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Headteacher's letter

Over Alex’s tenure of the school he grew St. Crispin’s
from a school of just 725 to a full, oversubscribed
and popular school. He improved the reputation of
the school with the local community and was first to
establish the school motto “Excellence for All.”
As Headteacher, Alex was widely respected not only
for his considerable achievements in improving the
school but known as a man of great integrity. He
was known far and wide for a strong set of values
and a great sense of fairness. Inclusiveness was a
core imperative for Alex. He was devoted to the
students. As Headteacher he was a truly childcentred educationalist. Alex on his retirement said,
“The great thing about my job is that every day of the
week there is a highlight to be found…the pupils have
given me some of the best days of my life.”

Tribute
As many of our school community will be aware,
very sadly Alex Biddle former Headteacher of St.
Crispin’s (1992 -2012) passed away earlier this term.
I wrote on behalf of our school a tribute to Alex
which appeared in the local press wanting to rightly
recognise his significant contribution to our school.
“Alex Biddle passed away earlier this month
following a brain aneurism, his wife Gill and family
were with him. Alex was important to the
community of Wokingham having served as
Headteacher at St. Crispin’s School for a period of
twenty years. During this time Alex led the school
with the greatest of diligence and with a passion for
the students for whom he was responsible. There
are literally hundreds of past students who have
been influenced and supported by him for whom he
made a lasting difference.

With his mastery of mathematics he was always fond
of numbers and statistics. Alex led St. Crispin’s
during the period when all measurement of schools –
both budgetary devolution and league table driven,
exploded. His love of statistics and forensic ability to
analyse meant that the school could adopt these
measures to wonderful effect. At budget time he’d
take the whole thing home and draw up the budget
himself - much to the frustration of the then Business
Manager! As a result he was always on top of the
school finances and St. Crispin’s thrived.
A true lover of art, Alex was fundamental to the
restoration of the St. Crispin’s School’s murals.
Indeed as Headteacher Alex was always committed
to creative subjects such as music and art and the
critical role they played in the broader part of school
life. His belief in enrichment activities and their value
to the rounded learning experience of the student
was absolute.

The last day of term is Friday 20th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing at
12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued
Alex was a huge supporter of trips at St. Crispin’s
and in fact attended many of the residential trips
himself. He went on field study trips, ski trips and
even the Sixth Form trip to Russia.

Alex led St. Crispin’s through a period of significant
and regular stream of changes in national policy
regarding secondary education. He approached
each change with an open, balanced and pragmatic
approach that carefully managed the impact on
both staff and students. Past Chair of Governors, Dr
Stephen Currow said of Alex “I recall a humble,
perceptive person who was always passionate about
his work – a person who was always well-informed,
involved in professional discussions, enjoyed taking
time to ensure the latest trends in education were
explored, considered, adapted and applied to
Excellence For All.”

Alex was exceptionally kind to me as a new
Headteacher and I will always be grateful for his
encouragement and support. I hope that this tribute
was rightly fitting for all Alex meant to St. Crispin’s
School in which he left a legacy that is felt now and
will be ongoing.
As a great Headteacher Alex would have forgiven me
I am sure to move now to some lovely academic
celebration and other school news!

Academic success

As a very strong believer in the value of cooperation and support between schools, Alex was a
founder driver of the Wokingham Secondary
Federation.
Alex was a wonderful leader and this engendered
great respect and loyalty from colleagues. Alex was
rightly proud of his achievement but there was no
hubris, when he left St. Crispin’s he gave fitting
tribute to his colleagues who each in turn had
played their part in the school’s journey. Even in
retirement Alex remained a great friend of St.
Crispin’s and it was a privilege to have him return
often and enjoy catching up on all the news.
After leaving St. Crispin’s Alex went on to work
supporting schools in challenging circumstances and
offering his years of experience, advice and
guidance.
Words can simply not capture Alex Biddle’s
contribution to St. Crispin’s School. Alex was a great
Headteacher, a wonderful educator and simply put
an exceptional man.”

I am delighted to share that we have had a very full
and successful autumn term starting with the
celebration of our summer examination results. Once
again outcomes were strong and the national
performance tables, which will be released in January
place the St. Crispin’s students’ performance in the
“Above Average” category for Progress as well as
Attainment.
Results are very important and vital for young
peoples’ futures but of course education is a great
deal more than academic success and so as you read
through this term’s newsletter I hope you will see
what a vibrant and rich experience your sons and
daughters receive during their time at St. Crispin’s. I
am so grateful to staff who so graciously give up their
time and energy to provide special events, trips and
visits that I know are greatly enjoyed by students and
create long lasting memories of their time at school.

The last day of term is Friday 20th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued
Improving our facilities

Above: photos of the
1950’s bridge in 2019 &
pre turf

Over the summer holidays and into this term we
have invested with the support of the PTA in
improving two key areas of the school. Firstly our
library has undergone a face lift and now offers a
very welcoming environment for students to read
and learn across and beyond the school day.
The area - between Music and Science - has
undergone significant change and improvement
over the years!
Originally when the school was first built this was an
area dedicated to agricultural work to produce
future farmers – oh how Wokingham has changed!
Clearly 1950’s students learnt the art of bridge
building well given their project stands to this day
and some 60+ years later.

We have now landscaped
this area with turf to make
it a more comfortable and
attractive
area
for
students especially in the
summer months.
Right: photo of newgrassed area

Finally

Finally, all that remains
is to wish all our
students and families a
very
happy
and
peaceful Christmas.
Our last day is Friday
20th December with
students finishing from
Above: photo of the bridge (still there) which was a 12pm.
Technology project in 1956
All students return to
school at 8.30am on
In recent time, the rejuvenation of this area, Tuesday 7th January
beginning with the Science block and latterly the 2020.
grounds work of the Sixth Form, has meant that we
Above: Harley, our reading
have been able to open up this space as a year round Ginny Rhodes,
dog
playing area for students.
Headteacher
The last day of term is Friday 20th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Climate Change Competition

St. Crispin’s have recently joined
forces with Wokingham Borough
Council to set up a climate
emergency focus group in a bid to
reduce the school’s carbon
footprint. Ex-students Ellen Lucas,
now Climate Emergency Project
Officer WBC, and Sarah Desson, met with eco-keen
students to explain how Wokingham Borough
Council were prepared to help.
The council are encouraging students to get
involved in the competition and develop
sustainable project ideas which will have an impact
on the school and local community. Any agreed
projects will be funded up to the value of £500 per
project by the council.
On Monday 9th December the first round of
business proposals from students within St.
Crispin’s was pitched to a Dragons Den panel
comprising members of staff from St. Crispin’s and
Wokingham Borough Council on ideas on how to
make our school more sustainable.
The students’ ideas had quirky names and outlined

how they proposed to achieve their sustainable
proposals.
Every one of the proposals addressed the current
climate emergency issues that fill our TV screens and
social media. They included protecting our school
environment for future generations and all within a
budget. The ideas ranged from looking at our food
consumption, reducing a wide variety of waste,
reducing air pollution, increasing our biodiversity to
simple every day sustainable swaps. Ideas that are
both achievable in school and at home.
What struck the adults listening to the students was
their drive and desire to do something to protect our
environment.
Three of the projects that will go ahead immediately
are:
‘Reuse and Recycle’ – a pilot of reusing exercise
books in the next academic year to reduce costs and
carbon emissions and to ensure that old books are
recycled.
‘Bins for the wins’ – a scheme to increase the
number of recycling stations around school and to
improve the signage for the bins to ensure that
recycling is kept separate from landfill.
‘A breath of fresh air’ – introducing signs in the
school car parks to encourage drivers to switch off
their engines – reducing emissions, saving money and
protecting the health of our students.
Well done to all the students involved and many
thanks to Wokingham Borough Council for involving
us in this initiative. More updates to appear in the
Spring newsletter.

School news

The Green Team
St. Crispin’s as a school has embarked on its own
steps to address the Climate Emergency which has
been declared by the local and national
governments.
There are a number of strategies that the school will
undertake, some of which will be long term and take
time to implement but there are some simple steps
that we can take which can be used both at school
and in the home to reduce our carbon footprint.
We have been trialling a pilot scheme called the
‘Green Team’ where a group of Year 7 and 8
students have spent about 15 minutes at the end of
the school day checking classrooms to save energy
by turning off lights, projectors, making sure that
windows are closed and checking the thermostats
before they leave. This will ensure that the school is
not wasting energy and money and will also reduce
our carbon footprint. On completion of the pilot
scheme the team of students and staff involved

agreed that this should be extended to the whole
school with the idea that saving energy becomes
second nature. As a school we will publish how
much this is helping by publishing our carbon
footprint every year. We are very grateful to the
group of students who ran the pilot and would like
to invite other students who would be willing to give
15 minutes of time once a week to speak to Mrs
Bennetts or Mr Hudson to register for the Green
Team. Mr Hudson, Assistant Head Teacher and Mrs
Bennetts, Teacher of Geography

School news
House system - The Pilot

The Head Team have completed their first roll out of
St. Crispin’s House assemblies to Years 7 and 8
under the banner of ‘The House pilot scheme’.
The pilot for the House system was agreed last year
by the previous Head Boy and Girl Max Watson and
Megan Adams, and is being driven by the current
Head Team of Atharva, Wiki, Daisy and Dan. Each
member of the Head Team will be Head of a House
and have taken turns to introduce the Year 7 and
Year 8s to the Houses they will be representing this
year (and hopefully beyond).
The vision of the House system is to provide a
framework for more internal competitions, whether
it is through sport, music or quizzes with every year
group mixing together. The idea being that every
pupil and staff member belongs to a House and that
every person within the school community will find
some way to support their House.
If the pilot scheme proves to be a success then this
will be rolled out to the rest of the school.
The first St. Crispin's House event took place at the
start of December during PE lessons which involved
Years 7 and 8 taking part in a cross country running
event (see results below right).
The second House event will take place in January
where students and staff will take part in the House
Quiz.
A reminder of the House names and colours:


Bancroft - after the first Headteacher of
St. Crispin’s (The Blue House)



Crowley - after the female architect of the
Tower (The Green House)



Millet - after the artist who painted the murals
in the Black Corridor (The Red House)



Henry - after Henry V and the St. Crispin’s Day
speech (The Yellow House)

More importantly, see below which tutor groups are
assigned to which House.
Bancroft

Crowley

Millet

Henry

Yr7

7AHY

7NLI

7MSA

7TRO

Yr8

7CTL
8YIS

7NMG
8ARU

7FMA
8JDA

8CBR

Yr9

8DCO
9CCO

8EGI
9AWS

9CNO

8RGR
9KMA

9JMU

9TBE

10LBE

10JTO

10JWH

10MBS

10NF

10AGR

MIXED

MIXED

MIXED

9ESO

Yr10

Yr11

10NB

MIXED

School Council news
News from the Head Team
Welfare Committee
This term the Welfare Committee
have new recruits that are all eager
to make an impact on students
struggling with mental health. We
have members who are dealing with problems
themselves and members that just want everyone
else to be comfortable walking through the school
and be content in a classroom.
Firstly, we are devising an anonymous questionnaire
to help us create informative lesson plans to ensure
there is an understanding of what mental health
truly is and what everyone can do to help.
While we are waiting for approvals to go through,
we are also creating posters with phone numbers
and email addresses of mental health support
services as well as names of members of staff who
struggling students can contact for help. We’re all
looking forward to making a difference.
Deputy Head Girl

Federation Committee
As a committee, we have been working on coming
up with an event that would join secondary schools
in Wokingham together. We are working on
organising the event and we have shortlisted our
ideas. Similarly, we discussed making a short,
student-friendly newsletter that would sum up the
things that have been happening around school and
outside of school to inform students of other
students’ achievements. This newsletter would keep
everyone updated and would be easy to read.
Head Girl

Charity Committee
The start to the new academic year brought in new
members to form the Charity Committee for this
year. The committee is full of bright ideas and
enthusiasm, they are always eager to do that little
bit more to help with the school as well as charity
matters within the school and our neighbouring
community. With Christmas around the corner we

thought it would be
great to follow on
with the tradition of
Christmas
Jumper
Day and to take this
opportunity to not
only help the Save
the Children charity
to help provide an
education to those in
need in the wider
world, but also a local
charity
Daisy’s
Dream. This is a
charity based in
Berkshire and the
surrounding area and
focuses on mental
health
issues
supporting children and families affected by trauma
and strives to lead them to a happier life. This is an
important step for our community to show our
support as a school for a cause that helps people we
may know or are close to.
Head Boy

Whole School Committee
On the Whole School Committee this term we have
been focusing on the Wokingham Town Council litter
and graffiti project.
On the committee we have spent the last few
student council meetings planning the whole project
and I’m really proud of what we have achieved. We
are now ready to trial our idea and make a short
video explaining how it will work. Although I’d love to
share the concept we have been working on it is a
competition between schools and we need to make
sure our ideas are kept within the student council for
now.
Also I’m happy to say that after our conversations
with Cucina last year, recycling bins have now been
put in the restaurant which is definitely a huge step
towards reducing waste going to landfill within the
school which has become even more important as of
late with all of the climate and environment talks.
Deputy Headboy

School news
LZ7 illuminate Wokingham
LZ7 are a band that came to St. Crispin’s on 14th
October as part of the Illuminate Tour. On the day
of the visit, all years got to have an hour with the
band where we got to ask them what their
message was. They were very good at talking to
us.
Not everyone liked their music, but the impact
they had on the school, and on the students, was
just amazing.
The five schools that they visited during the week
were St. Crispin’s, Emmbrook, Piggott, Holme
Grange and Luckley House. On the Friday they
gave an amazing performance for all the schools at
St. Crispin’s Leisure Centre. The tickets sold so fast,
it was amazing! The school had 110 tickets to sell
on Monday and by Tuesday morning they were all
sold out.
On the night of the concert there were over 600
students. It was from 7.30 to 9.00pm, it was nonstop music and it was amazing to see so many
people, so happy in Wokingham.
In the concert, Lindz West the lead singer, talked
to everyone there and it was the most amazing
speech. At the end of the night we thought that
was going to be it but then there was a thing called
the triple A pass given to everyone that came.
On the following Monday there was a follow up at
school and now we have focus groups about issues
that were spoken about in the concert and during
the week the band were here. We now have
people in each school to talk to the students about
these issues.
So to end, I would say that LZ7 was an amazing
success. Cody Lee, 11JA

When LZ7 came to St. Crispin’s they talked about how
much they have helped people in the past. After they
had a big party where they sang some of their most
popular songs like Golden and more.
Helen Hamblin, 9JMU
On 14th October a band called LZ7 came to our school
and performed their songs to us. They also told us the
backstory of their lives. LZ7 are a group of friends who
are working together to create music that helps people
who have been on the receiving end of bullying.
Frankie Head, 9KMA

Drama & Music news
Year 12 Theatre trip

Blood Brothers

In October, Year 12 Theatre students saw an electric
performance of Federico Lorca’s Blood Wedding.
Students are studying this playwright and this was a
unique opportunity to see his work performed and
reimagined by South African Director, Yael Farber. The
students were enthralled by this production and
impressed by the contemporary theatre space of the
Young Vic.

This term both the Drama and Music departments
collaborated to create a fantastic performance of
Blood Brothers which took place in Drama Studio 1.
This is the first year St. Crispin’s have put on a lower
school play, inviting students in Years 7 to Year 10 to
audition. Students and staff had just six weeks to
bring the production together, and performed on
two evenings to a sold out auditorium. The House
Band were a key feature of the production and this
comprised of both staff and students which really
brought the musical alive.
The reason for us doing the lower school play this
year was to give our younger performers the
opportunity to take on a lead role. The roles of
Mickey, Edward, Linda and the Narrator were multi
cast across the year groups to ensure as many
students had an opportunity to shine in a lead role.
This worked so well and I feel the students really did
value and take the opportunity in their stride. We
were so incredibly lucky that so many students
wanted to take part and it really did make the
casting of each role difficult as there is so much
talent at St. Crispin’s!

I really valued being able to direct my first
production at St. Crispin’s School and thank the
students and staff for all of their hard work,
dedication and commitment.
Mrs Tunstill, Teacher of Drama

Drama and Music news
Christmas Concert

This year’s Christmas Concert took place on 4th
December. From the icy winter chill of Prokofiev’s
‘Troika’ to the heart-warming nostalgia of Wham’s
‘Last Christmas’, the concert presented a huge
variety of festive music that showcased the
wonderful talent of the performers.
Ensemble performances included those from the
Chamber and Lower School Orchestras, String
Ensemble, Musical Theatre Group, Pop Choir, St.
Crispin’s Voice, as well as the 6th Form and Middle
School Vocal Ensembles, and the newly formed
‘DOSE’ (Dylan Bennett, Oskar Malinowski, Stefan
Anghel and Eduard Dodu, all from Year 9), fresh
from their recent success in performance at St.
Paul’s Primary School! By the end of the evening
the Christmas spirit had well and truly come to
St. Crispin’s!
Niamh Drew, Performing Arts Technician

Autumn Gala and Gala Unplugged
This year’s Gala took place on Thursday 14th
November and Friday 15th November.
The Gala performances brought students of all ages
from across the school together: musicians, dancers,
singers and technicians.
Students performed in a variety of styles and took
inspiration from a range of well-known material. The
Gala also featured a stunning original composition
from Chloe Zarb in Year 10. The house band (including
students Luke Cutler, Rob Yeo and Dylan Bennett)
were a key feature of this year’s event, supporting a
number of acts with live accompaniment.
Mrs West, Head of Drama

Choir community visits
Music
students
from St. Crispin’s
were
out
and
about
in
the
community on 10th
December, as they
took their usual
brand of festive
cheer in the form of Christmas carols to three
locations in and around Wokingham. As well as
singing to patients at the Sue Ryder Day Hospice,
students handed over a cheque for £130.00 following

a retiring donation at the Christmas Concert the
previous week.
Next stop was the Windsor and Ascot Wards at
Wokingham Hospital, before a return to school for
lunch and a final visit to Westmead Day Centre in the
early afternoon.
With the thanks and compliments from patients and
staff still ringing in their ears (and two large tins of
chocolates received for their efforts!), the students
agreed that their seasonal philanthropy had been
very much worthwhile.
Mr Wolstencroft, Head of Music

Drama and Music news
Summer Production announcement

Whole School Production
We are delighted to announce that our whole school production
this year will be Oliver!

Auditions are open to all year groups
Audition
preparation
workshop is on
Thursday 9th
January 3-4pm
DS1

Auditions will
take place on
Wednesday 22nd
January
Call backs taking
place on Friday
24th January

Performance Dates
Tuesday 7th –
Saturday 11th July
2020
The box office will
release the tickets
after Easter

Audition material is available to collect from Studio 1, so students may
prepare for the auditions over the Christmas Holidays and in the New Year
ahead of the auditions.
We wish all our students the best of luck in the audition process. We look
forward to seeing families in July!
Mrs West and Mr Wolstencroft

Drama and Music news
Alumni Student Spotlight
Year 13 Leaver 2018
Jack Gulliford left St. Crispin’s with A-Levels in
Music, Drama and Philosophy, Ethics & Religious
Studies in 2018 to pursue further studies in the
Performing Arts. He auditioned successfully for a
much-coveted place on a part-time Foundation in
Acting course at the prestigious Mountview
Academy of Theatre Arts in London for 2018-19
and, having passed this year with flying colours,
was offered a scholarship place to remain for a full
3-year undergraduate course.
We managed to steal some of Jack’s precious time
for a brief catch-up, a short way into his first term
on this new course.

Where are you now studying, and what’s
the course?
I’m studying on the BA course for Actor Musicians
at Mountview Academy of Theatre arts, a leading
UK drama school in Peckham. The course focuses
on combining a high level of musicianship with firstrate acting training to allow you to be the most
versatile and industry-ready performer possible.
This will hopefully open up many doors for me after
I graduate in 2022. For instance, I could find work
as an actor for stage, screen or radio, a musician, a
musical director, a musical theatre performer, or
even a bit of everything.

Tell me about a typical day for you at
Mountview.

Jack with actress Amanda Abbington
I’d usually wake up at around 7am, aiming to be in
for around 8am after my 15-minute walk to school.
I’d use this time before a 9am start to do a full
vocal and physical warm up, some yoga and a bit of
cardio (if I’m feeling adventurous!). This is also a
brilliant time to make use of the school’s incredible
facilities such as the library, the studios, or the
practice rooms.
A day of lessons could consist of a variety of
different disciplines such as acting, voice,
movement, music, dance and others besides.

What are the things about the course
you’re taking that excite you the most?
One of the standouts for me has to be learning to
play new instruments. At the start of the term, I
invested in an accordion to play throughout various
projects and lessons and it’s been nothing but a joy.
Having the opportunity to be able to play this, and
the piano, in an ensemble with other musicians was
something I didn’t think I’d ever have. Who’d have
thought I’d be playing a folk arrangement of
‘Rocket Man’ by Elton John alongside a harpist and
flautist?!
Later this term, I will be picking up the mandolin and,
potentially, the banjo too.

Drama and Music news
Alumni Student Spotlight
Year 13 Leaver 2018
What would you say
are the things that
you learned at St.
Crispin’s that have
been
of
most
benefit to you since
you left?
Without a shadow of a
doubt, I would not be
where I am had I not
taken Music or Drama
A-levels. Music helped
me build up my aural
Performing in St.
skills and understanding
Crispin’s production of of harmony so well that
Grease
I can carry them directly
into the work I’m doing at Mountview without
having to spend time backtracking or learning
anything particularly new.
Obviously, instrumental and vocal skills that I’ve
developed over the years have been essential too.
Drama really helped me to build confidence when
on stage and to let go of any insecurities. Without
this skill, I would never have been able to perform
as well as I did in front of the audition panels.

What is your ultimate ambition?
What a question! I think ultimately, I would love to
be able to make a living doing what I love most;
combining acting and music. When I was younger, it
became clear to me that I wanted to become an
actor after watching an incredible piece of theatre.
To be able to spark that passion in another young
person to bring more people into the arts would be
a pleasure. If I’m able to do that, even if it’s just
once, I will consider my career to have been a
success.
I would also love to launch a platform to support
youngsters from working class backgrounds in their
ambition to audition for drama school, as well as to
help them cope with the considerable expense,
what with audition fees, travel costs and,
ultimately, tuition fees. It’s so important that the

arts are accessible, especially for people from more
disadvantaged backgrounds.

What advice would you give your St.
Crispin’s self?
This is an easy one: Let go and make mistakes. Don’t
miss out on sleep because you forgot that one bit of
homework…your mental wellbeing cannot wait!
You’re going to be just fine and everything will work
itself out. Oh, and also, release shoulder and jaw
tension and sit up from time to time. It really does
make you feel that little bit better!

What do you look back on most fondly from
your days here?
It has to be the shows. Having the opportunity to
play Sweeney Todd with such an amazing cast and
creatives was just incredible. That’s one memory
that will stay with me forever. I will also never
forget the whole process of devising our Year 13
Drama piece “Limit(less)”. Being in the rehearsal
room with that much creativity was fantastic.

Anything you feel we haven’t covered?!
To wrap up, I have
to give the biggest
shout-outs to both
Kate West (Drama)
and
Nick
Wolstencroft
(Music) for always
pushing me to do
things I thought
were beyond me.
Without both of
them, I would not
be where I am now.
I will forever hope
that the current
Performing in St. Crispin’s
students are as
inspired by them as I production of Sweeney Todd
was when in their
position.

School news
Mathematical secrets
On Tuesday 12th November, Maths & Physics author Simon Singh
visited St. Crispin’s to talk to students about his passion for
Maths and his latest book, ‘The Simpsons and Their
Mathematical Secrets’.
The particle physicist, whose written works include The Code
Book and Big Bang, presented to a selection of Year 11, 12 and
13 students about his love of Maths and how Professor Andrew
Wiles devoted his life to proving Fermat’s Last Theorem.
He spoke about the tumultuous path that led Wiles to finally
solve Fermat's Last Theorem in 1995 and outlined many of the
mathematical concepts behind it.
Through a series of questions Simon showed students
the beauty of proofs before giving examples of how
Maths is hidden in the popular TV show ‘The
Simpson’s’, a programme that he has actually
featured in.
He introduced students to branches of Graph theory
that they will not encounter in their regular
curriculum.
St. Crispin's students were engaged and asked probing
questions that demonstrated their thirst for further
mathematical knowledge.
The talk concluded with discussions about where
Maths could possibly take students in their future
careers from industries such as animation and
encryption to climate change. In these mathematical
areas they had the power to change the world.
Mrs Katy Prince, Head of Maths said “ Simon’s passion
for the subject was incredible and it was great to see
so many of our brightest mathematicians problem
solving and experiencing a taste of what it would be
like to study Maths at a higher level.”

The Great European Bake Off
To celebrate the official European Day of Languages,
our MFL (Modern Foreign Languages) Department
organised a European Bake Off. Students were asked
to prepare their best European style bakes which
were judged by staff.
Superb effort by all and some of the show stoppers
are shown here.
The last day of term is Friday 20th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Judo Club
You probably think of judo as a very vicious,
competitive and unfriendly sport. But at our
school it isn’t like that. Yes, we do throws but we
make sure that our partner is safe by using crash
mats and putting them down carefully. All sports
are competitive, including judo, but it’s in a
respectful manner, and it is most definitely not an
unfriendly sport. We have made new friends and
still have our old friends.
Overall judo is a calm, kind and respectful sport. I
find it a space to be free and let go, to have fun
and be with your friends. Alexie Whitear, 8RGR
Since the beginning of term St. Crispin's Judo Club
has been growing in popularity amongst the
students and teachers. The new judoka are
having fun working with their friends to learn a
new sport and are looking forward to learning
about the more difficult techniques in the future.
Holly Collins, 11JA and Lewis Collins, 8YIS
Well done to our two Year 13 boys, below, who
recently passed their BJA Judo Level 1 Coaching
course, funded by St. Crispin’s Judo Club.
Congratulations @Sport_England @BritishJudo

One of our Year 12 students, below, fought in the
London Colleges & Universities judo competition on
Sunday 9th November representing St. Crispin's. He
fought in the young men under 20 group, blue to black
belt section and the senior men’s section and won gold
in both. Congratulations.

STEM news
Chemistry at Wellington College
A group of Year 9 students had a fantastic day at
Wellington College where they had the opportunity
to take part in a wide range of STEM activities. The
Chemistry Department from Bristol University was
also involved with a practical demonstration which
was amazing and was the highlight of the day.
This STEM visit focused on hands-on activities using
Science and Technology, designed to raise aspirations
for the future. Mrs Beglin, Teacher of Technology

Top of the Bench competition
On 20th November, four students were taken to
Oxford University to compete in the ‘Top of the
Bench’ chemistry competition. We had to prepare a
poster in advance on the use of elements in
everyday lives and decided to focus on tantalum,
which is commonly found inside mobile phones. On
the day, we completed two chemistry practicals
under timed conditions which were fun and tested
our knowledge. We came first out of sixteen schools
for the poster, so it was a very successful day and a
wonderful experience.
Holly Doel, 11JA

Year 7 & 8 Science Club
Gene jewellery making
On 25th September, Science
Club went to the Bayer
BayLab in Reading.
When we were there, we
were
taken
into
the
workshop classroom and
introduced to Emma and
Aaron, who were our gene
jewellery guides.
We were tasked with
extracting DNA. To do this
we chewed our cheeks and spat into a falcon tube.
We then added a washing up liquid solution and
inverted it five times. The tubes were put in a water
bath for ten minutes at which point we learnt
about cloning and other uses of DNA.
Now out of the water bath, we used micropipettes

to add an enzyme to our cheek solution.
Finally we added ethanol to show the DNA and put
the DNA into jars.
I thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and I know
many of my peers did too.
Joseph Miller, 8YIS

Explosive Science Club

This term in Science Club we have had a whole load
of fun. We have been dissecting a rat and finding
out who 'killed' Mr Wormstone's rat using forensic
techniques.
We have also learnt about explosions, in the form
of hydrogen balloons, ethanol bottles, aspirin and
water rockets and methane bubble tubs. Also we
made patterns in milk using washing up liquid and
cotton buds. In that same session we made
fireworks in a jar and layered liquid tubes.
The biodiversity project has also been carried over
to this year. For this we planted seeds at the end of
the field, a patch of grass near DTC and near the
back of the science block. We also hope to make
solitary bee hotels to be placed in the wild life
zone.
Joseph Miller, 8YIS

At
Science
Club
recently, we have been
thinking more about
the climate emergency
and about what we can
do to try and reduce
the effects.
Last year, we surveyed
the biodiversity in the
area and found that
there were many areas
that
could
be
improved. We have
been planting wild flower seeds to encourage more
wildlife such as insects to our school. We are
excited to survey the school again once the flowers
have bloomed to see all of the improvements we
have made.
As well as this, we have been doing a lot of other
interesting experiments. This included ‘CSI’ St.
Crispin’s where we discovered the components of
blood and looked at fibers through microscopes.
We have learned so much so far about explosions
and even dissections!
Alba Searle, 8JDA

School news
Biodiversity area
Not going mad!

It’s possible, that some of the public, parents or
students may have seen me out in the rain
apparently laying carpet on the field…. I can assure
you that the Head of Science has not yet gone mad!
Our biodiversity area now has a large range of grass
species, but some of them are just a bit too
dominant and this is stopping some of the less
competitive flowers coming through.
The grasses have been allowed to grow long (much
to the frustration of the PE department and all the
lost tennis balls, sorry!) to allow it to set seed,
providing much needed food for many bird and
insect species. However, now it is time for the grass
to move over and allow some other plants to
bloom. The old carpets are providing a great place
for many beetles to live over the winter, protecting
them from frost, but more importantly are slowly
killing off the grass.
Once the soil is exposed, we will spread a mixture of
wild flower seeds and yellow rattle. Yellow rattle is a
beautiful flower, but also parasitizes grass, sending
out long tendrils that drill into the roots of grass and
kill it off.
Grass thrives in rich fertile soils, whilst many
wildflowers can only compete in nutrient poor soils,
such as chalklands. It’s a little expensive to remove
all the topsoil to deplete the nutrients, so we are
just removing the grass instead.
We have also successfully applied for a small
batch of tree saplings (well 400!) from the
Woodland Trust and these will arrive in March, at

Woodland Trust

which point we will find some “volunteers” to help
plant them. Begrudging the students may
sometimes be, but fast forward six years since the
planting of our first batch and the students are a
little proud of the now 5ft tall trees that they
planted with their own hands. The mix of trees we
have ordered will all help support wildlife,
particularly pollinators and birds.

Biodiversity Champions
A group of our Year 8 students have also taken on
the role of Biodiversity champions and after
meeting with Ms Pearson and Mrs Briault, have now
helped to set up wider margins around the field that
have been left uncut to increase the area of wild
ground within the school. A simple change, with a
big impact.
If you are able to offer advice or support in helping
us to raise biodiversity in the school, it will be
gratefully received, so just get in touch.
Dr Rose, Head of Science—rosed@crispins.co.uk

Year 7 news
Guildford Cathedral and Slough
Mosque
On Thursday 10th October.
Year 7 students as part of the
Religious Studies curriculum
visited Guildford Cathedral and
Slough Mosque.
This trip
provided the students with an
opportunity to visit these
culturally significant buildings
and during the day they
undertook the guided tours of
places of worship, had
informative talks and question and answer sessions.
The mosque was a great experience. When you
enter, you take your shoes off to show respect.
There were so many fun activities to do including:
dressing up, eating some snacks and going to the
Wuḍū room. I really enjoyed going there and it was
a fun trip. Celeste Icasuriaga, 7TRO
The cathedral was a breathtaking trip and we had a
lovely tour guide with a funny personality. We
learnt all about the history and that the building

process took a long time and was done with a lot of
love and generosity from the public even The
Queen helped! The entire building is shaped like a
cross to symbolise their faith.
Seren Courtney, 7TRO

Maths Thinking Caps On
During November we took part in Maths Week
England and our Year 7, 8 and 9 students took part in
a national online competition instead of receiving
their usual personal study. They were set a series of
online Maths challenges to complete with the aim to
score as many points as possible. St. Crispin’s is
currently ranked 25th out of all schools taking part
nationally. It was a fun and engaging competition
that we hope our students enjoyed taking part in.
Well done to everyone. We are delighted to
announce the winners were:
1st Greesh Radhakrishnaiah 8CBR
2nd Josh Davies 8RGR
3rd Zach Edwards 7TRO
Super Maths work from our Year 7s and 8s.
Mrs Katy Prince, Head of Maths

Year 7 news
Personal Safety Focus Day
We started the day with a road safety talk, which
covered all the aspects of making you safe around
roads and cars. It also covered a story showing how
dangerous cycling without a helmet can be.
Secondly, a lady came in to explain how alcohol
should be handled and the laws that surround it. It
was very informative and surprised us with how
dangerous it can be.
After break, we went up to RS to learn about what
you should do if someone has a bad injury or
symptoms. We found out how each injury should be
treated and how to successfully do chest
compressions in an emergency.
Next, we talked about knife crime. It was more
serious than the other activities because
consequences of knife crime could include death, jail
time and huge fines. We also heard sad stories of
victims of knife crime (one even committed in a
school).
Joe Howell and Joe Macmillan, 7NLI
I believe we all enjoyed the focus day as we did
some activities including: knife crime, an alcohol talk
and the first aid activity. I learnt that doing drugs is a
very terrible thing in your life and it can ruin your
life. Also I heard knife crimes are quite common!
That's why I am trying to be more careful now!
Ollie Tagg, 7CTL

A couple weeks ago the Year 7s at St. Crispin’s had a
workshop about personal safety. The topics were
alcohol, knife crime, road and lastly medical safety
and how to give chest compressions.
ALCOHOL
Firstly, we looked at the subject of alcohol. We learnt
a lot from a visitor who came in and spoke to us
about what age you should be to drink alcohol and
the maximum amount of it you should have each

week. For example, we learnt that it is unsafe to
drink more than 14 units of alcohol a week otherwise
it will cause liver problems as it can’t break down the
alcohol. In addition, you should not wait until the
weekend and have it all at once or not have any
water because if you don’t have enough you won’t
remember what happened the previous night which
is very dangerous.
KNIFE CRIME
Next was knife crime which is probably the most
dangerous. While learning about this they taught us
how to avoid knife crime and that if you do commit a
crime then you could be fined up to £500,000 and
you can go to jail. They also showed us how it doesn’t
just ruin the victim’s life but it ruins all the lives of
the people who are around them too.
ROAD SAFETY
After that we went into the Lecture Theatre and
were greeted by some more visitors who talked to us
about road safety and how to be safe. First we were
shown all the different crossings like the zebra
crossing, then they showed us a clip of how a brilliant
young footballer ruined their life by not wearing a
helmet. Finally they showed us lots of things that
could help us be noticed and keep safe.
FIRST AID
Finally, we had a first aid lesson and we got to learn
about the recovery position and what to do if
someone is unconscious or not breathing. We also
learnt how to perform chest compressions and heard
how long it takes for an ambulance to arrive
depending on the circumstances.
In summary, the focus day was a success and it
helped lots of children learn lots about how to stay
safe. This has helped all Year 7s so much as they can
also teach others what they learnt.
Kane Edgecock, 7FMA

Year 7 news
Summer Arts Project
Over the summer we were lucky enough to go to the Art Club at St.
Crispin’s. It was run by Lisa, an artist herself, who helped teach us
different techniques. Over one week we had an hour session of art
every day.
We didn’t only do drawing we also did painting, crafts, vinyl
(coloured tape) and art and zines. We had lots of fun cutting things
out of newspapers making figures and even using old bits of
jewellery.
Once the week had sadly ended we got to show our family our
hard work.
The Arts Club was really fun and so if anyone else is going to be in
St. Crispin’s next year they should go to the Art Club and enjoy it.
It’s so fun. The biscuits are great too! Hannah Dunnachie, 7AHY

A visit from poet, Joseph Coelho
Author and poet, Joseph Coelho, came in and talked
to us about his life of being a children’s author and
tell us some childhood stories. He told us if you
want to become an author then the starting point
was to write a good book. He talked about when he
was young where there were three statues outside

and how he was scared of them and named them
the three witches.
He has published lots of books of poems and also a
book about his life.
Joseph was very friendly and funny. He showed us all
of his books and he has just published a new one. It
was nice meeting him.
Lola Borgia, 7MSA
Amazingly this poet called Joseph Coelho came in to
our school and told us about how he became a poet.
He said when he was little he was always writing
stories that rhymed. Then he published his first
book. He told us how to make a poem more exciting
by using good language in our poems. Then he said
when he was little there were three statues that
were called the witches. Everyone was scared of
them and then one day one of them went missing.
Bethany Madden, 7FMA
He was a very interesting poet. He also seemed like
a comedian because he made several jokes. Joseph
writes most of his poetry on the
train because he found it more
relaxing and gets many ideas
there. Joseph spoke about his
childhood and told us a funny
story of how a statue was stolen
from outside his window. Joseph
wore colourful clothes and he
looked cool. Dylan, Year 7

Year 7 news
Oakwood Team Building
We went to Oakwood on 16th October. This has
been the most fun trip so far. We did archery, rock
climbing and low ropes.
After we got into our groups we went to do archery
and learnt everything there is to know. First we
began by playing a 4 vs 4 with normal archery
points. Then our instructor added a balloon to the
middle of the board and if you popped it you would
be given 1000 points however no one popped it in
our group. Harry, Elijah & Adam
First we did low ropes where we had to work
together to complete challenges. Next was archery
where we got taught to load and fire a bow. We
also played in teams and the girls team won that
activity by popping the most balloons which scored
1000 points each. Lastly we did rock climbing
where we learnt how to climb up and abseil down.
We also did bouldering and some of us even went
upside down! To warm up we did a small obstacle
course and went down a cool slide at the end.
Abi & Lola
This half term has been very fun for Year 7. We
have had lots of activities including a trip to
Oakwood to do some team building. Three exciting
activities we did were
archery, rock climbing/
bouldering
and
low
ropes.
To get there, we took the
school mini buses, which
were driven by Mrs
Walters and Mr Blyth.
When we got there we
split up into three groups
and began the activities.
When we did the low
ropes we had to trust
each other, as one of us
was blindfolded. After
we did the rest of the
activities and came back
to school to have our
lunch.

These
activities
were all very fun,
and our personal
favourite one was the rock climbing and bouldering.
Year 7s day at Oakwood was great! Emma & Gracie
Before half term we went to Oakwood Climbing
Centre and we did archery, climbing and a low rope
trust activity. I think it was really fun and it let me get
to know other people better. I enjoyed the low rope
course the most. I think it was a great trip and I
would definitely recommend it. Natalie
When we went to Oakwood, we did rock climbing,
team building and archery. We did archery first and
had three arrows each. We had to try and hit the
bullseye and also the balloons that they put on the
target for an extra couple of goes. I really liked the
archery because it was a fun thing to do as I hadn’t
done it in ages. Next we did the climbing wall and we
went down a slide and watched people climb upside
down! Anna, Lucy & Elysia
On Wednesday 16th October, we went to Oakwood
to do three exciting activities; archery, indoor
climbing and low ropes.
My favourite activity was the indoor climbing session.
We got to do bouldering, which is climbing without a
harness, and we got to climb on a climbing wall.
Archery was also quite fun.
We had small
competitions where the coaches split the group in
half. Oli & Chuchu

Year 8 news
Day trip to France
We got up around 5am and I
prepared my things, then we were
off!
I sat on the coach for around two
hours and we waited in the Euro
Tunnel for 30 minutes before we
arrived in France.
The first thing we did was look
around a market place. I bought a
keyring and a scrunchie.
Then we went to a town near a
beach where we were told about
what the symbol is for a pharmacy
and that the post boxes were yellow.
After we passed the town hall we
went to a hypermarket. It was huge
and filled with lots of food and
technology. We didn't have much
time in there as we needed to head
off to a bakery.
We had two people teaching us at
different times. The first lady was
very nice and showed us how to
make bread and how long it takes to
make it from start to finish. The
second man was a bit scary and
loud. He had a stick he would smack
on the table and he taught us the
names of pastries in French.
Before we left we were given a
croissant and another pastry then
we started the journey home!
Overall I really enjoyed the trip.
Emily Brooks, 8RGR
It was really fun going on the Euro
Tunnel! The market was really cool
to look around and the french stick
was so nice. They had all kinds of
fantastic produce there. Although I
didn't buy anything it was still fun to
see all the bright colours.
Then we went to the bakery to
make the croissants and bread. We
found out all their food was fresh

and the leftovers of the bread went
to the animals. The mall was very
big and had a lot of shops within it
and there was a lot to buy there.
Everyone went crazy on the
sweets!
The trip there and back was pretty
cool as we talked a lot and made
each other laugh!
To conclude, the trip was amazing.
Evie Palmer-Smith, 8RGR
I really enjoyed the France trip
because it was really fun. The first
thing we did was visit the market
and all of the stalls that were there.
It was really different but really nice
to see French life. It was great to be
able to buy some gifts and souvenirs.
After the market we went to the
bakery and made some croissants. It
was so scary making them because
there was an angry French baker. He
was speaking to us in French and
taught us the ingredients that he
used
to
make
a
freshly
baked croissant. He would pick
random people out and ask them to
translate the ingredients or to cut
triangles out of the croissants and
roll them out.
Next, we went on the town trail and
looked around the French town. It
kind of looked a bit like our town
just a bit smaller.
Finally we went to the hypermarket.
I bought a giant giraffe called Jerry
and some chou chou nuts, some
water and a rainbow lolly for my
brother.
Although the bakery was scary I
enjoyed the France trip.
Ellie Bollen, 8JDA

Year 8 news
Give & Take Focus Day
On Wednesday 23rd October, Year 8 had a focus day on drugs
awareness. First period, we were given two scenarios regarding drug
usage performed by Reading College students. We then had the
opportunity to ask the characters questions about the two plays. In
our second lesson tutor group 8YIS had a media lesson with a member
of the film industry where we made short films using an editing app
about drug awareness.
After break, we had a games session where all games related to drugs
awareness and had a talk with a student who had been with people
receiving drugs from her friend. Then we did trust exercises with our

partners and received trust bracelets.
Finally, we heard the story of an ex-drug addict and had the opportunity to ask him questions. We all walked
away from school thoroughly informed and aware about the effect of drugs and the impact on drug users
families. Joseph Miller, 8YIS

Year 9 news
In the docks
On 19th November, St. Crispin's hosted a
Mock Trial Event with Mark Milliken-Smith
Q.C.
Mark studied law at Bristol University and
qualified as a barrister in 1986. He was
appointed as a part-time Crown Court Judge
(Recorder of the Crown Court) in 2004 and
to Queen’s Counsel in 2006.
Mark has specialised in criminal defence
work, including murder, sexual offences,
corruption and fraud. He also represents
well-known sports personalities before their
sporting disciplinary bodies, as well as advising high
profile individuals how to manage their media
reputation in the face of adverse publicity.

innocent person for a crime they did not commit and
therefore put the wrong person in prison.
Alex Daraktchieva, 9JMU

We took part in a mock trial on 19th November and
On 19 November our year group held a mock trial watched Nigel Taylor (Josh Royle) try to be convicted
on the case of a robbery with a professional by the court. Lots of people came up and gave their
barrister. The case was about Nigel Taylor who was evidence. Then we got sent out to discuss what
suspected of the robbery of a bank involving a happened and we decided he was not guilty. It was
shotgun.
very interesting to learn about what happens in
In this mock trial I learnt that judging people in a court.
court is very serious because you may judge an Ewan Ormiston, 9JMU
th

Year 9 news
The dangers of underage drinking
We recently had a drink awareness talk where a
theatre company showed us a play detailing how
dangerous drinking can be if it gets out of hand.
It made me realise what you shouldn’t do when
drinking.
The play was good because it was very realistic and
something that could happen with underage
drinking. I think it taught a lot of us the do’s and
don’ts of alcohol. It also incorporated the dangers
and things that can happen when under the
influence. For example, not being able to make
stable decisions if you’re drunk and dangers of
being in public and the terrible things that could
happen if you can’t control yourself.
Cassia Pillai, 9JMU

On Monday 18th November we saw a drama
performance about drinking awareness and some
people came in and performed a real life story that
had happened to girls when they had been
underage drinking.
I learnt a lot about what could’ve happened and
what happened to girls a few years older than us
and what you can do to help get out of these
situations. Katie Swift, 9JMU
I felt like the drink awareness play was very helpful
towards people thinking about how much alcohol
you should drink. It also helped all of us realise

what the effect of alcohol could do to the body –
which is serious like it could kill some of your
organs and damage you for life. I also found out
you are only meant to have 2 units of alcohol per
day. I felt it was important because it gave us a
better understanding that if you get drunk you can
do things you are not meant to and it could affect
your life forever.
It was also good because it was based on a real life
play which made me think about it more.
Phoebe Allen, 9JMU
On Monday 18th November we had a drink
awareness focus day. The day included a 1 hour
show of an example of a real life situation. On the
second half of the day we had a Q&A session with
the main characters of the show.
This focus day taught us many things about
underage drinking and about unsafe sex.
Zack Gardam, 9JMU

The drink awareness was good because it raised
awareness about how bad alcohol can be and the
damage it can do to teen bodies. I learnt that the
recommended daily intake for an adult is 2 units a
day, 14 units per week. A unit can also vary in ml
depending on the percentage. Hollie Tanner, 9JMU

With thanks to The Solomon Theatre
Company, Thames Valley Police and the local
Safeguarding Partnership

Year 9 news
A Day at the Museum
On Thursday 10th October, Year 9 visited the Natural
History Museum and The Science Museum in
London. This was part of a Geography and
Technology trip. In the Science Museum we looked
at the volcanoes and earthquake section and even
had the opportunity to use the earthquake
simulator.
In the Science Museum we watched a 3D
documentary about the ecosystem in the ocean,
especially in coral reefs. We also looked at an
interactive exhibit where you got to use magnets,
marble runs and friction slides. It was great fun.
Sophie Wolton, 9CCO
We went to the Natural History and the Science
Museum. We went to the volcano and earthquake
section and got to go on the earthquake simulator.
Then we went to the IMAX cinema where we saw a
3D movie about the ocean, before going to the
Wonderlab where there were lots of fun things like
a slide and electric shock. Dylan Bennett, 9CCO

We went to London to visit the Natural History and
Science Museum to expand our understanding in
the field of Geography.
In the Natural History Museum, we learnt about
volcanoes and earthquakes and filled out a
worksheet to test our newfound knowledge. We
also got to go in an “earthquake room,” which
simulated a real earthquake.
Upon our entrance into the Science Museum, we
were given 3D glasses and got seated in a cinema.
We watched a documentary about sea life and the
ecosystems within the ocean.
Afterwards, we had lunch and visited the gift shop.
Next, we got to enjoy multiple interactive
expeditions, explaining all aspects of science.
Finally we went to the Wonderlab.
Lilly Rose, 9ESO

Year 10 news
Careers Day
On Thursday 10th October
Year 10 took part in an
Enterprise Day. The focus of
the day was to improve and
develop useful skills that we
can use in the workplace and
when applying for jobs. We
learnt how to be better
leaders, improve confidence, work well as a team,
manage our time well and stay organised. We took
part in the national enterprise challenge where as a
team we had to invent a new flavour for a protein
chocolate bar, we then had to decide who our
target customer was and market it to them. This
included how we packaged it and advertised it to
appeal to them.
Each team had to have an initial idea, design the
packaging, create an advert, decide on an
ambassador, think of a press release stunt and
design a snapchat filter whilst always considering
the target audience. The best nine teams then
presented to the rest of the year group until there
was only one winning team who would represent
St. Crispin’s at the live final for the national
enterprise challenge. The winning team will have
their product produced by the UK’s second most
FedEx Ball-Kid of the
popular chocolate distributors.
Larissa Kirby, 10JWH
Huge congratulations to one of our
Year 10 students who took part in
the Nitto ATP Finals & was voted
‘FedEx Ball-Kid of the Year 2019’ - as
voted by the Ball-Kids, Coaches &
chaperones.
He
was
regularly
featured
delivering
exceptional
service
support to the top-class
players of world tennis.
This is a wonderful
achievement & shows
his
personal
commitment and efforts
throughout the week.
Well done!

Year

Year 10 news
Relationships workshop
Pornography and Relationships,
from a boy’s perspective
A group came in and delivered workshops about
pornography in our world today.
Watching the play they performed made me reflect
and think about what it is like for girls in the porn
industry. I hadn’t realised that what you see isn’t
always reality. What appears to be enjoyable and
fun for them isn’t always the case.
It made me feel angry to learn that some people
are pressured and forced into the porn world in
order for others to make money. This seems really
wrong.
The fact this is so available to young people is also
worrying. I learnt that 45% of young people have
had access to and seen porn. However, what we
see is not reality and can have a massive impact on
what we believe intimate relationships are like,
when they are not.
It opened my eyes and made me reflect and
become anti-porn!

Pornography and Relationships,
from a girl’s perspective
A group of college students came in to talk about
porn and relationships. During the workshops I

learnt that it is normal to be curious and look at
porn, but to think more deeply about the wider
picture and how this can impact us. We learnt that
peer pressure is given to boys as well as girls to
sometimes do things they don’t want to do.
They performed different drama scenes, with
different scenarios where porn can impact on us
and the relationships we hold with others and lots
of interesting facts. Porn can normalise certain acts
and situations that are not normal or not realistic to
a real relationship.
It made me think about how porn could negatively
impact on someone’s self-esteem and confidence.
Not all girls look like porn stars and it can alter
someone’s perception of what men and women
should look like and behave with each other.
I walked away feeling very differently about
pornography and the impacts it can have.

Year 11 news
Trip to Berlin

It was a very early 3am start and a long 18 hour
coach journey before we finally arrived in Berlin. On
the first day, we woke up nice and early and went
to see the Reichstag Building. This was where the
Reichstag fire took place and the Nazis blamed this
fire on a young communist teenager, making the
Nazis look better than the communists.
Next we walked to the Brandenburg Gate which
symbolises freedom and the desire to unify Berlin.
After that, we walked to the Humboldt University
where the Nazis burnt books written by Jews,
communists, homosexuals and all those who
threatened the Nazi ideals. An empty underground
library is placed here in memory of the 20,000
books that were burnt in one night. Then we visited
the Neue Wache (New Guardhouse) which serves
as a memorial for the victims of war and
dictatorship.
We had a break for lunch, then travelled on the
coach to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp.
This was a very sad, devastating and moving
experience as our tour guide told us what
happened in this eerie place. He explained how
they mercilessly murdered people and the
conditions they were forced to go through.
Afterwards we went for a meal and a game of
bowling which was really fun before heading back
to the hotel.
On the second day, we woke up nice and early
again and headed straight to a part of the Berlin
Wall where our tour guide explained to us how
people tried to escape the wall from the East side to

the West side of Berlin for a better life. We then
travelled, using the U-Bahn (Berlin underground), to
the Olympiastadion. This was where Germany held
the Olympics in 1936 which was a great propaganda
opportunity for the Nazis. The stadium was huge!
Much bigger than I had imagined. After that we
visited the spot where Hitler died (which is now a
car park). We also went to a Jewish memorial which
was very moving. We were also able to actually go
inside the Reichstag Building (the German
parliament building), and a view of the whole city
centre could be seen from the top. The last thing
we did was to go to Checkpoint Charlie which was
the best known crossing point between East and
West Berlin during the Cold War.
Finally, we went out for a meal before getting back
on the coach for an 18 hour journey home. Overall,
the trip was a very good experience and full of
interesting facts which we will never forget.
Esme Jenkins, 11LSI

Year 11 news
An Inspector Calls
An Inspector Calls trip was very good. It was a very
interesting take on the play and it wasn't how I
would've imagined it, but I think their take worked
very well. Their set design was very interesting, with
a house that was raised up where the front opened
up to reveal inside.
The actors worked very well with interacting with
the set and each other, and they all portrayed their
characters very well. However a lot of the director’s
choices on how the characters are portrayed is very
different to how I imagined it from reading the play.
At the end of the play the house explodes and falls
apart representing how the family has fallen apart

after the inspector reveals everything about them,
but as the family believe they have won, the house
comes back together. Overall I really enjoyed this
version of An Inspector Calls and I think it will be
helpful for when it comes to my GCSEs.
Elliott Jedras, 11IN

A day at Warner Wizarding World
During October, Year 11 Design & Technology
students had a magical day out at the Warner Harry
Potter Studios.
This visit provided first-hand experience of product
design within the creative industries. There was a
workshop run by the Warner Studios looking at the
role of the Product Designer in the film industry:
concept to final production.
The work done on this provided invaluable
experience to support project development and also
contributed to a great day out.

St Crispin’s Sixth Form:
Application Deadline Approaching!
We hope your PPEs have gone well and you have
Sixth Form courses you are applying for.
The application deadline for St. Crispin’s Sixth Form
is fast approaching: Monday 13th January!
You will find a link to the online application form
and our prospectus here:
http://www.crispins.co.uk/sixth-form/
Key Dates
Monday 13th January
2020

Wednesday 22nd
January to Friday 7th
February 2020

Friday 6th March
2020

Deadline for Sixth Form

Students meet with members of
the Sixth Form team to discuss
their options.
Deadline for students to confirm
acceptance of their formal offer.

[Please note: the school may
not be able to hold offers open
beyond this date.]

Monday 29th and
Tuesday 30th June
2020

Sixth Form Induction Days

Dates for the diary
First day of Spring Term—Tuesday 7th January
Thursday 9th January— Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Monday 13th January
Deadline for Sixth Form Applications
Monday 13th—Wednesday 22nd January
Sixth Form Pre Public Exams
Tuesday 14th January
Iceland Trip—Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 28th February - Trips Day

Thursday 16th January—Year 9 Options Evening

Friday 6th March

Wednesday 22nd & Friday 24th January

Deadline to Accept Sixth Form Offer

School Production Auditions

Wednesday 11th March—Big Bang STEM Trip

Thursday 23rd January

Thursday 12th March

Year 7 Focus Day - Self Esteem

Sports Tour (Holland) Information Evening

Tuesday 4th February

Year 8 Focus Day—Wellbeing

Barcelona Trip—Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 13th March—Drama Studio Showcase

Thursday 6th February—Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 18th March—Spring Concert

Year 11 & Sixth Form Whole Year Group
Photographs

Thursday 19th March—Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Friday 7th February—PTA Quiz Night

Friday 20th March—Years 10 & 11 Coventry
Cathedral Trip

Monday 10th February

W/C 23rd March— PE House Sports Week

Year 9 Immunisations

Monday 23rd March - GCSE Drama C3 Exam

Year 9 Options Deadline

Wednesday 25th March

Thursday 13th—Monday 17th February

Year 12 Business Studies Industry Trip

Geography Trip to Iceland

Thursday 26th March

Half Term—Monday 17th—Friday 21st February

Year 11 Jack the Ripper Tour

Wednesday 26th February

Thursday 26th March—Thursday 2nd April
German Exchange

German DBS & Information Evening

Monday 30th March

Wednesday 26th February—Sunday 1st
March—Geography Barcelona Trip

Year 8 Immunisations

Thursday 27th February

Year 9 Immunisations (for girls)

Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Last Day of Term - Friday 3rd April

Lego Mindstorm Competition

Please note that all dates are correct as of date of publication but can
be subject to change

@crispinsschool
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Sixth Form news
Drugs Awareness Talk
On Monday 7th October, Paul
Hannaford came to the Sixth
Form Atrium and gave a talk to
Year 12.
His talk was clearly well
thought out. It included his life
story and reference to a
multitude of events that
eventually lead to his addiction
to heroin. His take on the topic was very effective.
He came across as a very likeable, funny character,
without making the message behind his talk any less
serious. The whole room was clearly engaged
throughout all moments of sadness, happiness and
hurt.
After the hard hitting speech (accompanied by some
shocking images), Hannaford spoke about his road
to a much happier and positive life.
The overall experience of hearing his story just
proved that falling into a lifestyle of drugs and gangs
leads to a extremely difficult recovery. It left a
definite mark in my mind, and I’m sure the rest of
Year 12 feel the same way. Annie Lohan, 12KSA

The story of his heroin
addiction hit me hard, teaching
us the effects that class A
drugs have on people.
One enjoyable moment for me
was when Paul included some
of the Year 12 students in his
talk. This interaction made it
much more enjoyable and also
more relatable. It really demonstrated how such
events could happen to anyone, including us.
As well as this, Paul showed us his legs, which had
been scarred by his previous addictions. It was a
physical reminder for all of the permanent damage
that drugs have on your body. It made me think of
how lucky I am and how I wouldn’t want that to be
taken away from me.
Overall, Paul’s visit to St. Crispin’s was very
educational, informing us on the dangers of not only
drugs, but the risks that come with them.
Ethan Evans, 12KW

Paul Hannaford, a former addict, now spends his
time educating children & young adults letting them
Paul Hannaford’s visit to St. Crispin’s was a very eye- know about the risk of drugs, alcohol, gun-knife
opening experience about the true danger of drugs. crime, prison & gang life.

Product Design Eco Challenge
Year 13 Product Design students had a
fantastic day at Leighton Park School at the
‘Green Meets Grey’ event, meeting designers
from the industry and had the opportunity to
design their own product as part of an eco
challenge.
It was a day of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Maths (STEAM)
creativity and problem solving workshops. It
brought students and business mentors
together to challenge existing thinking around
issues of sustainability.
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of Technology

@Crispins6thForm

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sixth Form news
Year 12 Team building
On 10th October, Year 12 braved the cold for our
Dinton Pastures Team Building trip.
We did three different activities: stand-up paddle
boarding, kayaking and raft-building. We all bonded so
much, through the many games and races that the
amazing team organised for us, even though we spent
most of our time in the water, rather than on the
equipment.
It was a great way of bringing the year group together,
through sinking rafts and charging at each other on
paddle-boards.
Altogether it was a brilliant day, full of lots of laughs
and soggy shoes. We highly recommend this trip to all
upcoming Year 12s!
Megan Smith, 12KSA, Megan Hambridge, 12MLU and
Ethan Evans, 12KW

@Crispins6thForm
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Water and Carbon Cycles at Kew
On our visit to
Kew Gardens,
we
experienced
interactive
and engaging
activities
which were
amazing
at
applying the knowledge and theories we had
previously been taught at school.
The garden gave us opportunities to experience
the environment firsthand, linking the curriculum
to real life flora and processes that come with it.
Physical laminates were used to test our
understanding of how each store is connected
through inputs and outputs within each cycle. In
addition to the tangible activities, we were taught
calculations on how to measure the volume of
water stored within each tree, demonstrating how
a measurement used frequently in the textbook is
calculated right in front of you.
The guide was very useful with any questions and
misunderstandings, sharing her knowledge and
expertise, along with quizzing our ability and
sparking thought processes that strengthened our
understanding. With this said, the trip was very
successful and I would highly recommend!
Dawson Wakely, 13ABS
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sixth Form news
Future Focus Day
Apprenticeship Workshop
The
apprenticeship
workshop
was
very useful to me.
It was engaging as
well as informative
and helped me to
gauge what I need
to be doing to get
an apprenticeship. It taught me where and how to
search for apprenticeships, how to apply in a
successful manner as well as what employers look
for in potential candidates.
The speaker from Adviza asked many open-ended
questions which helped multiple people around the
room realise just how much they had achieved
which helped when it came to write a personal
statement for applications. We also watched
multiple videos which explained to us the stages of
recruitment. This provided insightful information to
us which will be helpful when I go to apply for
these roles within companies.
Overall the session we had definitely helped me
and others understand all the steps towards
getting an apprenticeship and I feel more confident
as I now have insight into how companies hire
apprentices. Joe Bell, 13NH

us from using them
in
our
own
statements.
The
presentation
then finished with
time
to
ask
questions
about
either
personal
statements
or
student finance. We were given time then to work
with staff on our applications which was extremely
useful.
This whole morning was a helpful and productive
guide for anyone considering university.
Satta Sellu, 13ABS

Mindfulness Workshop

In the afternoon of
the Year 13 Focus
Day we took
part
in
a
mindfulness
workshop.
The
aim
of
the
workshop was to
help us balance and manage any stress or worry
which this busy year will inevitably bring. Unsure of
what this workshop would include, we were
introduced to Tanya who shared her passion for
mindfulness. As a year group, we were able to
University Workshop
For those who were sure about going to university, engage with and practice a range of techniques. This
attended our Focus Day with a speaker from included breathing, focusing, and making us aware
Winchester. This began with her speaking about of the present moment.
student finance which included topics such as pay For many of us, it was difficult to embrace the
back for student loans and maintenance loans. Also, relaxation process at first. However, by the end of
we discovered about how our household income the workshop, the mindfulness techniques proved to
would impact on the amount of money we would be useful and have given us another strategy to
receive. We then went on to talk about personal support us with the year ahead as well as with life in
statements and how to structure them efficiently. general.
This was helpful for anyone who had started or was The workshop put into perspective the present
just
beginning
to start
their personal moment and helped us to understand how we can
statement. Also, we were told some of the most help ourselves to reduce the feelings of stress and
overused phrases in personal statements to prevent worry. Michaela Robey, 13GHE
@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Sharing the festive cheer at the annual Pensioners Party
The Pensioners Party on Thursday 5th December
was an amazing event to help out at and to take
part in. The room looked incredible with tinsel,
Christmas trees, crackers on every table and a few
students even dressed up as Santa.
Year 12 students served the pensioners delicious
food whilst they were listening to the Christmas
performances from some of the Drama students.
They all looked so happy when they found out they
had won the quiz or a prize in the raffle.
Towards the end of the lunch, all of them received a
present and many commented saying that it made
their Christmas and that it’s the highlight of the
festive period. They loved seeing all their friends,
chatting to students and getting into the Christmas
spirit. Ellie Graham, 12SJO
and we’re just sad that we won’t get the chance to
be involved next year.
A big thanks to Mr Yeatman, Mrs Collett and Mrs
Lightfoot for helping organise!
Daniel MacMillan, 12SJO

The Pensioners Party was an enjoyable and heartwarming event for all involved.
We, the Year 12 students, served lunch, had a quiz
and had a raffle with the lovely pensioners from the
Wokingham area.
Thank you very much to all the parents of St.
Crispin’s students who donated prizes and presents
to be given out to the pensioners!
Events like this are great for giving those who may
not usually get out at Christmas, a social event to
enjoy with others. Today really brought the
community together and reminded us of what
Christmas is all about. Everyone involved loved it
@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Safe Drive Stay Alive

On Monday 4th November, the whole of Year 12
attended the “Safe Drive Stay Alive” talk at the
Hexagon Theatre in Reading.
When I arrived I wasn’t quite sure what to expect
from the talk. There was light-hearted background
music playing that seemed to put many people at
ease before the talk began. However the contrast
between the light hearted banter before the
presentation had begun, and the complete silence
in the theatre later on was absolutely striking. It
was a perfect representation of how we all felt,
stunned to the point of silence.
Every guest speaker who came in to talk to us
shared their varying experiences of road traffic
accidents; from victims and their families to
firemen and ambulance crew members.
Every single story held the attention of the entire
theatre, as each one recounted the irreversible

damage left behind by accidents and how a single
moment in someone’s life can change so easily if you
don’t have your wits about you.
Personally, I thought it was an excellent talk for our
age group as it spoke honestly about the very real
risk that accompanies driving, especially when you
are a new driver with little or no proper experience
on the road without guided instruction.
Overall it was a very insightful presentation that truly
made an impact on me, and many others in
attendance that day.
Ella Ness, 12JBA

Student profiles
Student Profiles – Oxbridge Applications
This term, many of our Year 13 students have submitted university
applications through UCAS. Sighs of relief rang through the Sixth Form
Centre as the months of workshops, research, university visits and
parents’ information evenings came to fruition!
We are so proud of the varied and incredibly impressive applications submitted, and it is a
joy to see students now working hard to achieve their ambitions.
Of course, many students are building equally impressive CVs for apprenticeship applications
and you will hear more about these in our summer newsletter.
For now, please take a moment to read about those students who have applied to Oxbridge
on the following pages…
@Crispins6thForm
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Student profiles
Subjects studying: Maths, Geography, Economics

Courses applied for: Economics, Land Economy
Top University choice: Cambridge
My ambitions:
I am not completely sure what I’d like to pursue
after university but want to take a degree in
Economics to keep my options as open as possible.
The application process:
The application process was quite worrying but
with help from teachers, I was able to refine my
personal statement and make sure I was proud of

it. I spent quite a lot of time editing
and re-editing my personal
statement as well as getting other
people’s opinions on it. I have now
received four out of my five offers
and I am currently waiting for my last
one.
My top tip:
Make sure you enjoy the subject you are applying
for. Firstly, because it makes it a lot easier to write a
personal statement and secondly, because you will
be studying that subject for at least three years!

Subjects studying:
Maths, Economics, Geography

Subjects studying: Maths,
Chemistry, Physics

Courses applied for:
Business/Economics
Management

Course applied for: Chemistry
Top University choice: Oxford

My ambitions:
Top University choice: Oxford
My ambitions:
My future ambition is to become a successful
entrepreneur and with support from the digital
innovation and entrepreneurship modules
within my degree, I am eager to achieve this.
The application process:
Although the early Oxbridge deadline applied a
large amount of pressure through the months
leading up to the 15th October, the support
received from every teacher I approached was
extremely valuable for the progression of my
statement. After many drafts and finishing
touches, the UCAS application was sent with a
huge sense of relief.
My top tip:
I suggest that other students get as much done
as early as possible. Don’t be afraid of getting
anything wrong; just start writing because
getting that framework and base structure
started is vital for a successful application.

@Crispins6thForm
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In the future, I would like to
have a career in Chemistry, either in industry or
research. I am hoping that a degree in Chemistry
will give me the experience and knowledge I need
to choose which path to pursue.
The application process:
Going through the UCAS process was quite
stressful, as doing a competitive application
meant that my personal statement needed to be
almost perfect. The support of the staff at St.
Crispin’s allowed me to make the best application
I possibly could, and I had a great sense of relief
when I finally pressed the submit button! I have
received two offers, from Leeds and York, and I
recently sat the TSA exam.

My top tip:
Start your personal statement in the summer,
especially if you are making an early application.
Also, try to visit universities in the summer term,
as the open days in September/October do not
give you much time to make your choices before
the application deadline.

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Student profiles
Subjects studying: Maths, Further Maths, Biology, Physics
Course applied for: Mathematics
Top University choice: Oxford
My ambitions: In the future I hope to continue to study and discover new
maths for as long as I can, and hopefully to find a career in the field.
The application process: The UCAS application process seemed daunting at
first, especially writing the personal statement. My first draft seemed to
consist of nonsensical babble, but with the support of the Sixth Form staff I
was able to write something I had confidence in. Sending off the application was a huge relief and I am
now able to focus more on my A Levels. Since I applied I have got offers from three universities, and I will
hopefully hear from the other two after I sit the Oxford entrance exam.
My top tip: Start working on your application as soon as you can and keep a list of what you are going
to include. It will make writing your statement easier and give your more time to edit and improve. Your
first draft is never going to be close to your final statement.

Subjects studying: Maths, Computer Science, Chemistry, Physics
Courses applied for: Computer Science

Top University choice: Oxford
My ambitions: I wish to work in the field of cyber security within the
government and so a degree in Computer Science was an obvious choice.
The application process: Due to the immense support from my teachers, I was
able to quickly go from a first draft of my personal statement to more refined
and better structured version. From there I only had to make a few minor
changes to my statement before I was left just checking for grammatical errors
and I could make my statement fit within the UCAS’ form strict character limit!
The school have also provided lots external support with my personal statement such as getting
admissions staff from Oxford and Cambridge to talk about the ‘dos and don’ts’ of writing personal
statements and trips to Wellington College for more detailed sessions on writing statements for
competitive universities. We also recently had a session in school where the interview process for
Oxbridge Universities, and the preparation necessary for them, was discussed.
Within two weeks of submitting my UCAS application, I have received offers from three universities, with
another saying that they would be making me an offer in the next few weeks.
My top tip: Check the size font used in UCAS forms and make sure you keep to the line limit (including
an extra line per paragraph) as you end up getting to the lines limit faster than the characters limit.
Otherwise, you end up having to cut down your personal statement, which is really hard to do!

Work Related Learning
Rebecca & Anna—Careers Advisor

Rebecca Dean and Anna Finlason are
the St. Crispin’s School Careers
Advisers and they come into your
school every week

Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Please come and see them for
information, advice and guidance on:







Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor or Head of Year for an
appointment. From September we will
be based in the Library.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781
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Sports news
Sports round up
The
St.
Crispin’s
PE
Department have had a
fantastic start to the 2019-20
season and have been
extremely busy. Both boys
and girls clubs and fixtures
have been in full swing with
Year 8 Netball Team the girls having record
numbers of attendance at
Year 7 & 8 Netball club and Football club.
The boys’ rugby season was also very busy with all
year groups competing for the first time in the
Reading School Leagues. It has been great to see the
numbers attending each week, especially in the
lower school, and see their progressions throughout
the term. The PE department already has a huge
amount of sporting success to celebrate across a
range of sports.

Netball
Our Netball teams
have been out in full
force this term with
weekly netball leagues
and
South
East
Berkshire tournaments
for three year groups.
We have seen record
numbers
attending
Year 7 & 8 Netball club
Year 7 Netball Team
and
are
looking
forward to starting their leagues in the New Year.
Our Netball successes so far:

Year 11 SWIFT winners

Year 7 South East Berkshire Plate Competition
winners

Year 9 Wokingham Schools League winners

Year 10 South East Berkshire Cup Competition
winners

Year 10 Wokingham Schools League winners

U16 team 5th in National Schools County
round.
@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

Hockey

U14 Hockey Team
Hockey at St. Crispin’s has gone from strength to
strength after its reintroduction last year and we now
have teams representing the school in U13, U14 and
U16 age groups. This year we have been fortunate
enough to have the opportunity to play on full size,
professional pitches and the girls have thoroughly
enjoyed the experience. We are looking forward to
more hockey fixtures in the New Year for all age
groups. Our hockey successes so far:

U14 team placed 2nd in Wokingham Schools
Tournament.

Girls’ Football
It has been a busy term for our St. Crispin’s Football
players with league games, tournaments and the
National Cup. We have been lucky enough to have
Reading FC coaching our Year 7, 8s and 9s again this
year and it has been great to see so many girls
attending the club every week.
It has been unfortunate that some games have been
postponed due to the weather but we look forward
to playing those in the New Year.
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Sports round up continued

Year 8

A special mention must go to the U16 girls, who
competed in the National Cup, drawing an away
game in Bournemouth in their final round, narrowly
missing out on a win.
Our football successes so far:

Year 7 SWIFT runners up

Year 10/11 Chelsea Tournament winners

U16 National Cup round 4

Rugby
As mentioned previously the boys entered the
Reading Leagues for the first time this year which
gave us four weeks of very competitive rugby against
a wide range of schools from Wokingham all the way
out to the Oxfordshire borders.
All of the teams performed with great credit with the
Year 11s remaining undefeated during the season
but failing to make the play offs as we could not fulfil
two fixtures when the boys were in Berlin.
Frustratingly, the Year 7 and Year 9 also missed out
on the play offs by one spot and the Year 8s showed
excellent commitment through the season despite
coming up against some very strong opposition. The
final tables can be seen below and right:
Year 7

@crispinsschool
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Boys’ Football
As a result of their fantastic season this year when
they won both the County Cup and East Berkshire
Plate, the Year 11 football team were entered into
the National Cup.
It has been a very successful adventure so far with
the boys making their way through to the 6th Round
of the competition after some pretty comprehensive
performances against schools across the South East
of England. The results so far have been:







Round 1 - Bye
Round 2 - Wallingford School 0 St. Crispin’s 6
Round 3 - Raynes Park High School 3 St.
Crispin’s 4
Round 4 - St. Crispin’s 6 Longhill School
(Brighton) 1
Round 5 - St. Thomas The Apostle School
(Peckham) 1 St. Crispin’s 5

Other events
As a department we have also hosted a primary
schools netball festival, a huge well done and thank
you to the girls who umpired.
We are also looking forward to hosting Westende
and St Teresa’s primary schools for our upcoming
sports leadership events.
Commitment to clubs and fixtures has been fantastic
this term and would like to wish you an enjoyable
and restful Christmas break ready to do it all again in
the New Year.
Happy Christmas from the PE Department
Mr Nelson & Miss C Norris

The boys have already put some miles in on the
school mini bus so we hope for a home draw in the
next round after Christmas.
It was great to see so many talented Year 7s attend
the school trials over the past few weeks and the PE
Department are very hopeful of a successful season
which begins after Christmas for all of the other
years.

Year 11

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
Sports round up in pictures

Year 7 Boys’ Rugby Team

Year 8 Boys’ Rugby Team

Year 9 Boys’ Rugby Team

Year 10 & 11 Boys’ Rugby Team

Year 11 National Cup Football
Team

(Below) Year 10 & 11 Girls’
Football Team—Tournament
winners

Under 14 Girls’ Football
Team

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
Sports round up in pictures

Under 16 Girls’ National Cup Football Team

Under 14 Girls’ National Cup Football Team

Under 16 Netball Team

Under 14 Hockey Team

Year 9 Netball Team

Senior Netball Team
@crispinsschool
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Students can follow sports
news on Instagram—
stcrispinssport
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Year 11 Netball Team winners of the
tournament at Luckley
House
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Sports news
Basketball news
IZB Basketball Team

Huge congratulations to
one of our Year 11
students, pictured right,
who has just picked up
his GB kit.
He plays basketball as
part of the GB academy,
which is a group of elite
players bought together
to
work
towards
selection for the Men’s
GB squad post Tokyo
2020.
Well done.

Gymnastics news

Netball success
Congratulations to Year 10
student Beth Graham who has
been selected to play for
Surrey Storm Netball U17
Academy Team. Surrey Storm are one of the top ten
netball teams in the country and many girls in their
team will go on to play in the super league and also for
England. She is the first student who has ever reached
this level of netball at St. Crispin’s, which is equivalent
to playing professional football in the Premier League
as a boy. Congratulations.

Well done to one of Year 9 students, pictured
above, who finished fourth at the Trampoline,
DMT & Tumbling British Championships recently.

Students can follow our teams and
their latest results on the St. Crispin’s
PE Instagram—stcrispinssport

@crispinsschool
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Dance success
Congratulations to Year 8
student, Annalea, who recently
took part in the BDO Street
Dance World Championships
Competition in Telford.
Her dance group were
crowned
Bronze
World
Medalists.
Congratulations.
www.crispins.co.uk
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PTA news
Fundraising

Quiz Night

In
the
last
academic year we
donated £7,000 to
the school to help
pay
for
the
redevelopment of
the library along
with a number of
other
resources
required by the
school.
So
far
since
September
we
have
raised
£1,045. Our main fundraising events this term were
the Comedy Night which raised £383, pre-loved
uniform sales £261 and refreshments at the Gala
Nights and Blood Brothers of £453.
This year we are raising money to contribute
towards the landscaping and pathways of the area
by the basketball courts and the outdoor education
area.
There are a couple of other regular ways to raise
money one of which is through the sale of reduced
price Reading FC tickets and also the 500 club which
raised £116 this term along with the voluntary
donation scheme which has raised £1,262.
Your support for these events and other fundraising
activities is much appreciated.

The
Annual
Quiz – which
is not one to
be
missed
with be on 7th
February
–
This is always
a very popular
event so grab a ticket now! You will need to
complete a ticket request form so we can confirm
your purchase, and then pay either by cheque/cash
handed in to the school office or via Tucasi – more
details to come soon.

Reading Football Club tickets
Next term there are two
matches that you can
attend at a discounted
price, they are:
Bristol City 25th January
2020 3pm
Brentford 21st March
2020 3pm
In the summer term
there will be discounted tickets available for:
Swansea City 2nd May 12.30pm
For more details visit http:// www.crispins.co.uk/pta/
reading -fc-tickets/

Pre-loved uniform sales
500 Club
Cash only on the night – all welcome to come and
browse:
Year 7 Parents’ Evening
th
9 January – 4.30pm – 7pm
Year 9 Parents’ Evening
6 February 4.30pm – 7pm
th

Year 8 Parents’ Evening
19th March 4.30pm – 7pm

This is the St. Crispin’s School “PTA lottery”. In the
last academic year we raised over £900 from the 500
Club. Anyone can play and it costs just £2 a month.
Every month there are two prizes and in November
one lucky member won our star prize of £500!!
Details of how to enter can be found on the PTA
section of the school website
http://www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500clubapplicationform/

School news
Ex-Student music success

Christmas Jumper Day

On Friday 13th December, students across all year
groups joined together in the traditional Christmas
Jumper Day, donating a £1 to help Save the Children
and local charity, Daisy’s Dream. Christmas Lunch,
with all the trimmings, was also served in the
restaurant, adding to the festive fun. Thank you to all
students who donated, raising a total of £951.78.

Term Dates 2019/2020

Congratulations to ex-student Lara Weaver who
has received a first class honours in Music at St.
John's College Cambridge. She has also been
made a scholar of the college, been awarded a
prize and presented with an Alfred Hall Prior
Scholarship
Congratulations!

Spring Term
Inset days: Monday 6th January
Tuesday 7th January - Friday 3rd April

Half Term
Monday 17th February—Friday 21st February

Alfie, one of our reading dogs
Summer Term

Inset days: Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st July
Monday 20th April—Friday 17th July

Half Term
Monday 25th May—Friday 29th May

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest of
the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans Winter 2019

May Day Bank Holiday—Friday 8th May

