outfits on display,
from a brussel sprout to hats with Santa’s legs
disappearing down the chimney.
As you will be aware, funds are being raised for
Save the Children and Soulscape, a local charity
which is set up to help young people in the area.
We have been very impressed and humbled by the
kind donations! In total we raised a whopping
£1021.00. Great effort from everyone.
Mrs Bennetts, Student Leadership Coordinator

adapt to, I feel that St. Crispins has done an
exceptional job at giving students, like myself, an
enjoyable and productive time learning. I especially
admired how the teachers did not let the limitations
of home learning impact their teaching being able to,
nonetheless, deliver engrossing lessons with
practical and independent aspects to our work.
Max Dowding, 8NMG
I think we can all agree that the situation at the
moment is quite unfortunate. It has caused many of
us to make changes to our everyday lives. However, it
is for the best!
One of the changes I have had to make was adapting
to learning from home, learning with technology and
learning with just a screen and positively I quite
enjoyed it.
Overall, I very much liked this time that I spent at
home and praise all the teachers for being able to set
up all the lessons! Leonor Rosa, 8NMG
I really enjoyed how there was a daily live lesson for
each subject as it allowed me to get a better grip of
the lesson while working from home and understand
it better. Ethan Davies, 8TRO
Most of the remote learning was based on Microsoft
Teams and email. It was great to see all our teachers
on calls.
I was not sure how to hand in work or join calls in the
beginning but all the teachers were very
understanding and I quickly got the hang of the new
school environment. Homeschooling is difficult when
you're new to online, like most of us were at the start
of this year, there is always someone that can help
you. Lucy Watts, 8MSA

Fundraising achievement
Well done to one of our Year 7 students who
completed a sponsored walk and raised over £665
for Children in Need. Many congratulations!

School news
Science Climate Change Event
A number of St. Crispin’s Year 10 students were
selected to take part in a virtual climate change
event hosted by Imperial College. The event was
extremely interesting with all the guest speakers
being passionate about their own individual
contributions to climate knowledge. All the
students who took part represented the school
amazingly and asked lots of very clever and thought
provoking questions. I for one left the event feeling
like I had learnt a lot and that I would be a better
citizen because of issues that had been raised. We
look forward to repeating the event in the future!
Mrs Wilkes, Teacher of Science
What students thought of the event:
"The scientists told us about their careers and their
journey and the work they did. It was very
interesting to hear about all the different roles
connected with the environment. They also left
time for us to ask questions which was very helpful
as it allowed me to understand specific parts of
their jobs. It made me realise that work involved
with the environment can be done both in an office
and in the field.
It opened my eyes and made me consider a job
connected with the environment. Furthermore, it
made me understand just how bad climate change
is and how it’s impacting us not only as humans but
all animals and wildlife."
"The scientists were very interesting and they

taught us lots about the different impacts of
climate change and the groups of people working
to stop it. I especially liked learning about how
they got into their careers and what they worked
on to get there. It inspired me to want to learn
more about the environment and how to stop
global warming."
"We had a talk on Teams about climate change and
what jobs different people do to prevent it. I
enjoyed this experience because it was eyeopening and showed what some people do in their
everyday lives. I liked the marine biologist the
most because I liked that she was hands on and
travelled a lot."
"We virtually attended a climate event about
climate change and how different scientists’ jobs
relate to climate change. I found it interesting
because it was eye-opening and I got to understand
things about different jobs in different industries. I
found the marine biology talk the most interesting
because it was different and I enjoy learning about
the oceans."
"This was a talk about climate change and what
different scientific researchers are finding in their
results. I found this event very eye-opening and a
great opportunity to be involved in with my
peers. My favourite was the presentation given on
marine biology because it was very different."

School news
The Green Team

Students from the St. Crispin’s Green Team were
invited to take part in the ‘Beyond COP21
Symposium’ via Zoom with students from many
other local schools. This event was a great
opportunity to learn about the different causes of
global warming and what actions can be taken by
individuals, families and communities to tackle
it. As part of the symposium, our students heard
from guest speakers including representatives from
the WWF, Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots
organisation and Bill McKibben from 350.org. As
well as learning about climate change from these
speakers, students were asked to pledge to make
changes in their own lives.

This led to some lively debate
and discussion! Examples of
student pledges included
reducing their meat and dairy
intake, reducing food waste,
avoiding or reusing plastics
and talking to their families
about changing the way they
use their central heating. The
Green Team, which was established last year,
contribute to the St. Crispin’s community by
completing simple but important duties (like
closing windows and switching off lights) at the end
of each school day. Students interested in joining
the Green Team should email Mr Hudson, who will
be pleased to welcome them to the team.
Mr Hudson, Assistant Headteacher
hudsonj@crispins.co.uk

Student recognition for charity work
One of our Year 10 students,
pictured left, has been
awarded a certificate for her
voluntary
work
in
the
community.
She has been helping at Share
Wokingham/Grub Club during
lockdown and continues to
support vulnerable families.
Formerly the Grub Club Food
Hub, is a community service
set up as a consequence of
Covid-19 supporting the local community with fresh food and
other items which would ordinarily be wasted. There is no
charge for the items they offer.
For more information visit their website and Facebook page
http://www.sharewokingham.co.uk/

School news
Climate Emergency during lockdown
During lockdown a number of students took part in a
project that used art as a way of expressing their
thoughts and feelings on the ‘Climate Emergency’.
The students during this time met fortnightly via
Teams, discussing the different ways our
environment is impacted, from deforestation, fast
fashion to plastic in our oceans. Something that
really shocked the students was the statistic that
by 2050, the oceans could have more plastic than
fish. A scary thought!
This term saw a small group of Year 9s get together
to share the work they did during lockdown and to
discuss the future. They had a masterclass in cartoon
drawing and then used these skills to depict a method and they wanted to explore this more.
cartoon strip that illustrates their thoughts about the When asked about the impact we have had on our
oceans and how we could reduce plastic pollution
climate emergency.
Angus puts is very simply ‘Put your plastic bottles in
The students had the concept of using art to send a the recycle bin’.
warning about the future whilst highlighting that Mrs Bennetts, Student Leadership Coordinator
there are green shoots forming. Whether that is
from less people travelling to work or government Photos below: Top and middle: shows a selection of
policies on reducing carbon emissions, it is a great work from all the students.
Bottom left and bottom centre
photos: show our students’ marine
landscape, one side the waste that
ends up in our oceans and the other
side the amazing colours and
biodiversity we find in our oceans. I
know which side I would prefer. What
a great way to illustrate what could
happen to our oceans if we don’t act
soon.

Bottom right photo: is depicting the
discussion the students had during the
session about forest fires in the
Amazon and the wildfires in Siberia
which have been releasing record
amounts of greenhouse gases. The
fires, fuelled by abnormally high
temperatures, have been burning as
far north as the Arctic Circle. On the
other side, we have travelled less this
year and wildlife flourishes in our
towns and cities.

Performing Arts news
Gala ON DEMAND

Gala is going virtual this year! GALA ON DEMAND
launched on Wednesday 16th December, with a
variety of performances available for online stream,
from 18th Century Baroque classics to the original
song-writing talents of our own students, and plenty
in between!
You can enjoy free access to all online performances
for this virtual event, but if you would like to make a
voluntary donation there will be a chance to do so
using our payments system, Tucasi – please click
here. All donations will help to support future
Performing Arts events at St. Crispin’s.
We would like to pass on our thanks and
congratulations to all of the students who have
participated in this event; from vocal-booth
recording to bringing performances to life in front of
the camera. We’re sure you’ll agree that they have
once again shown their considerable drive, talent
and professionalism.
We are so glad to be able to offer them this platform
to shine during these times.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and hope to see
you and your families at a live event as soon as
circumstances permit.
Mrs West, Head of Drama and Mr Wolstencroft,
Head of Music

Goes live from Wednesday 16th December

@7pm
Until Friday 8th January
You will be able to access the event via the
St. Crispin’s School homepage

https://www.crispins.co.uk/

Performing Arts news
Wellington College Festival of Music
The latest collaborative
project between Wellington
College and St. Crispin’s took
place in October, as a
‘Festival of Musical Theatre’
provided students
with
opportunities to perform to
a partial audience in
Wellington’s Annenberg Theatre and via live online
stream to friends and family.
Three students took to the Annenberg stage with a
performance of ‘Heart of Stone’ from Six the
Musical, while three further pre-recorded
performances (from Charlotte Gulliford, Grace
Adams, Megan Smith, Luke Cutler and Chloe Zarb)
were also showcased via video feed.
All performers were truly a credit to themselves and
the school, their maturity and quality shining
through in something of an endangered event. One
of our Year 13 students, recalls the evening:
“My experience of singing at Wellington was by far
one of my favourites and will be unforgettable. It
was a new experience to us as there were half the
amount of people in the audience due to the Covid-

19 rules.
This meant that the whole concert was streamed
online, meaning almost 300 more people were able
to watch. This made it a lot more daunting, however
I am so happy that lots of my family and friends were
able to listen.
It was so enjoyable to perform for such a good
cause, and to be alongside such talented Wellington
singers. If I ever got the chance to do this again, I
wouldn’t hesitate to say yes!”

Performing Arts news
The Great St. Crispin’s Song-Writing Challenge
At the beginning of the summer, students were
given a musical challenge. They were given the
opportunity to write a song which could be in any
style and about any topic. They could ask friends to
help by playing instruments or even singing the
song, but the song must have been written by the
student.
Lyrics were also accepted in the form of spoken
word or rap if preferred. Students could choose to
write a song on their own or with up to 3 friends as
a collaboration.
Congratulations to all of the three winners!
Mr Wolstencroft, Head of Music

to write a song about a toxic breakup. I don’t really
know much about the experience but, with all the
breakup songs I’ve heard, I was able to determine the
vibe and atmosphere of the song.
I didn’t really know how to start as it was my first
composition but I quickly began to build on ideas
from other songs I’ve heard and made one of my
own. It was the happiest time of my life! I had so
much fun writing my song!
After being one of the three winners of this
challenge, I was lucky enough to have a one-to-one
session with singer-songwriter and visiting singing
teacher, Alice Lee, who came to this school when she
was younger.
I’ve always loved singing. It’s been my favourite We talked about strategies on how to write music;
performing arts activity since... well, since forever! simple things that have completely revolutionised my
One day during the summer holidays my mum came approach to composing!
up to me and told me about ‘The Great St. Crispin’s When I’m older, I want to be a singer-songwriter and
Song-Writing Challenge’.
mean to try my hardest to achieve this goal. I am
I’ve always loved the idea of performing my own particularly inspired by my big brother, whose
songs someday so, without hesitation, I accepted success as a film composer has reminded me that
the challenge!
even though we struggle, amazing things can happen.
My favourite songs are usually all sad and depressing. I also hope that I can be an inspiration to others in
That’s my favourite genre; depressing pop, so I chose the future. Year 7 student, 7SOP

School news
The Great Virtual European Bake Off
In September, the whole school celebrated the European Day of Languages. Students had been set the
challenge of taking part in a virtual bake off where they were asked to bake a European themed cake.
Here are some of the creations.

My cake was a Madeira sponge with
apricot jam filling and a vanilla butter
cream. It was a model of Mount Blanc in
France. I thought it would be
original and I had never done
this before and thought it
would be fun to make.
Elsie McArthur, 7SOP

I made a French fruit
tart and placed the
kiwi in the shape of
France. The blue
berries are countries
and ocean next to France and the strawberries in
the middle are France.
Tom Philpott, 7LSM

My cakes are iced chocolate cup cakes based on a
French theme arranged in the shape of the letter
‘F’ for France. Daniel Lewis, 8KBN

My cakes had the flags of: France, Germany,
Sweden, Ireland, Italy, Romania, Austria, Ukraine,
Switzerland and United Kingdom.
With the
countries of UK, France and Germany on the world
cake in the middle. Heather Clements, 8KSL

Our cake was an Irish inspired cake with
the colours green, orange and white going
across it to make the Irish flag! We then
added a leprechaun hat (as they are very
well-known in Ireland) and then we added Guinness
bottles on top of the cake (as Guinness is a popular
drink in Ireland). We added some Irish flowers and
then finally to top it all off,
we wrote Ireland on top of
the cake!!! We were
inspired by the fact that
some of Phoebe’s family are
Irish.
Jelisa Bennett & Phoebe
Carroll, 10KMA

Christmas card competition
Students this term were also given the opportunity to
enter Routes into Languages national competition
that was open to all schools in in England. Routes into
Languages was initially an initiative funded between
2006 and 2016 by the Higher Education Funding
Council for England to promote the take-up
of languages through cooperation between
universities, schools and colleges in England.
The competition was encouraging students to learn
about Christmas traditions in different
countries by designing a card showing the
Christmas traditions of another country.
Below are some of our entries.
Top, left to right: Chuchu Ibe, Annabel
Brittain, Bradley Holmes, Alfie Walgate and
Yusuf Azar.
Bottom, left to right:
Marco Newman,
Ella Jenkin, Elodie Lewis
and Summer Jones.

School news
European Day of Languages
To celebrate the European Day of Languages in PE we
decided to learn part of a dance to a French upbeat song and
then in small groups added an extra eight counts onto the
end. The dance we learnt had big bold movements with lots
of energy to complement the music so we had to take these
things into account when adding on our own section to
make sure it flowed nicely. Emilia Hamilton, 9YIS

Language through History
In History, Year 7s learnt about the Romans. For the first
part of the class they looked at how languages are very
similar. Many languages originate in the same place and
have changed over the years. Looking at language and
where it comes from was incorporated into this lesson in
order to celebrate the European Day of Languages.

Linguists of the term
French

Spanish

German

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Ciara Sharp

Ethan Tatum

Maisie Jackson

Lora Gere

Ayman Hussain

Kamran Shah

Lois Gee
Year 8

Year 8

Year 8

Emma Griggs

Jessica Maycock

Tai Visser

George Hayford

Jessica Hamblin

Alex McGuire

James Rees

Leonor Rosa

Emma WegnerLane
Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Dominic Fry

Connor Fugeti

Blanaid Flynn

Joseph Montague

Ryan Plumb

Gregory Tovey

Samual Shave

Sam Stubbs

Ella Zarb

Careers in Languages
On Monday 23rd November, we had a guest
come and talk to us about the usefulness of
languages in a range of jobs from being a
receptionist to being a representative from a
large technology company doing talks all
around the world. He told us how languages
helped him to get the jobs he wanted and get
to where he is today due to learning
languages in school. Overall I thought it was
really interesting and inspiring to hear from
someone who wasn’t a teacher from school.
Lewis Collins, 9YIS
This term we had a guest speak to us about
the importance of learning a language. He
taught us about how learning French got him
a great job that he loves, and the fact that he
can speak a language which has given him the
ability to talk to loads of people worldwide. It
was very interesting to hear about how
learning a language can help you later on in
life.
Georgia Mayers, 9DCO

School news

On Wednesday 25th November, I had the pleasure of
talking to some of our Year 10 students about the
Engineering profession, the career options available
to those with engineering qualifications, and what
they would need to choose at A-Level in order to
begin walking down the path to join the profession.

business; Mike, a senior Race Performance Engineer
at Mercedes Formula 1; and Amelia, a cyber security
consultant providing services to HM Government.
I was really impressed with the thoughtful questions
the students had for me at the end of my talk – a
few even stayed behind for a discussion about the
process of designing an aircraft!
I’m hopeful that I can give further insight to
students who are curious about a career in
engineering and am always happy to answer
questions they may have. If your child is interested
in a chat about engineering, please do drop me an
email and we can find a suitable time for them to
pick my brain.
Mr M Phillips, Master of Engineering
(Aeronautics & Astronautics), PGCE Trainee in
Science. Email phillipsm@crispins.co.uk

Prior to becoming a teacher, I worked as a
consultant Systems Engineer both in the UK and
across Europe. I’m very lucky to be able to call upon
a wide range of experiences from my own career as
well as stories from my former colleagues in
industry and from university. As a result, the
students got to hear about Hayley, an Aerospace
Engineer who owns and runs a skydiving equipment
The last day of term on site is Thursday 17th December. Years 7-9 will finish at 2.40pm and Years 10-13 will finish at
2.30pm. On Friday 18th December, work will be set remotely on Teams.

School news
CyberFirst Girls Development Course
One of our
Year 9 students,
Greeshmashri
Radhakrishnaiah,
took part in the CyberFirst Girls
Development Course inspired and
led by the National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC), a part of GCHQ.
CyberFirst
is a programme of
opportunities helping young people
explore their passion for computing
and technology and introducing
them to the fascinating world of
cyber security.
Each student course is designed to
seek out young people with
potential, offering the support,
skills, experience and exposure they
need to be the future first line of
defence in our CyberFirst world.
Greeshmashri had a fantastic time
developing her IT skills.
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of STEM/Art
and Design

Cyber Security Competition
On Friday 13th November a number of Year 7
students were involved in a cyber security
competition. The competition was organised in
order to inspire the next generation to pursue a
career in cyber security and aims to raise
awareness of the incredible opportunities that
exist in the industry.
During the day students worked through a
number of Cyber Security activities on virtual
machines, as they completed an activity they
gained points.
This was the first time we have competed in this
competition and I think we had the youngest
students. They did amazingly well and will now
take part in the next stage of the competition.
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of STEM/Art and Design
The last day of term on site is Thursday 17th December. Years 7-9 will finish at 2.40pm and Years 10-13 will finish at
2.30pm. On Friday 18th December, work will be set remotely on Teams.

School news
Biodiversity area
Hidden behind the tennis courts amongst a sea of
lost tennis balls is the Science Department’s
ongoing biodiversity project.
Each year, for the last 7 years, we have been
planting saplings and slowly introducing more
species in order to increase the overall biodiversity.
Some of our baby saplings are now 10 foot tall! All
of this with the aim of enriching the students
science fieldwork.
Field work is both an important and enjoyable skill
for students to learn. Having an area with a diverse
and interesting range of plants not only helps
students develop a number of science skills but also
cross-curricular skills such as independence and
responsibility for their own education.
A number of staff gave up their time to help
develop the area on the recent school wellbeing
day. It was an opportunity for staff to unwind, have
a chat and a good work out as we shifted several
tons of mulch.
There was actually less chatting and more gasping
for air, until we were rescued by our site team,
Banny and Ross who arrived in their golf cart to
help us move the load a bit quicker. Still, it was an
opportunity for staff to learn about managing
biodiversity, the importance of not using weed
killer in a biodiversity area was one such point
learnt!
The mulch has been placed around the base of the
most recently planted saplings and will help the
trees get established by reducing competition with

the grass. Our goal is to form 5 large sample areas
that students can use, each receiving a different
management regime, from uncut, cut annually,
rotovated and seeded with wild seeds.
Over time, we aim to develop strong differences in
the biodiversity of each area, giving students far
more interesting study areas and hopefully engaging
more students in Ecology. This will certainly be a step
forwards from the very traditional “how many daisies
on the school field” experiment many parents may
have carried out!
In our Year 8 scheme of work, we have several
outdoor lessons, one of which involves learning
about tree identification and we have now planted
over 20 species of tree around the school.
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to
the development of this area, both during the staff
well-being event and in recent years.
If you have any ideas you would like to share with us
or resources you can provide, we would love to hear
from you.
Dr
Daniel
Rose,
Head
of
Science
rosed@crispins.co.uk and Jason Thrower, Reading
Partnership Teachers Placement

Sixth Form ON DEMAND
On 5th November St. Crispin's Sixth Form were proud to launch our Sixth Form On Demand website to
replace our usual Open Evening. Prospective students can use the site to; view our prospectus, make an
application, hear from our current students and Headteacher, see our fantastic video showcasing the
highlights of the Sixth Form and contact the Sixth Form Team with any questions. Please visit SFOD to view.

Sixth Form news
pandemic. The virtual tour was very detailed,
informative, and interactive as they guided us
around one of the most advanced scientific facilities
in the world. Hopefully by next year, we will be able
to visit the facility in person and take a closer look at
the science facility when it is fully operational.
Adam Hancock, 12RWS

Diamond Light Event

On Friday 13th November, the Year 12 Physics class
got to experience an exclusive virtual tour of the
Diamond Light Source in Oxfordshire. The light
source is the UK’s leading national synchrotron
science facility. The synchrotron harnesses the
power of electrons as they are accelerated around
the building in a circle, and the bright light emitted
(10 billion times brighter than the sun) is then
directed off into laboratories known as ‘beamlines’.
The bright beams are used by scientists to help
research solar panels, fossils, volcanic activity and
much more in the 32 beam lines located on the
perimeter of the facility. Also they explained how
the lab has been utilised to research Covid-19. Their
research has helped identify the physical properties
of the virus, which has developed our understanding
of what antibodies are required in order to destroy
the virus. They continue to use the building to
further develop our understanding of the global

Year 12 Skills Development
The presentation from Elevate Study Sensei was
extremely beneficial. After our GCSE exams were
cancelled this year, I think many of us who started
Year 12 were thrown off revision. However, Elevate
presented effective methods of studying so simply.
Being someone who overthinks, it was refreshing to
be given a structured and straightforward approach
to tackle my A-Levels. We were each given a log to
record the different methods of study and extra tips
and I refer to mine whenever I feel stuck.
The presenters were uniquely engaging and a funny
memory game got everyone involved! You could see
how passionate they were about getting us right on
track. Since then, my confidence has been boosted
and I’m especially grateful they came to help us out.
Ruth Opiela, 12RWS

Local Community Christmas Spirit

A big thank you to everyone
in our Sixth Form community
who so generously
contributed to create over 55
beautiful gift bags which
Wade delivered to the
elderly to bring some festive
cheer!
@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Year 12 Drugs Awareness Talk
Earlier this term, Year 12 received a Drugs Awareness
talk given by Paul Hannaford. He started by talking
about his childhood, from his dream to grow up and
play football for West Ham. But his dream and his
future was shattered by his exposure to drugs from
an early age.
Paul detailed how he was introduced to illegal drugs,
and how that developed into him becoming a gang
leader and criminal, all by the age of 21. He also
stated
how
dependant
he
became
on
them, requiring between £400-£500 a day to satisfy
his needs which made him turn to crime to support
his habit.
The poor hygiene of the drug dens and sharing
syringes caused such severe infections that

eventually Paul was unable to walk. He went to
hospital and was then arrested for his crimes. Since
leaving rehab in 2009, Paul has been clean and sober
for over 14 years and now uses his experience to
help save lives and prevent anything similar
happening to any of his listeners. This experience
was an eye-opener and educated us on the
catastrophic impacts that drugs can have on anyone
and their family.
Adam Hancock, 12RWS
The talk we received from Paul Hannaford was very
powerful - he told us his story and experiences with
rawness and honesty, which a lot of us did not
expect.
We learnt not only the mental impact of drugs but
the physical, which we could see from images Paul
had shown of the injuries he had. He also used a
variety of props related to the topic to teach us the
danger he and other people put themselves into.
This made it so much more impactful as we were
shocked and saddened to see how deeply drugs
impacted his life. However, we were grateful that he
has used his story to raise awareness in many schools
across the UK.
Amelia Gibbons, 12RWS

Heading for Oxbridge
Myself and other students interested in applying to
Oxbridge had the pleasure of attending a Zoom call
presentation with an admissions officer from
Cambridge. It was an informative presentation that
we found very beneficial in aiding us with our
application to Oxbridge, helping us gain an
understanding of what extra-curricular activities are
important for applications. They provided a wide
range of examples such as listening to podcasts,
attending online courses, further reading, blog
entries and more.
Personally, it motivated me on how to best present
myself for my application and I really appreciate
this presentation organised for us by the Sixth Form
Team. Amy MacDonald, 12EJA
@Crispins6thForm
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Work Related Learning
Rebecca & Anna—Careers Advisor

Rebecca Dean and Anna Finlason are
the St. Crispin’s School Careers
Advisers and they come into your
school every week

Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Please come and see them for
information, advice and guidance on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor or Head of Year for an
appointment. From September we will
be based in the Library.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
This term has been a very different one to a normal
term in the St. Crispin’s PE department. We haven’t
been able to play any fixtures against other schools
for obvious reasons but we have had other exciting
opportunities within the department.

different sessions to their peers over the course of
the term all leading towards them teaching a whole
PE lesson to the rest of their class. The lessons that
have been created have been fantastic and we have
had some great leadership on display.

Extra-curricular

Farewell

It has been great to see such a high attendance for
our clubs this term. It has been fantastic to be able
to offer 3 or 4 different sports for a year group so
students can pick each week which club they would
like to attend. We would like to thank the students
and parents for being understanding with the rule
changes for clubs and certain sports.

At the end of this term we say
goodbye to Mrs Pedder.
She has worked at St. Crispins for
18 years and will be greatly missed.
We would like to thank her for all
of her hard work and dedication to
the PE department and wish her
good luck in her new job.

Introduction of the Leadership
Academy
This
term
we
launched our very
first
Leadership
Academy. Year 10
students had to send
an
email
of
application to be
considered for the
academy.
Those
successful students
will
have
the
opportunity to lead in their PE lessons, help and run
afterschool clubs for different sports, take part in
coaching masterclass sessions and become an
ambassador for the school. The academy will be up
and running after Christmas and we can’t wait to get
started.

Leadership work for Year 10

We hope you all have a safe and
relaxing Christmas break and thank
you to everyone for all of your
hard work this term.
Miss Norris, Leader in PE
Below, the PE Team in their Christmas jumpers

Students can follow our teams and
their latest news on the St. Crispin’s
PE Instagram—stcrispinssport

All of our Year 10s have been taking part in a
leadership unit of work in their Wellbeing lessons.
They have all spent time planning out and teaching

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
British Talent Cup
One of our Year 8 students has been racing
motorbikes in the British Talent Cup this year.
"I have been riding motorbikes for seven years. I got
into the British Talent Cup because they lowered the
age restriction for it and it was the next step for me
as a rider.
My best moment was when I was about seven at a
track in Wales called Landow when I used to ride
mini bikes because it was my first ever win and I won
by eight seconds in the pouring rain. My worst
moment was this year when I recently broke my
ankle which destroyed any chance of me doing well
this year. This was my first year in the British Talent
Cup and before I broke my ankle I was 3rd in the
championship.
I hope I will be able to get into Moto GP because it’s
every motorbike racers dream. I will carry on racing
for however long it will take as you have to be the
best of the best to get into Moto GP. My idol is a
Moto GP rider named Jorge Lorenzo who retired last
year and that is why my racing number is 99 because
it was his number."

Former student football success
Photos courtesy of: Darren Woolley / darrenwoolley.photos

In October a former St. Crispin’s student, Reece
Smith signed a contract with local football team
Maidenhead United. Reece was part of the Magpies
Under 18 side which reached the third round of the
FA Youth Cup. Reece also spent time with Banstead
Athletic. Congratulations!
@crispinsschool
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PTA news
Quiz Night
Normally at this time of year we’d be busy planning
our annual Quiz Night - writing questions, stocking
the bar and selling tickets - but obviously it’s not
possible at the moment. It’s a very popular night,
lots of fun and a big fundraiser so rest assured that
as soon as we’re able to resume events this will be
at the top of our list!

Pre-loved uniform
We are still collecting, sorting and selling nearly-new
uniform so if you require any please contact
ptauniform@crispins.co.uk and we will check if we
have the size you require and arrange collection. We
are also planning a uniform sale at school in the new
year.

Dates for the diary
First day of Spring Term - Tuesday 5th January
Thursday 7th January - Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Monday 11th - Wednesday 20th January
Sixth Form Mock Exams
Monday 11th January

Deadline for Sixth Form applications
Monday 11th—Friday 15th January
Year 9 Options Week
Thursday 4th February

Thursday 25th February

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Monday 8th February

Thursday 18th March

Year 9 Options Deadline

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Half Term - Monday 15th - Friday 19th February

Last Day of Term - Thursday 1st April

Term Dates 2020/2021

Spring Term
Inset day: Monday 4th January
Tuesday 5th January - Friday 1st April

Half Term
Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February

Summer Term
Inset days: Monday 19th & Tuesday 20th July

Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

One of St. Crispin’s pet rat
@crispinsschool
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H Tromans Winter 2020

Monday 19th April - Friday 16th July

