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Headteacher's letter

their time and energy to provide special events,
trips and visits that I know are greatly enjoyed by
students and create long lasting memories of their
time at school.

Secondary school efficiency metric

Dear Parents/Carers,
Another end of a calendar year is upon us!

Academic Success
I am

delighted to share that we have had a very full
and successful term starting with celebrating
another set of excellent summer results. Once
again the Department of Education has judged us to
be “Above Average” in terms of progress and
students’ attainment was excellent at 66%, a
substantial 25% above the National Average (NA =
39.9%) achieving a grade 5 GCSE, which is judged as
a strong pass, in both Maths and English. Similar
success was mirrored at A-level with 25% of the
cohort achieving A or A* grades and 50% achieving
A*-B grades. What a joy!
As we know, results are very important and vital for
young peoples’ futures and so we are delighted that
so many students have much to celebrate. Of
course, education is a great deal more than
academic success and so as you read this term’s
newsletter you will see what a vibrant and rich
experience your sons and daughters receive during
their time at St. Crispin’s.
I am so grateful to staff who so graciously give of

As you will no doubt be aware, school funding has
been much in the national media and recently so
acutely reflected in the recent BBC 2 School
documentary.
In September, St. Crispin’s received the Secondary
School Efficiency rating from the DfE. This compares
St. Crispin’s with other schools that are similar to us
based on pupil progress, pupil intake and funding per
pupil.
In this measure, St. Crispin’s was given the highest
rating. In simple terms, this means we produced
better outcomes than other similar schools to us with
the same money.

The last day of term is Wednesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued..
There can be no doubt that this score is something
to be very proud of but I balance this with the
continued (and oft painful) strain on our school
budget. With this in mind, I once again just want to
thank the PTA for all their herculean efforts in
raising money for the school. Their work has meant
that our students have received improvements to
the school that they would not have otherwise
enjoyed.
The PTA is indeed thriving and wonderfully chaired
by Natalie Addy. The donations to the school have
been significant and have meant in the last
academic year the improvement of the Computing
Block, including the skimming of the outside, new
carpets, curtains and paint as well as the new hard
recreation area’s basketball court. I am not sure
that the PTA has ever been so very well supported
and in turn so supportive of the work of the school.
It would be hard to underestimate the help this
volunteer group of parents are to special events and
supporting the improvement of small but vitally
important parts of the school.
During the academic year 2018/19, the PTA are
focusing on raising funds to refurbish the school
library and if we have the opportunity, to extend our
provision to a bespoke outside reading area.

Developing on from my PTA comments it would
be accurate to share that for a number of years
the PTA have tried to raise enough funds to
purchase a new school mini-bus. The existing two
minibuses are of course safe but are certainly
looking their age. The outright purchase of a new
minibus has been out of the reach of voluntary
donations and certainly not within the pocket of
the school’s limited funds.
Therefore, we have hired a new minibus. Hiring a
minibus has a number of considerable advantages
not least in not having to find a significant capital
outlay! Significantly, the new hired bus provides
access for all members of our student body. I know
the students are thrilled and especially our sporting
teams, who no longer have to travel in our oldest
“minibus of shame!”

The Sixth Form

Minibus

The Sixth Form is thriving and our increased
numbers has left us with a “happy” problem in
ensuring that our post 16 students have excellent
and bespoke study areas. As such, we have now
developed a Year 13 Bring Your Own Device
(BYOD) silent study room helpfully located
between the library and restaurant. We will look
with interest how our oldest learners manage
their own devices and how they operate fluidly
with the school infrastructure. I hope over time
we will extend this opportunity for all students
across the school.
The last day of term is Wednesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued..
In 2019 via The Circle Trust
(the multi-academy trust),
that St. Crispin’s is a part of,
is bidding for funds to build a
second addition to the Sixth
Form building. Our bid may
or may not be successful but
as parents will know, I will
never give up trying! On the other hand, if any
parents have the odd £2.5 million, I would be very
pleased to hear from you…

Proud

Another four-legged friend
Following the very happy integration of Harley, our
school dog, I am pleased to share the arrival of Alfie
our new (and much shorter!) dog for The Oaks. As
you will know The Oaks is our school provision for
young people with an Educational Health and Care
Plan (EHCP) for Autistic Disorder Spectrum. Alfie
does a sterling job every morning escorting some
Oaks members into school. Like with Harley, Alfie’s
presence on the school site is signaled by signage at
reception.

In September, St. Crispin’s Drama and Music
Department were invited to perform at Wellington
Colleges’ opening of the Annenberg Theatre. This
newly constructed multi-million theatre has won
awards for the excellence of its design. Our
students performed a medley from “Hamilton”
against other scholarship musicians. St. Crispin’s
performance was exceptional and indeed
showcased “Excellence from all” involved. It was a
very proud moment.

Happy Christmas
Finally, all that remains is to wish all our students
and families a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
Our last day is Wednesday 19th December with
students finishing from 12pm. Full details are on the
website.
All students return to school at 8.30am on Thursday
3rd January 2019.

Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

The last day of term is Wednesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Cycle Safety
Students cycling to and from
school are required to dismount
from their bikes whilst on the
school site.
At the end of this term, Mr
Elward spoke to students in
assemblies about the need for
showing respect to pedestrians
when walking to and from school along our narrow
footpaths and whilst in our car park areas. The
paths are not designated cycle paths and there are
“Cyclists dismount” signs posted to remind our
students for the need to walk their bikes.
Students were also reminded of the need to stay
safe when cycling. This includes the need to wear

helmets and ensure that they are visible in dark or
gloomy conditions. We recommend that all of our
cyclists follow the ‘tips for cycling on roads’ listed
on the website and below:
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/what-you-can-do/
cycling/cycling-safety-and-rules/road-safety-cyclists

Top tips for cycling on roads
1. Cycling safely
Follow the Highway Code – don’t jump red lights and don’t cycle on the pavement unless it’s a designated
cycle path.
 In wet weather watch your speed as surfaces may be slippery and it will take you longer to stop.
 Ride positively, decisively, and well clear of the kerb.
 Consider wearing a helmet.
 Keep your bike roadworthy.

2. Make sure motorists can see you

 Ride in a position where you can see and be seen.
 Use lights and consider wearing bright or reflective clothing, especially in towns, at night and in bad
weather.
 Make eye contact with other road users, especially at junctions, then you know they’ve seen you.
 Signal clearly at all times.
 Use your bell—not all pedestrians can see you.

3. Be aware of vehicles
Many collisions occur when a cyclist is on the inside of a vehicle which is turning left. Don’t assume the
vehicle is going straight ahead just because it isn’t signalling left. Always avoid ‘undertaking’ any vehicle in
this situation – it’s better to hang back until the vehicle has moved off.
Never cycle along the inside of large vehicles, such as lorries and buses, especially at junctions, where most
accidents happen.
When turning left, a lorry will often pull out to the right first, creating a wide gap between the vehicle and the
kerb. Many cyclists think it’s safe to ride into this space, but this is a dangerous place to be as the gap quickly
disappears when the lorry swings around to the left.

4. Cycle training
Cycle training is a good option if you are new to cycling or haven't cycled for a while. It will help you develop
skills and increase your confidence to tackle busier routes. To find out about local courses, phone
the National Cycle Training Helpline on 0844 736 8460/8461.

School news
Operating Theatre Live

As you step into the theatre, there's lights and
intense (catchy) music, machines you'd find in
hospitals, great big picture panels with a slide show
in the middle, and tables laid out with pupils sitting
around the room. You get equipped with a mask, a
hat, a gown, a clipboard and a stethoscope (which
we used to hear our own heartbeats which was
really cool!).
The operators then introduce themselves and
explain what Operating Theatre Live entails. We
were each issued a book to make notes on what we
learned. Did you know that 2kg of your body mass is
bacteria? Or that there are more viruses in a pint of
sea water than there are people on the planet? It's
fascinating!
The booklet studies through different parts of the
human body, such as the scientific names for the
different parts of the body, ie. anterior, superior
and proximal, then anaesthetics, the nervous
system, the brain, the heart and the digestive
system.
Our first hands on experience was where we were in
small groups with a dummy patient on the hospital
bed, and we had to read through their medical notes
in order to understand what was needed to proceed.
We talked to them to build doctor and patient
communication skills.
One thing we had to do was dispense a solution of
iodine onto them to ensure that there was as little
risk of infection as possible. We also had to calculate
the amount of medication the patient would need to
receive, as well as for the injection into their arm. We

put a hospital sheet used for real surgeries (anything
from a minor ingrown toenail surgery to a major
heart operation) on the dummy.
Our next practical was the dissection of a pig's head,
where the students removed the brain (surprisingly
small for such an intelligent animal), as well as the
eye of the pig (without piercing it during removal).
Our final practical was the examination and dissection
of a pig's vital organ tract, from the tongue to the
rectum, including the heart, lungs, stomach and liver.
At the end of Operating Theatre Live, we took a look
at the digestive system of a mammal, getting a closer
view at what all of us Earthlings are really made of.
Operating Theatre Live was a very interesting and
educational event. We dressed up as proper doctors
and surgeons, were each issued a booklet which we
were taught in detail about different parts of the
body, ie. the brain and the heart.
We learnt some very interesting facts, such as that
one cell in the body can be stretched to 2 and a half
metres long!
Finally, there was the digestive tract of a mammal,
which we were allowed a close inspection of.
Overall,
Operating
Theatre
Live
was a really
great
opportunity
and
helped
individuals to
gain a better
understanding
of this area of
expertise and
consider if they
would like to
continue it in
their futures to
come.
Imogen
Dowling
12ABN

School news
Love Wokingham Photography
success

Photo by James Richards

Photo by Emily Payler

In October the “Love Wokingham” Photo Awards
took place and St. Crispin’s students made it as
finalists. The Town Mayor was delighted to
present Emily Payler with her award for winner
in the special category for young people on the
subject of “Service to Others”. This category was
created by the The Arts Society Wokingham who
were happy to sponsor a £100 cheque and a
crystal award for that category. So well done
Emily. Another prize winner was Joseph Lovell
with James Richards as another finalist. All had
their work displayed at the exhibition.
Congratulations to all involved.

Photo by Joseph Lovell

Judo club
Recently, Mr Hatton (Head of Year 7) decided he
would like to start a Judo Club for students at St.
Crispin’s.
In order to find out the level of interest he ran
assemblies for Years 7-10.
He was helped by four students who regularly
attend Wokingham Judo Club on Saturday
mornings.
All four students helped Mr Hatton with many
demonstrations including various throws, holddowns, breakfalls and armlocks.
As a result over seventy students have registered
their interest in attending a club in school.
We are now hoping to get the funding we need
and are looking forward to learning more about
this amazing sport. Holly Collins 10JA
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School news
Senior Maths Challenge
Pupils at St. Crispin’s School achieved 2
gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze certificates in
this year’s UKMT Senior Maths Challenge.
Over 82,000 pupils from across the UK
returned scripts for the Senior Maths
Challenge with the top 10% receiving a
gold certificate, the next 20% silver and the next 30%
bronze.
Approximately 7,000 of the top students are invited to sit
one of the follow-on competition, the BMO1 or the Senior
Kangaroo. This included Year 13 students Kieran Kohtz and
Sam Anderson-Peled. Kieran also achieved recognition for
the best score in the school. The top performer in Year 12
was Ellie Wise.
The Senior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics
Trust and is supported by the Faculty of Actuaries.
2018 Senior Maths Challenge Results
Gold - Kieran Kohtz (Best in school, Best in Year 13,
through to Kangaroo round) Sam Anderson-Peled (through
to Kangaroo round)
Silver - Alice Frost, Lucas Altoft. Dominic Kelsey, Ellie Wise
(Best in Year 12), Miles Hendry, Megan Smith, Kya Fordham
Bronze - Dawson Wakely, Tom Leath, Charlie Weaver, Alex
Selby, James Coyle, Tom Bargery, Oliver Myers

The Foodie Group

Who Are We?
The Foodie Group is a big group of students from all
years. Being a Foodie is an amazing job and there
are so many reasons why.
What Do We Do?
In The Foodie Group, we look into our school’s

food, and the service of our restaurant at St.
Crispin’s.
What Are We Helping To Improve?
A Foodie’s job is to help improve the quality of the
food at the restaurant, and introduce new and
delicious foods.
Our Restaurant/Cucina:
Our School’s food is so mouth-watering it was given
the upgraded title: The Restaurant.
Not only this, but the chef at the restaurant is up
and cooking at 6:00am in the morning. As well as
this, he cooks everything from scratch!
Results So Far:
So far we have been discussing what new foods
would be good for the restaurant.
Safa 7JDA

Drama news
Autumn Gala

On Thursday 15th November, we held our annual
Autumn Gala which involved students from Year 7
all the way through to Year 13. The performance
presented a variety of styles including musical
theatre, pop and dance acts too. The show featured
solo acts from both lower and upper school; Freya
Griffiths (Year 8) sung ‘Pulled’ from The Addams
Family. Lucas Altoft (Year 13) sung Lost In The
Waves. As well as many solo acts, ensemble
numbers went down well. Dancers Sophie Akers
(Year 11) and Aimee Randall (Year 11) a diverse
range of style. There were numbers from ‘Waitress’
The Musical, The Greatest Showman and Hamilton.
The amount of praise and appreciation both staff
and students received after the show was
overwhelmingly positive.
Niall Casserly, Performing Arts Technician

Wellington College Concert
During September, our students had the opportunity
to perform a Hamilton medley from Hamilton The
Musical at the Wellington College Annenberg Gala
Concert.
Having the chance to perform at the opening
ceremony of Wellington’s new performing arts centre
was sensational. The theatre’s architecture was
beautiful with its surroundings and the interior was
simply breath-taking.
The venue accommodated 1,000 people and the
venue was filled with talent and a wide variety of
theatrical medias. To work alongside my peers, music
and drama staff was extremely enjoyable. To learn
such a popular piece of musical theatre and represent
St. Crispin’s was an honour.
It was arranged professionally by Zoe Farrow and Niall
Casserly and directed by Mrs West and Mr
Wolstencroft. Everyone’s dedication across a twoweek period ensured we pulled it off in a very short
period of time.
Performing in front of the large audience was really
promising and fuelled us with anticipation. I was
delighted to be working alongside some very gifted
vocalists and musicians.
To be a part of such a talented cohort was
phenomenal and to perform in front of so many was
extremely rewarding. I am so thankful to have been
able to contribute as the experience was out of this
world.
I was also very excited to showcase this medley at the
Autumn Gala.
Adam Hancock 10LWO

Music news
Carols in the community
On Tuesday 11th December, members of the Chamber Choir
took themselves and their carols out into the community,
with performances at the Sue Ryder Day Hospice, the
Windsor and Ascot wards at the hospital, and the
Westmead Day Service. Following the Christmas Concert on
5th December, a retiring donation was held in support of the
Hospice, and the day’s visit provided the ideal opportunity
to pass on a cheque of £150.00 raised for this most
worthwhile cause. Without a doubt, sharing music with
people who are less likely to be able to attend festive
concerts and services is of immense value; the students
were able to see first-hand the emotional impact that their
work had on those in this position, who clearly considered
their singing to be a very precious gift indeed.
Mr Nicholas Wolstencroft, Head of Music

Christmas Concert

There was such a magical atmosphere on the
night of the Christmas concert which took
place on 6th December. All of the participants
clearly had an amazing time, all rising to the
occasion to perform to the very best of their
ability. I think that all present would agree
that it truly was a night to remember. Being
a performer in the show myself, I had so
much fun playing up on stage, and it’s an
experience that I’ll never forget. With such a
large variety of different Christmas acts, it
was a shame that the night had to come to
an end! It was, however, the perfect way to
get into the Christmas spirit.
Kate Walsh 11AHY

Music news
Wellington College masterclasses

In October, I was invited to play in a masterclass at
Wellington College with Remus Azoitei, a Romanian
violinist and professor of violin at the Royal
Academy of Music in London.
I played Danse Espagnole, a very energetic piece
from the opera ‘La Vida Breve’ by Manuel de Falla.
Mr Azoitei was very complimentary, whilst helping
me with my posture and offering his opinion on
some of the musical details.
This opened my mind to how the piece could be
interpreted and played differently to change the
effect.
It was a very interesting and rewarding experience
that I am grateful to have had.
Emily St Clair 10EJA

I recently attended a masterclass at Wellington College
which was led by Donal Bannister, the principal
trombonist of the BBC National Orchestra of Wales.
After a group warm-up, involving all those who had
been invited to perform, I played through the piece I
had prepared as if performing in a concert. Following
some discussion and feedback from Donal, I played
some parts of the piece again to apply aspects of his
advice to my performance.
Although there were some suggestions that my teacher
and I later disagreed with, it was useful to hear similar
advice in terms of sound quality and posture. It was a
very different atmosphere to a ‘live performance’,
which gave me a chance to relax into my performance
and grow in confidence as time went on (my segment
of the masterclass lasted around 25 minutes). Overall,
it was very interesting to have a different professional
opinion about my playing, and I found my first
masterclass a very positive experience.
Hearing the feedback Donal gave to some of the other
performers also gave me some really good ideas about
things I could try to improve with my approach and my
playing.
Thomas Messer 13MHT

2019 Production announcement
The Drama and Music Departments
are excited to announce that the
2019 summer production will be

We Will Rock You
10th – 13th July 2019
Details about auditions have been
sent to parents/carers by email.
These details can also be found on
the Drama Department pages of the
website.
#ShowOfTheYear

School Council news
Wellington College Conference

Whole School Committee

Max and I (Headboy
and Girl) attended a
leadership conference
at Wellington College
on Friday 5th October.
This
conference
offered a fantastic
opportunity for us to
meet other head
pupils and share ideas on how to lead the student
body they are responsible for. The day covered key
skills such as leadership, public speaking and legacy.

Student members include Max Watson (Chair) and
committee members Alex Woolfe, Jamie Bell, Alon
Sayegh, Jed Patterson, Leo Giles and Josephine
Browning.
Over the past year, members of the student council
have been working on a project on how to eradicate
litter and graffiti in the Wokingham area. In total 5
pupils from St. Crispin’s presented this work to
Wokingham Town Council on Tuesday 13th
November. As a team we felt proud at getting to this
stage competing against a strong Emmbrook School
entry.
‘’Doing the litter and graffiti project has really made
me realise how big of an issue it is. I’m very thankful
for Max (the Headboy) and Mrs Bennetts (the Head
of Student Council) for giving me the opportunity to
come up with ideas to tackle this issue and present
them to the Wokingham Town Mayor and many
others from Wokingham Town Council.’’
Jamie Bell 9LBE

The conference at Wellington College was really
interesting. It was brilliant hearing how other
schools organised their leadership team and the
responsibilities individuals had. The speakers were
really engaging and informative and it was lovely to
work together with other schools.
Megan Adams 13JBA (Headgirl)

Student Council
Lower school (Years 7-11) have selected the new
incoming student council representatives.
The Head Team of Max, Megan, Mia and Joseph are
looking forward to working with the new student
body on a variety of projects over the coming
months.
Mrs Bennetts, Student Leadership Coordinator

Charity Committee
In the Charity Committee we have
been working with the Red Box
Project, a charity devoted to helping
reduce the effects of "Period
Poverty", and planning assemblies to
raise awareness. We've also been mapping out new
ideas for fundraising that could be more long term,
and different charities we could potentially work
with. The first charity event of the year was for
‘Save the Children’ when we held a Christmas
Jumper Mufti day! A total of £920.32 was raised.
Megan Adams 13JBA (Headgirl)

School Council news
Whole School Committee

‘Last week, as leader of the Whole School
Committee, I took my committee to the Town Hall
to present our ideas on the best methods of
eradication of litter and graffiti in the Wokingham
area to the town council. We delivered a 10 minute
presentation followed by a 5 minute period of
questions regarding our ideas. By doing so we have
been awarded a monetary prize for our efforts. I
was very proud of all the members of the
committee for all the hard work they have put into
this project as well as their professionalism on the
evening. Going forward we wish to implement our
ideas and create a short film that we can present to
discourage litter and graffiti in our school and the
surrounding area.
Max Watson 13AGR (Headboy)

Federation Committee

The Federation Committee of Joe Whittaker, Larissa
Kirby and Molly Procter planned the posters and
process for the election of St. Crispin’s rep to stand
for Wokingham Youth MP.
The speeches and first stage of the process took
place on Tuesday 20th November. Three candidates,
two from Year 11, Charlotte Stokes and Millie

Ireland and one student from Year 10, Cody Lee,
stood before the student council and discussed
their manifesto. Following the speeches, the
student council voted in their preferred
representative.
The candidate going forward with a majority of
votes is Charlotte Stokes. Charlotte will now
represent St. Crispin’s and will go up against other
candidates from across Wokingham Schools.
Those selected will take part in debates in
parliament over the next year and meet other Youth
MPs from around GB and Northern Ireland.
The Youth Parliament group provide opportunities
for 11-18 year olds to use their elected voice to
bring about social change through meaningful
representation and campaigning.
The elected student will represent the youth voice
of Wokingham and take part in discussing
important issues such as youth mental health,
votes for 16 and many more.
They will also have the opportunity to build a
working relationship with the local MP with many
Youth MPs often having regular meetings at the
House of Commons.

School news
The Great Big Tree Plantathon!
For the fifth year, students at St. Crispin’s have
taken part in planting a variety of tree species
around the school site. The trees were kindly
donated by the Woodland Trust. Nearly 400 small
saplings have been planted around the school site,
which over time will add Autumnal colour, food for
local wildlife and shelter for beneficial insects.
Students in Years 7 and 12, along with students
from the Oaks, picked up their spades and braved
the rotten weather to get planting.
Over the winter the saplings will mostly be
dormant, but the wet weather will give them a
good start and we will see new foliage
breakthrough in the spring. Many of our trees for
each of the previous planting events are well
established now and along with the wild flower
seeds we have planted, are helping our Biodiversity

area take shape
and grow in
diversity.
The
science
technicians have
restored
our
pond
to
its
former beautiful
state,
showcasing
a
range of aquatic
plants
and
planted
more
trees in this area
which will create
a
small
hedgerow. Dr Daniel Rose, Head of Science

During the Summer Term,
3M hosted a competition
for schools and two, then
Year 7, students were keen to take part.

us with our project. We had to present our design
to the judges at 3M. We were a bit nervous to start
with but once we started to explain how our design
worked we really enjoyed ourselves. We were really
pleased to find out we got through to the final.
Our parents were invited to the finals and we had to
arrive early with the other schools to set up our
display. The judges came round to speak to us about
our work and how we came up with the idea. We
were really pleased when we came second. We got
£50 and a certificate as our prize. We are going to
continue to work on our design to improve it.
Written by two Year 8 students pictured left.

STEM news

We designed and developed a product for visually
impaired people. The idea was to let a person know
when their glass was full. However we went one
step further, the product emitted a sound that
increased in volume as the liquid was getting closer
to the top. We wrote a programme for the micro
bit and designed a casing to hold the microbit with
probes attached. The probes were inserted into the
cup. Mr Crombie, our STEM ambassador, supported

Lego Mind Storm donation
We would like to send our sincere thanks to Cadence
Design Systems in Bracknell who have sponsored our
Robotics Club in the form of purchasing Lego
Mindstorm robot kits.
The club now need to prepare for
the competition day which takes
place in February.
Robotics Club meet every Thursday
after school. See Mrs Beglin for full
details.

Year 7 news
Summer Arts Project
During the summer holidays, a selection of current
Year 7 students were nominated by their primary
schools to take part in the Summer Arts Transition
Project. The artist worked with the children to
explore ideas about themselves, using different
materials including painting, printing, collage and
drawing. Some examples of the students’ work can
be seen to the right.
Ms Rhodes, was delighted to award all the
students with their certificates at the beginning of
the Autumn term.
In the summer I visited St. Crispin’s Art
Department and went into room A2. I made a tiny
zoo out of scrap material and bits and bobs. In the
zoo were wolves, zebras and horses. I loved having
the opportunity to be creative and to make things.
Chelsea L’Estrange 7DCO
During the summer holidays, Chelsea and I visited
St. Crispin’s school to do some art. We both had
the chance to make a tiny zoo. I made it out of
cardboard and then painted it afterwards. It was
good fun and I also got to make new friends. I
would love to work there.
Courtney L’Estrange 7CBR

The Great European Bake Off
To celebrate the official European Day of
Languages, our MFL Department organised a
European Bake Off. Students were asked to
prepare their best European style bakes which
would be judged by staff. Superb effort by all and
some of the show stoppers are shown here.

Year 7 news
Learning Disabilities Day
more aware of how other people feel and how to
treat everyone equally.’
Isobel, Mille, Menery, Hake R and Liam S 7ECO
‘I learnt that over one million people in the UK
have a learning disability. I was already aware that
we should treat everyone the same but I think it
helps to remind everyone to be more
understanding.’
Blanaid, Todd, Ben W 7ECO
During November, Year 7 students were offered the
opportunity to participate in a workshop on
learning disabilities.
These workshops were delivered by CLASP, (the
Caring, Listening and Supporting Partnership), a self
-advocacy group for people with learning disabilities
and the aim was to make pupils more aware of the
stigma surrounding learning difficulties and how
they can be tolerant/considerate within society as a
whole.
‘On Tuesday 27th November, the whole of Year 7
made their way to the Lecture Theatre for a one
hour workshop about learning disabilities.
During the workshop we were given cards with
nicknames on them. We then had to sort them into
piles - good and bad.
I felt it was very informative and now everyone
knows about being more aware of the people
around them and the difficulties they may be
having.’
Leah R & Noah M 7ECO
‘We enjoyed the activities during the morning and
also how interactive the speakers were. They taught
us a very important message that people with
special needs should be treated the same as
everyone else.’
William R, Charlie P and Tara P 7ECO
‘We enjoyed listening to the guest speakers and
hearing a different point of view that we might not
have thought about before.
We now understand that it can be hard to fit in
with a disability. The speeches definitely made us

‘We enjoyed listening to the information about
learning disabilities. It is important for us to know
that everyone needs to be equal.
Thank you to the speakers for coming to our
school and talking to us.’
Ben, Chloe, Annalea, Albert 7ECO
‘We all enjoyed the Disability Awareness morning
very much. It opened our hearts to those who are
less fortunate than us and may struggle at school.
We learnt that there are over one million disabled
people in the UK. Some extremely offensive words
can be used towards disabled people and we must
spread awareness to get this stopped now.‘
Thomas G, Connor O’D, Callum V 7ECO
‘Coming out of the Disability morning we learnt
that there are now over one million people in the
UK with a disability and that you should not make
fun of them.
We also learnt that they are no different from
anyone else and we should treat them the same.
We also found out that a large majority of people
that are disabled, get bullied which we must try
and stop.’
Freddie T, Stanley H, Holly T, Daniel R 7ECO
‘During the Disability morning we learnt that 88%
of people with disabilities go to mainstream
schools. 94% of these students have a learning
programme to help them. We also learnt to think
about whether certain names would be offensive
to people with disadvantages.’
Liam & Miles 7ECO

Year 7 news
Salisbury Cathedral and Slough Central Mosque
In October, we (Year 7) travelled to Salisbury Cathedral and Slough
Mosque. First, we visited the Cathedral in Salisbury. It was grand and eyecatching from the outside and on the inside, it was a work of art. Whilst
we were there we looked at the key features of the building and then we
looked at some of the artefacts that were there. We were then given a
tour, which lasted for an hour, to look at all of the amazing architecture
and soon after we got on the coach and had lunch. It was a very fun
experience at the Cathedral and hopefully the next Year 7s will enjoy it as
well.
Luke Lohan 7EGI
On 11th October, Year 7 went on a trip to Slough Mosque. When we first
arrived, we were greeted by the people from the mosque and asked to
take our shoes off as they think it is important to keep the mosque clean.
After that, we were given a speech about the basics of being Muslim.
We were then split into our groups and
did some fun activities: we talked about
some key beliefs within Islam such as
how our parents are important, dressed
up in traditional Muslim clothes, learnt
to write our names in Arabic, washed
in the wudu room and had a delicious
snack. This was an interesting
experience and we learnt a lot.
Tilly McArthur 7EGI

Year 7 news
Oakwood Teambuilding
During October, all
Year 7 students
had
the
opportunity
to
participate in a
teambuilding event
at Oakwood Youth
Challenge.
Activities
were
completed in tutor groups and hoped to provide Year 7 students with
the opportunity to get to know one another and aid their transition to
St. Crispin’s.
How we felt?
The minute we got into the mini-bus, all of us were thrilled and pumped
with adrenaline. The team arrived and waited patiently for further
instructions. We got put into different groups with different activities to
start with. The three activities we took part in were: archery, low ropes
and wall climbing.

Activities
The majority of us enjoyed low ropes while others took pleasure in
climbing and archery. Climbing took place inside on a 10 metre climb
ending with abseiling.
Low ropes was outside and it was a competition with everyone helping
each other. Archery was set up outside with the target approximately 15
metres away.
Dom Csomos and Melanie Graniero-Ager 7EGI

Year 7 news
A Tour of the Globe

visited the shop next door. After lunch
we had a tour guide that showed us
around the theatre. Inside we had a
drama lesson which was really fun.
Angus Heyler 7CBR

On Tuesday 13th November we got on the coach at
school to go to The Globe Theatre. It took about an
hour and a half to get to London. Once we arrived
we walked about two minutes to the Globe and

In November we went to the Globe
Theatre on a school trip. It was really fun
and we learnt a lot about the theatre. It
was made in 1599 and it had a hole in the
roof because back then they didn’t have
any light. They used to perform at lunchtimes so the
lighting was just right. It was a really good day.
Lily Eggletton 7HMA

PiXL Edge
As we got invited into the IT room, we got
introduced to an application called PiXL Edge.
Mr Blyth was the teacher doing the task. He
set us the instructions to find a topic that
interests us and that we could do as a helper,
such as, helping at a care home, walking dogs,
leading a gaming team and many other ways
to help you make a decision that helps you
have a good time and enjoy yourself. I have
managed to help out working with dogs. Ryan
and his friend went and got together to host a
gaming team. Everyone in 7EGI did a good job
in choosing an activity to participate in.
Dom & Ryan 7EGI

Year 8 news
Day trip to France
On 11th October (at 5.00
am!) the students of
Year
8
begun
a
marvellous journey to
France.
The beginning of the
journey was slow and
tiresome due to the
early start; however,
after one hour, coincidently when we were allowed
to eat, the coach came to life.
When we got to the Eurotunnel, most were either
excited to get off the coach, others not so. After we
got off the Eurotunnel there were cheers of “we’re
in France!!”.
The market was where we went first and we
eventually got to the seemingly small market place.
As we ventured through the market, we found it
was a lot larger than we first thought. There were
stalls everywhere! They sold everything from fresh
chicken to neon jumpers.
Next stop was the hypermarket. We weren’t sure
about the hypermarket from its graffiti appearance;
however when we got inside of the building, there
were gasps of amazement in tribute to its sleek and
gargantuan appearance inside.
In the main shop were everyday items and lots of

On Tuesday 9th October we had a fantastic
opportunity to listen to a talk from
paralympian Aaron Phipps. We all found it
very inspirational because he lost his legs
and fingers aged 15 to meningitis, but he
never gave up. Not only did he play
wheelchair rugby for GB in the 2012
Paralympics, he also climbed Mount
Kilimanjaro unaided, by crawling on his
hands and knees, even though he had
been told to give up. He has achieved so
many goals and he made me think that
you should always have something to aim
for and just believe in yourself. He has
made us understand that just because
drastic things can happen in your life, you
can always keep trying and to also never
give up. Phoebe Allen 8JMU

food. Some people thought it was necessary to buy
a 10 pack of 5 foot baguettes!
There were other shops too, like Check’s: a sweet,
waffle, ice cream and slushi shop!
Subsequent to leaving the hypermarket, we went
to a small bakery. In the bakery, we learned how
they make bread and how to fold croissants. But
most importantly, we all got to eat a pain au
chocolat and a croissant.
Our final stop was a seaside town, where we saw
some of France’s historical buildings and some of
their amazing modern architecture.
Apart from the tired coach journey, this concluded
our fabulous French trip/experience.
Thank you to all of the staff who gave up their normal
days to help with and join us on the trip.
Lily Rose 8CCO

Aaron Phipps Paralympian

Year 8 news
Fun With Maths

In November, students were
treated to a morning of Maths
from Andrew Jeffrey who came
in to perform his award-winning
stage show.
He demonstrated different
techniques the children could
use to help with their maths
work.
The Magic Message philosophy
is
that
everyone
is
a
mathematician. Some of us
need
more
help
and
encouragement than others, either to teach or to
learn.
Your Magical Mind is a motivational show
demonstrating to students how the human mind
(i.e. theirs) can be trained to perform extraordinary
mental feats such as lightning calculation, memory,
mind-reading, teleportation, accurately predicting
future events, and so on. Throughout the show
Andrew explains how fabulous and talented every
single member of the audience is, and even teaches
them to perform their own extraordinary feats of
memory! *
*Courtesy of http://www.andrewjeffrey.co.uk/)

by the number of pairs you have
(50). Your answer is 5050!
He was very funny and his tricks
were very impressive!
Harry Streich 8CCO
He showed us a trick where a
member of the audience had to
guess his age. He then predicted
the age which the girl wrote down
by writing numbers on a grid. He
added these numbers up by
showing us an easy way.
First, find any number bonds to 10. Then add on the
biggest numbers first. All the columns and rows
added up to 42 which was his age and the age that
was guessed – it was very clever! I am going to use
this method to help me in my maths lessons as it was
so quick!
Victoria Popova 8ESO

He told us methods to help with our times tables.
One I remember is for the 9 times tables. You write
down 0 to 9 going down the page, then you write 9 to
0 next to the first column of numbers going up the
page. The numbers on your page are the nine times
tables! I now use this method to help in my maths
Andrew showed us a magic trick. He lit a card, lessons.
threw it in the air and it disappeared! When he He also showed us an illusion. He drew a picture of
opened his hand, it turned into a £10 note!
his wife, which looked like a man with a moustache.
He showed us a maths trick to add up the numbers When he turned it upside down, it was a picture of a
from 1 to 100. You have to pair the numbers up princess!
smallest with the biggest. Each pair add up to 101 Lydia Gammon 8AWS
you times this number by 100 and divide your answer

Year 9 news
A Day at the Museums
The Year 9 STEM trip was to the Science and the
Natural History Museum. At the Science Museum
we visited the latest exhibition, The Sun: Living with
our Star which had opened just a few days before
our trip so we were one of the first schools to visit.

We found out that the sun is set at the centre of our
solar system, and viewed 3,000-year-old artefacts
and found out about upcoming space missions and
even a nuclear fusion reactor. We basked in sunlight
on an indoor beach, tried on historic sunglasses in a
digital mirror, and watched the Sun rise around the
world on a huge illuminated display as we explored
the fascinating story of humankind’s relationship
with our closest star.
Next we explored the extraordinary lives and deaths
of Tsar Nicholas II and his family and got to go
behind the scenes to uncover the science behind
one of the greatest mysteries of the 20th century.
We found out about the huge influence of medicine
on the imperial family during this period, from the
young Tsarevich Alexei’s haemophilia B—a rare
blood condition passed down from Queen Victoria—
to the Tsarina’s mental health, and the influence of
doctors as well
as
spiritual
advisers
including
the
infamous mystic
Rasputin.
Next we went to
the
Natural
History Museum

and through dramatic film footage, exhibits,
interactive games and the famous earthquake
simulator, explored how the powers within shape
the world in which we live in the Volcanoes and
Earthquakes gallery. We also saw lava bombs,
volcanic glass hair and crystals created under
intense pressure beneath Earth's surface. We also
had free time to visit the museum shops where you
could buy Charles Darwin Christmas decorations.
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of Technology
Recently Year 9 went to the Natural History and the
Science Museum.
I liked them both a lot as I am interested in
dinosaurs and space so I really enjoyed the trip. We
did the Science Museum first and we saw a lot of
interesting things
in the first section.
The next bit we
looked at was a
room called The
Sun
that
had
recently
opened
and it told us a lot
about The Sun.
Then we went to
the space bit (my favourite bit) and saw and learnt a
lot about space and rockets. We had lunch at the
Natural History Museum and then we went upstairs
to learn about earthquakes and volcanos. They had
an earthquake simulator that was lots of fun. Finally
we went into the dinosaur area and saw an
automatic T-Rex!
I think my favourite part was the dinosaur part!
Luke Matthews 9MME

Year 10 news
Year 10 Animal Care
Year 10 Animal Care students have
had two great opportunities this term
to find out about organisations who
work with animals. During October,
we were visited by Phil and Sandy
from the RSPCA, not to check out the
welfare of my bearded dragon as
someone suggested (he is healthy!)
but to teach students about the role
of the RSPCA and to explain how
animals are rescued.
The students got to ask questions
about the organisation and some
even dressed up as RSPCA officers to
rescue some rather aggressive
animals….
Later on, they were visited by The
Guide Dog association who spoke to
them about the roles of guide dogs
and how they help the well being of
people who are blind or partially
sighted. They then got to greet the
very friendly guide dog!
The guide dog was named Hesta and the owner was Tony. He was a
fantastically inspirational speaker, talking about how he still manages to
go on regular trips abroad despite being almost totally blind and nearly
deaf. He engaged the students brilliantly with stories of his great bond
with Hesta and the teamwork they show on a daily basis and the students
listened intently even asking some of their own well thought out
questions. They got to pet Hesta at the end, though I’m not sure they
enjoyed quite how much she wanted to lick their hands!

Just Around The Corner
Students from our Year 10 Animal Care had great fun visiting and handling
animals at the Rehoboth Centre / Just Around the Corner (JAC).
They met with dogs, horses, donkeys, goats, chickens and ducks in order
to develop their handling skills of these animals.
The students were really engaged and well behaved, although there were
requests to bring a donkey back to the school! The highlight for one Year
10 boy however, was a small fluffy rabbit, that in his words was “so
cute!”. Not the typical thing you hear on a daily basis from Year 10
students, but fantastic to see them engaged in the course.
Dr Daniel Rose, Head of Science

Year 11 news
Adventure in Berlin

At 3am on Wednesday 10th October the majority of
Year 11 GCSE History students took their seats for
one of the longest coach journeys they would ever
have to do. But after a few naps and stops at petrol
stations, what was imagined to be a painfully long
journey was not too bad.
We arrived at our hotel in Berlin at 10pm, local
time, and went straight up to our rooms to get
some ‘well deserved’ sleep.
Thursday was a very busy day, starting at 7am to eat
our breakfast, make our lunch and hop back on to
the coach to the Brandenburg Gate.
On our way we stopped at several memorial statues
that played a key part in modern German history,
including stepping over the brickwork in the road
which represented the split between east and west
Berlin. It was pretty surreal!
We continued to walk our way around Berlin
stopping to look and discuss more landmarks and
sites that play a huge part in our GCSE course.
At around midday, we made our way to our next
destination which was the Sachsenhausen Nazi
detention camp. When we arrived the atmosphere
was significantly different to what it was half an
hour before.
Our tour guide showed us around, told some stories
about particular individuals at the camp and let us
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absorb just a fraction of what it would have felt like
to be at the camp during Hitler’s reign.
After our overwhelming visit, we headed off bowling
for the evening which even the teachers took part in
(they became quite competitive!).
Friday marked our second, and last, day in Berlin. All
of about seventy of us got on a busy train to the
Berlin Olympic Stadium to learn about its role in 1936
and why it was so important to Hitler.
Then we got back on the train to visit our last few
destinations of the day which was the remaining,
standing sections of the Berlin Wall and also
Checkpoint Charlie.
It was intriguing to finally be in the place where we
had read so much about in our lessons and it was
definitely a trip to remember.
After visiting the much requested Mall of Berlin, we
sped our way to the Reichstag which played a
tremendous part in Hitler’s rise to power.

www.crispins.co.uk
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Year 11 news
Adventure in Berlin continued
We watched the
day come to a
close with the
beautiful sunset,
set behind the
skyline of such an
amazing city, on
top
of
the
parliamentary
building. Just over the road, we ate our last German
meal of the trip and walked back to the hotel to
collect our bags.

As we got back on the coach to come home, the
dreaded thoughts of another 18 hour coach journey
filled us again. However, like before, it went by
relatively quickly as most of us slept for at least a
few hours.
As the last few woke back up from a quick nap after
the Euro Tunnel, we arrived in Wokingham. It was
sad to see such an immensely fun and jam packed
few days be behind us but the memories that
remain with us will not be forgotten.
Phoebe Payne 11KBN

Dates for the diary
First day of Spring Term - Thursday 3rd January

Monday 7th January - Deadline for Sixth Form
applications
Thursday 10th January - Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 13th February - Year 13 Biology trip to
London Zoo
Half term - Monday 18th Friday 22nd February
Monday 25th February - Inset Day

Monday 14th - Wednesday 23rd January - Sixth Form Pre
Tuesday 26th February - Year 11-13 Art Galleries trip
Public Exams
Wednesday 27th February - Sunday 3rd March - Year 12
Wednesday 16th January - PTA meeting
Barcelona trip
Thursday 17th January - Year 9 Options Evening

Thursday 28th February - Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 23rd - Friday 25th January - School
production auditions

Friday 1st March -Trips Day

Friday 25th January - Year 10 Animal Care trip

Friday 1st March - Deadline to accept Sixth Form offer

Thursday 31st January - Year 7 Self Esteem Focus Day

Thursday 7th March - German Exchange Information
Evening

Friday 1st February - PTA Quiz Night

Tuesday 12th March - PTA meeting

Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th February - Year 11 Business
Studies VCERT exams

Thursday 14th March - Year 10 Cancer Awareness Talk

Tuesday 5th February - Year 12 Barcelona Parents’
meeting

Monday 18th March - Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 5th February - Robotics Club Lego Mind Storm
competition

Wednesday 27th March - Year 13 Business Industry trip

Wednesday 6th February - Year 11-13 Photography trip

Wednesday 27th March - Year 7 Drugs Awareness Focus
Day and Evening Parents’ meeting

Thursday 7th February - Year 11 and Sixth Form Group
Photographs
Thursday 7th February - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 12th February - Year 9 Options deadline
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Thursday 14th March - Ski Trip Information Evening
Thursday 21st March - Spring Concert

Thursday 28th March - Thursday 4th April - German
Exchange

Friday 5th April - Last day of Spring Term
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Sixth Form news
Selwyn College Presentation
On 13th September, Dr Matt Wise delivered a
presentation on the vital aspects of the University
of Cambridge and universities in general, specifying
Cambridge’s unique system and how it differs to
other Russell Group Universities.
My future ambitions are to achieve all my
expectations in A levels with success in every
subject and also experiences outside of Sixth Form.
With the hope I achieve my desired target grades, I
will apply to either Cambridge or Oxford University,
developing my knowledge with a degree in either
Geography or Economics.
When the Sixth Form offered this wider curricular
opportunity, I decided to attend because I was
extremely intrigued in my options after A levels and
realised I lacked knowledge of this.

The talk educated me on the basics of the system
and allowed me to understand the support given by
the university, with the example of supervisions and
social group support.
This presentation definitely made me more excited
and dedicated to my current learning as the desire to
attend Cambridge has grown significantly.
Dawson Wakely 12ABS

Year 13 Future Focus Day
On behalf of the Year 13s, we would again like to say
a massive thank you to Charles for taking his time to
come and talk to us.
Jessica Harvey 13AGR

On 11th October, Year 13, who are choosing the
apprenticeship route, were visited by Major Charles
Elsey in order to master interviewing techniques for
the start of apprenticeship applications. We spent
the whole day gaining knowledge of the ‘Do’s and
Don’ts’ when in an interview. The information was
very helpful and made us consider how we can
present ourselves in a way which supports us in
achieving success. One student said ‘The experience
with the Major was good! We got an insight into
how an interviewer views the interviewee based on
their grammar and body language.’
@Crispins6thForm
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My future ambition is to go to university and study
Engineering. I would like to study Engineering as I
have always been interested in how things work.
When I was younger I would always take things apart
and see if I knew what was going on. I would like to
either study electrical and electronic engineering or
structural engineering.
During Future Focus day we heard from Stefano,
from the University of Surrey, who reminded us all
about the UCAS application process as well as how to
improve our personal statements. I was struggling
with my statement and found the day useful as I was
able to improve it by re-structuring it and replace
some of my sentences with more effective ones.
Stefano also talked to us about student finance and I
learnt a lot about where my money will go once I am
at university. I was quite shocked by some of the
costs of bills and food and was glad to learn some
good money saving tips!
Daniel Maunder 13KM
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sixth Form news
Apprenticeship talk

On Tuesday
27th
of
November a former student
of St. Crispin’s came in to
talk to the Sixth Formers
about his success in his
apprenticeship at Cadent
Gas.
He talked about how he
discovered
the
apprenticeship and how he
managed to secure his position, along with
what his typical week at the job would look
like and the specifics of how he was paid. He
also mentioned the packages available to
him in order to ensure his wellbeing in all
aspects.
This was followed by a demonstration on a
dead circuit that he had made himself.
The session was extremely helpful and
informative and to see what life is like as an
apprentice and all the benefits that come
from it. I am now more inclined to further
look into apprenticeships. It was also nice to
see the success of a former student as it was
a nice source of inspiration.
Atharva Patil 12ABN
@Crispins6thForm

For one of our skills
development sessions
we had a former
member of the Sixth
Form come back to talk
to us about the
opportunities she has
had since she left and
how she was finding it.
Last year’s Head Girl,
Amy Shute, took time to come in and tell us all about her
apprenticeship at British Airways.
I chose to attend the session as I am not yet sure what I
would like to do in the future so finding out other peoples
experiences is really useful.
Amy went through all the different aspects of her
apprenticeship and told us about what she is learning and
how she was finding it.
It was fascinating to learn about all of the different options
available within the world of business and it was also good to
learn about the day to day life of an apprentice. She was very
honest and inspiring.
The session definitely gave me some more ideas to think
about that would be open to me in the future.
Grace Murphy 12NH

St.Crispin’s School
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Sixth Form news
Teambuilding at Dinton Pastures
On Thursday 11th October 2018, Year 12 were given
the opportunity to go on a team building trip with
our peers. We travelled by coach to Dinton where
we received a very warm welcome from the
members of staff. There were three main activities
during the day: raft building, canoeing and
orienteering.
My group were allocated to do raft building as our
first activity. Our guides explained how to build a
raft and helped us to organise the different
materials needed. This was an exciting and
interactive activity that helped everyone build our
communication and team working skills. We really
were put out of our comfort zone! The next activity
was orienteering, where we went around
Dinton trying to find specific wooden poles
with numbers on them. This required more
team work and clear communication skills. It
was a lovely opportunity to enjoy the scenery
and build friendships.
We finished off with the best activity: a
canoeing trip around Dinton Lakes. There was
a massive game of water football in which
everyone participated. Overall it was
worthwhile trip and allowed people to work
with people that we don’t usually
communicate with. I would highly recommend
the day to all new Year 12s!
Carron Peprah 12RWS

Sixth Form dates for the diary 2019
7th January - Deadline for Sixth Form
applications

28th February – Year 13 Parents’ Evening

5th Feb – Year 12 Barcelona trip parents meeting

1st March - Year 13 Study Day

7th February – Sixth Form photos

w/c 4th March - Headteam hustings

1st March - Year 12 Ace Your Exams Day

13th February – Year 13 Science London Zoo trip 5th April – Headteam for 2019/2020 announced
26th February - Year 12/13 Art galleries trip
5th April - Last day of term

27th February - 3rd March - Year 12 Barcelona
trip
@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Kenya Wilderness trip
Children’s’ Home and met Meir whom St. Crispin’s
have been sponsoring throughout her education.
Whilst there our students helped on the farm,
painted the children’s dorms and even taught
lessons at the local school. This was of course
between all the games of football, singing and other
fun activities taking place with the children staying
there.

This summer 29 students from Year 11 and 12 set
off to Kenya for 3 weeks of expedition. The trip
included physical challenges such as climbing Mount
Kenya, Africa’s second highest mountain, as well as
project work and a little rest and recuperation too.
Both teams had prepared well for the expedition
and had planned their own itineraries with the help
of their group leaders from Wilderness Expertise
and staff from St. Crispin’s.
The expedition started and finished in Nairobi,
Kenya’s capital. For the 3 weeks the teams toured
across the South East of the country taking in breath
-taking mountains, vast savannah and the tropical
rural farmland surrounding Kisii.
The students battled altitude, freezing temperatures
and tough terrain whilst climbing Mount Kenya.
One team successfully summited point Lenana at
4,995m above sea level. Unfortunately, the other
team were snowed off on their attempt but did
reach the highest camp and saw the mountain in its
full splendour. The project phase was a powerful
experience for all involved. We stayed at Keumbu
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An unforgettable experience motivating our
students to get involved with further charity work
to support the home and school and possibly make
a return visit! After all of this everyone deserved a
well-earned rest, and what better to do than go on
safari? One team headed to the Masaai Mara and
the other to Meru overlooked by Mount Kenya.
Together we saw; elephants, buffalo, rhinos,
vultures, lions, hyenas, we were even lucky enough
to see a leopard up a tree with its kill. All and all a
fantastic expedition. Many thanks to Wilderness
Expertise, the St. Crispin’s staff and the amazing
students who really made the most of the
opportunity and created some life long memories.
Mr Keith Morrison—Trip Leader
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Sixth Form news
Kenya Wilderness trip continued
On the current Year 12 & 13 trip to Kenya for a three
-week expedition, students and teachers alike
learned a lot about teamwork, living off less and
independence.
Students were stripped of their phones and forced
to interact with each other which lead to several
games of UNO and questionably legit card games
that developed as we travelled to different places.
Our first stop after a few days relaxing including a
boat trip on Lake Naivasha was the greatest
challenge of the trip, climbing Mt Kenya.
The trek really put things in perspective as we were
forced to push past obstacles such as altitude
sickness, fatigue and the inconsistent temperature.
Our next stop was the orphanage (the Keumbu
Rehema Children’s Home) where Meir, the girl the
school sponsors, lives when she’s not boarding. We
got to meet her and all her brothers and sisters as
well as the overly generous Pastor Robert and his
wife who run the orphanage.
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During this time,
we played games
with them and
taught at their
school
(Emmanuel
Lights Academy)
which gave us a
deep
and
personal insight
to their way of
life.
To end the trip,
we spent a few
days on Safari
where
zebras
became just as
normal as sheep and each day we saw something
new from sleeping lions and leopards perched up in
trees to elegant giraffes and elephants.
We were all surprised about how connected we
became with the people we met and people we
were surrounded by from the start of the trip.
Some of us are looking to return or travel some
more and others will treasure the memories and
experiences we had which will provide us with skills
for later life.
If you are looking to get in touch with or donate to
the orphanage, please contact the school for more
information.
Daisy Mason 12ABS
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Sixth Form news
Safe Drive Stay Alive

On 7th November 2018, our school plus many
others, went to the “Safe Drive Stay Alive”
presentation at the Hexagon in Reading.
The presentation consisted of victims involved in
car accidents telling their experiences to the
audience.
At the beginning of the talk, the start of a short film
was projected. This was about young adults who
were in a car crash due to primarily distractions
and alcohol and drug use. The short film would
pause every few minutes and a speaker would
come out. For example, when showing the scene of
the ambulance turning up, the film paused and a
paramedic then appeared and told a tragic story
that they had witnessed and been involved in. In
our opinion the presentation was particularly eye
opening, and very emotional.
The seriousness of driving was brought to our
attention, especially when at the end a disabled
young girl, who had been involved in a crash a few
years ago, came out and shared her personal,
tragic experience.
Personally, we found that driving is not a case of
joking about, it is in fact a dangerous aspect in
adult life, if not undertaken in a mature manner.
We think that the Safe Drive event is a very
important event to attend because it shows the
reality of driving, and that anything can happen to
anyone, so therefore is a useful thought to have in
the back of your mind when you start learning to
drive.
Holly Whitton 12ABN
@Crispins6thForm
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Year 13 trip to Kew Gardens

On Monday 8th October, the Year 13 Applied Science
and Biology classes were given the opportunity to visit
the world-leading Botanic gardens at Kew. The trip
offered a range of different activities, directly related
to our courses.
To begin the day, we were given the freedom to look
around the greenhouses which contain a diverse
collection of plants from different climates around the
world.
We then had the chance take on the role of an
Ecologist by using a random sampling method,
involving quadrats, to calculate Simpson’s index of
diversity for two different areas.
Then, following lunch at the café, the afternoon
consisted of a session where we learnt about the
evolution and adaptations of plants living in different
climates. Overall, the day was a brilliant opportunity
to further our understanding of
some of the topics studied in
our courses.
Mr Sean Hatton, Teacher of
Science/Head of Year 7
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Sixth Form news
Student profiles - UCAS applications

This term, 76 of our Year 13 students submitted an
application through UCAS. Sighs of relief rang
through the Sixth Form Centre as the months of
workshops, research, university visits and parents’
information evenings came to fruition.

We are so proud of the varied and incredibly
impressive applications that we submitted, and it is
a joy to see students now working hard to achieve
their ambitions.
Of course, many students are building equally
impressive CVs for apprenticeship applications and
you will hear about these in our summer
newsletter. For now, please take a moment to read
about just a small selection of the applications
submitted…
Mrs Carly Collett, Head of Sixth Form

Subjects studying: Maths, Further Maths, Computer Science
Courses applied for: Computer Science
Top university choice: Bath
My ambitions: My workplace ambition is to become a cybersecurity
investigator or networking engineer, working either freelance or with an
industry-leading firm such as F-Secure. A degree in Computer Science will
not only facilitate finding jobs such as these, but will lend me a diverse yet
developed skillset covering a broad area within the field. This could
potentially allow me to change careers later in life, or specify into a
particular area if required.
Application process: When completing my UCAS application, I was lucky to
have the full support of the entire St. Crispin’s community, from my friends
who cringed at the first eight drafts of my personal statement, to my subject
teachers who were always happy to help any way they could. Whilst the
personal statement was by far the most challenging part of the application
process it was also the most interesting, allowing me to review the last few
years of my life, and critically assess my own skills. By the time the
statement had reached the thirteenth draft, I no longer had any doubts
about it (due mostly to the incredible support from teachers), and so felt no
nervousness when hitting the final ‘submit’ button. The nervousness came
two days later when the school forwarded the application to UCAS and I
spent the next six days anxiously refreshing the UCAS Track page. Since then,
I’ve received offers from all five of my choices, including an unconditional
offer from Nottingham. I’m excited to finalise my choices in the coming
months and am eager to see what next year will hold.
My top tip: Get it sent off as early as possible! It’s so much weight off your
shoulders the moment you hit submit and also means you may get offers
long before other applicants even hit send.

@Crispins6thForm
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Sixth Form news
Student profiles—UCAS applications
Subjects studying: Philosophy and Ethics, Psychology
and English Literature
Course applied for: Law
Top university choice: Cambridge

My ambitions:
I aspire to becoming a barrister, so studying law would
be a means to achieving my objective.
The application process:
Submitting my application early meant that there was a
little bit of pressure in trying to get it ‘completely right’.
With the support of my teachers and my tutor, I was
able to write and edit my personal statement until I was
happy to send it off. Currently, I have received offers
from Southampton and Queen Mary’s. Having sat the
LNAT recently, I will be expecting responses from
others. To my immense relief, I have also received a
Cambridge interview, which while it seems quite
daunting at the moment, I hope it will go well.
My top tip:
Get as much interview practice as possible, get people to
grill you on your personal statement and know your
subject through and through; it’ll help you calm your
nerves and you’ll be more prepared.
Subjects studying: Maths, Further Maths, Computing, Physics
Course applied for: Physics
Top university choice: Oxford
My ambitions: To continue my degree into a career in Physics doing
research into new areas.
The application process:
I found the application process took longer than I expected as my
personal statement went through many iterations. Working together
with friends on the application helped finalise it and find errors.
Further through the application process I have completed 2 interviews
which were interesting and I felt went well. I have since received three
out of five of my offers, one of which was reduced by 2 grades due to
my performance at interview.
My top tip:
Make sure to get your personal statement started early to be able to
pass it through as many people as possible.
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Sixth Form news
Subjects studying: English Literature, Philosophy and
Ethics, History
Course applied for: Law
Top university choice: University of Surrey

Student profiles

My ambitions: In the future, I hope to train as a solicitor
with a firm that specialises in Environmental Law. I chose
to take the university route because it is a traditional
pathway for law and I think it is important to grow both
individually and academically before entering such a
competitive job market.
The application process: The Sixth Form staff supported
me at every stage of the application process, from filling
out basic information, to my personal statement. As I
applied for such a competitive degree, I was very
conscious that my personal statement needed to stand
out and teachers gave me advice on how to achieve this.
Before I sent my application, I was nervous; but once it
had gone I felt such a sense of relief that it was all done. I
have already received an offer from a university and I
hope to hear back from the others soon.
My top tip: If writing your personal statement does not
feel natural, then you might want to reconsider the
course you are applying for.

St. Crispin’s Sixth Form
Reminder: Applications Now
Open!
Deadline: Monday 7th January

It is great to see the applications to the Sixth
Form rolling in! Please do communicate with
your tutors, teachers and parents if you
would like additional support in making your
application.
You will find a link to the online application
form as well as a copy of our prospectus here:
http://www.crispins.co.uk/sixth-form/
You will find a link to the online application
form, a PowerPoint showing how to complete
it and our prospectus here:
http://www.crispins.co.uk/sixth-form/
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Sixth Form news
Pensioners’ Christmas Party
The annual Sixth Form Pensioners’ party was held on
Thursday 6th December. Presents were wrapped the
day before to give to the guests.
The following morning, the room was decorated with
a Christmassy feel, chairs and tables were set up
ready for guests to arrive, crackers were even laid
out, ham salads were put together, as well as
complimentary glasses of sherry of course! Other
drinks such as tea and coffee were also on offer as
well as two types of soup (tomato, leek and potato)
and the finest bread rolls from Cucina.
Entertainment included a Year 8 choir singing a
variation of Christmas songs that the guests
thoroughly enjoyed along with all of us. There was
also a raffle where there were a range of prizes to be
won!
Overall we all thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
the company. It was nice to see lots of smiles and
laughter that filled the room.
Rhiannon Underdown- 12GHE, Olivia Lofts- 12FKI,
Yeuki Gore- 12ABN, Grace Murphy-12NH, Mahnoor
Iqbal-12FKI, Josh Arnott-12ABS
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Work Related Learning
Aileen Sinclair - Careers Advisor

My name is Aileen Sinclair
I am St. Crispin’s School Careers
Adviser and I come into your school
every week
Please come and see me for
information, advice and guidance on:








Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor or Head of Year for an
appointment. I am in the careers room
in the black corridor, opposite the Art
& Photography rooms.

Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781
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Sports news
Girls Sports round up
The Autumn term has started well in Girls PE. We
welcomed Miss Norris into the department and she
has quickly made her mark, starting a hockey club
that is attended by over 20 students and continuing
the success of the football teams with over 30 girls
regularly attending training on a Thursday. In both
sports students have been able to participate in
many fixtures with some great achievements by the
girls. The girls are still involved in the County Cup
and leagues for football which will finish in the new
year.
Netball has again been popular with all year
groups. So far the Year 11, 10 and 9s have
competed in local leagues with huge success (we
are still waiting for the final places for the leagues
to see how well we did).
Years 7 and 8 will start their leagues after
Christmas. In addition, we entered for the first
time in a number of South East Berkshire Netball
Tournaments for Year 8 and 9. We were ecstatic
when both year groups won the plate competitions
in these events!
Finally we were lucky to have Christina Berenger
train our gifted and talented Year 8 and 9 netballers
in preparation for the Berkshire Schools Netball
Tournament. We have never entered this event
before but felt that these particular year groups
would benefit from the challenge of this level of
U13 football

@crispinsschool
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Year 9 Netball Team

competition.
On a very wet and windy Saturday in November we
played in the tournament. Out of 20 schools
entered, we were one of only 4 state schools in the
event, the rest being private schools. The girls
showed real determination and skill in the
competition and we were really pleased to come 6 th
overall out of the 20 schools.
Our basketball teams are just kicking off their
season and are training hard with Coach Devereux.
We are looking forward to seeing their hard work
pay off in the forthcoming matches.
Finally we hosted our first ever GCSE Trampoline
competition this term. The competition was wellattended by local schools and provided our Year 9
Pre GCSE students, Mia Wegner-Lane, Harriett
Wakely, Jess Kipps and Molly Proctor along with
Phoebe Payne and Olivia Lofts, the opportunity to
compete and take on the role of judges. All girls
were fantastic and made the competition run
smoothly, thank you for your support girls!
Mrs Pedder, Head of Girls’ PE

www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Girls Sports round up

Years 7-10 cross country

Year 11 Netball

Above, Christmas Netball Tournament

Winners South East Netball Tournament

@crispinsschool
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Years 7 & 8 athletics
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Sports news
Boys Sports round up
Year 8 Rugby

successful season.
The Year 8 boys will represent Wokingham in the
Berkshire Sportshall Athletics Finals at Bisham
Abbey in March after winning the Wokingham
competition. A big well done to George Philpott,
Ben Harris, Charlie Garrard, Charlie Donvan, James
Berry, Finn Hodge, James Waller & James BarkerLopez.
The football season will be in full swing when we
return after Christmas so hopefully we will hit the
ground running with some victories to back up
some excellent results at the end of last year.
Happy Christmas to all from the PE Department.

The boys rugby season was a frustrating one with
the start being delayed by very hard pitches up
until half term. The Year 7s made great progress in
the Wokingham Floodlit league and the Year 8s
were undefeated for the season scoring a total of
27 tries and conceding only 1. All of our rugby
squads have been entered in the Reading Schools
Leagues next year so we will have a full fixture list
for all age groups next season after a stop start
programme this year.
The basketball squads continue to make excellent
progress under the guidance of Coach Devereux.
The U19, U16 & U14 teams all remain undefeated
so far, so we once again have very high hopes for a
Year 7 Rugby

Year 8 Rugby

Students can follow our teams and their
latest results on the St. Crispin’s PE
Instagram

stcrispinssport
@crispinsschool
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Basketball news
This year we again have 3 boys teams - U14, U16
and U19 - and one U14 girls team, competing in the
Berkshire Schools Basketball League.
The league format, for the girls, is a single league
for each age group with matches being played from
October to February.
The boys’ format has changed with schools playing
in ‘pools’ before Christmas and those results being
used to ‘seed’ the schools into divisions for
matches after Christmas. This hopefully should
result in teams of a similar standard playing against
each other but it does mean a rush to get all the
fixtures played before we break up.
Unfortunately, so far, the boys have done very well
… which means we will probably be drawn against
stronger opposition in the New Year. However, I
know the boys will be up for the challenge - with
the U19s and U16s really starting to play well and
for each other – and it will be a chance to see how
far they have really come. For the ‘senior’ U19s,
this will be their final season since we started the
current program when they came into the school in
Year 7.

Results so far this year:
U19 Boys have played 1, won 1 – with one game to
play on Monday 17th December.
U16 Boys have played 3, won 3
U14 Boys have played 3, won 3 (although they have
had help from our 4 U14 National League playing
girls!)
The U14 girls have yet to play due to having to fit all
the boys’ fixtures in before Christmas.
As well as attending training, a number of the
children have also come along to support the other
teams with many also helping out with scoring,
refereeing and/or coaching.
While
I
U14 Basketball Team generally
run
training
as
'closed'
sessions, I am
very happy for
all/any parents/
friends/peers
to support us at
@crispinsschool
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U14 Basketball Team

home, or away, games - I cannot overstate how
much I (and the players) appreciate this support.
The up-to-date fixture list can be found on
wokinghambasketball.com under the 'crispins' tab.
From a personal point of view, I was humbled to be
awarded the Wokingham Borough Sports Council
Volunteer of the Year award, last year, for my
commitment to the school and students and I am
extremely grateful to have been short listed for this
years’ Get Berkshire Active Coach of the Year
award.
Coach Richard Devereux

GB Team success
Huge
congratulations to
our Year 10 student
who
has
been
selected to trial for
Great Britain in
wheelchair
Basketball.
He has also been
shortlisted for ‘The
Get Berkshire Active
Junior
Sports
Personality of the
Year’.
#HardWorkPaysOff
www.crispins.co.uk
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PTA news
News

Reading FC Discounted Tickets

In
the
last
academic year
we
donated
£13,500 to the
school to help
pay for the
refurbishment
of the IT block
and to create a
new Basketball area. This year our fundraising will
contribute towards the redevelopment of the
library, along with a number of other resources
required by the school.
So far this academic year we have raised over
£1564. The recent Comedy Night raised £505 and
uniform sales £135. Together the 500 club, sale of
reduced price Reading FC tickets and the voluntary
donation scheme have raised £924. We really
appreciate your support of the activities and events
organised by the PTA. The Comedy Night was a sell
-out and we received such fantastic feedback that
we are considering organising another one during
this academic year......so look out for more
information!

Quiz Night
The annual quiz
night will be held on
Friday
1st
February.
This is
always
a
very
popular event so
make sure to buy
your tickets soon!
For
more
information
visit
http://
www.crispins.co.uk/
pta/pta -next-event/
You will need to
complete a ticket request form so we can confirm
your purchase, and then pay either by cheque/cash
handed in to the school office or via Tucasi.

Next term there are two matches that you can attend
at a discounted price, they are: Aston Villa on the 2 nd
February and Leeds United on the 12th March. In the
summer term there will be discounted tickets available
for the Birmingham City match on the 5 th May. For
more details visit http:// www.crispins.co.uk/pta/
reading -fc-tickets/

500 Club
This is the St. Crispin’s School “PTA lottery”. In the last
academic year we raised over £877 from the 500 Club.
Anyone can play and it costs just £2 a month. Every
month there are two prizes and in November one
lucky member won our star prize of £500!! Details of
how to enter can be found on the PTA section of the
school website http://www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500clubapplication-form/

PTA news

Community news

School news
Secret Santa surprise

This was the impressive
Secret Santa present to
Maths
teacher
Mrs
Bauwens.
It had been created, baked
and iced by her Year 13
Further Maths students. The
cake shows the use of the
Simplex Method.
We’ll await more Maths
inspired baking next year.

Term Dates 2019
Spring Term
Inset days: Monday 25th February
Thursday 3rd January - Friday 5th April
Half Term

Monday 18th February - Friday 22nd February
Summer Term

Tuesday 23rd April - Friday 19th July
Half Term
Monday 27th May - Friday 31st May

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest of
the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans Winter 2018

Inset days: Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd July
(Summer holiday)

