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Headteacher’s letter

New buildings

Dear Parents/Carers,
Another end of a calendar year is upon us!

Academic success
I am

delighted to share that we have had a very full
and successful term starting with the celebration of
our summer examination results.
Once again outcomes were excellent and the
national performance tables, which will be released
in January, place St. Crispin’s in the top 12% of
schools nationally and in the top ‘Well Above
Average’ category.
Results are very important and vital for young
peoples’ futures but of course education is a great
deal more than academic success and so as you
read through this term’s newsletter you will see
what a vibrant and rich experience your sons and
daughters receive during their time at St. Crispin’s.
I am so grateful to staff who graciously give their
time and energy to provide special events, trips and
visits that I know are greatly enjoyed by
students and create long lasting memories of their
time at school.

At the beginning of the academic year
we welcomed the first cohort of young
people into our newly refurbished ASD
provision known as The Oaks and at the
end of September opened our new
Sixth Form Centre. Both building projects were
smooth and trouble free throughout and we are
extremely pleased with the outcome. Although
buildings in and of themselves do not improve
educational outcomes they are hugely appreciated
and richly deserved for both students and staff.

Academisation
You will be aware that St. Crispin’s School is currently
in the process of converting to an Academy. During
this last year we have consulted on this issue and as I
have previously reported our consultation was
overwhelmingly positive. St. Crispin’s will join with
Nine Mile Ride Primary School to be the founder
schools in an all-through Multi-Academy Trust to
serve Wokingham and the surrounding area. The
founding principle of our partnership is focused on
setting structures to provide the very best
educational opportunities and outcomes for all
students by drawing on expertise across the
educational phases.

The last day of term is Tuesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued..
A key principle of our Trust will be to allow both
schools, and any future schools who join, to retain
and celebrate their own unique identity and
ethos. So parents, staff and students will feel very
little change in the day to day operation of our
school.
Since the consultation concluded the DfE have
issued both schools’ Academy Orders and we are
currently working with the Local Authority to solve
an unexpected issue regarding land transfer. This
small sole issue is currently delaying our final
conversion but we hope it will be resolved very early
in the New Year!
In the meantime I am
delighted to take this
opportunity to share
just a little more about
the
Multi-Academy
Trust to which St.
Crispin’s
will
soon
belong. The Trust is
named “The Circle
Trust.” We chose this
name as it symbolically reflects the approach, the
way of working, indeed the ethos of how our Trust
will operate. It is a name that is deliberately neutral
and without association of a specific school. In our
Trust we know it is important to treat every school
as individual and unique and feel strongly that a
name shouldn’t therefore be connected to a single
institution. One of our core values is that of being
inclusive and so we wanted our name to
encapsulate all sorts of schools; whatever their type
or phase they are welcome to join. Our logo’s
circles give a pictorial sense of inclusivity, which can
naturally expand, with the overlapping circles
depicting our desire to collaborate. The Circle
Trust’s vision is that all children and young people
deserve to have an excellent well-rounded
education and to flourish in first-rate schools where
the best teaching, the best facilities and the most up
-to-date resources are made available to them.
The Circle Trust’s fundamental view is that schools

should be led, and their improvement driven by their
Headteacher with their local governance. Local
governance in our Trust is known as a Local Advisory
Board. On conversion, Governors at St. Crispin’s will
transfer to be either Trustees who sit on The Circle
Trust’s Board or Local Advisors who sit on the St.
Crispin’s Local Advisory Board. I am delighted to
share that Mr Paul Jeffery, who is currently our Chair
of Governors, will remain as Chair of our Local
Advisors. St. Crispin’s Local Advisory Board will have
a minimum of eight Advisors at least two of whom
are elected Parents and Carers and one of whom is a
member of Staff.
The process of academisation has been a real joy and
I am very confident that this new future will secure
and continue to improve the educational
opportunities for young people at St. Crispin’s.

Happy Christmas
Finally, all that remains is to wish all our students and
families a very happy and peaceful Christmas. Our
last day is Tuesday 19th December with students
finishing at 12pm.
All students return to school at 8.30am on
Wednesday 3rd January 2018.
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Right: Harley, St. Crispin’s
School Dog

The last day of term is Tuesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

School news
Celebrations at the opening of the Sixth Form Centre
On Thursday 28th
September, St.
Crispin’s held an
official opening
for the new Sixth
Form
Centre
where
people
involved in the
production of the building were invited to see it in
use. I enjoyed being involved helping out and
hosting our guests. During the event an ex-student,
who is now working with Sky Arts, spoke about the
meaning of Sixth Form and how it supported her
own personal development. St. Crispin’s
Headteacher, Ginny Rhodes, and Head Boy Toby
Wilson also spoke at the opening. Overall the
evening was an enlightening and uplifting event
that illustrated the necessity of the Sixth Form
Centre and how it has transformed the school.
For me, the Sixth Form Centre has helped the
transition from Year 11 to Year 12, making it a
much easier and calming experience. The excellent
new facilities include new classrooms, new laptops,
the Atrium and much more. The Atrium has
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provided space for study periods and for socialising
at break and lunchtimes. Having a separate area
just for Sixth Form really gives a much more
independent feeling to Year 12 compared to Year
11. The new dress code that the sixth form wear
helps create a working attitude to school but still
keeps a comfortable environment for the students.
Having dress down Fridays has really shown the
respect and trust we have from the teachers. The
dress code in the Sixth Form is very similar to a
workplace which helps prepare us for the work
environment. In Year 12, we are given the amazing
opportunity to do a course called ‘ Be The Whole
Package’. ‘Be The Whole Package’ includes tasks
for us to complete in school and out and is very
accessible for all people to understand and do. We
also get skills sessions presented to us by teachers
and guests that
help strengthen our
knowledge
of
revising,
note
taking and much
more.
Rachel
Horton, 12MLU/RB

www.crispins.co.uk
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School news
Autumn Gala
backdrop to the Up and Coming and Gala Unplugged
platforms on the Friday night and, whilst they may
have been smaller in scale, the musical contributions
were no less ambitious in content. Students of all
years took to the stage to showcase their hard work
that had spanned much of the Autumn term thus far,
rewarding listeners time and again with mature
performances of the highest quality.
Mrs West, Head of Drama
The Autumn Gala was a wonderful opportunity that
Audience members were wowed on 9 and 10
allowed all year groups to work together and produce
November, as two nights of performances took a memorable show. Having the opportunity to work
place for this year’s Autumn Gala. With solo and alongside the orchestra and jazz band in my final year
ensemble numbers from musicals, imaginative and perform pieces with them was great. It allowed
dance routines, jazz standards and more, highlights us to experiment with the music and adjust it for our
were numerous, and the finale (captivating acts. All of this could not have happened without the
performances of two numbers from The Phantom of support and feedback from the Music and Drama
the Opera) left many guessing as to the choice for departments. Both the performance and the
this year’s whole-school production!
audiences’ reaction also made all the hard work
The somewhat more intimate, but no less worthwhile. I look forward to our next main event,
electrifying, atmosphere of Studio 1 provided the the Christmas concert. Patrick Riley, 13KW
th

th

Sixth Form students excel in Drama exams
This Autumn, Year 13 students have been devising their own
original work for their A-Level examinations. The work titled
‘Limitless’ was performed on Thursday 16th November and
stunned audiences with its captivating narrative and creative
physicality. It was one of the most powerful, human and visceral
performances achieved by the Sixth Form, congratulations!
Students: Amy Shute, Jack Gulliford, Niall Casserly, Becca
Matthew, Jyoti Devashetty, Josh Young, Jonathan Gallacher
Mrs West, Head of Drama
My GCSE drama exam was an incredible experience. It really
helped me develop my self and skill set such as team work ,
organisation and creativity.
Overall I would say it was
such an enjoyable and
entertaining experience
that I was so glad to be
part of.

Ben Ainslie, 11NH

School news
Transformations project
A group of our most able in Year 11 have just
finished the Transformations Project. This
exciting opportunity was provided to St.
Crispin's and our pupils by Warwick
University. The project involved pupils
studying and discussing different examples of
dystopian fiction from The Hunger Games to
1984. Pupils then completed an extended
essay and creative writing piece inspired by
what they had studied. The pupils who took
part have received a certificate from
Warwick University and will be visiting the
university for a Young Writer's Day later this
term. Our Year 10 cohort will be given the
opportunity to take part later this year.
Mrs Harvey, Teacher of English

Music news

Festive Food
It’s that time of year again when Year 7 are given the
task of decorating yule logs, gingerbread men and
biscuits during their Food Technology lessons.
Some of the results are featured below. Well done to
all of Year 7 for their efforts.

The Christmas Concert took place on 6 th December
with a (mainly) festive blend of music from the
Chamber Orchestra, Chamber Choir, Musical
Theatre Group, Brass Ensemble and Jazz Club. The
audience were spellbound by the newly-formed
Sixth Form Vocal Ensemble and their performance
of O Holy Night in front of the Christmas tree,
leaving no room for doubt that Christmas was well
and truly on the way. A retiring collection in aid of
the Sue Ryder Hospice raised £177.74 for the local
charity, that was visited by members of the
Chamber Choir on 12th December.
Mr Nicholas Wolstencroft, Head of Music

School news
Sunshine School

During the summer term 2018, Miss Handyside
(English, Drama & PE) will be on Sabbatical in
Rishikesh, North India. Through her charity, Heart
of Living Yoga Foundation, she will be setting up and
over-seeing the ‘Sunshine School’ for street
children. Since 2006, Sunshine Schools have been
running successfully in Sri Lanka for children
orphaned by the Tsunami and war. Rishikesh is one
area in India that has been identified as having an

increasing problem with street
children who are often trafficked in
from other countries or forced into
begging as a way of life by their
families. Although they have access
to school, few attend regularly. The
Sunshine School will begin as an after school
provision supporting children with lessons in Maths,
English, Urdu, Hindi and Yoga. The school has the
full support of the local community which should
guarantee its success and growth in years to come.
To find out more about the charity’s work and for
any donation you feel able to make please visit:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
rishikeshsunshineschool

Last message from Meir
Meir, pictured right, is a Kenyan girl whose education
St. Crispin’s have sponsored for the last few years. She
is currently in her last year at secondary school and she
will be finishing in December.
Recently we received a lovely video from Pastor Robert,
her carer when she is not at school, of Meir giving us
one last message. Mr Paul Morgan-Russell and Mr Keith
Morrison, teachers at St. Crispin’s, are taking two
groups of students to Kenya with the Wilderness
Expertise in July 2018 and are going to visit Pastor
Robert and the orphanage Meir grew up in.
The video message from Meir can be viewed on
YouTube via this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VTwWWwutXlo
We wish her all the best of luck in the future.

School news
STEM update
Wellington STEM Day
A group of students had the opportunity to attend
a STEM day at Wellington College (right). The
practical experiments hosted by Bristol University’s
Chemistry Department were amazing and all the
students were fascinated to find out about the
exciting opportunity available in this area of
science. Students then took part in a science
experiment to try and identify who was the murder
in a very nasty crime. All the students found the
day very informative. Mrs Beglin, Teacher of
Technology

Robotics Club
Simon Crombie our STEM
ambassador introduced
the new Lego mind-storm
challenges to members of the Robotic club (left).
The challenge is based on ‘aviation missions’ to
mark the Centenary of the Royal Air Force.

Year 8 amplifier project (below)
Year 8 students have enjoyed making amplifiers
in Technology this term.

Year 7 Steady Hand tester
project (left)
During this term, Year 7
students have designed and
developed a steady hand
tester. The project gave the
students the opportunity to
complete an electronics
circuit.

Year 7 news
Author, Steve Cole visits

St. Crispin’s School
invited many other
schools,
like Keep
Hatch and All Saints, to
come and listen to
author, Steve Cole, tell
the tale of his life.
Many found the visit
amazing and very funny
others found it super
interesting and will
never forget about his
amazing performance.
He talked about how he
started to become a world famous author and he
used really funny voices which intrigued the young
children. He stressed that at some point childhood
would end and there would be no turning back so
enjoy it while you can.
He interacted with the children and asked their
opinions. They replied about how intrigued they

were and he didn’t bore a single child by using
different voices (impressions) to make sure that
every single child enjoyed their time.
Another thing was that he had talked about the
past and compared things from now and the future
which could have happened quicker if we had stuck
to our inventions. One example he used for this
was flying cars. He said that we would be driving in
flying cars if we had stuck to the first car invention.
Another thing that he accomplished was inspiring
young children to become authors by giving
children advice on how their writing career could
start. He had started off having a partial writing
career and now adapts James Bond stories creating
more for the Bond series. Through books he gave
young kids, who already enjoyed writing, the
inspiration for old fashioned stories that they could
write themselves. This was accomplished by giving
them the setting of James Bond and how old
fashioned it was but how intriguing the past can be
which can create good settings and stories.
The visitors to St. Crispin’s School really enjoyed
the performance put on by this amazing author.
Thank you for coming to St. Crispin’s Steve Cole.
We really enjoyed you visiting. Thanks for giving
inspiration to those young children who love to
write but struggle to get a setting and a time and
thanks for cheering us up.
Layla Holms 7ESO

Year 7 news
Salisbury Cathedral and Slough Mosque

On Thursday 12th October, Year 7 went to Salisbury
Cathedral and Slough Mosque.
When we got to Salisbury Cathedral (which took 38
years to build and is over 750 years old) we saw a
huge tall octagonal spire which was very noticeable.
We went through some decorative gates and into a
huge courtyard. Next to the courtyard was the
cathedral.
When we went into the cathedral, we noticed it was
built in the shape of a cross. In the middle, there is a
large font also in the shape of a cross. This was
made by William Pye in September 2008. At one end
of the cathedral there are two organs with choir
stalls in front. We had multiple tour guides taking us
around. One told us about what clothing the clergy
wear for services and we met some people who
conduct services .

When we got to Slough Mosque, it had two
minarets, or towers. We had to take off our shoes
because it is respectful to the religion. When we got
inside, we noticed the carpet pattern was facing the
way to Mecca. In front of us there was a mihrab
which is niche in the wall of a mosque, at the point
nearest to Mecca, towards which the congregation
faces to pray.
We learnt about the 5 pillars of Islam: Shahadah,
Salat, Zakat, Sawm and Hajj. We also learnt that
Muslims pray 5 times a day.
It was a long but enjoyable day.
Josh Myers, 7JMU
Salisbury Cathedral was like being in Hogwarts from
Harry Potter. The spire was as tall as Big Ben. The
stained glass windows were telling a story. We saw
the clock with no face and I saw the Magna Carta
too. I felt special because it was so old and there
were thousands of words and it was amazing to see
it.
The Slough Mosque was also very exciting because I
have never been to a mosque before. It was fun to
wash ourselves and trying on the sari and scarves.
Colouring my name in Arabic was really cool. The
dome was really big and it felt strange not having
my shoes on.
Megan Cook, 7AWS

Year 7 news
Salisbury Cathedral and Slough Mosque continued
We all (the
Year
7
students
of
St. Crispin’s
school) really
enjoyed the
school
trip
day.
Some
liked
the
activities held,
others liked
the
food,
while others
liked the journey when they could hang out with
friends without having to do any lessons. We asked
some people for their opinions on their first school
trip day in secondary school.
We asked different people for their points of view
and these were the most mentioned points: One
person said they liked the food and getting to wear
the clothes that a Muslim would wear. Another said
that they enjoyed the journey between the mosque
and the cathedral. We had a movie playing or we
could sleep or just chat all the way there, while
someone else liked learning more details about the
five pillars of Islam. One person who we asked
about what they had learnt about Christians or
Muslims answered that when at the mosque when
they were doing dressing up activities they asked

the volunteers if they were necklaces and the
volunteer answered that they were pray beads. For
your knowledge and because it may be mentioned
a lot Muslims would hold these pray beads in their
hands when reading stories out that were religious
or about their god Allah. Another mentioned they
learnt what their name would look like written
down in Arabic. This was when they received their
name in Arabic to decorate and take home. A third
said that they learnt that women must wash before
they pray when they are a Muslim which meant
they had to wash five times a day: early morning
around dawn, afternoon, evening and night around
midnight.
I would like to say thank you for having us to the
people who let us come to the places we did. And
thank you for the volunteers who helped our
education
on Muslims
and
Christians
improve and
thank you to
the teachers
who took us
on
this
school trip.
Layla Holms
7ESO

Summer Arts project
During the summer holidays, a selection of current
Year 7 students were nominated by their primary
schools to take part in the Summer Arts Transition
Project. The artist worked with the children to
explore ideas about themselves, using different
materials including painting, printing, collage and
drawing. One student said it was a ‘really fun way
of creating with the artists, as well as making new
friends and getting to know St. Crispin’s better
ahead of the start of the new school year’. To
recognise their efforts, the Town Mayor, Councillor
Peter Lucey, attended a celebration event on
Thursday 30th November to congratulate the
students, view their work and award each of them
with a certificate.

Year 7 news
Personal Safety Focus Day
write down how it's related to fire. She then told us
about the percentage of women in the force. It was
only 15% so bring it on girls!
After lunch, we then went to the gym to learn how
to be safe with drugs and alcohol. Some people
were lucky to do an activity which involved people
trying "alcohol" don't worry it wasn't real. And I was
one of them, I got to try the "wine" but he wasn't
just giving out free drinks he was actually seeing
how quick younger people would drink alcohol or
sniff drugs.
All the forms then had a talk about consequences
which was lead by our form tutors.
Madison Lovett, 7JMU
The beginning of the
day for Year 7
started off with a talk
with the local school
safety officer telling
us about firearm and
knife safety. The
knife safety was
shown to us by
showing us a brief
video
of
the
consequences
of
using
a
knife
irresponsibly. She then talked to us about firearm
safety. First she showed a number of pictures that
were either fake or real firearms and it turned out it
was extremely hard to tell what they were.
Next 7JMU were off to what most deaths of
children relate to... road safety. First and for most
of the hour the advisors showed us all the types of
safety products we could purchase for our safety
whilst walking, scooting and cycling to school or
anywhere. They then showed us a video about a
true story of a boy called Billy when he didn't wear
his helmet on a bike.
After a short break, 7JMU were then learning about
fire safety. The activity the fireman gave us was, a
guessing game which you were given a bag with
something to do with fire safety and we had to

On Friday 6th November, Year 7 had a focus day all
about safety. Being one of the students involved, I
learnt a lot about being safe that I didn’t know
before. We had a lot of people from outside of
school come in and talk to us about things like
drugs, road safety and firearms and knives. These
could come in handy in the future because you
never know what you could get yourself into.
They told us how to deal with situations if drugs
come around by telling us to just stay away from
them and when they were telling us about fire safety
they said if there’s a fire to stay in a safe room and
hope your family has made it. If your phone is in the
house and you are outside don’t go back for it.
In conclusion, my experience of focus day was
helpful for my later decisions and knowledge in life.
Charley Yates, 7ESO

The last day of term is Tuesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

Year 8 news
Them and Us
Year 8 have been taking part in a pilot national
project this term called ‘Them and Us’. We were
delighted to have been chosen to be one of 10
secondary schools across the country to trial this as
it is central to our ambition to ensure students
become well rounded individuals. The project at its
core, enables students to learn how to properly
relate to people that are not like oneself; a vital
lesson for young people.
The project looks at three key principles:
Living without harming others
Doing acts of kindness
Showing respect for others
This term, we have focused on ‘showing respect for
others’ with Miss Longhurst delivering an assembly
on this theme, one being how to show empathy for
others, which has then been built upon in the
students’ Drama lessons with them looking at how

this theme applies in day to day life on an
international, national, local and individual scale,
understanding the barriers that exist and how
together we can overcome these.
The hope for this project is that foundations can be
laid for changes in society itself where ‘having a
mind to be kind’ might become the norm.
Education and schools are central to this as we are
uniquely placed to reach all of society, from the age
of five.
We shall be reporting back our experiences of the
pilot to a national conference in January and
looking at how this can be further implemented
across the school in our PSHCE programme.
I shall be writing in future newsletters to keep you
posted with our progress.
Mr Railton Blyth, Assistant Headteacher

Year 8 news
“The past term we have been taking part

in the ‘Them and Us’ project. Its aim is
to teach students skills like empathy and
respect that can benefit them
throughout their lives.
In our Drama lessons we have put into
practice what we have learnt through
role play. We also had assemblies by
Miss Longhurst that have had lots of
positive feedback from students.
Finally, we had form discussions in which
we could share how we felt about the
project and if we would act on any of
the things we were taught.”

“This year at St. Crispin's we have
been doing a program run by the PiXL
team called ‘Them and Us’. The goal
of this program is to teach students to
show empathy towards other people
despite
their
differences
or
disadvantages.
It has been a big success for all the
students involved and has really
showed them how to live their
everyday lives as a better person.”

Year 8 news
A day trip to France

The trip to
France was
really good.
I had lots of
fun with my
friends and
in all the
activities.
Some of the
most
enjoyable
activities
were
making the croissants and going to the market .
The coach trip was the most fun even though it
was an early start!
We got the chance to speak lots of French and
experience
the
French
culture.
There was lots of stalls and exciting things at le
marches.
There was a lot of opportunities to use my French
skills and buy things e.g. baguettes, croissants and
watches, sweets, jewellery.
The coach trip was very long but there were times
where you could get of and stretch your legs.
The hypermarket was huge and sold absolutely
everything from food to cars.
Alex Woolfe, 8SBA
The last day of term is Tuesday 19th December. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

Year 9 news
A Tale of Two Museums

On Thursday 12th
October 2017, Year 9
St. Crispin’s students
got on a coach, for
an hour and thirty
minutes, until we
reached London.
During this trip we
went
to
two
museums and it was interesting, fun and exciting.
The first one we went to was the Science Museum.
When we got there our form tutor gave us a quiz to
complete in the space section, and there were prizes
for those of us that got the right answers. In this
quiz we learned about the first man on the moon
and the different planets temperatures and sizes. It
was fun and easy to complete it you read the
information in the exhibitions. In the Science
Museum we explored three sections overall: space,
transport and the model gallery.
We learned a little about what it was like to live in
the twentieth century and looked at models and
pictures of different types of transport. After this we
went to the imax to watch a documentary about
engineering. This was a huge cinema with 3D
effects. We needed to wear 3D glasses to make the
film come to life. The screen was huge and the
sound system was so loud!
We learnt lots about real life engineering, for
example how engineers make sure that buildings
can withstand earthquakes and how robots can
work under water.
At about 1pm we walked down the road to the
Natural History Museum. First we went to the
investigate room which was lots of fun. There we
found out that the museum had over eighty million

specimens. In this
room we were
allowed to look at
and
examine
different
specimens.
We
were given the
opportunity
to
touch
fossils,
examine bones under microscopes feel snakes skin
and fox fur and compare different types of stones
and minerals. There were models of human skulls
throughout the centuries which we could compare,
and compare to animal skulls as well. We looked at
crystals and a dinosaur back bone that was so
heavy! After about twenty minutes in the
investigate room we went to the gift shop.
After this we looked around The Human Body
exhibition and we found out our weights and some
facts about the body. We learnt about different types
of hormones and how our brains retain information.
There was a giant cell model which showed what the
different parts do, and we went on a journey through
human reproduction, birth and growth.
The final area we looked at was the dinosaur
exhibition where we saw a replica of a moving T-Rex.
We learned about the differences between Triassic,
Jurassic and Cretaceous dinosaurs from the time
periods they were around, to the differences in their
body shapes and diets.
After a fun and jam-packed day we got back on the
coach and headed back to the school, just beating the
traffic!
Erika Dighton, Sophie Valdambrini, Jessica Burns,
Ellen Hammond and Esme Jenkins, 9LSI

Year 10 news
Enterprise Day
Our St. Crispin’s Enterprise Day was amazing! In fact
I don’t believe I can possibly think of a word that
would describe how well Matt and Paul hosted.
They were: fun, hilarious and very intelligent.
Everyone came in wearing beautiful suits and
workplace clothing, everyone looked smart and
ready to really get working. The tasks that we did
throughout the day were: intense, hard, calculating
and most of all fun.
When I was doing the tasks I felt like I was in an
extremely hard working atmosphere with everyone
around me involved with every activity and together
we hurdled over each obstacle.
The tasks we did were aimed at leadership skills,
maths skills, English skills and various other skills
which were found and brought to life through Matt
and Pauls amazing tasks which they had brought to
us.
Most people would plead that they would be sitting
next to friends but the way they set it up really
made the atmosphere seem realistic to that of a
work-place. Wearing a suit was arguably the best
thing about enterprise day, it felt as always fun to go
into to school in non-school uniform. Wearing a suit
also enhanced the work-place atmosphere, with all
of us believing we were going to work.
I thoroughly enjoyed the tasks with personally the
best task being the hat design task. It was amazing
to see others fill the room with such awe inspiring
hat creations. Obviously my hat was the best but
other people thought otherwise… Never the less,
everybody’s
designs
were
fantastic
and
throughout
the
day people were
never short of
energy to fulfil the
tasks which had
been set for them.
Once again I must
take my hat off to
our
amazing
presenters
Matt
and Paul. They
were
absolutely

amazing from start to finish.
Overall, I give the Enterprise Day a 5 star. It was
amazing and joyous throughout from start until
finish. I don’t believe I will have another day like
that again at school and I thank the school for
letting me have such an amazing opportunity.
Harry Stranks, 10MSA
For trips day this term, on 12 th October, Year 10 had
an Enterprise Day. We had to come to school dressed
in business outfits; for the girls, this was mainly pencil
skirts and a few suits, and boys wore suits or their
uniform with a different tie and blazer. Some people
came from outside of school to help us learn about
the workplace environment and the importance of
teamwork.
For the first hour, we were given random topics to
talk about and try and make funny, as part of an
elevator test. Then we looked at what employers
look for in employees, and also what different taxes
we pay.
After break, we were given packs and had to work as
teams to solve all the puzzles and answer the
questions, to show us how different types of ‘smart’
complement each other. After lunch, we had to
compete to make display cases in an Apprentice-style
activity, buying and selling materials and products,
and putting our haggling skills to the test.
Finally, we worked in our teams to make Makarapas,
a South African football hat. All in all, it was a very
enjoyable day and I think I speak for everyone when I
say that we all felt very grown up!
Millie Ireland, 10KBN

Year 10 news
BTEC Animal Care Reptile Roadshow
This year we are running an
Animal Care course for a group of
our Year 10 students.
They are currently studying how
to safely handle animals, from
dogs to donkeys and insects to
reptiles.
At the end of November, the team
from Berkshire Reptile Encounters
visited the school and brought
along a menagerie of critters, the
likes of which the directors of ‘I’m
a Celebrity’ would be proud of!
The students (and lots of staff that
decided to pop along) got to
handle snakes, tortoises, lizards
and a very large boa constrictor!
The students were fantastic and
really engaged throughout the
whole event…. As were the
animals…. As much as we hoped
the boa constrictor would
squeeze a bit tighter around Mr
Blyth, it was just not that hungry!
www.berkshirereptileencounters.co.uk
Dr Daniel Rose, Head of Science

Bletchley Park trip
enigma machine worked
and why it was thought to
be unbreakable.
At the end of the session
we were all allowed to
have a go on a real

The Bletchley Park trip was an amazing experience.
We saw some very interesting things such as: an
enigma machine, the bombe decoder, Alan Turing's
office and a lot more amazing things. We even got
an explanation and workshop that showed how the

enigma machine too!
We also had a guided tour of the place which was
very enjoyable and the guide had a lot of
knowledge about the place and was very
interesting to listen to. The exhibits were really
great and it is definitely a worth while trip to go
on.
Max Uitterlinden, 11SHA

Year 11 news
Trip to Berlin
Seeing
the
untold
stories of Berlin is
something I will never
forget.
Each
day
brought new stories
and sights of Berlin. The
trip as a whole was
incredibly fun as well as
also being a very
touching
and
educational experience.
We saw sights such as
the
Reichstag,
a
building
heavily
involved in Nazi reign,
even being burnt down in the process before being
rebuilt. We also saw many memorials around the
city of Berlin, each showing a different part of
Germany’s story. We toured Berlin, following the
stories of those lost in Berlin as well as seeing the
remains of the Berlin wall.
The most thought provoking part of the trip was to
Sachsenhausen, a labour concentration camp in Nazi

Germany.
This
gave us a great
insight into the
lives of those who
lived, worked and
died in these awful
camps. The size of
the
camp
astounded us and
we were all rather
solemn after the
visit.
However,
although
this
experience
will
never
be
forgotten, our moods quickly changed when we
realised that we were able to go bowling that night.
We all had a great time and it brought us a lot closer
together.
Overall the trip was excellent and I would
recommend it for anyone who has the chance to
experience this wonderful trip.
Ryan Jones, 11LHS

Free Flow
Four of our
Year 11s
attended
the Free
Flow
festival at
Warwick University this term.
It was a fantastic and enriching day.
Pupils met leading journalists, lecturers
and authors during a series of lectures
and seminars. The day was centred on
all types of writing and helped to bring
to life some of the exam texts they are
studying for their upcoming GCSE
exams.
Mrs Amy Harvey, Teacher of English
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Year 11 news
Operating Theatre Live
intestines and stomach, an organ which requires a
special licence to bring in to schools, so a truly
unique opportunity. Unfortunately, some of our
students were a little too downstream of the air
currents leaving the intestines!
Our students were really engaged in the whole day,
working hard and getting fully involved. They had a
fantastic opportunity to find out what it is like to
work in the medical profession and decide if it is a
career pathway they are interested in. We look
forward to running the event with other year groups
next year.
Dr Daniel Rose, Head of Science

In November, 50 of our Year 11, 12 and 13 students
donned their surgical smocks and tentatively entered
the school gym to find it transformed into a live
operating theatre. Red and blue strobe lights
pounded the room and before them was an array of
human bodies and dead centre lay an operating
table and resuscitation equipment. Anatomist Sam
Piri greeted them and during the next 5 hours,
guided students through the physiology of the
human body. Starting with the principles of
anesthesia and preparation for surgery, our students
were then presented with a pigs head and asked to
extract the brain, eye and optic nerve! Sam moved
from the central nervous system onto the respiratory
system and students dissected a heart, inflated a set
of lungs and explored the ribbed structure of trachea
(wind pipe). Finally, the students were given the
opportunity to unravel the full 24 metres of pig

@crispinsschool
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“My operating live experience was incredible. It
really helped me learn and understand more about
the anatomy and the human body. A very enjoyable
and engaging experience.”
Ben Ainslie, 11NH
“We went into the gym, which was set up like an
operating theatre, and were given operating gowns,
hats and masks to wear. First, we learnt about how
to prepare the 'patient', by cleaning the area to be
operated on, and measured out the right quantity of
anesthetic to give the patient based on their body
mass. After that, we had a look at the brain, and we
got to dissect it. The next thing we did, was to look at
the circulatory system - the heart and the lungs. We
got to insert a breathing tube in to the lungs as they
would to manually give the person air in an
operation. Using the tube, we then got to blow up
the lungs, to see what they looked like when inflated
with air. T
he last thing we did was learn
about the digestive system,
and we even got to see a full
digestive system - it was really
cool!
Overall, I really enjoyed it,
and I learnt lots of new things
about how operations work.”
Megan Smith, 11NH

www.crispins.co.uk
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The Head Team Times
Head Boy
In late September, the Head
Team and I, along with many
other students, had the privilege
of attending the opening of St.
Crispin’s brand-new Sixth Form
Centre, which has rapidly
become the new home of the
Sixth-form student body over
the last few months. It was very
exciting to host so many
esteemed visitors from the
Wokingham Borough, school
governors, representatives of
UCAS and the construction
company responsible for our stunning new centre.
I also had the fortunate (and rather daunting)
opportunity to speak in front of this audience to
express our appreciation for the permission and
support for this project on behalf of students in the
Sixth Form, and to introduce our guest speaker,
Kate Bryan. Kate is an ex-student of St. Crispin’s
Sixth Form and is now a published author and
presenter for Sky Arts and Sky Arte Italia. In addition
to this, she has recently been appointed head of
collections at Soho house.
The event was a huge success, and to have a chance
to speak to the people behind the growth of our
school while listening to some fantastic musical
performances from members of the sixth form was
an unforgettable evening.
While I am appreciative of the opportunities for
students to let their voice be heard through the
school council, events like these are when I believe
the student body and those responsible for it truly
connect.

Head Girl
On 4th of December, the Head Team were given the
opportunity to attend the Festival of Leadership &
Junior Challenge Day at Wellington College; a highly
regarded public boarding school. The day was led by
a number of students and various members of staff.
We listened to the Head Master of the College give
a talk about leadership as well as a talk from an ex

Wellington student who attended the college 10
years ago! He also delivered a speech about
leadership and focused on different qualities a good
leader should possess. The rest of the day consisted
of group activities. Firstly, in our groups we chose a
world issue to focus on. As a Head Team we chose
to focus on the issue of hunger. We then created
aims and solutions to try and help this issue. We
then presented our ideas to the rest of the groups.
We also discussed different scenarios we may face
as leaders and ways we may overcome these issues.
The day was very beneficial to us as a Head Team as
it was very interesting and useful to hear how
different schools deal with certain situations and it
will also help us take our leadership skills to the
next level as part of the Sixth Form and also for
future life.

Deputy Head Boy
To say the least, this term as Deputy Head Boy has
been a busy time with events such as Open Evening,
Sixth Form Open Evening and the Opening of our
new Sixth Form Centre. It’s been great to be able to
develop further into this role, working closely with
Toby, Amy and Becca. As leader of the student
Welfare committee in the school council, we have
had a lady from a company called SMART come in
and talk to us about drug awareness and how we can
make this a more open and talked about subject in
school.

The Head Team Times continued
She explained how SMART can help promote drug
awareness in the school: running clinics, showing
students model substances and making students
understand what certain substances can look like.
It was a fascinating and engaging talk which led to
further discussion at our next school council
meeting.
I look forward to the next and last term being
Deputy Head Boy at St. Crispin’s. Next term we will
be going through hustings for the new senior
prefects and head team. Whoever they may be, I
am positive they will take over the role with great
pride and become a very reputable head team.

Deputy Head Girl
This term, the charity committee have met twice
and already come up with a variety of ideas on how

to raise money for both global and local charities, as
well as funds for school uses. We felt that raising
money for all three causes was a brilliant way of not
only spreading awareness about what the charities
do but also a way to make the school a better place
for all. As a committee, we have stemmed ideas
about how to fundraise in ways that haven't yet
been attempted for events, such as Christmas
jumper day.
One particular idea that sparked interest included
selling old Christmas decorations in an auction
inspired sale. We have also looked into
reintroducing Resident Evil, a zombie apocalypse
themed evening for friends/families of students. It
was hugely successful when first carried out and we
feel that this would be an exciting way to raise
money, at the same time as hosting an evening of
fun, challenges and scares!

Senior Maths Challenge
Pupils at St. Crispin’s School achieved 7
silver and 9 bronze certificates in this year’s
UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. Over 82,000
pupils from across the UK returned scripts
for the Senior Maths Challenge with the top
10% receiving a gold certificate, the next
20% silver and the next 30% bronze.
Approximately 7,000 of the top students are
invited to sit one of the follow-on
competitions, the BMO1 or the Senior
Kangaroo. This included Year 12 student
Kieran Kohtz, who also achieved recognition
for the best score in the school. The top
performer in Year 13 was Tom Cornish.
The Senior Maths Challenge is run by the UK Mathematics Trust
and is supported by the Faculty of Actuaries.

A sample question form this year’s Senior Maths Challenge is:
The teenagers Sam and Jo notice the following facts about their
ages:
The difference between the squares of their ages is four times the
sum of their ages.
The sum of their ages is eight times the difference between their
ages.
What is the age of the older of the two?
A 15 B 16 C 17 D 18 E 19

Sixth Form news
St. Crispin’s Sixth Form Application
Deadline: Monday 8th January
As well as working hard with their PPEs this term,
Year 11 have also spent time planning their next
steps. The Sixth Form have been visiting Year 11
assemblies as well as hosting an extremely popular
Open Evening in November where prospective
students had the opportunity to hear from the
team and visit our wonderful departments and
new centre.
If you plan to apply but have any questions in the
meantime, please do NOT hesitate to contact a
member of the Sixth Form Team.

Key Dates
Monday 8th
January, 2018

Wednesday
Students meet with members of
24th January to the Sixth Form team to discuss
Friday 9th
their options.
February 2018
Friday 9th
March, 2018

Ms Pearson, Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Collett, Head of Sixth Form
Mr Yeatman, Deputy Head of Sixth Form

Formal offer issued to students by
Tuesday 27th February, 2018.
Students should confirm
acceptance of this offer by Friday
9th March.

You can find a link to the online application form as
well as a copy of our prospectus here:
http://www.crispins.co.uk/sixth-form/

The Sixth Form Team:

Deadline for Sixth Form
applications.

Please note: the school may not be
able to hold offers open beyond
this date.
Monday 2nd
and Tuesday
3rd July, 2018

Sixth Form Induction Days.

Sixth Form courses 2018/2019
Our new Sixth Form prospectus
with details of courses for
2018/2019 is now available to
view on our website.
http://www.crispins.co.uk/sixthform-prospectus/

A Levels
Art and Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language and Literature
English Literature
French
German
Geography
History
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Media Studies
Music
Music Technology
Philosophy and Ethics
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Product Design
Psychology
Sociology

Other Level 3 options
BTEC in Applied Science
CTEC in Business
BTEC in Health and Social Care
BTEC in Sport
Reading FC Programme

Sixth Form news
Be the Whole Package
Programme

Independent Learning
Conference

In Year 12, we have been lucky enough to be
given the opportunity to complete ‘Be the Whole
Package’ programme. The tasks we have
completed set us in good stead for university and
apprenticeship applications and will provide us
with an advantage over other applicants. Being
able to record all of our achievements and
experience in one place will also ensure the
application processes for either higher education
or jobs are as efficient as possible.
The whole package has also allowed our
confidence and experience to flourish due to the
community enrichment opportunities we have
been given. For example, volunteering as a
reading mentor or teaching assistant for the
lower school.
My favourite section of the package so far has
been the major open online course because it
has allowed me to expand my knowledge and
explore new topics.
Genevieve Forester, 12KM

On Friday 22nd of September, we had a three period
long session where we were shown and taught
valuable skills for our independent learning and study,
hence the name. During this time we focused on a few
main areas including: reading skills, note taking,
presentation skills, condensing text and time
management. Each of these included engaging
activities and tasks which helped us develop some of
these skills further. We were given useful tips and
tricks for these areas that we can apply in the future.
I personally found the condensing text technique and
presentation plan to be the most useful. I also thought
the other sections helped solidify my techniques in
those areas. What also helped was how well organised
the entire presentation was set up as it was very fluent
and covered everything efficiently, which also set a
good example in the presentation skills area as these
skills were shown very well. I do think I will be using
these skills in the near future so this session was very
helpful and I believe it will benefit my learning.
Lucas Altoft, 12KM

Where are Year 13 headed?
Year 13 students are starting
to see the benefits of all of
their hard work as offers are
rolling in for a whole range
of exciting opportunities
next year!
Almost 75% of the year
group have made UCAS
applications
with
the
intention to go to university
next September (some have even made deferred
entries so that they can spend a gap year working on
enhancing the skills which will allow them an even
greater chance of success as an undergraduate). We
already have many delighted students including
Matthew Hudson (13ABS) who was thrilled to
receive numerous offers including one to read
Computer Science at his top choice of Exeter
University. Another great example is Ellie Harvey
(13ABS) who has also already received 5 offers - one

of which is unconditional. She now
needs to decide whether she
favours
Plant
Science
at
Nottingham or Geography at York!
We are very proud of those Year
13s who are looking forward to
taking on some of the fantastic
apprenticeship
opportunities
available in the local community
and beyond. A special mention
goes to Becky Smith (13KW) who has already
secured the opportunity to study at The Fashion
Retail Academy where she will gain an invaluable
insight into the industry – she will be in the perfect
location just around the corner from Oxford Street!
Will Grieve (13KW) was also proactive in sourcing
work experience with the Waitrose IT Service Centre
in Bracknell over half-term enabling him to enhance
his CV before applying for IT apprenticeships in the
summer. Mrs Collett, Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form news
Don’t be sorry
Once again the school gave me an opportunity to
learn more than just what I receive in lessons. A
blogger named Sarah kindly came to speak to
myself and my peers about her blog called “Don't
be sorry”. Don't be sorry is focused on Sarah's son
Oscar who happens to have down's syndrome. She
explained that since Oscar's birth, she had
encountered many situations where people
describe and treat disabilities as a bad thing. For
example, hospital staff breaking news to her with
the opening “I’m so sorry” when explaining Oscars
possibility of having downs syndrome. She
explained that we should not be sorry for moments
like this and that we should choose our words more
wisely.
Even I do not always think about how words used
everyday in a joking manner can really hurt or affect
someone. The society in which we live has made
harsh and offensive words part of normal
conversations. Sarah also explained how much
negativity there can be in our phrases, such as
describing the possibility of having disability as a
risk instead of a chance. Changing simple words like
this in society is such a small but effective step to
help understand others more than we currently do.
Throughout the presentation, Sarah kept us fully
engaged and interacted with us as we all worked
together to separate truths from myths about
down's syndrome. Not having known anyone with
down's syndrome or what down’s syndrome was
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about, I had very little knowledge on which
statements presented were true or not.
We went through each statement and discussed each
one thoroughly which helped me get a better
understanding of down's syndrome as a whole. It also
made me realise that many general ideas about what
people with down's syndrome can do are actually
myths and instead, they are just as capable as any
other person and can achieve things like getting a job
and doing great things.
Finally, towards the end of the presentation, Sarah
mentioned all the different professionals that have
helped and aided Oscar with his down’s syndrome
and spoke to us about the careers available which
can support a child if they have a specific disability or
difficulty. These included well known jobs such as a
teacher or physiotherapist down to the less known
ones such as a phlebotomist (who deal with blood
related tasks)
Overall, I feel the talk has really opened my eyes to
the world and that despite the many things I learn in
school, there is always opportunities to further my
knowledge and learn more than I already know.
Oscar is a beautiful child that just happens to have
down's syndrome. He is still a child who lives his life
just like any other child would.
I can only thank Sarah for giving her presentation and
I hope that more people learn to see the world the
way she does!
Mia Khan, 12KPR

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sixth Form news
Senior Citizens Party

Safe Drive Stay Alive

On the 6th November, Year 12 visited the
Hexagon in Reading for a ‘Safe Drive Stay Alive’
event, organised by the Thames Valley police to
give all sixth formers in the area critical lessons
in road safety.
The performance consisted of a video featuring
young drivers who were involved in a car
accident. Throughout the video was paused and
we heard from 7 individuals live on stage who
told us about their experience with road traffic
accidents. Many of these stories were extremely
hard hitting, especially that of a tearful mother
explaining the tragic accident her two young
daughters were involved in; which dreadfully
resulted in one of her daughter’s life being taken
due to a carless driver.
We also heard from the emergency services,
including a trauma specialist, explaining what
they witnessed far too often. These talks were
especially informative, as the emergency team
spoke about their roles on arrival to an accident
and how they help their casualties.
Last of all we heard from a 19-year-old boy who
had been imprisoned as a result of reckless
driving; killing 3 of his friends. The video
expressed how he is now serving 8 years in
prison, with a 10 year driving ban and because of
an innocent mistake has potential ruined his
future ambitions.
Seeing the devastation that these individuals
have experienced really opened our eyes to the
risk driving holds. As many of us are currently
learning to drive this was especially relevant to
reinforce previous messages.
Overall ‘Safe Drive Stay Alive’ left us with an
important message that the year group will take
with them as we embark on learning to drive in
the upcoming months. Katie Bardo, 12JBA
@Crispins6thForm

On Thursday 7th
December,
St.
Crispin’s
Sixth
Form hosted a
Christmas
party
for a local OAP
group.
Students
from Year 12 set the event up (with the help of a few
teachers!) decorating the room to give it the full on
Christmas treatment before welcoming our guests with
food and drink including, of course, the customary
sherry on arrival! The food was prepared and cooked by
Dean from Cucina and included a choice of soup for
starter and then cake and mince pies for dessert.
Throughout the event, the pensioners enjoyed
Christmas music; a performance from our own Crispin’s
Chamber Choir; food and drink; presents from Santa
himself; and even a raffle where guests won prizes
which had been donated by staff, parents and students.
The pensioners really enjoyed the time they spent at
the event and told us much they had been looking
forward to it after all the successful previous years. At
the end of the event, the group presented a very
generous donation to the Sixth
Form
to
show
their
appreciation. Overall it went
really well and was thoroughly
enjoyable for the students as
well as our party goers!
Alice Frost, 12JBA

St.Crispin’s School
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Sixth Form news
Inside the brain

On Wednesday I was lucky enough to have the
opportunity to go to the Natural History Museum in
Oxford. We visited the new "Brain Diaries"
exhibition which revealed how the latest
neuroscience is transforming what we know about
our brains, from birth to the end of life. While
looking at the exhibit, we also were fortunate to
hear lectures from four professors of Oxford who
are on the forefront of research in Neuroscience
and psychology, giving us an insight into how the
field of psychology is developing and applied to
society.
After the exhibition a few games were set up by
students of the school and the lecturers to
demonstrate simple theories in both neurology and
psychology. Once such game was a ball toss game
where I tried to throw foam brains into the mouth
of a clown. Once I had gotten a few brains in I was
asked to put on a pair of goggles which shifted my
vision left, then I tried to throw the brain again but

missed again and again, until finally my brain
adapted to the shifted vision and corrected my
otherwise atrocious throwing skills. However, once I
removed the goggles I consistently overthrew to the
left of the clown's mouth! this was because my
brain had to readjust to my normal vision again
after just adapting to the goggles.
It allowed me to get a better view of what it means
to be a psychologist in the modern world of
research. It also helped with my A-level as I got to
learn about psychology in action, rather than in the
classroom. Alongside this, I was also able to see
some of the theories we study in the A-level in
another way at the exhibit.
Overall, it was a very enjoyable and fascinating trip as
I personally aspire to go into the field of psychology,
and this only furthered my drive to learn more about
the subject.
James D’Orgee, 13KW

Duke of Edinburgh Award
I successfully

completed
and achieved my Silver
Duke
of
Edinburgh
award on the 6th
December 2017 after one year of hard work. It was a challenging,
yet a memorable experience. I volunteered at the local library for six
months, did swimming for six months as part of my physical, learnt
the violin for three months as part of my skill before finally
completing my expedition. Shobitha Kutnikar, 13KW
@Crispins6thForm
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Where are they now?
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Sixth Form news

Dates for the diary
Thursday 4th January—German DBS Information
Evening—School Library

Wednesday 21st February—Year 11, 12 & 13 Art Galleries
trip

Monday 8th January—Deadline for Sixth Form
Applications

Thursday 22nd February—Year 9 injections
Thursday 22nd February—Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 11th January—Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 28th February—Trips Day

Monday 15th January—Tuesday 23rd January—Sixth
Form Pre Public Exams

Wednesday 28th February—Sunday 4th March—Year 12
Barcelona trip

Tuesday 16th January—Key Stage 4 Options Evening

Friday 2nd March—Deadline to accept Sixth Form offer

Thursday 18th January—PTA Prom Fayre

Friday 9th March—Year 7 reports issued

Thursday 25th January—Year 7 Focus Day
Thursday 1st February—Year 9 Focus Day

Thursday 15th March—Wednesday 22nd March—
German Exchange

Friday 2nd February—PTA Quiz Night

Monday 19th March—Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 6th February—Year 12 Barcelona trip
Information Evening

Thursday 22nd March—Spring Concert
Friday 23rd March—Year 11 reports issued

Wednesday 7th February—Year 11, 12 & 13 Photography
trip

Tuesday 27th March—Year 8 Drug Awareness Parents’
Evening

Thursday 8th February—Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 28th March—Year 13 Business Studies trip

Thursday 8th February—Year 11 & Sixth Form group
photographs

Wednesday 28th March—Year 8 Focus Day

Friday 9th February—Year 12 & 13 reports issued
Half term—Monday 12th—Friday 16th February

Wednesday 28th March—Year 9 Reports issued
Thursday 29th March—Sixth Form English National Opera
trip

Tuesday 20th February—Options deadline
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Work Related Learning
Aileen Sinclair - Careers Advisor

My name is Aileen Sinclair
I am St. Crispin’s School Careers
Adviser and I come into your school
every week
Please come and see me for
information, advice and guidance on:








Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor, Head of Year or Mrs
Hollands for an appointment. I am in
the careers room in the black corridor,
opposite the Art & Photography rooms.

Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781
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Sports news
Well done to our Year 10 student, left,
who fought in the Cadet section of the
British championships in Sheffield on
Saturday 2nd December and won
Bronze (only losing one fight). He now
has been automatically selected for
the England squad again next year.
Since taking up Judo at the age of 10,
he has won a national medal in every
British BJA championship (a total of 5
medals).
Many congratulations.

Football Focus
Congratulations
to Year 8 student
pictured left,
who has been
accepted into
Chelsea’s
Football
Academy

U14 Football Team, above

Girls’ Rugby
The new girls’ rugby is going from strength to strength, new players of any ability
level always welcome! The coach from Reading Rugby Club is motivating everyone
with fun sessions that are teaching the basic skills of rugby.
Girls U14 Football team are also doing really well in the National Cup. They are
through to the last 32 teams in the whole country!! They face tough opposition in
future matches.
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Sports news
Unified Basketball

On Friday 1st December
we entered a Unified
Basketball Tournament
alongside our partner
school Kennel Lane. This
event
was
the
culmination of several
weeks of training with a
specialist
basketball
coach. The idea of the
tournament was for
students from both
schools to work through
challenges
in
performance and ability as a combined team. We
went into the competition as reigning champions
but with a new team of students from both schools
this proved to be a tough act to follow. We lost in
the final by one basket (6-8, you score 2 points per
@crispinsschool
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basket) to a very strong JMA
team.
Our students did themselves
proud with the help and support
they showed the Kennel Lane
team mates.
One of our
students, right, was recognised
by the event organisers as the
best player across the whole
tournament for his compassion
and willingness to help his team
mates.
It wasn’t all about the Basketball
though as the tournament was
sponsored by Hasbro Games who provided
entertainment between matches with Pie Face, Jenga
and Nerf Guns. Each player was rewarded for their
hard work with a games pack to take away.
Mrs Sam Pedder, Head of Girls’ PE
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Basketball update
Basketball at St. Crispin's continues to go from
strength to strength. When I first came into the
school, some 10 years ago, there were, perhaps, 10
boys playing on one team run by a father of a
student.
Clearly Basketball was not 'core' sport in Crispin's as in many other schools - but there is a good group
of schools trying to run teams year to year.
We now have some 60 children, boys and girls,
from Year 7 to Year 13 training regularly across 3
sessions during the week many of whom have also
started helping out with scoring, refereeing or
coaching. This year we are running 3 boys’ teams U14, U16 and U19 - and one U14 girls team in the
Berkshire Schools League plus an U16 girls’ team
playing friendlies.
Whilst I am a father of both existing and former
students, I was a Basketball Coach long before I was
a dad. This means my motivation and focus is for
the sport first, making it accessible - in as organised
a way as possible - to as many children as I can.
I am not staff and not funded but and was
extremely grateful and humbled to be nominated
for - and winner of - the Wokingham Borough
Sports Council Volunteer of the Year award, 2017,
for my commitment to the school and students.
This year to date: despite not being able to play
many home games, it has been great to see a
number of people watching and supporting the
teams.
The highlight was probably the U19 Boys at home
to LVS where we had 30+ friends/peers creating a
great atmosphere. There are even a few hardy
parents who have been travelling to some of the
away games to support the children. I cannot
overstate how much I - and the players - appreciate
this support.
Whilst I generally run training as 'closed' sessions, I
am very happy for all/any parents/friends/peers to
support us at home, or away, games. The up-todate
fixture
list
can
be
found
on
wokinghambasketball.com under the 'crispins' tab.
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Results so far this year:
U14 Girls have won 2 and lost 2
U14 Boys have won 1 and lost 1
U16 Boys have 2 games in January
U19 Boys have played 2 and won 2 - hoping for a
'clean sweep' against local rivals Charters away on
Wednesday 13th December.
Coach Richard Devereux
U16 Basketball Team
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Sports news
Congratulations to
the Year 7 students,
left, who have been
accepted into U14
Berkshire Netball
Satellite academy
after 2 tough
rounds of trials
against other
competitors two
years older than
them.

Year 9 Netball Team A

Year 10 Netball Team, above

Year 9 A Team, Year 10 and Year
11 Netball Teams have all won
the Wokingham School Leagues.
We are the top Netball school in
Wokingham!

Year 11 Netball Team, below
Year 9 Netball Team B
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Prom Fayre 2018
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PTA news
Where are the funds raised by the
PTA being spent?
In the last academic year
we donated £10,000 to
the school to help pay for
the refurbishment of the
changing rooms. This year
our
fundraising
will
contribute towards the
refurbishment of the IT
block, along with a
number
of
other
resources required by the

Entry is by online ticket only.
To reserve up to 2 tickets, please use the following
link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-crispinsschool-prom-fair-tickets-40867971202
Next term there are four matches that you can attend
at a discounted price, they are: Brentford 20 th

Reading FC discounted tickets
January, Sheffield United 17th
February, Leeds United 10th
March and QPR 30th March. For
more details visit http://
www.crispins.co.uk/pta/reading
-fc-tickets/

school.

Quiz Night
500 Club
The annual quiz night will be held on Friday 2 nd
February. This is always a very popular event so
make sure to buy your tickets soon! For more
information visit http://www.crispins.co.uk/pta/pta
-next-event/
You will need to complete a ticket request form so
we can confirm your purchase, and then pay either
by cheque/cash handed in to the school office or via
tucasi.

Prom Fair

On Thursday January 18th, the PTA will be running
its first Prom Fair.
All Year 11 students and their parents are invited
and we will be extending the invite to Year 11s in
neighbouring schools. Local businesses such as Toni
and Guy and Heidi Avery will be demonstrating their
products and services. In addition to this, we hope
to have a selection of new and preloved Prom
dresses and suits on show. There will be a raffle
and refreshments will be on sale.

We re-launched
the ‘500 Club’
this term - this is
the St. Crispin’s
School
PTA
lottery.
Anyone can play
and it costs just
£2 a month.
Every
month
there are two
prizes and in
November one
lucky member
won our star
prize of £500!!
Details of how
to enter can be
found on the PTA section of the school
website
http://www.crispins.co.uk/pta/500-clubapplication-form/

PTA News
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Dates for the diary

Apply to the Sixth Form
please click here

A step by step guide on
how to apply to the
Sixth Form can be
found on the website

Application Deadline: Monday 8th
January 2018
If you wish to make a change to your
application, after it has been submitted,
please email Kate Spooner at
6thformapplications@crispins.co.uk.

Celebration Assemblies

Term Dates 2018
Spring Term

Wednesday 3rd January —Thursday 29th March

Year 8—P3 - Main Hall

Monday 18th December

Half Term

Monday 12th February —Friday 16th February
Summer Term

Year 10—Reg—Main Hall

Inset days: Monday 23rd & Tuesday 24th July (summer
holiday)

Year 9—Reg—Gym

Monday 16th April—Friday 20th July

Year 7—P5—Main Hall

Half Term
Monday 28th May—Friday 1st June

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans /Winter 2017

Tuesday 12th December

