St. Crispin’s
Excellence for all

Newsletter
Summer 2020
Headteacher's letter

Dear Parents/Carers,

Return of all students in
September
We are very much looking forward to the return to
school of all students in September. We have
missed students dreadfully and suspect all of us
now have a new appreciation of school life and
routine.
As part of our planning I am pleased to share that
we have not reduced the curriculum, we carry on
with a five lesson day and all specialist subjects will
be taught. Some activities in lessons and break
times are now refined and sometimes constrained
to maintain safety, so September will feel different
for students but our focus is very much on a warm
and happy return to positive purposeful learning.
Our Covid Safe arrangements for the new school
year are based on a system of controls published by
the Department of Education and Public Health
England. We have set the conditions so that any
risk is well controlled and the chance of the virus
spreading minimised.

Recognising
that families
and students
like different
levels
of
information I
intend to share
our plans in a
number
of
ways. Firstly,
this newsletter
sets out the
critical information in preparation for September.
Secondly, I embed here a narrated PowerPoint
presentation which provides a little more about the
“why” as well as the “what” and finally on 1st
September, I will publish this information again in a
Parent and Student Frequently Asked Question
Booklet which will be a comprehensive reference
document.

Covid Safe arrangements
The main advice for St. Crispin’s new school year can
be synthesised into the following Covid Simple Rules
that we will follow:

The last day of term is Friday 17th July. Students return to school on Thursday 3rd and
Friday 4th September 2020
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This means it is important that students do not
attend school if they show any symptoms of Covid
19 (fever, cough, loss of smell or taste.) All practical
arrangements have been made to accommodate
frequent hand washing, enhanced cleaning and
provision of lidded bins to dispose tissues.
The overarching principle is to minimise contacts
with people to reduce the transmission of the virus.
Social distancing in schools require staff to stay 2m
away from one another and students. All students
are “encouraged to keep their distance” and avoid
close contact. We have distilled this into the simple
and clear instruction of no physical contact.
To minimise the mixing of students whilst on site we
have changed the pattern of the school day to
stagger arrivals, departures, and movement around
the site and have constrained break times to
minimise the risk. There are new start and finish
times and entry points to the school which are:

until lesson 1 and students in KS3 will report to the
library for silent reading at the end of lesson 5 until it
is time for the bus to depart.
**KS4 and Post 16 have a shorter day but still receive
the five hour lessons (Year 10 and Year 11) and eight
hours per A-Level (Post 16). Tutor time will be
delivered in a new way and later in the academic year
we will use the 3pm slot to offer bespoke tutoring to
students who require this in preparation for their
public examinations.
***Driving on the school site. From September
Parents/Carers are asked not to drive directly onto
the school site. Instead please drop your son or
daughter in a neighbouring road where it is safe to do
so.

Uniform
Full uniform is required for September. Advice has
been refreshed and now says that uniforms do not
need to be cleaned any more frequently or with a
different method than usual.

Key Stage 3

Essential equipment

8.25am arrive, lessons begin at 8.30am – 2.40pm*

The water fountains for obvious reasons need to
remain switched off and there are very strict
classroom protocols relating to the sharing and use of
resources so it is important that your son/daughter
bring into school each day:

Filled water bottle

Equipment – pencil case and calculator

Disposable tissues

A silent reading book (required from the first
day of term and every day for Years 7 - 9)
Personal hand sanitisers are not required but are
permissible – there is plenty of provision of sinks and
additional hand washing facilities but your son or
daughter may prefer the convenience and ease of
their own sanitiser.

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

Enter and depart the school via
the Black Corridor
Enter and depart the school via
the Tower Entrance
Enter and depart the school via
the Green Gates

Key Stage 4/Sixth Form
8.55am arrive, lessons begin at 9am – 2.50pm*
Year 10**
Year 11**
Sixth Form**

Enter and depart the school via
the Tower Entrance
Enter and depart the school via
the Green Gates
Enter and depart the school via
the Black Corridor

Food

Each year group will eat separately in specific zoned
areas of the school. All year groups have access to
our catering provision via different outlets and all
*The school bus will operate as normal and will food is prepared and sold under safe Covid
depart the school at 3pm. Students in KS4 who travel conditions. Quality of our catering remains a
by the bus will report to the library for silent reading highlight for students!
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Purchasing of food is
done via the student
contactless card. Money
can be uploaded on line
(please
click
here).
Again, for obvious reason we can no longer accept
cash sent into school.

Visiting the school site
As a preventative measure I continue to minimise
anyone visiting the school site and this regretfully
extends to parents.
It feels awful not to be
welcoming in this way and so my apologies for
asking that you only attend the school site by
appointment and only if necessary.

Remote Learning Plans
It is certainly the case that the new academic year
may still face disruption. Disruption may be minimal
or very serious. It is hard to predict outside of it
being entirely predictable that disruption will occur!
Disruption may come from national or localised
outbreaks of the virus and/or the impact of the
national Test and Trace instructions for staff to selfisolate for 14 days. To mitigate future disruption we
have over staffed and increased our capacity so
lessons can continue even with significant staff
absence.
If the school were to face another period of whole
school closure I am now very confident in our
refreshed remote learning plans.
We would
automatically move to a remote learning timetable
and Teachers will teach “live” via Microsoft Teams
to their own classes with lessons starting at:
Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5

9am
10 am
11am
1pm
2pm

Teachers are now very comfortable with this new
technically rich pedagogical approach. The start of
the school year will involve an induction to

Microsoft Teams for all students
and we will use this platform
from now on to set all personal
study (homework) so that
students use the system weekly
and their skills remain fresh.
The far more complex issue is
the provision of remote learning when the disruption
is more individualised. This would be when some
students are at home but the majority remain in
school and there is the strain of teachers’ literal time
and capacity which is necessarily committed to the inschool timetable. When this is the case it will for
obvious reason not be possible to run “live” remote
lessons and we will default to setting work via Teams
and utilising pre-recorded materials and sign posting
to high quality online learning sites.

Beginning of the new school year
arrangements
In order to induct students to this new normal school
routine we plan a phased return to school in
September as follows:
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Students will be met at the front of school by
members of Senior Leadership Team (SLT), Heads of
Years and tutors and escorted into school through
their assigned entry points.

The future
During
the
coming school
year, and in
light of the
way the virus
has made us
work, it is my
intention to
begin
to
explore
a
whole school
approach
where students use their own IT equipment in the
form of a tablet or similar device. My main concern
in this ambition is to ensure that there is no
unreasonable financial pressure on families
especially given the economic impact of the present
times. Equally there is every reason to drive us
forward and utilise technology for learning so that
the transition between home and in-school learning
becomes seamless.

Virtual Presentation Evening

Physics, Product Design and Maths A-Levels leaves
us for Swansea University to study Mechanical
Engineering. Wiki with her Health and Social Care
and Business CTEC will complete a nursing
apprenticeship. Daisy is off to Warwick University to
study English Literature and Creative Writing and
last but in no way least Dan leaves us for the
University of Exeter to study Law.

Summer learning
We of course want to balance a summer holiday rest
with some enrichment work and so will send at the
end of this term to all our students, Discovery
Learning booklets which are featured later in our
newsletter.

Finally

The end of this exceptional school year has drawn to
a conclusion! We end the year with our Virtual I wish everyone a safe and healthy summer!
Presentation Evening where we celebrate the Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher
extraordinary achievements of students in these
unusual times. Please click here to view.
I am delighted as part of the event to introduce to
the school our new Head Boy and Girl Team as
Megan Smith as Head Girl, Fynn Jordan as Head Boy,
and Josh Wenstrom as Deputy Head Boy and Ellie
Graham as Deputy Head Girl.
This team take over from our departing students
who did a tremendous job in office (above right).
Our departing team served the school magnificently
and we wish them all the very best as they move
onto Higher Education. Atharva having studied

School news
Virtual Presentation Evening
We ended this unusual term with a
Virtual
Presentation
Evening
where we were able to celebrate
the efforts and achievements of
students
throughout
home
learning.
It is traditional at the end of the
summer term to recognise the
outstanding
effort
and
achievement that our students
have made throughout the year.
This year, certificates were
awarded to students for their effort
working
independently
and
remotely from home.
Certificates were also awarded for
outstanding pieces of work during
the term and lockdown.
We were delighted that Musharaf Asghar (Mushy)
from Educating Yorkshire could join us virtually and
give an inspirational speech about his journey.
Mushy explained how he overcame the despair of
being told by doctors that he would never be able
to speak again after a devastating asthma attack
when he was very young.
Gradually Mushy began to speak again but it had left
him with a stammer which resulted in a lot of
bullying at school, leading to increased anxiety and
depression. After the doctors told him he would
never speak again, he felt like he had no hope left
but through determination he had the courage to
face his stammer full on and show people that he
had a voice.

He realised that he needed to accept himself as a
person in order for other people to accept him. By
accepting himself it allowed him to go on and
achieve so much more than he ever thought he’d
achieve.
He agreed to take part in the documentary
‘Educating Yorkshire’ as he felt it would be a
distraction from school but also hoped that
someone might watch it that could produce a cure
for his stammer.
He explained to students that it was actually one of
his teachers, Mr Burton, who he eventually
managed to open up to and help him. He reminded
them that anyone can overcome all the obstacles
they face if they know what they want to achieve. It
is the teachers that are there for them to help,
support and push them forward. They can only help
them though if they seek help.
He concluded his speech with the emphasis on
hard work, motivation and discipline. Hard work is
something that you have to put in every day. It will
pay off but you have to give it your time.
Long term, being disciplined is much more
important than a short burst of motivation. The
feeling of achieving something that you never
thought you would achieve is by far the greatest
ever experience you will have.

Welcome to the Head Team
Head Team Hustings

Every year I am in awe of the students that run for
the position of Head Boy and Girl and this year was
no different. Here at St. Crispin’s we normally begin
our journey to elect the next ‘representatives of the
student voice’ in February, with the expectation of
voting in our new Head Team in March. However,
circumstances beyond our control meant we had to
embark on a different journey.
This year St. Crispin’s held their Head Team hustings
on Friday 19th June, a little later than expected but it
was worth the wait. The candidates experienced a
taste of democracy as seven hopefuls took to the
virtual podium to put forward their case on why
they should lead the student voice here at St.
Crispin’s.
The female candidates included, Ellie Graham, Lily
Pelling and Megan Smith.
The male candidates included, Mark Csomos, Fynn
Jordan, Will Shaw and Josh Wenstrom.
The seven candidates have shown great resolve.
They have been on a roller coaster of a ride that no
other Head Team candidates have experienced in
my time overseeing the elections.

Their journey initially
began on the 9th
March, when each
candidate woke up
nervous preparing to
address the Sixth Form
only to be told that the
hustings was to be
postponed until 23rd
March. Then again
their opportunity to
explain why they wanted to become Head Boy/Girl
in late March was postponed.
Following many weeks of speculation about how
and when the Head Team would be selected, the
candidates where told on the 16th June that the
hustings would be taking place in three days time on
the 19th June via Microsoft Teams. In a matter of
days, the candidates redrafted their speeches and
addressed the Sixth Form cohort and St. Crispin’s
staff.
Sixth Formers and staff were then invited to cast
their votes for those they felt would make a great
Head Team using Microsoft Forms. The speeches
were all diligently prepared, expertly delivered and
highly praised by each member of the Senior
Leadership Team. The results were adjudicated and
declared to school officials within 10 minutes of
polls closing. St. Crispin’s clearly beating the record
held by Sunderland of 45 minutes.
I look forward to working with a highly adaptable
and driven team of students.
Mrs
Leona
Bennetts
(Student
Leadership
Coordinator)

Welcome to the Head Team
Head Boy

Head Team Spotlight Q & A

We asked how does it feel to become part of the
Head Team and what are your future goals?
The opportunity of being Head Boy is an honour. I
want to work closely with all year groups, not just the
student council but through all activities that the
school offers our students. I am looking forward to
working with such an amazing team and school.
Thank you very much for all the support and I can’t
wait to get started.
Future aspirations
I am taking Biology, Chemistry and Maths for ALevels and I hope to study to become a doctor and to
go and work for Médecins Sans Frontières to help out
those in terrible humanitarian crises around the
world.

Head Girl
I cannot express my joy to be part of the Head Team
amongst such wonderful individuals! Becoming Head
Girl really has been my dream since I joined St.
Crispin’s, and I am incredibly lucky to have been
given this opportunity. Already, it has been such a
delight to be working with the staff and my fellow
team members, and I am very excited for what the
future holds. The upcoming events and plans in place
are definitely ones to look forward to! As a member
of your Head Team, I promise to make your voice
heard. I know that we will work our socks off to
ensure you get the very best out of this incredible
school!
Future aspirations
I am taking Drama, English Literature and Psychology
A-Levels and I hope to become an actress for stage
and screen. Drama school would be my ideal first
step towards this.

Deputy Head Boy
I am very proud and feel privileged to be able to help
lead the school and have a role on the Head Team. I
feel like Deputy Head Boy is the role for me as my
Dad was once Deputy Head Boy when he was at
school. I am looking forward to this coming year,
making the most of this opportunity given to me.

Pictured above from left to right: Head Boy, Head
Girl, Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl.

Future aspirations
I am taking German, Drama and Business A-Levels
and I hope to do an acting for film course and
potentially purse a career in acting.

Deputy Head Girl
The opportunity to be a part of the Head Team is such
an honour! I'm really excited to work with the other
members on projects that we are all passionate about
especially pushing through the House System and
working with new charities. We all can't wait to hear
your thoughts and opinions through School Council to
ensure we all have an amazing experience at our
school.
Future aspirations
I am taking Philosophy & Ethics, History and Maths ALevels and I hope to study Philosophy, Politics and
Economics at university and want to continue my
passion for sport.

School news
Prefects

Prefects
Senior Prefects
Senior Prefects in Year 12 worked on putting
together a powerful PowerPoint presentation on
racism following the current affairs sent out by
Heads of Year on Black Lives Matter. The Year 12s
felt that it was important following the protests
across the world that our history and American
history should be shared. They wanted us to reflect
on discrimination, even if we have not been a victim
of discrimination or never fully understood the pain
and suffering caused by it. They wanted to share
with us on how we can educate ourselves and
become more informed about how discrimination
happens so that the future generations change
society's systems and structures to prevent
discrimination from happening further.

Year 10 prefects were elected
by teaching staff in March with
the idea of starting their duties
in April. The appointment to
the position of Prefect is an
honour. It is a position, which
carries specific responsibilities,
what this will look like when
we return in September will be different to reflect our
new norm. One thing is certain, our prefects will set
expectations; they will be role models and create a
sense of familiarity and routine. They, along with the
senior prefect team and the Head Team, will be
playing an important role in welcoming everyone
back as we enter a time of transition and adjustment.
Mrs Leona Bennetts
(Student Leadership Coordinator)

Summer Discovery
Summer Discovery is a collection of art, books, articles,
podcasts, debates, poetry and lectures, that have been
collated for students to enjoy during the last week of term
and throughout the summer holidays. Each item has been
chosen as it is culturally enriching, academically challenging
or significant in today’s society. Indeed, there are also a series
of activities that are linked to the items that will challenge
and inspire. All the texts have links to extended or complete
versions which are all mobile phone and tablet compatible
and are completely free. The items come from many different
fields, for example, there is reading about the power of sport,
a debate on climate change and a lecture on the magic of maths, to name a few. We hope that students
enjoy the reading, watching, and listening and we would love to see your attempts at one of the activities.
If you do wish to share it with us, please send it to whitakerh@crispins.co.uk.
To view the booklets please click here . Mr Whitaker, Assistant Headteacher

STEM News
Congratulations to Mrs Beglin who has been awarded a
STEM certificate (digital badge) in recognition of
attaining a CPD Quality Mark.
This is an exciting new initiative which formally
recognises contribution to STEM education in the UK and
the young people she works with.
Many congratulations.
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Care Project

St. Crispin’s Green Team have been riding the
Environmental Tsunami. Our students have a strong
sense of community and an awareness about global
issues. One issue that a group of students have been
discussing during lockdown is the ‘climate
emergency’. A group of seven students from Year 8
up to Year 12 joined fortnightly virtual online
meetings with Mrs Bennetts, Michelle McLeish of
Soulscape and local artist Bill. Here they shared their
ideas on what they already know and felt about
environmental issues we face today and positive
steps we can take to make a difference and raise
awareness.
The first meeting was held on 21st May. Over the
hour we chatted about the environment and how we
could boost the local green economy. It wasn’t all
serious business the discussions were intermixed
with ice breaking activities. These activities included
fun art tasks, such as drawing with your feet,
drawing a portrait of someone on the Teams
meeting without lifting your pen from the paper or
looking at the paper.

One student said this about one of the sessions.
“I really enjoyed yesterday's virtual meeting. I found
it fun and a lot of relief from my busy school day.
The activities made me laugh and Bill and Michelle
were funny and friendly. I would love to continue
this project.”
As the meetings continued, the students shared the
aspects of the climate emergency they felt most
passionate about and using recycled material, they
created creatures from the ocean, reflecting their
concerns about plastic pollution and the threats to
ocean ecosystems. At another meeting we looked at
the importance of our forests and the threats posed
to these fragile ecosystems.
We have one more meeting where we will share our
final piece of art and discuss how we want to exhibit
our work as an art installation. Our goal, to send a
message about the climate emergency and share
hope. Green shoots are beginning to grow.
Mrs Leona Bennetts
(Student Leadership Coordinator)

Lockdown news
Kindness Challenge

During lockdown, in aid of the kindness challenge, I
began running and hit a personal best of running
10k in an hour, where before I struggled to run 5k,
so I was pleasantly surprised when I hit 10.
Along with the rest of the nation I also enjoyed
cooking, I even tried my own inventions with
mixing anything I could find in the kitchen and
guessing how long to put it in the oven for. On one
day of boredom I tried upcycling an old top into a
newer, better looking top by cropping it and
hemming it and to my amazement it worked. On
the sunnier days when the English weather was
more forgiving, my family had BBQs for days in a
row; we have also had our fair share of take away
from pizza to afternoon tea or ice cream. Now that
shops are opening, I have had a massive clothing
haul to make up for all the shopping I missed out
on. Basketball is starting up again, so everything is
seeming a bit more normal but at the same time
still very far from it.
Jess Kipps, 10AGR

Teams success

Help for the NHS

During lockdown Mrs Rutili and Miss Ismail were
busy making scrubs and scrub bags for the NHS.
Huge well done to Beth Fowler
in Year 12 who became our first
ever student to do her EPQ
(Extended Project Qualification)
presentation remotely via
Teams.
It
was
about
elephant
conservation and was very
professionally dealt with by
Beth.
Congratulations.
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The Reading Challenge

Mr Beavis, Teacher of English

At the beginning of May,
we launched the St.
Crispin’s
Remarkable
Reading Challenge to
students in Years 7-10. We
believe reading allows
students to improve every
aspect of their academic
and
social
life:
Academically it enriches
vocabulary
and
Mrs Darke, Head of English their
writing; socially it allows
them to develop their character education as well as
increasing their cultural capital.
Every day students were sent a link to a reading of a
novel for each different year group. After
completing their reading, they were asked to
complete a short online quiz, which earnt them
points towards a tutor group treat.
The thinking behind this project was to provide
students with some downtime at the end of the
school day away from their academic studies.
Here is what our students thought.
I have really enjoyed the reading challenge because
you get to read new books and also ones that you
might not have chosen. It’s exciting as you don’t

know what the book is about until you start listening
to it. It’s also good because if you find reading
tricky, you can just listen to it, and follow along if
you want.
The London Eye Mystery was my favourite because
it had action and lots of mystery. Also, there were a
couple of words in it which expanded my
vocabulary.
My favourite part of the book was when Salim, a
boy, and his mother visited his mother’s sister and
one day Salim went up to the London Eye.
However, when he came down his cousins didn’t
see him as he was disguised and then he ran away.
At the end they finally found Salim and it finished
with a happy ending.
I would recommend this book because I think there
is something in it for everyone—it has loads of
action and mystery. James Duffin, 7AHY
I have really enjoyed reading The London Eye
Mystery by Siobhan Dowd. It's about a teenager
who goes on the London Eye and doesn't come
down again as he goes
missing. His cousins Ted and
Kat try to work out what has
happened to him. It really kept
me guessing all the way
through and I liked the
character of Ted because he
was really clever.
I would
recommend this book to other
people
who
enjoy
a
puzzle! Alex Biddlecombe, 7CTL
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The Reading Challenge continued
This book, Ghost
Boys, was short
but delivered a
very clear and
emotional story.
It helps people
understand the
seriousness
of
racism and how it
can affect not just
the victim but
everyone around
them. In the story
even
the
policeman who
shot Jerome was
shaken
and
regretted what he did, even though he did not get
fired or go to prison. His daughter, Sarah, was
ashamed of her dad but she also loved him a lot.
Jerome was only 12 when he died, his family were
really sad as expected and his little sister and his
only friend, Carlos, missed playing with him. If
Jerome was white the police man wouldn’t have
shot him because even if his thoughts were
subconscious he would have a different opinion of
him in his mind. When he pictures someone
dangerous it would probably be someone black
with a gun threatening him.
After Jerome died he came back as a ghost and met
many other black ghost boys who have had the
same thing happen to them. It’s sad that black
Below, Mrs Taylor and Mrs Harvey, Teachers of English

people were not valued then (and even now in
some places). Leo Popaya, 8CBR
I have enjoyed just sitting down and listening to a
book being read. My favourite book was the Series
of Unfortunate Events. In a Series of Unfortunate
Events there is a man called Olaf and he is trying to
steal the Baudelaire fortune. I would definitely
recommend this book to other people.
Ella Jenkin, 7NLI
The Reading Challenges have been great as they
have allowed me to read (listen to) books that I
wouldn't normally choose. I have listened to ‘The
Outsiders’ and ‘The Gifted, The Talented and Me’,
both of which were really enjoyable and will make
me consider other book choices in the future.
Thank you to Mrs Sharma for organising the
Reading Challenges. James Berry, 9TBE

Music news
Alumni Student Spotlight
Year 13 Leaver - 2015
The single was written at the end of 2019, and was
inspired by a dream I had about someone. I wrote
about how you might feel after experiencing a very
vivid dream and how sometimes you wish life could
happen in the same way. The aim was always to
release the song at the beginning of the summer and
there was no way that I was going to let lockdown
get in the way of that ambition! So, I just went ahead
with it as planned.

‘Still Thinking of Me?’ is the brand new single
released by singer/songwriter, Alice Lee. We catch
up with ex-student and resident singing teacher
Alice about the single, future plans, and her role in
the launch of an exciting new music competition at
St. Crispin’s; a project that she’s found time to work
on despite a packed schedule of studio recording
sessions and video shoots!
Where and when did your journey to becoming a
singer/songwriter begin?
I started writing music when I was about 15, which
would have been when I was still at St. Crispin’s. I
felt that the Galas in the autumn and concerts (at
Christmas and in the spring) provided a nice starting
platform for showcasing my work. Performing my
songs live helped my confidence grow, even from
one term to the next.
Who would you say are some of your main
influences – have you ever met any of your idols?
Many of my main influences are quite current
artists; Lauv, Chelsea Cutler - even Ariana Grande,
her voice is just incredible. I met Lauv once,
actually...it was amazing, but very surreal. I think it
was like this because, all of a sudden, someone you
really admire or even idolise becomes a real person
who can be just like you!
What/who was the main inspiration behind the
new single; was the release during lockdown
planned or more an opportunity to work on it that
you chose to seize?

Tell us what the recording process was like for you.
Writing the song itself was really quick. I wrote it with
2 other people, one of whom was the producer and
the other top-lined the lyrics and melody with me. It
was a really easy process - because the three of us
had so many ideas, there were no difficult moments
where we lacked inspiration. It was written and
recorded in a home studio at the producer’s house,
so all the sounds and instruments were available to
us from the get go. All of this meant that it was
finished within only two days of the initial concept.
From there, I went back to the studio once more to
record my final vocals. Then it was finished!
Are there other songs in the pipeline that might
come together as an album release? Absolutely! My
next song is coming out later this month...and
another one not too long after that...and so on.

Music news
Alumni Student Spotlight continued
I’m not working on an album as such just yet, for
the rest of the year there will just be lots of singles
to help establish a captive audience! After that, who
knows!
What sort of impact would you say teaching has on
your own writing and performance? For those who
don't know, I teach vocals every week to some
lovely, talented students at St. Crispin’s! Not only do
I absolutely love this, but it definitely helps me in
my life as a performer. In looking for the best ways
to support students on an individual level. It’s
surprising how often I’m led back to look at certain
things about my own approach that I would like to
improve. I also find that doing exercises every week
with them really helps to improve my technique and
build stamina!

their confidence. To make sure that anyone could
get involved, there are 3 different levels of challenge
students can choose from, depending on personal
experience. There’s also the option to collaborate
with school friends so that it can become more of a
team effort – as I mentioned earlier, it’s great to be
able to bounce ideas around with others and can
often end up being something super creative.
Finally, have you any advice or tips for our budding
composers?
Get started as soon as you can and just keep writing!
You can never write too much and the more you
write, the better your songs will get.
To find out more about the Great St. Crispin’s SongWriting Challenge, follow the link here.
Mr Nicholas Wolstencroft - Head of Music

This song-writing competition sounds like great fun
– can you give us a brief idea of what it’s all about?
When I was at school it took me a while to pluck up
the courage to start performing the songs I had
written, or even show them to people, even though
I worked hard writing them in my bedroom in my
spare time! The idea behind this competition is to
encourage anyone who takes an interest in writing
to find their own song-writing voice and show us
what they've got! Hopefully, like me, it will give
them a really nice creative outlet and also boost

Royal College of Music success
Congratulations to one
of our students, a Year
11 violinist, who has
recently been offered a
place at the prestigious Royal College of Music’s Junior Department following a
video audition in early April. As well as lessons with a distinguished teacher
every Saturday at the college in South Kensington, she will have access to a
range of musical activities such as chamber music, orchestral playing, choir and
musicianship sessions to support her studies. This is a great step toward her
goal of studying Music at either a Music Conservatoire or University when she
leaves school.
Nicholas Wolstencroft - Head of Music

Music news
Performing for the NHS
I think it is true to say that lockdown hasn't been
the easiest of times for many people and that's why
my family and I decided to show our appreciation at
the 8pm Thursday clap for the NHS and key
workers. It started off as a one off performance with
my mum and dad playing Somewhere Over the
Rainbow and then before we knew it we were
performing weekly for our whole street. Our
neighbours enjoyed the entertainment and
recorded our performances and shared it on social
media. I played saxophone, cajon and egg shaker,
my brother played guitar and trombone, my dad
played violin and my mum played saxophone, tenor
saxophone and flute!
In the end we played for 10-11 weeks and chose our
songs carefully so that they were linked with
lockdown and gave a positive message to everyone.
Performances included 'You've got a friend in me',
'Hey Jude', 'You'll never walk alone', 'Lean on me',
'Ode to Joy' and 'Times Like These'. We also played
a concert to the street for the 75th VE Day
celebration.
We soon realised that it gave our family, friends and
neighbours something to look forward to each
week. We were even getting requests for songs. It

certainly helped those people who live on their own
and brought our street together every Thursday as I
have to admit we didn't know many neighbours
before this. We had never played together as a
family before, however performing to others gave
me confidence and the challenge of playing every
week gave us a sense of purpose during these
strange times. We will definitely do this again in the
future, especially if it is for a good cause. The link to
the performance can be found here https://
youtu.be/yM4SxLYM-t4 Year 8 student

to be my own camera man, lighting man and
actor all at once whilst having Zoom on and
filming on my phone. You probably want to
know what the play is about - Chatroom. It’s a
powerful depiction of modern-day isolation and the
dangerous power of technology. I played the lead
character Jim who goes into the chatroom to seek
help for his issues and it doesn’t go to plan. We
performed this play in March and prior to the
release of the play I managed to get onto BBC radio
Berkshire for an interview. That was a fantastic
opportunity! I would have never thought this could
have happened. My song playing on the radio was
the one - Believe by Cher!!! Also during lockdown I
was able to get onto a board of directors for
Berkshire Maestros and also got into a Chamber
Choir!! Thank you so much for taking this time to
read all about my lockdown fun and who knows
what I will get up to if we ever have another global
pandemic!!! Josh Hogan, 11IN

Production on Zoom
Lockdown! Wow there were
many things I could have done, watched Netflix,
eaten a lot of food, sing musicals all the time but
instead I found a project! A project to be part of an
online production. I never would have thought this
opportunity would have come along. So I put
forward my audition, I had to film myself doing a
monologue learnt by heart then I waited for about 3
days before I found out I got cast in the lead role!!
The first cast rehearsal was on the magic platform
of Zoom. Who knew we could perform a whole play
on a video chat!! There were many technical
problems that we all laughed at! Who knew doing a
dramatic scene then freezing could be so
entertaining.
During the rehearsal process it was Zoom meeting
after Zoom meeting then it got to the filming. I had

Music and Drama news
We are delighted to
announce we will be
hosting a Virtual
Autumn Gala. More
details to follow in
the new term.

All the theatres may be
closed, but the shows
go on! St. Crispin’s has
signed up to the
National Theatre
Collection on Drama
Online. To increase
your Cultural Capital
this summer log on and
explore theatre online!
https://
www.dramaonlinelibrar
y.com/series/nationaltheatre-collection-iid190464
if you would like to
access this resource
over the summer
please check teams for
username and
password or email Mrs
West
westk@crispins.co.uk

Drama news
Trestle masks and puppets

Drama spotlight - Year 7

This half term Year 7 were tasked with making their
own versions of trestle masks and puppets and boy
did they rise to the challenge! Lots of students have
submitted some fantastic work to a really high
standard.
This was a scheme of work the Drama department
wanted to do in order to allow the students to be
creative and step away from the writing aspect.
We’re all super proud of their efforts.
Likewise, we asked Year 8 to also make a mask to
round off last term and again, we had some fantastic
efforts come in.
Students were given a couple of tutorial videos on
how they could make their masks/puppets and were
then given some creativity over what materials and
design they chose – it seems that most went down
the papier mache route! Well done all.
Mrs Tunstill, Teacher of Drama

Work by James Day, 7AHY

By the power of modern technology, Year 7 were
transported back to the Drama studio for their
spotlight lesson.
Around 150 students joined Mrs West, Mrs Tunstill
and Mr Metcalf to look at devising. Students
explored the idea of using a stimulus to create
performances, with a live installation from the
Drama studio (complete with lights and smoke) and
the iconic painting ‘The Persistence of Memory’ by
Salvador Dali.
Students blew staff away with their responses,
showing great confidence to share in such a large
forum and with the quality, imagination and detail in
their ideas.
With such excellent responses and a flurry of ‘raised
hands’ time flew by in the lesson, leaving all wishing
we could have had another hour! Students showed
an impressive enthusiasm, were able to apply what
they had learnt and produced fantastic work!
Mrs West, Head of Drama / Mrs Tunstill, Teacher of
Drama

Drama news continued
Drama spotlight - Year 8
Much to the relief of all the Drama team, Year 8s
spotlight lesson went without any technical issues!
Building on the work they had been doing, around
150 students collectively watched the opening to
the fantastic Stephen Sondheim production ‘Into
the Woods’ as the basis for their study into live
performances.
Students impressed staff with their confidence to
share and the quality and detail in their responses.
Students showed a real development in their
analytical skills, being able to identify production
features and explain their impact on an audience.
Students put these skills into practice by producing
some fantastic work based on the costumes with
performance!
Mrs Tunstill, Teacher of Drama

Work below by Sam Stubbs, 8EGI

Maths news

Forty top set Year 7 and 8 pupils took part in this
year’s United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Junior
Mathematical Challenge. It was the first time the
competition has ever run online, with elite
mathematicians from all over the UK taking part.
The following 4 students came in the top 7%
nationally – achieving gold certificates:
Daniel Barrand (8YIS), Alex Biddlecombe (7CTL),

Emily Brooks (8RGR) and John Staunton
(8CBR).
The Maths department are extremely
proud of all who took part and are
disappointed that there are no follow on
rounds to the competition this year due to
COVID-19.
We have a proud history in this
competition, with students getting selected
through this competition to take part in the UKMT
summer camps and the international UK maths
challenge team, which has taken our students to
Argentina and Hungary in the past.
Our students this year have done exceptionally well
as always and we look forward to them taking part
again next year.
Mrs Prince (Head of Maths and Computing)

Art during lockdown

Above and left: Well done to Katie Swift, 9JMU for producing
some phenomenal artwork

Below: Some beautiful photographs by Alyssa Wanstall, 9ESO

Left:
Well done
to Faith
Barker,
9CNO, for
producing
some
impressive
work

Modern Foreign Languages
Year 7 were set a number of different tasks during Amelia Corse, 7MSA
lockdown. Here is an example of the few of the
tasks that they were set, including design your
own word search, produce a cartoon, label a
classroom display, write about a place in France
and write an acrostic poem.

Gracie
Sophie Smith, 7CTL
Barclay, 7MSA
Ella Jenkin, 7NLI

Paris
All the lights shine like stars in
the night
Rad is what people say when
they see the Eiffel Tower
I can’t believe I saw that rare
flower
So this is Paris in an acrostic
poem
Tai Visser, 7CTL

Nice is a city on the south-east coast of France, near the border of Italy.
The first tourist to visit Nice went there 400,000 years ago!
 Archaeologists discovered caves where early people came to hunt

woolly mammoths.
Nice was named after the Greek Goddess, Nike. She was the goddess
of speed, strength and victory.
Nice is the 5th most populated city in France, with 350,000 residents.
Salad Niçoise originated here—it is a salad made from green beans,
onions, lettuce, tuna, egg and olives.
Alex Biddlecombe, 7CTL

Work Related Learning
During the past few weeks, I have had over the
phone career interviews with many of you.
For those of you I have had a career interview with,
it is has been a pleasure hearing about your career
interests and plans for after your GCSE's. I look
forward to speaking to those of you who haven’t
had your career interview yet and learning more of
your plans and ideas.
In the meantime, the following links may be useful
to help you explore career ideas and gain more
understanding about your options.
For those of you who are thinking of taking A-Level
subjects, use the A-Level match tool to explore
what careers and degree subjects these can lead
into https://sacu-student.com/.
For those who are interested in a medical career,
you will find it useful to explore the medical online
work
experience
link
https://
www.theaspiringmedics.co.uk/online-workexperience.
If you would like to spend some time exploring
different career ideas and want some more
information around your chosen careers, you can
use eclips to find out more www.eclipsonline.co.uk. You can email me for password
details.
For those who are very unsure about subject or
career interests, I would recommend spending some
time doing a few career quiz's to help refine careers
you may have the skills for, or personality matches
too.
https://www.eclips-online.co.uk/careerwizard
https://www.16personalities.com/freepersonality-test.
As I have discussed with those students who have
already had a career interview, colleges and sixth

forms will begin advertising their open days soon.
These open days may be virtual so keep an eye on
the websites of your chosen sixth forms or colleges
and make sure you keep a note of these dates.
I wish you all the best with your studies and have a
lovely summer holiday!
Rebecca Dean, Careers Adviser
Mob: 07951 518307
E-mail: RebeccaDean@adviza.org.uk

Careers Interview
On Thursday 11th June I had a careers interview
over the phone with Rebeca Dean.
Rebecca started by asking what subjects I enjoyed at
school and asked if I had any ideas as to what I’d like
to do after school. We discussed subjects I might
take at A-Level and ideas for future jobs. It was very
@crispinsschool
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useful to talk to her as she got me thinking about
my future. She also helped me draw up a basic plan
based on my ideas at the moment.
Of course things may change, but it’s good to start
thinking about it.
Ollie Smith, 10JWH
www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Year 11 news
The Great St. Crispin’s Drive Thru
Students in Year 11 were recently invited to
attend the Great St. Crispin’s Drive-Thru in a
bid to say goodbye for both students and
staff. With restrictions in place that did not
allow the students to mingle freely on site
and taking our inspiration from the drive-thru
culture, students were driven through a series
of stops that allowed them to collect their
leaver’s hoodies and school photos, amongst
other things.
The sun was shining on both days and many
staff attended in the hope that they could say
their final goodbyes and wish students the best of luck for the next stage of their education. It was lovely to
see so many smiles on such a glorious day for Year 11! Mrs Tavaga, Head of Year 11

Virtual Leaver’s Party

Goodbye from Mrs Tavaga

Following the Great St.
Crispin’s Drive-Thru were
the Year 11 virtual leavers’
parties.
Students were
invited to attend the parties
with their tutors and Head
of Year, Mrs Tavaga, to
celebrate their time at St.
Crispin’s and say a final
goodbye to their tutor groups.
Students were treated to pictures from over the
last 5 years, some more embarrassing than
others, but enjoyed seeing how they had grown
in their time at the school!
As well as personal goodbyes from many
members of staff, the tutors also got very
creative by making their own party hats and
cakes to fondly remember memories of their
tutor group from over the years.
All of the parties were thoroughly enjoyable and
the students who attended were all able to say
their own personal goodbyes, which was lovely!
Mrs Tavaga, Head of Year 11

All of us at St. Crispin’s want to wish every single one of the Year 11 students
the best for the future! Thank you for all of your hard work over the years,
good luck with the next steps and goodbye for now!

Sixth Form news
Future Focus

This week
our Year 12
students
took part in
our
first
online
Future Focus week to replace our Future Fair and
Future Focus Trips Day which couldn’t take place
this year.
Mrs West and Mr Yeatman launched the week with
an online Teams meeting for the whole
year. Students could select the Live talks relating to
the path they wished to follow Post Sixth Form
including: UCAS process & personal statements with
Dan from the University of Surrey, a Drama

and Theatre Studies Q&A with Alumni Students,
Introduction to Apprenticeships with Matt from
Hewlett Packard Enterprises, ‘My Apprenticeship
Experience at British Airways’ with Amy Shute
(St. Crispin’s Alumni) and Oxbridge/Medicine/
Dentistry/Veterinary Applications with Peter
Rawlings from PiXL 6.
All these talks were via Teams with a member of the
Sixth Form Team hosting with students able to ask
questions. Students have also been signposted to
online events this week hosted by universities
covering a range of topics including Student
Finance, Studying Law, Apprenticeship video case
studies, Architecture, How to Write a Great CV, Fine
Art, Work Experience Alternatives (in the current
environment).
Students will also be sent a Future Focus Booklet
which has detailed guides on how to apply to UCAS
and apprenticeships along with information from
the Universities and companies who were due to
attend our Futures Fair.

Theatre students live
event
As part of Year 12s Future Focus Week,
Mrs West hosted a live virtual event for
all Theatre Students.
Mrs West invited some of our Alumni to
talk to our current students about
Drama School, from the application
process to the audition process.
This event will no doubt become a
feature in our school calendar for years
to come!
Thank you to
all involved.
Mrs West, Head
of Sixth Form

@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Virtual Induction Days
As with many events this year we had to rapidly amend our plans for our
Sixth Form Induction, which should have been a two day event with onsite
team building and taster lessons.
On Monday 29th June we welcomed over 100 of our Future Sixth Form
students, including students in Hong Kong and the Caribbean, to a live online
Welcome Presentation with Ms Rhodes, Mrs West and Mr Yeatman.
The students were then invited to Subject Meet and Greets on Monday and
Tuesday for each of their chosen A-Level, CTEC or BTEC classes. These Meet
and Greets provided the students with the opportunity to “meet” their
future subject teachers and classmates, get an overview of their “Connection
work” to help their transition into the Sixth Form and ask any questions they
had about their subjects.
The two day event was rounded off with a fantastic live presentation by our
brand new Head Team, followed by another Q & A session. All of our future
Sixth Formers also received a copy of our Sixth Form Passport, containing all
the information needed to help them continue their journey to our Sixth
Form. Despite not being able to meet every one in person this was a fantastic opportunity to welcome
our new Year 12 cohort and we cannot wait to meet them all properly in September. The Sixth Form Team

PTA news
I hope you are all keeping well
during these
strange
and
challenging times.
Understandably I don't have
much to update you on in terms
of PTA activities during the last
term. We have still been able to
provide second hand uniform,
thanks to the help of the office
staff, though obviously we didn't
have as much demand as usual.
We will arrange a new date for
the planned Comedy night when
things
return
to
'normal'. Fortunately we had an
extremely successful Quiz Night at the start of the
year (which raised over £3,500!) and this, along with
the refreshment stands, uniform sales and Reading
FC ticket sales in the Autumn term, and the ongoing
500 club and Voluntary Donation Scheme have
enabled us to raise over £4,700 this year - thanks to
your support, which is very much appreciated.
The Voluntary Donation Scheme is one of St.
Crispin’s main fundraising efforts and over the last

four years we have benefited hugely
from your participation. Every
donation is supported by the
introduction of Gift Aid, which means
that the PTA, as a charitable body, can
reclaim the tax paid by parents from
HM Revenue & Customs.
If you feel in a position to be able to
donate then please go to the Tucasi
site. Further details about the scheme
and how to donate are on the school
website https://www.crispins.co.uk/
pta/donate/
We are always grateful for any
donations of good quality second hand uniform so if
you are having a clear out please send them our way!
The 500 Club is the St. Crispin’s School “PTA lottery”.
Anyone can play and it costs just £2 a month. Every
month there are two prizes ranging in value from £25
-£500!! Details of how to enter can be found on the
PTA section of the school website https://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500-club-application-form/
Thank you. The PTA

Virtual Sports Week

The final week of term is traditionally marked as St.
Crispin’s Sports Week when we celebrate the end of
the sporting year with interform competitions in
softball, rounders and athletics. This year, students
and staff took part in a Virtual Sports Week with the
aim of recreating this level of friendly competition
at, all be it, home!
There were 9 events in total and the PE Department
produced short instructional videos for each of the
events and then asked students and their families to

Pictured above: Mr Mulloy perfecting his plank
The ladies in the Year 9 tutor team had great fun
taking part in all of the events (socially distancing of
course).
upload a video of themselves doing the events. The
events included the standing triple jump, satsuma
and spoon race, alternate ball toss, speed bounce,
plank, alternate keep ups, skipping, speed shuffle
and burpees.

The winners!
A huge thank you to everyone who took part. I hope you all enjoyed doing the events. I think it might
become an annual event. A huge thank you for your support in encouraging the students to also get
involved. Look out for their results in the end of term assemblies and the PE Instagram account.
Mr Nelson, Head of PE

Parent Winners:
Standing Triple Jump
Claire Foster
Speed Bounce
Simon Cutler
Plank
Kerry Doe
Ball Toss
Alistair Doe
Satsuma & Spoon
Stephanie Lewis
Speed Shuffle
Stephanie Lewis
200 Skips
Kerry Doe/
Stephanie Lewis (joint winners)
Keep Ups
Alistair Doe
Burpees
Alistair Doe

Staff Winners
Standing Triple Jump
Speed Bounce
Plank
Ball Toss
Satsuma & Spoon
Keep Ups
Burpees
Speed Shuffle
200 Skips

Mr Davidson
Mrs Longhurst
Mrs Perry
Mr Wheatcroft
Mr Davidson & Mr
Wheatcroft (joint winners)
Mr Collis
Mr Yeatman
Mr Collis
Mr Morrison

Thank you to everyone for taking part

Dates for the diary

Further details regarding the collection / sending of results will be communicated to students and parents/
carers in due course.

@crispinsschool
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Dates for the diary
Term Dates 2020—2021
Autumn Term 2020
Inset days:
Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2020
Term starts: Thursday 3rd September 2020
Half term:
Monday 26th—Friday 30th October 2020
End of Term: Friday 18th December 2020

Inset days:

Spring Term 2021

Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th July 2021

Inset day: Monday 4th January 2021
Term starts: Tuesday 5th January 2021
Half term:
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February 2021
End of Term: 1st April 2021

Year 8 MFL Baking
Well done to, Ronnie
Robinson’s (8JDA)
who
baked a German cake, called
Kalter Hund, which means
Cold Dog and Alba Searle
(8JDA) who baked a cake
creation called Selterkuchen,
which means Soda Water
Cake.

@crispinsschool

Summer Term 2021

Term starts: Monday 19th April 2021
Half term:

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June 2021
End of Term: Friday 16th July 2021

Well done to Lewis
(8YIS) and Holly
Collins (11JA) who
built an incubator
during lockdown
and hatched some
quails.

St.Crispin’s School
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School news
Thanks from parents and carers
We have been overwhelmed with all
the messages of thanks during home
learning. Many thanks to all parents/
carers for their continued support.
“Firstly can I say, and would like to convey my
appreciation for the support of St. Crispin’s staff for
my son at school. Without this school attendance I
would be floundering.” Year 7 parent
“Thank you for all you are doing, it has been great to
know my son has been looked after.” Year 7 parent

“I do hope you are all keeping safe in these really
difficult times. I really appreciate all the time and
effort that has gone in to keeping us informed about
home-schooling.” Year 7 parent
“We are very pleased with the effort the teachers
have put in, especially, in making the subjects
interesting for children doing the work in isolation
and at home.” Year 7 parent

“Just a quick note to say thanks for this and for the
effort being made by the teachers and school to
educate our kids under difficult circumstances.”
Year 9 parent
“I just wanted to extend my gratitude for all the
support you and your staff have displayed during
the current crisis. The regular updates have also
been very much appreciated. I know you are all
doing all you can under these extreme
circumstances. Please pass on my thanks to your
team.”
“I just wanted to say and huge thank you to all of
the staff at St. Crispin’s school for your kindness and
consideration during this very unusual and worrying
time.”
“I have been really impressed with all
communication and the work set for students. I feel

you have gone above and beyond as a school to
address the welfare of your students and their
families. Many thanks.” Year 10 parent
“Thank you for working tirelessly to make the best
out of the current situation.”
“Thank you for making my daughter laugh. That
video of Where's Wally was top class. Definitely the
type of support the students need at this difficult
time.” Year 10 parent
A big thank you also to all the teachers who have
supplied work & kept in touch with my son, it is so
important for this communication for both the
teachers & the children to keep as much normality as
possible.” Year 10 family
“I sincerely appreciate the work you and the teachers
are doing to continue educating our children.”
Year 11 parent
“I have to say and please pass on, I think the school
has done an amazing job under extreme pressure and
would personally like to say a huge thank you to you
all.”
“Thank you much appreciated. You are all doing a
great job in difficult circumstances!”

