Sixth Form news
With the USA’s election looming, the University of
Reading hosted the Congress to Campus event. This
is when ex-American congressmen come to schools
and universities and talk about the American
political system.
This gave Year 12 students studying history the
opportunity to meet and talk to some American
congressmen. This time the congressmen were Ken
Kramer and Lenny La Rocco.
The day started at ten in the morning with
introductions to both congressmen and the
proceedings of the day led by the University’s head
of History. The first part of the lecture was about
democratic institutions, and was led by Dr Nigel
Bowles, who asked the congressmen “What do the
students need to know about the American
congressmen?” Congressman Kramer replied that
the staff of congress are overlooked, even though
they write most of the legislation.
After questions from the floor, there was a
refreshment break where tea and biscuits were
offered. After the break we discussed the current

Campus to Congress
presidential race and, as before,
the congressmen gave their
views on the matter. This,
however, turned into an
aggressive debate, which was
sadly cut short due to lunch!
Every student was provided with a voucher for lunch.
Once getting back to the lecture, we discussed the
21st century presidency, in a debate conducted by
Professor Iwan Morgan, who claimed that the media
don’t give a realistic coverage of the presidency and
the presidential race.
The congressmen then had their say on Morgan’s
views and the floor was opened to questions such as,
“What do you think of being a congressmen?”
Kramer answered that “being a congressman was not
a job, but a life style.” The day ended with some final
words and questions and that was that: a very
interesting day indeed.
Matt Cowley (12KSU)

which was perfect as I could fit it alongside A-level
work and my internship. When looking at what
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