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Headteacher's letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
“Sometimes there are decades where nothing
happens, and sometimes there are weeks where
decades happen.” Vladimir Lenin
I never thought I would begin my traditional end-ofterm letter with a quotation from a Marxist Russian
revolutionary, but the sentiment expressed so
succinctly by Lenin seems to resonate with what has
taken place across this country over the past two
weeks. The end of this term will go down in the
annals of St. Crispin’s as one of the most
remarkable closures in our school history as we
went from business as usual; then partial opening;
hurtling to the school’s closure to most students;
delivering remote learning for most; in school
provision for some; then to the cancellation of
public exams and then to the near lockdown of the
nation within the space of six days.
It remains my determined intention to provide the
best possible remote education that we can. In
these early days we will have no doubt made errors
as we try and coordinate remotely over 70 teachers
to set work that is accessible, appropriate and
reasonable. This is a pedagogical first for teachers
and it will take time for us to adjust and learn
professionally what is working and as importantly
what is not!
I intend to try as much as possible to operationally
mirror the normal flow of the school’s calendar and
timetable and adapt these events as appropriate.
Therefore, we will not be setting specialist subject
work for over the Easter holidays. I would like
students to “virtually” feel the space of doing things

differently than this “new normal” term time
learning. Instead we will be setting literacy work
for all students utilising on-line resources to
improve and extend students’ reading experience
and extend their vocabulary. After Easter we have
devised a clearer plan of when work will be set and
I will write later to parents and students to advise
them of this new way of working, what to expect
and when.
Difficult though it is to think of nothing other than
the coronavirus at the current time, I do not want the
highlights and successes of this term to go unmarked:
as you will see from this newsletter, a great many
wonderful events have already taken place and it is
right to celebrate them.

It is also right that I conclude this letter with a series
of thanks. First and foremost, I would like to thank
our students for the most remarkable, resilient and
unfussy way in which they exited the school in such
extreme circumstances. I would particularly like to
pay respect to our Year 11 who, due to the
coronavirus, have been denied the usual celebrations
and farewells. I know that we will have the chance
to mark their “graduation” from formal education in
due course, perhaps even later in the summer
(fingers and toes very much crossed!) so, for the time
being, I shall use this letter to express my heart-felt
gratitude for everything they have given to the school
over the past five years.

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued
I would like to thank the entire parent body for the
support which you have shown St. Crispin’s over
recent days. I know that many of you will have
been working harder than ever in your own careers
and facing significant challenges in your own
personal and professional lives, and now face
“home-schooling”… I hope it is feeling rather better
than for this parent on YouTube but understand
you might feel it just as hard! Click here. It goes
without saying that I hope that you and your
families stay safe, healthy and happy in the weeks
and months ahead.
Finally, it is only right that I acknowledge and
publically thank all the staff at St. Crispin’s who
have, quite simply, been outstanding in extreme
circumstances. To move so seamlessly to providing

onsite education to key worker families, to
developing quality online learning in the space of
days bears witness to their resilience, flexibility,
creativity and unconditional commitment to
delivering the best possible education to your
children.
I very much hope, however, that we will be able to re
-open the school sooner rather than later; we will be
ready to spring back into physical action at a
moment’s notice whenever that may be. In the
meantime, however, I hope that you and your
families manage to stay safe and healthy.
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Useful websites during social distancing and school closure
Home learning
activities

Mindfulness
activities

Looking after your
mental health

Online
scrapbooking

The Body Coach
TV, daily
PE lessons

Duolingo,
learn a language

School of sign
language

Woodland Trust
activities

BBC Good Food

Mind

Action for
Children

Health Watch

School news
Sustainability visit to Shinfield St. Mary’s Junior School

On Wednesday 5th February, a group of Year 7, 8
and 9 students involved in the school’s Green
Team, and who entered the Climate Emergency
competition, went to Shinfield St. Mary’s Junior
School. The aim was to learn all about their
approach to sustainability and to study biodiversity
ideas which we could implement in our school.
The school have a bio dome in which they are
growing a whole array of plants. In the bio dome
they use an irrigation system to water and feed the
plants. The water from a fish tank is filtered using
natural techniques and the dirty water is fed to the
plants and the clean water is used for the fish.

They also have raised beds which they use to grow
vegetables, fruits and flowers - they then sell the
plants to parents and give the proceeds to a charity
that supports the homeless. The beds are fitted
with state of the art irrigation systems and fed with
compost collected from food waste in school. The
school have greenhouses too, used for when plants
are in the germination stage.
We thoroughly enjoyed this trip and we all have
come away with loads of amazing ideas to consider
for our school. Thanks to Mr Knight at Shinfield St.
Mary’s for sharing the work that he and his students
have done. Joseph and Sacha, 8YIS

Lego Mindstorms
The Robotics club spent the Autumn term working
every Friday after school with our STEM
Ambassador, Simon Crombie, to perfect their Robot
for the Lego Mindstorms Challenge. The Team had
to learn how to build, program and control
autonomous LEGO robots to complete a series of
short, exciting missions from speed racing to
delivering humanitarian aid.
The humanitarian aid challenge had to be
completed within a time frame and involved a
number of modifications to the robot to complete
each of the challenges.
The team had to complete a presentation on how
they designed and built their robot. They also had
to complete a problem solving activity to show

team working skills.
The team were fantastic and St. Crispin's School
were the overall winners of the regional finals.
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of Technology

School Council news
Litter and Graffiti project
Earlier this year, the Wokingham Town Council
Mayor introduced a local competition and asked
schools if they could come up with ideas on how to
get rid of litter and graffiti. Schools were also asked
to come up with ideas to encourage their peers to
help with the clean up.
Teams from St. Crispin’s, Forest Academy and The
Emmbrook School took part and pitched their ideas
to a panel from Wokingham Town Council.
We were delighted that the St. Crispin’s Team won
the £1,000 prize for their idea to create a mobile
phone app that will capture data and manage the
resources in their attempt to address the graffiti and
litter problem. Well done to all the team.

question… do we
continue with last
year’s ideas and
develop these or
create our own
concept of how
we would manage
litter and graffiti?
The Litter and Graffiti project team working in Initially we looked at what we had attempted before.
conjunction with Wokingham Town Council has We had initially planned to introduce bins for chewing
moved into its second year and with it, a new team, gum as we thought that this would be a great way to
headed by Daniel Jenkin, St. Crispin’s Deputy Head reduce litter in the local area. However, after some
Boy. This is a project where schools across the thinking, we decided that the best way to reduce litter
borough have competed against each other to was to use modern technology.
come up with strategies to eradicate litter and We decided that the best way to do this was through
graffiti in the local area. In such a short time, this developing a mobile phone app. This was because
team of students have achieved so much and I feel we wanted to target younger age groups with our
so privileged supervising them and helping them litter project. We believed they would be the best
overcome so many different hurdles.
group to adopt this project as they are always on
Mrs Bennetts, Head of Student Leadership
their phones and young people tend to be more
engaged with social media.
Photo courtesy of The Wokingham Paper
We also thought if they use the app their parents/
carers might help them which would also put these
habits at the forefront of their minds as well. We
also hope that as they get older these habits will
continue.
Ideas into action - we decided to monitor litter
around Wokingham by taking photographs of litter
hotspots. One member of the team decided to try
and program a solution that would allow us to do
this digitally rather than on a poster. The program
concept was designed to take all the photos from
our walk around Wokingham town and extract the
image location from them. This location data was
then converted into longitude and latitude and then
What the team had to say
was plotted as a heat map overlying onto a base
With the new team on board we had to decide how map. The software has two different colours, one to
we would progress with the project, so we posed the display litter and one to display graffiti.

School Council news
Litter and Graffiti project continued
The program enables the analyse of data to be done
more efficiently as all you need to do is look at the
map in order to identify the main litter and graffiti
hotspots. In the future, we hope to expand on this
program by adding a variety of features that could
aid the council even further, such as a filter to see
how bad litter areas are on different days of the
week.
On 28th January 2020 we presented our project to
Wokingham Town Council along side Forest
Academy and The Emmbrook School.
Each school had a very different take on how we
could eradicate litter in the local area. All ideas
combined would be a fantastic opportunity going
forward.
It was a whole week before we found out who the
winners were.
On 3rd February Town Mayor Lynn Forbes came to
St. Crispin’s to announce the winners and it turned
out it was us! As a team we are so excited to have
won after the disappointment of the previous year.
As well as winning £1000 for the project
development, each individual member won a

voucher to spend on whatever they wanted. We plan
to invest the money into our next stage of the
project.
As with all projects, we had to present our next steps
to the Town Council after we picked up the cheque,
on how we would take our project beyond our initial
concept. We proposed that we would go to local
primary schools to explain our project. We would
demonstrate the app and show pupils what they can
do and how to use it. They can then see the impact of
littering and how interactive the app is. Importantly,
we need to develop the program further and train
students on how to use it.
We need to raise the profile of the app and get more
people using it to show the council how useful this
would be and how it would reduce their man power
and budget. The team needs to ensure that this
project has longevity.

Committee news
This term the student council has been planning
different projects which they were planning to
complete during the Spring/Summer term.

Federation Committee
This term we have been planning the process for the
selection of candidates to go forward for Wokingham
Youth MP.

School Council news
Committee news continued

We also discussed having Meat Free Mondays but
this is something that we will being discussing with
the school and Cucina.

We also attended the Wokingham Federation
Welfare Committee
meeting to discuss different ways that schools across
Wokingham Borough can work together on school
based projects to help students in the local area. We We discussed how we could let students know about
felt this was a great opportunity to speak to other all the different services that are available to them.
schools and take part in formal meetings.
We agreed that the best way was to hold assemblies
and have a notice board in the school that includes
numbers and contact details of different charities and
Whole School Committee
agencies that offer help to students. This will be
something we will work on when we’re back to
This term the team presented
school.
their Litter and Graffiti project
Charity Committee
to Wokingham Town Council,
throughout this project we
have
developed
project
Charity is something we feel very passionate about.
management
skills,
This year we raised money for Daisy’s Dream and
organisation
skills
and
Save the Children through our Christmas jumper
presentation skills.
mufti day. This year we agreed to raise money for
both national and local charities that offer our
Environmental Education
students and families support throughout the year.

Our vision this term was Unfortunately, due to these strange times a lot of the
to work on ways pupils projects are on hold but the team are working on
in the school can reduce ideas for when we are all back in school.
its
environmental
impact, and reduce our
carbon footprint. The
team suggested many
ideas. The main idea we
decided to work on
initially included inviting
students to apply for a
trip to Dorset to take
part in a tree planting scheme and see how our
native forests are being managed by people who are
keen to help the environment. Unfortunately due to
the situation we have found ourselves in, this has
been postponed but we hope this will take place
next year.

School Council news
simply no unnecessary packaging, to encourage us
to become more environmentally friendly. As a
committee, we also looked at the Youth MP, a
Now that my year as Head Girl is over, I wanted to student elected from one school within Wokingham
tell you about the achievements we made as a Head that would go and be a voice for students and the
Team.
youth.
Collectively, we implemented the trial of a House The Youth MP would attend Parliament meetings
System in St. Crispin’s, for Years 7 and 8. We and Council meetings to fight for change in the
introduced four new houses that were associated community. The other Headteam members worked
with the history of the school. House Millet (red on different committees to help make a difference
house), led by Daisy, was named after the first artist in both the school, like the Welfare Committee led
who painted the murals in the Black Corridor. House by Daisy and Atharva’s Charity Committee, and the
Bancroft (blue house), led by Dan, was named after entire community, like Dan’s Whole School
the first Headteacher of St. Crispin’s School. House Committee.
Crowley (green house), led by Atharva, was named Overall, the last year has whizzed by and we have
after the female architect of the Tower. Finally, succeeded, so many achievements that made a great
House Henry (yellow house), led by myself, was impact to the lives of others.
named after Henry V and the St. Crispin’s Day I am grateful for this opportunity of being the Head
speech.
Girl at St. Crispin’s School and without a doubt, it has
shaped me and prepared me for adult life.
Finally, I am also so very thankful to the team I had
the chance to work with and get to know better.
Wiktoria Burakowska, Head Girl 2019/2020

Update from the Head Team

In the past year, as a team, we got to work with
teachers, staff, parents and students. We also
worked hard to represent the school and show it off
to guests and visitors. We have attended many
Open Evening events where we met parents and
carers who were enriched by the school and its
culture. We all proved to them that this school is
made up of unique and hard-working individuals
with great work ethic and potential, truly
representing the motto: “Excellence for all”.
As a team, we got to become leaders for different
committees in the Student Council. I have led the
Federation Committee. This committee looked at
the issues in Wokingham and schools in the area.
Together, as a committee, we were able to identify
these issues and talk about them in a meeting
where all the schools in Wokingham gathered to
target one major issue. The issue we discussed was
the sustainability of products and materials used in
the school. As a school, we decided to implement
changes in the restaurant and Cucina. We decreased
the amount of wasteful plastic through replacing it
with more sustainable resolutions, like paper or

It has been an incredible journey over this last year
working on the Head Team where I have been lucky
enough to work alongside brilliant people. I was the
Head of the Charity Committee and during this time
we raised money for the Motor
Neurone Disease Association,
Daisy’s Dream, Save the
Children and a few other local
charities. As a school we
wanted to focus our charitable
work within our community to
support small local charities
that may have an immediate
impact on someone very close
to the school or to the youth of
Wokingham.
Our charitable work is not just limited to raising
money on mufti day but also small trips such as the
one to Cadence in Bracknell where we packaged raw
nutritional food packets in hundreds and thousands.
This meant we worked with some people we had
never worked with before and yet were brought
together irrespective of age and worked in unison for
a great cause.

School Council news
Update from the Head Team
These packets have since reached their final
destination in Africa and have been distributed
making a difference to the lives of those in need. It
was a very rewarding experience to be part of
something like this but also to see the younger
pupils in the school get involved. They all pulled
their weight and were part of the operation. This
trip and other work done by the Charity Committee
often goes unnoticed, such as all the preparation
and organisation for choosing a charity and planning
the events for that day and making posters and
ensuring they are placed around the school. For that
I would like to thank all the members of my
committee for everything you have done in the
school council.
The charity was only one aspect of my role, I
enjoyed participating in other opportunities
presented to me during my term. This involved
being on the student panel for staff interviews and
representing the school across the open evenings
which I agreed to do straight away. Public speaking

The House System
This year saw the
launch of the pilot
House System here
at St. Crispin’s.
Before Christmas
we had interhouse
PE competitions
between Year 7 and Year 8. The winning house of
this competition was Millet followed by Henry in
second place.
In February we moved away from sports and held
an interhouse quiz competition. This was held over
one week during lunchtimes and was run by the 6th
Form Senior prefects. A high tech event, each team
had to answers questions within a time limit on a
variety of topics and submit their answers online.

and representing the school has been something I
always enjoyed, and it carries an honour and gives
me pride. Those events are ones I will not forget and
will cherish. We have also been able to introduce
the House System as a new tradition into the school.
This has received a great response from the events
that have taken place and is heading in the right
direction to become an integral part of the school
calendar.
It has been an absolute pleasure serving as Head
Boy over this last year. It has developed me as
leader and challenged me to improve a variety of
skills. I will miss working with all the younger pupils
and listening to what they had to say, but more
importantly I will miss the school dearly. The St.
Crispins community is one I feel part of and has truly
prepared me for whatever life may throw at me,
through not only all subjects I studied but the sports
offered to me and the wider curriculum. I hope to
find an excuse to come back and visit the school in
the future, to see the school and relive some of the
memories of walking through the school.
Atharva Patil, Head Boy 2019-/2020
This enabled fast scoring and it kept the cheering
audience entertained with teams jumping up and
sliding down the leader board after each question.
Thursday and Friday saw the semi-final and finals of
the House Quiz.
The Semi-final was between Bancroft and Crowley
and the Final was between Henry and Millet.
The winning House was Millet.
What the House system has shown is how pupils
from all year groups can work together and have
fun. It also allowed tutors to have fun with their
tutor group.
Thank you to the 6th Form team for helping out and
taking part. Thank you to Josh Wenstrom and Will
Shaw for putting the quiz together and for being
quizmaster throughout the week. A lot of fun was
had by all and I know the 6th Formers are planning
the next one.

Year 7 & 8 Science Club
Out of this world!
Just before half term students
were given a rare chance to
inspect some samples of
meteorites and moon rock
during a series of science
activities.
Students were encouraged to learn more about
the universe around them during the week and
were given a unique opportunity to actually
touch a piece of space rock. They were able to
learn about the three types of space rock:
metamorphic, igneous and sedimentary. The
samples were provided by the UK’s Science and
Technology Facilities Council (STFC). The lunar
samples were collected in the late 1960s and
early 1970s during some of NASA’s first manned
space missions to the moon.

What the students thought...

It was really cool to see actual
pieces of the moon right in
from of me and we saw lots of
interesting fossils and
meteorites too.
Daniel Lewis, 7NLI

I enjoyed looking at the
space rocks and I enjoyed
holding them.
Owen Smith, 7NMG

The rocks were cool and I found
out that a rock the size of my fist
would have started as the size of
Wokingham. Also meteorites are
magnetic.
John Staunton, 8CBR

It was cool to see
something as old
as time and I
learnt a lot of
things, thank you.
Thomas Yelland,
7NMG

We found out how heavy the
rocks were and that a meteor
the size of a marble could
destroy the whole school.
Max Bradbury, 7TRO

School news
Geography trip to Iceland

On 13th February 2020, St. Crispin’s
School arrived at Heathrow Terminal 2 to
board a flight to Keflavik International
Airport. After around three hours of
flying, I got my first sight of Iceland. All I
could see was a vast empty space (later learning
these are lava fields) and a huge mountain range in
the distance.
After everyone successfully got their luggage, we
went out to our coach and met our groups tour
guide for our stay, Louise. On the coach journey to
our accommodation, Hlid Fisherman's Village, Louise
told us about the scenery and facts about Iceland.
We also found out what our entertainment on the
coach journeys would be – the Year 13s had bought
a speaker.
When we arrived at the fisherman's village, we had
an hour of free time to get acquainted with our
rooms, unpack and explore the area around us. This
was our first proper experience of the climate we
would be in for our stay – cold and very windy.
After hearing our plans for the trip, the storm

started rolling in. The wind picked up
massively, whistling through any gaps in
the doors and making it hard to get to
sleep.
Eventually, after a decent nights sleep,
we all reported to the canteen for our breakfast and
an update on what would happen that day seeing as
it was still extremely windy (170 mph in some areas
of Iceland) and many roads were closed. We were
told that instead of the Golden Circle tour, we
would stay inside for the morning then go into
Reykjavik that afternoon.
At around midday, we boarded the coach (sixth
formers taking the two back rows as usual) and
started the half hour drive into the capital. The
coach dropped us off at the Sun Voyager, a
sculpture of a Viking long ship to represent new
territory.
After photos had been taken, we walked 15 minutes
through Reykjavik to get to Hallgrimskirkja
Cathedral. This is were we split off into our own
smaller groups to explore the city for two hours.

School News
Geography trip to Iceland continued….

The first thing me and my friends did was go into
the cathedral, where we discovered you can get to
the top of it for a small sum of 100 Krona each –
equivalent to 61 pence – so we obviously did this.
The view from the top was amazing, the city is so
different to anything you would find in England, so
many different colours.
After this we decided to just wander around, and
ended up getting crepes and watching James Waller
get a haircut in the local barbershop. Me and Joe R
found loads of cool little backstreets with loads of
street art around. We then headed back to the
meeting place to get there on time. I definitely
want to go back to Reykjavik. That night was much
less windy, but still too cloudy to see the famous
northern lights.
Our second full day was a day packed full of things
to do, so we had an earlier start, leaving at 8
o’clock. Our first stop was the Gestastofa National
Park, where we got to see amazing views of the
snowy white Icelandic scenery.
We got to see where the two continental plates are
pulling apart and had an interesting talk about the
settlement of Iceland and how it has the oldest
democracy in the world, formed in 933 AD.
After a short drive, we got to see some Icelandic
horses, which are the most thoroughbred in the
world. We then continued on to Gulfoss, a
spectacular two tiered waterfall.
After another short drive, we arrived at Geysir. We
got to see the geyser erupt three times, and it was
an amazing thing to see, despite the eggy smell!
After Geysir, we went back to our accommodation
and had some free time before going bowling.
Bowling was interesting, as we had to bowl in our
socks with loud music blaring through a sound

system. Overall another brilliant day!
The third day began with a three hour coach
journey, which gave me some time to catch up on
sleep after three early starts in a row! I woke up as
the sun was rising, and got some spectacular views
of the rugged cliff faces and waterfalls. When we
arrived at our destination, we were in for a treat.
We went to the Icelandic Lava Show, a place that re
melts lava from Hatla’s last eruption, you can watch
it flow, erupt, sizzle and feel the heat. Once in a
lifetime stuff! After collecting some cooled lava on
the way out, we got on the coach to go to the black
sand beach nearby. Where the waves were
immense.
We looked at the basalt columns and sea stacks,
then boarded the coach yet again to go to
Solheimajokull glacier. We walked as far as we
safely could, making good use of our yak tracks.
After a nice snowy walk around Solheimajokull, we
got back on the coach to go to our second waterfall
of the trip – Skogafoss which was immensely
impressive.
After more photos and being hypnotised by the
scale of the waterfall and amount of water falling
into the lower part of the river, we boarded the
coach again to go to Seljalandfoss, yet another
waterfall. Sadly we could not walk behind the fall as
you normally can, it was just too dangerous. Back to
the coach again, this time to go to our nice
comfortable beds back at Hlid. This wrapped up our
last full day in this beautiful country.
On the coach journey home, we had stunning
sunsets to look at along with the snow capped
mountains and huge lakes.
Harry Burgess, 9TBE

School News
Geography trip to Iceland continued….
The Iceland trip was incredibly fun, we saw all sorts
of cool things like lava and even some geysers that
shot up boiling water . There was also volcanos and
giant church towers .
The waterfalls were beautiful and the food and
accommodation was great . It was a lot of fun going
out in the snow and wind and the sea looked so nice
with the waves whipping up and spraying foam. The
black sand beaches were awesome as well. All in all
it was just a great trip and I would recommend it to
anyone! Miles Clark, 8ARU
The Iceland trip was really fun and we did a lot of
cool things.
We went to a lot of places like glaciers, volcanoes,
bridges and more. My favourite things were the
black sand beach and the lava show because they
were like nothing I’d ever seen and were really
interesting. Overall the trip was amazing and
definitely the best one I’ve ever been on.
Lewis Collins, 8YIS
On Thursday 13th February, Year 8, 9 and 13
Geography students headed for Iceland. After a 3hour flight, we landed at Keflavik Airport. First, we
met our tour guides and then we headed to our
hotel where we had our first dinner. The hotel was
situated on a peninsula which gave us amazing views
of Iceland’s coastline.
On day two the worst storm
of winter so far had hit
Iceland, so we were faced
with winds of over 70mph.
This meant we had to stay
put in our hotel. But after
lunch the roads were reopened, and we drove into
Reykjavik for a human
geography-based afternoon.
We were given a guided
walk along the sea front and
then up a long stretch to
Iceland’s largest cathedral,
named Hallgrímskirkja. We
were given free time to

explore the streets of Reykjavik where we
experienced some Icelandic culture in many of the
shops and cafes.
On day three we woke up early for a physical
geography day around the Golden Circle. We drove
to Thingvellir National Park for sunrise where we
experienced breath-taking views across the Mid
Atlantic Ridge.
We also drove to Gullfoss waterfall and Kerid
volcanic crater which were amazing experiences.
The evening finished with a night of bowling after
what was a great day.
On our last full day, we visited the south shore of
Iceland. First, we drove 2 hours to a lava show
where real lava was poured along a tunnel of ice
causing the room to heat to 40 degrees! We then
visited one of Iceland’s black sand beaches which
had waves with enormous heights and power. Our
final visits of the day were to another waterfall and a
huge glacier which were incredible.
On our last morning, we visited the largest lake on
Reykjanes Peninsula, Lake Kleifarvatn, and we also
took a guided walk around some geothermal areas
and hot springs. Despite the rotten egg smell given
off from these hot springs, watching the steam rise
from the air was impressive enough to take our
minds off it. After a busy morning it was time to
head for the airport and I can speak for everyone
and say we would definitely like to go back again!
Lily Hoban, 13RWS

School news
Geography trip to Iceland continued….
Iceland was the one of most surreal experiences of
my life. With mesmerising views and sites I will
never forget. From the wildlife and the landscape to
the city and incredible views, Iceland is one of a
kind. The stories that were told by the guides told
us information that you wouldn’t get anywhere
else. Iceland has quite a flat landscape but with
incredible mountains spanning across the country.
Learning about the history and geography of the
country was interesting. The sea levels have
dropped drastically and the volcanic eruptions have
left stories behind. Moreover seeing actual lava run
into a room, lighting it up and making us sweat, was
just crazy.
Seeing the geyser with my friends was great fun and

I really enjoyed it. I’ve never seen a waterfall before
and it was one of the most amazing things ever, just
very beautiful. The views of the city from the church
and the views of the landscape were amazing.
Sharing this experience with my friends made it
extra special and I would hope to go there with my
family as well. Oisin O’Shaughness, 9KMA

Biodiversity area
Tree planting from an A-level Biology
perspective
Over the last couple of weeks, St. Crispin’s School
has taken stock of around 400 saplings. This is
exciting for the school and for Wokingham as it
increases the local biodiversity.
Why is increasing the local biodiversity important?
Increasing biodiversity on our doorstep allows GCSE
and A-level students the ability to practice the
sampling strategies they have to know. This gives
them an advantage in exams as they have had
experience in measuring biodiversity. But from an
environmental perspective by increasing the
biodiversity in an area provides greater species
diversity and variation which in turn ensures a
better natural sustainability for the organisms in the
area.
By planting different species of trees, we can
increase the amount of habitat space for small
organisms and birds and also increase the amount
of food sources that some of the organisms need.
This means that there is likely to be an increase of
these organisms which in turn increases the amount
of the organism’s prey. Not only increasing the

biodiversity as the environment can sustain multiple
predators and also sustain an increase in prey, but
also allowing the students to see predator-prey
cycles in action. This gives the students a better
perspective on this aspect of ecology in biology.
Fynn Jordan, 12JBA

Year 7 news
Focus Day Self Esteem

During the Spring Term, Year 7 took part in a Focus
Day looking at Self Esteem. Here is what they
thought of the day.
In period one we learnt ‘what is self-esteem?’
We learnt about what self-esteem means. It means
to have confidence in yourself and your ability to do
things. It helped that we got to write about the
way we see ourselves. Also, we got nice comments
about us from our peers. As well as that, we
challenged our core beliefs.
In the second period we learnt how to deal with
disappointment and how to bounce back. We
watched a video of kids opening Christmas presents
and saw positive and negative reactions. We also
learnt how to deal with the loss of close members.
In third period we drew a *diamond 9 to write
about who brings our self-esteem up and down.
We also talked about peer pressure.
Fourth period saw us watching a production with

Self esteem Focus Day
three actors. They portrayed a boy in secondary
school being bullied. This taught us that we should
not bully anyone no matter where they come from
or how they look.
In the last period we passed a pencil case around
the room. If you didn’t have the pencil case in your
hand then you were not allowed to talk. This was
so that everyone’s opinion or reason was heard.
What We Enjoyed…
We enjoyed the fact that we got to give our friends
compliments and thoughtful messages. It made us
feel good when we got compliments as well. We
enjoyed drawing the diagram about ourselves and
writing about us. We also enjoyed the play very
much. Heather Clements and Tai Visser, 7CTL

MFL class activities
This term, Year 7 learnt about the Galette des Rois (Kings’ Cake). This
French tradition, celebrated every Epiphany, had students tasting
frangipane filled pastries. The lucky students that found a porcelain
figurine was crowned King/Queen of the day.

Year 7 news
Beatboxing
A group of beatboxers called The Beatbox Collective people that were brave enough to go up on stage. I
came into our school and put on an admirable (Heather) went on stage and its one of my best
performance. They displayed their incredible skills memories of secondary school.
while also having fun with us.
Many thanks to The Beatbox Collective for coming to
At the start, they told us who they were and a little our school and inspiring hundreds of kids to pursue
bit about themselves. They had entered a lot of their dreams. Tai Visser, Daniel Thorndyke and
competitions and won a lot of them. One of the two Heather Clements, 7CTL
are still unbeaten!
Next, they taught us how to use our voices in a lot of
different ways. They also told us that every sound
was beatboxing and asked some people if they had a
special sound. People had unique noises like a rain
drop and whistling through their noses! They said
they had never heard anyone blow through their
nose (well done Cerys).
They then called up two people at a time to do a
beatboxing challenge. Once the two people had
walked up onto the stage, the beatboxers would give
us a beat and we would have to try our best to
replicate it. This was the first round. In the second
round, we got to choose between a harder beat or a
freestyle. Most of the people who went on stage
chose freestyle and there were some extremely
impressive beats and sounds. Well done to all of the

Cheddar Gorge trip
learning to the formation of the caves
and gorge on guided tours. They
impressed the Cheddar staff with their
behavior and geographical knowledge.
As part of the trip students also carried
out an investigation of the village to
explore the impacts of tourism.
This particular day was pretty quiet as the forecast
was miserable. However we were actually fairly
lucky with the weather and were able to stay mostly
dry.
Students are put their experiences on the trip to
good use in Geography lessons.
They have
completed a geographical enquiry based on the
information they learned from the guides and from
189 Year 7 students went on their Geography trip to their own investigation.
Cheddar Gorge last month, the biggest group since Mr Morrison, Teacher of Geography
running the trip. Students were able to apply their

Year 8 news
Careers Day
The aim of the day was to get students thinking
about what careers might interest them in
preparation for their option choices in Year 9.
Students spent time in their tutor groups carrying out
a range of different activities. Over the course of the
day students looked at a large variety of jobs
available to them when they leave school, by learning
about different career families.
They then focused on a few jobs, finding out what is
involved in the job, the different routes and
qualifications needed to get into the job, and the
labour market information available for these roles.
Mrs Winmill, Head of Enriched Curriculum

What the students thought….

‘The quiz was useful
to help identify my
skills and potential
jobs.’

‘It was really useful
in preparation for
what to take for
GCSE and how
much salary your
job could make you
in a year.’

‘I learnt lots of information
about the labour market
and jobs.’‘I learnt a lot
about my desired career.
The experience was very
good.’

‘I learnt a lot of different
job families and what
type of achievements we
need to get to achieve
our careers.’

‘The careers day
helped identify the
qualifications, skills
and pathways to my
career.’

‘Lots of useful
detailed information
about different
careers.’

‘I learnt about
salaries and
hours for jobs
and what
qualifications I
need for future
careers.’

‘I learnt a lot about
my favourite job. It
was a fun day.’

Year 9 news
Magistrates Court Mock Trial
The Magistrates Court Mock Trial Competition
has been running since 1994 and is part of the
Young Citizens ‘citizenship experiences’ and helps to
improve young people’s life skills, their
understanding of the justice system and the legal
system, and helps them to understand that the law
touches every aspect of their lives.
The competition introduces the legal system to
young people in an exciting way that has a lasting
impact on all those involved, while developing
student’s soft skills that will be of use throughout
their lives.
On 14th March 2020 the St. Crispin's Mock Trials
team, a mixed group of 13 Year 9 and Year 8
students went to Reading Crown Court to compete
in the Berkshire Regional Mock Trial Competition.
Our defence lawyers, James Berry and Toby Holmes,
won the first case with a convincing victory.
However our prosecution team, Joseph Miller and
Robert Sirbu, narrowly lost their case in a fiercely
fought battle.

The case was The Crown Vs Ari Roberts and was a
criminal damage charge. A figure was seen outside a
fictional company ‘Y Energy Offices’ in the mock town
of Nuffborough whilst a protest was going on.
However, no one could identify the figure.
Despite the defence winning our first round, sadly we
didn't make it through to the national heat. In the
end, the day was won by Reading Boys.
We all thoroughly enjoyed the trip and, those of us in
Year 8, look forward to competing again next year!
Joseph Miller, 8YIS

Bovington Tank Museum
On 28th February, Year 9 students went on a trip
to The Bovington Tank Museum.
The day started with a free to roam activity
around the World War II exhibition, where we
could look around and take pictures of a range of
tanks. We then got to go and try on some
different solider uniforms from World War 1 up
until the present day.
Next was orienteering as an activity where we
went around the World War 1 exhibition to
answer some questions given to us about some
of the tanks.
After lunch, we got to go inside a real World War
1 tank where we were told about how it worked
before going home.
Overall, it was a really
fun and educational
trip that we
all enjoyed.
Charley Yates
and Lilly Rose 9ESO

Year 10 news
Holocaust survivor talk
On Friday 24th January,
our
Year
10
GCSE
historians had the chance
to listen to a talk from a
Holocaust survivor. This
event marked Holocaust
Memorial
Day
and
commemorated the 75th
anniversary
of
the
liberation of the concentration camps.
With thanks to the Holocaust Educational Trust, our
students heard live testimony of AuschwitzBirkenau survivor Susan Pollack MBE, who took
part in a live web chat. Here is a brief biography of
Susan:
Susan was born on 9th September 1930 in Felsögöd,
Hungary. Following the outbreak of the Second
World War Susan's father was herded into waiting
lorries and taken to a concentration camp. Susan
never saw her father again.
Susan survived the ghetto in Vác and in late May
1944, she was sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Susan
was selected to work, and remained in the camp for
around 10 weeks. She was then forced on a death
march to Bergen-Belsen. On 15th April 1945, Susan
was liberated by the British army.
On Friday 24th January Year 10 GCSE historians
gathered to hear the testimony of Holocaust
survivor Susan Pollack.
Susan became aware of antisemitism at a young age
as her uncle was murdered by fascists and her
brother Laci was badly beaten at a boy scout
meeting. In March 1944 a letter was issued asking all
Jewish fathers to attend a meeting. Susan never saw
her father again.
In mid-May 1944 Susan and the rest of her family
were ordered to leave their home by the Nazis.
Susan had hoped of settling elsewhere, so took her
portable sewing machine with her.
Susan told us of her time in the ghetto, the journey
to the concentration camp Auschwitz-Birkenau and
the horrors of the camp itself. Her mother was sent
directly to the gas chambers, her brother Laci had to
move the dead bodies from the gas chambers to the
ovens and Susan worked herself.
She was moved to other camps and went on death

marches
throughout the
war.
On 15th April
1945 Susan was
liberated by the
British. Straight
after she was
hospitalised for
tuberculosis, typhoid and severe malnutrition. Susan
later found out that over 50 of her relatives had
been murdered, and Laci was her only relative to
survive. Susan told us of how Laci couldn’t leave his
home in Hungary, so stayed there until his death in
1995.
Testimonies like Susan’s are so important to educate
future generations of what happened and help us
remember the tragedies so many people had to
endure.
As time moves on there are fewer survivors so these
first-hand accounts are so important to continue her
story and are necessary to stop us forgetting such
important events in our history. Susan discussed her
hope during her time in the camp and how she never
truly lost all hope but how it deteriorated with every
day; she never gave up even after the tragedies she
had seen and heard and continued to have faith.
Her continued strength is what helped her to survive
such a horrific event, she is an inspiration to whom
we will forever be grateful for her testimony. This
year is the 75th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau and stories like Susan’s help us
truly reflect on the significance and severity of these
events.
Sophie Shaw, 10LBE & Larissa Kirby, 10JWH

Year 10 news
Berkshire Reptile Encounters
Our Year 10 Animal Care group were recently lucky
enough to get a visit from Graham of Berkshire
Reptile Encounters. This was so that they could get
experience handling a variety of reptiles to use as
part of their coursework. All the students engaged
really positively and were handling reptiles by the
end that they wouldn’t even look at when they first
came in! Everyone really enjoyed themselves and
now I think a lot of the students might be asking for
snakes as a birthday present – sorry parents!
Mr Wheatcroft, Second in Science and Assistant
Head of Year Ten

What the students thought…
‘I really liked getting to hold all the different reptiles, but the albino
snake was my favourite!’ Callum
‘The visit was really interesting and helped me get over my fear of
snakes.’ -Shane
‘It was a really good experience as the opportunity to handle reptiles
is something not many people get to do.’ Matt
‘The experience of getting to hold different animals and learn about
them was really good.’ Leah
‘It was good to handle animals you wouldn’t normally get to.’ Alfred
‘It was great to have a different experience in lessons that only we
got to do!’ Flora

SucSEED
On Friday 14th December, Year 10
sucSEED students and Mr Blyth
baked and delivered cakes to
Wokingham Baptist Church for the
Night Shelter which ran between
the churches during the winter for
up to 12 homeless people to stay
somewhere warm and be fed at
night.
The minster, Nick Hudson, talked to
us about the work
they do and how
the cakes would
be
greatly
appreciated
by
them.

Year 11 news
Photography trip to The Tate Modern
showed us that anything could be considered an
event and you don’t have to make the picture be the
most amazing, over the top piece of work to be a
good quality picture. Once I was in the Tate Modern
Museum, I took several pictures of the art work and
the people that were looking at the art. I tried to get
as many pictures of different events as possible in
order to have a large amount to write about in the
analysis of photos once I got back to school.
Therefore I was able to get four different shots, all
with different events and styles of photography.
Olivia Hetherington, 11LSI

On Tuesday 25th February, we went to the Tate
Modern Museum to help with our GCSE project of
‘Events’ and to look at certain artists, such as David
Goldblatt. We started the day off by doing a shoot
around London, to get pictures of people running
and doing different activities. Next, we went into the
Tate Modern Museum and looked around the
exhibitions of different photographers. We did two
artist studies on some of the photographers they
had on display. We were able to look at the photos
up close and write a detailed analysis on them,
which helped as being closer to an actual life picture
of them helped show the detail within the picture.
Then we made our way back to the coaches which
took us back to school. I enjoyed the shoot we were
able to go around London. We got several photos
for our project and it was an easy way of taking
picture of everyday events, such as running or
people on the sidewalks singing or the birds we saw.
The David Goldblatt exhibition we saw showed us
how to take a detailed picture in the style of
documentary. Previously, it had been difficult to
come up with ideas of what to do for the events
project but looking at David Goldblatt’s work,

During our final project of the photography course,
we went to the Tate Modern in London to take
some more inspiration from amazing photographers
there and do our own photoshoot outside of the
Gallery. When we got there, we started the
photoshoot in a really interesting area of London,
sticking to the theme of ‘events’ by photographing
the dynamic, bustling atmosphere of the city. This
was my favourite part of the trip as we got the
chance to experiment much more with photography
in a new area which was really exciting. We took
pictures of people interacting with each other,
interesting places that stood out to us and some of
the beautiful architecture there. After the
photoshoot, we went into the Tate and began
analysing a different variety of photographers in
order to give us a deeper understanding of how we
could play with our theme. One particular artist we
looked at was David Goldblatt, a documentary
photographer in South Africa who told true stories
through his photos. Analysing his work was really
useful in giving me much more inspiration for my
project and giving me a broader idea on how to take
great photos.
Overall this was a
really fun trip that
definitely helped
me to improve my
work.
Isabelle Eastland,
11IN

Year 11 news
Photography trip to The Tate
Modern continued
On Tuesday 25th February, we went to the Tate
Modern Museum to study various photographers
such as David Goldblatt- who takes photos in the
documentary style.
I enjoyed exploring the Tate museum and
discovering new photographers and their techniques
that I have never seen before as I can now apply
these ideas into my work. When we arrived, we got
out our cameras and took some pictures of the
Millennium Bridge and the river Thames passing
under it. There were many things to photograph to
help with our project, such as people running,
people singing and boats going across the river.
Next, we went into the Tate where we studied David
Goldblatt’s work. Goldblatt was a South African
photographer who took pictures to get across his
political views and to show the countries
landscapes. Having a look at the photographs he had
taken and the ideas he had used was very
interesting for all of us. After that, we studied some
more photographers focusing on the documentary
style, before being given some freedom to further
explore the museum. Most of the pictures I took on
this trip were in the documentary style which works
very well for my GCSE project which has the theme
of ‘events’. My favourite part of the trip was when
we were given more freedom to walk around the
museum and the Millennium Bridge, as this gave us
a good opportunity to take some intriguing
photographs that, on a normal day at school, we
wouldn’t have been able to take.
Esme Jenkins, 11LSI

A day at the Museum

Approaching our GCSEs, the art students were given
the opportunity to collect ideas and artists from the
Natural History Museum, the V&A and the Science
Museum. It couldn’t have been a more exciting and
successful trip.
All the different museums were exquisite. They were
loaded with so many different wonders and
inspiration, you have to plan which areas you’d like
to go to first in case you run out of time. We were
given our little notebooks and off we went. We
sketched the ideas we liked down with a few
annotations, and in our groups we discussed the
approaches we were going to take towards our exam
topic, ‘events’. One of my favourite discoveries from
the trip was the Blaschka Glass Models. A father and
his son produced these beautifully detailed glass
models and no one has been able to replicate their
techniques. It was a fun trip and worthwhile to get
some unique research for our project.
Amy MacDonald, 11LWO

Year 11 news

School news

Sixth Form news
Barcelona Trip
Year 12 Geography students recently went on a
field trip to Barcelona. The main purpose of this
trip was to gather information for our A-Level
coursework.
The first day was spent travelling and sightseeing
in Barcelona. We flew out of Gatwick at 11 am and
then after arriving in Barcelona went for a tour of
the Sagrada Familia, followed by a visit to the
Olympic Stadium. The next day was spent doing
coastal studies on the beaches of Sitges, the town
where we stayed.
The following day we went back into the city on
the train for some human studies such as surveys.
On the final full day, we chose between coastal
and human studies to do research for our
independent studies. I chose coastal studies and
performed beach profiles (looking at the shape of
the beach) and surveys assessing the beach
management systems. In the evenings we had
classroom sessions followed by dinner and then
free time to spend on the beach.
Overall, although hard work at times, the trip was
enjoyable and having free time to spend with
friends in the evening was a great bonus!
Will Shaw, 12KSA

@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Year 12 Inspiring Futures

Student profiles - apprenticeship
open event
Name: Ollie Jenkins
Subjects: A-Level Economics, A-Level Sociology and
BTEC Applied Science

Ambitions: I have ambitions of working as an
Assurance Apprentice for Ernst and Young or other
Big Four firms.
Event: I attended the Ernst & Young Insight evening
on Wednesday 11th March.
On Friday 28th February, Year 12 took part in an
Inspiring Futures Focus Day. This involved us picking
two talks to attend which included: gap years,
student life, how to sell yourself in CV/interviews
and apprenticeships and alternative progression.
I attended the talks on gap years and student life as
I am interested in going to university and feel like
these would be very valuable when deciding what
routes to take. In the afternoon, we used the
website UniFrog to gather information for our
personal statements and applications for
universities and apprenticeships such as activities
we have completed and the desirable qualities we
have that make us more appealing to gain a place
on a course.
Overall, Friday was a really useful day for the year
because it helped us gain an idea of what we want
to do when we leave the Sixth Form and how we are
going to achieve that.
Phoebe Payne, 12KW

@Crispins6thForm

St.Crispin’s School

It was an event to showcase the development of
skills undergone by apprentices in their four
different sections; insurance, transactions, tax and
consulting. The event included talks from past and
current apprentices who all gave their personal
accounts of working for Ernst & Young.
What I gained from the event: I am now certain
that this is the field I would like to work in.
Furthermore, as an unfamiliar student, I felt very
welcomed by the firm,
and
would
strongly
encourage
younger
students to attempt to
attend as many events
like this one as possible.

www.crispins.co.uk
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Student profiles
Student profiles - experience outside lessons
As part of their Whole Package programme, Year 12 & 13 students are required to complete
at least half a day’s worth of work experience before writing a reflection of what they
gained from it. Our profiles this term focus on some of our students’ experiences.
Name: Daniel Jones

Subjects: English Literature, History
& German

Subjects: Maths, Economics and
Geography

Ambitions: I would like to become a
primary school teacher

Ambitions: I would like to do a quantity
surveying
(cost
management)
degree
apprenticeship with the goal of becoming a
chartered surveyor.
Experience: Shadowing employees at a building
control/fire engineering firm (MLM Group).
How I sourced the placement: One of my mums
friends works for this company and was more
than happy to help out. She has even helped me
with the hunt for apprenticeships and the
application process.
What I gained from the experience: I got an
insight into the working day and what a 9 to 5
job really feels like, I know now that the
apprenticeship route is the right one for me.
I spoke to RICS and CABE surveyors and
engineers about the processes involved with;
working on a building site, writing reports about
the building safety and what the best pathways
are into becoming chartered. This helped me
understand what (hopefully) the next 4-5 years
hold for me and what I can expect going to work
for a surveying firm.

Experience: After university, I would like to be a
primary school teacher so I decided to volunteer
at Wescott Infant School. I help every Friday,
leading spelling and reading activities with the
younger children.

How I sourced the placement: Having done 3
weeks of work experience in the summer after
my GCSEs, I found the already established
relationships with the teachers and TAs aided my
confidence in asking the head teacher if I could
return.
What I gained from the experience: In the
school I am constantly learning and improving
my personal skills, such as keeping a sense of
humour in a difficult situation and building
relationships with a variety of personalities.
Outside of volunteering, I have noticed an
increase in my patience and teamwork skills,
especially with a team of a wide range of ages.

Work Related Learning
Rebecca & Anna—Careers Advisor

Rebecca Dean and Anna Finlason are
the St. Crispin’s School Careers
Advisers and they come into your
school every week

Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Please come and see them for
information, advice and guidance on:







Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor or Head of Year for an
appointment. From September we will
be based in the Library.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781

@crispinsschool
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School news
Judo Club
On Tuesday 25th February St. Crispin’s Judo Club
were granted the amazing opportunity to host a
‘First Steps Into Judo Coaching’ course run by Nick
Shepherd, National Development Officer at the
British Judo Association.
The 3-hour course was attended by members of
both St. Crispin’s and Wokingham Judo Clubs and
gave our Judoka an insight into the role of the
Judo Coach, how to plan and deliver a session, and
how to be inclusive for all those wishing to do
Judo.
All those who attended were left wanting more,
and lets hope that in the future we will be seeing a
new cohort of Judo coaches!

During the month of January St. Crispin’s Judo Club
hosted taster sessions for 3 Cub troupes from around
Wokingham. We had a very full dojo with more than 80
children over 3 sessions! Luckily some of our kind St.
Crispin’s students stepped up to help Mr Hatton stay
sane!
The troupes learned some basic techniques such as tai
otoshi (hand body drop) and mune gatame (chest
hold). All the Cubs went home having worked hard but
very happy and we were delighted to offer the
opportunity to our local community.

Judo branded clothing
We are very pleased to be working with Shark
Knight designs to produce St. Crispin’s Judo Club
branded clothing.
T-shirts and hoodies are available in school colours
in a range of sizes at a cost of £14 and £18
respectively.
If you wish to place an
order please contact
Mr
Hatton
at
judo@crispins.co.uk

During this term a number of our Judoka started on the
grading process and achieved their 1st Mon Japanese
phrases used in Judo. I am pleased to report that all of
our entrants did themselves proud and so have
achieved the first shiny tag on their belt and I am
looking forward to completing the next set of gradings .
I am also pleased to announce that Joseph Bell and
Louis Smith (Y13) recently achieve their 1st kyu grade,
meaning they can now compete to gain that ever
elusive black belt! All of us at St. Crispin’s wish them
rade!
In order to achieve this grade they must be able to
demonstrate ushiro Ukemi (rear break-fall), o soto
otoshi (major outer body drop) and kesa gatame (scarf
hold). We wish you the best of luck!

Sports news
This clearly has been a very difficult term for the PE
department and our committed students. We have
been extremely unfortunate with first the very
unpredictable weather at the beginning of the term
and the current national situation in the latter. We
still managed to run the majority of our clubs up
until guidance said otherwise and all students
continue to be an absolute credit to the school
showing their commitment to our clubs and
fixtures. Here is a summary of what we did manage.

also developed a Year 7 girls team who have gone
from strength to strength and are loving the game. It
was also a great experience for our older girls who
took part in a GCSE hockey moderation with other
local schools. Our hockey successes this term:

Year 7s took part in their first ever tournament
and were placed 3rd.

Year 7 & 8 Hockey Team

Netball
As always our netball teams have been busy with
training and their weekly tournaments, starting with
the Year 8 tournament followed by the Year 7s. We
have been lucky enough to have some Year 9
helpers at netball club this term, the younger
students have loved having them there to help. Our
netball successes this term:

Year 8 A team came 2nd in Wokingham schools
league cup (below).

Year 8 B team came 5th in Wokingham schools
league plate.

Year 7 A team came 2nd in Berkshire Schools
District round.

Hockey
We have built on our great start last term and we still
continue to have teams representing the school in
U13, U14 and U16 age groups. This term we have

Boys’ football
Firstly we must commend the Year 11 football team
who exceeded all expectations by reaching the 7th
Round of the National Cup. They were eventually
beaten 3-0 by a very good Ark Alexandra School
(Hastings) but they continued to represent the school
with absolute credit throughout. We would like it to
go on record by saying a huge thank you to all of the
Year 11s who have represented the school during
their time here. It has been a pleasure working with
you.
The local East Berks competitions got off to a mixed
start with a large number of games still to be played
due to the weather and the current situation.

Sports news
The Year 9 team (below) started with great promise
and were able to play their fair share of games,
wining the vast majority.

unfortunately edged out after an amazing comeback.
The girls should be extremely proud of themselves
for such a great achievement and it has been a
pleasure to be a part of such a talented group of
players. We have still been lucky enough to have
coaches from Reading FC to run our training sessions
and this has definitely impacted the performance of
our U14 team. Our football successes this term:

Year 9 SWIFT football (below) – A team came in
3rd place.

U14 girls beat rivals Waingels 2-1 in tough
conditions.

The Year 7s (below with Year 8) also look a very
talented group and the future looks very good for
them. They lost 1-0 to a very good Bohunt side but
got back on track with a 6-0 victory over Emmbrook.
The Year 8s continue to show great commitment
and it was great to see a large number of students
get the opportunity to represent the school in the
fixtures they were able to play. The highlight was a
very convincing win against Trevelyan in the County
Cup.

Year 9 Swift Team,
right

The Year 10 side looked very strong again and were
unbeaten in both the league and County Cup when
all competitions ceased. At this current time we are
unsure of the current state of play but it looks
extremely unlikely that the season will be finished.

Girls’ football
After a very busy football period last term, this term
has been a bit quieter for the girls. Our U16s finished
their school footballing careers on a high with a
dramatic trip to Bournemouth where we were

Commitment
to
clubs and fixtures
this term has been
great even though
the circumstances
haven’t been the
best
and
all
students have been
a credit to the
school when out on fixtures. I hope everyone is still
finding ways to keep active even though school sport
isn’t happening at the moment.
Stay safe and look after each other.
The PE Department.

Sports news
IZB Basketball Finals
At the beginning of February some of our students
took part in British Wheelchair ‘Inclusive Zone
Basketball’ competition at the University of
Nottingham.
IZB joins wheelchair and running basketball together
to enable disabled and non-disabled students to
participate in basketball.
This is the third time we have taken part in the
National Championships but the first time that we
have been crowned national champions.
We had a squad of seven players, ranging from
Years 9-13. During the day the team didn’t lose any
of their matches and then beat Great Marlow
School in the final winning 20-19.
I am so proud of the squad and what they have
achieved together. This has been a four-year project
and we have travelled some considerable miles
around the country so it is great to finally see their
efforts pay off and become National Champions. IZB
is a fantastic sport which has enabled us to support

one of our students, a very talented wheelchair
user, in a sport that he loves.”
Mr Nelson, Head of PE

Golf scholarship success

Other sporting success

Congratulations to
one of our Year 9
students, who has
been awarded a
scholarship
with
Sand Martins Gold
Club as part of their
Feel
Inspired
Academy
Satellite
Club for Children
with
SEND
programme.
He received the
support of club
professional Symon
O’Keefe and Alan
Leason, who is the Feel Inspired Academy
Manager. Leason said “Matthew has really grown
in stature and confidence by learning to play golf
through lessons with Symon.” (quote courtesy of
The Wokingham Paper)

Congratulations to one of
our Year 9 students, left,
who recently received her
certificate in Introduction
to
Officiating
Netball.

Well done to
one of our Year
11
students,
right, who came
first in the 15/16
age group at a recent
Bracknell and Wokingham
Swimming
Club
Championships.

PTA news
Quiz Night

Voluntary donations
The Voluntary Donation Scheme is one of St.
Crispin’s main fundraising efforts and over the last
three years we have benefited hugely from your
participation. Every donation is supported by the
introduction of Gift Aid, which means that the PTA,
as a charitable body, can reclaim the tax paid by
parents from HM Revenue & Customs. If you feel in
a position to be able to donate then please go to the
Tucasi site. Further details about the scheme and
how to donate are on the school website https://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/donate/

Uniform
We are always grateful for any donations of good
quality second hand uniform so if you are having a
clear out please send them our way – we are
particularly in need of PE KIT.
You can drop any items off at the school office once
the school has reopened and they will pass them
onto us.
We run second hand uniform sales at most of the
Parents Evenings, but if you
have a specific requirement
please
email
ptauniform@crispins.co.uk

500 Club
The 500 Club is the St. Crispin’s School “PTA lottery”.
Anyone can play and it costs just £2 a month. Every
month there are two prizes ranging in value from £30
-£500!! Details of how to enter can be found on the
PTA section of the school website
https://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500-club-application-form/
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This year’s Quiz Night was our most successful ever,
raising over £3,500!!
It was a fantastic night thanks to all the parents,
teachers and friends who took part, to the
members of the PTA who organised and ran the
event, and to Mr Blyth who hosted the quiz in such
an entertaining manner!
We also owe a huge thank you to the local
businesses (listed below) who sponsored the
evening and donated some amazing auction and
raffle prizes, and to the people who took part in the
auction with such energy and enthusiasm enabling
us to raise a whopping £850 towards the Quiz Night
takings.
If you are involved in a local business please think
about donating a gift voucher or raffle prize via the
PTA for future events - publicity for you and support
for the school – win-win situation! If you would like
to donate now we would be happy to hold this until
the next event.
The wonderfully generous local businesses are:
Antique Rose, Brown Bag , Citroemech, Clark and
Poole, Coffee Cup Solutions, Cook, Everyman
Cinema, Giggling Squid, Griffin Cleaning Southern
Ltd, Headcase Barbers, KD Fitness, Prestige Cars,
Procurement International, Promark Promotions
Ltd, Reading FC, Ruby Rose, Spend Time Ltd,
Strange Jewellers, Superbowl, Tesco, The
Oakingham Belle, The Secret Cabin, Willy Wonka
Travel Agents, WRM Plumbing, Zappas.

