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Headteacher’s letter

Bright ideas

Starting on a bright note

You are only too well aware that over the last few
years there has been a great deal of change to the
curriculum in secondary schools. I have written to
you previously with the substantial changes to GCSE
and A Levels courses. I now move to the changes at
Key Stage 3 for all schools! Every school is now
required to develop their own assessments processes
as the old National Curriculum levels have been
removed.
This year (2015 to 2016), on behalf of the whole
school, the English Department have piloted new
assessment criteria for KS3, based on the new
Reformed GCSEs, while other subjects have
continued to use a revised version of the old National
Curriculum levels.
I have written in previous
newsletters that Reformed GCSEs are graded 9 to 1
with a grade 9 being the top grade and grade 1 the
lowest. In September 2017 our present Year 10s will
be the first year group to receive 9 – 1 grades in
Maths and English and our present Year 9s will
receive 9 to 1 grades for nearly all their subjects.

Dear Parents/Carers,
Yet again the end of the academic year is upon us,
albeit a little clouded (and crowded) by much rain
and referendums! That said we end in sun and
indeed had a ray of sunshine in the form of our
Annual Presentation Evening last week.
The
evening was rightly themed “Bright Futures.”
The first future “bright” note is that I am delighted
to confirm that planning permission was granted for
our Sixth Form block. Work begins over the
summer holidays. As I shared in the last newsletter
this building, planned to be built in two phases, will
be situated alongside and look much like our new
Science block.
The new building will open for
September 2017.
Our specialist provision for young people with
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), “The Oaks”, also
continues to develop at pace and will be situated,
following refurbishment, in the existing Sixth Form.
Five additionally placed young people will join us
each year again from September 2017 and they will
enjoy a rich mix of mainstream and bespoke
provision for their education.

An artist’s impression of the new Sixth Form Block

The last day of term is Tuesday 19th July. Students will finish at 12.40pm with the school buses departing
at 12.50pm

Headteacher’s letter continued
From September 2016 we will roll out the new
assessment criteria to all subjects across the school
at KS3.
For the new academic year we will use the criteria
and scales from the new Reformed GCSEs to replace
the old National Curriculum criteria and levels. The
numbers you will see on a student’s tracking will
represent a student’s current attainment using the
new scale 1 to 9. We have also introduced two
grades lower than a grade 1, “Working Towards 1”
and “Working Towards 2”. These two lower grades
will be for students whose current attainment is
below the criteria for a pass.
Target setting will be based on a student’s KS2 score
from primary school and an estimate of their
potential in Year 11 based on external data. Targets
will then be set each year in KS3 to challenge and
engage students but also to ensure they are making
the incremental progress to allow them to reach
their potential at GCSE.
By using the Reformed GCSE scale we are looking to
provide continuity from KS3 to KS4 and to better
support students’ progress. The new grades will
support how we monitor a student’s progress as we
will be speaking the “same language” since the
assessment objectives will be the same for both key
stages. It is important for us as a school to move to
the new Reformed GCSE grades as the old National
Curriculum levels will no longer be relevant in either
primary or secondary school and the old levels do
not link cohesively to the new KS4 objectives.
Forgive the change! It is change placed upon us but
change that we are convinced will long term be of
great help to students, parents and their teachers.

include our
Year
11
football
team
reaching
the last 8
of
the
National
Cup. Our
Year 8 and
Year 9 teams were both East Berkshire Champions
and we were County Semi-finalists in the Under 14
and Under 13 Basketball and Cricket teams!
In Netball we were the team winners in the
Wokingham League, Year 9s Rounders team took 1st
place and, at Easter, the Disney Netball tour had our
team come 5th out of 40 schools and the only state
school in the top 10!
Athletics fared just as well with 1st in District
Championships for javelin, shot put and relay. It is
just not possible to convey the huge sporting
achievement across this school year and so I am
delighted that we have been able to send out this
year our weekly Sports Bulletin.

Bright stars
I sincerely hope you had that privilege of coming to
the production “Our Estate”. It is hard to convey
the experience of this work. To have a major
musical production conceptualized and written by
students is exceptional. Certainly the bright stars
of this show both on and off stage will remember it
always.
The bright stars of our sporting success this year

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

Year 8 Football Team—League Cup Winners

Bright light
As you know from my letter earlier this term, Mrs
Louise Holt, who left us last summer after 12 years of
service to the school, passed away in June.

www.crispins.co.uk
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Headteacher’s letter continued
She left us to move Bright future
to Cornwall (a long
held dream) but this
was cut tragically You will have no doubt heard in the press the
short with a diagnosis of brain cancer. At the end encouragement for all schools to become Academies.
of this term we were able to pay tribute to Louise’s Currently St. Crispin’s is a maintained school, working
contribution to the school by holding a non-uniform as part of the Local Authority. The educational
day for the charity of her family’s choice "In Africa landscape nationally and indeed locally is such that
Trees mean life" http://www.treeaid.org.uk/. I am the Governing Body has been considering the correct
delighted to share that we raised £800 in Louise’s future for our school. We are confident that the time
memory.
is now right to seriously consider the process of
moving towards becoming an Academy. Over the
Shining the torch on
next few months I will write with greater detail on
this matter and will invite all families to take part in a
Not many issues spark the interest of parents (and consultation process.
indeed students) more than the subject of
homework and how much or little there is of it! Finally
This year teachers have been reflecting on the most
recent educational research about the purpose and I do wish all families and staff a wonderful summer
outcome from students working at home. In break and hope that it is a happy time with just a bit
September we will re-brand homework to the more less rain and a lot more summer sun! The last day of
apt term of Personal Study and refresh our term is Tuesday 19th July finishing at 12.40pm and we
organisation of this important part of learning.
return on Wednesday 7th September with the
following first day term arrangements:

Bright sparks

8.30am

At the end of this
year I just want to
pay tribute to three
senior
colleagues
who
will
be
changing their roles moving into the new academic
year. I am absolutely delighted that we are keeping
at St. Crispin’s such highly experienced and
excellent teachers. In a move we have coined as
“stepping down but not stepping out!”: Ravi Bains
will be relinquishing the post of Head of Maths, a
post that he has served for 14 years; Naseem
Fosker having said goodbye to our Year 11s and
now steps back into the classroom; and finally Win
Patterson moves from his role as Senior Deputy
Headteacher. All three colleagues will return to
teaching Maths! Each has served the school
magnificently in their respective roles and I am
thrilled they all wish to stay at St. Crispin’s.

@crispinsschool
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8.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am

9.30am
9.30am

(new) Year 7 to the Main Hall
Tutor Groups at 9am
Year 12 to the Lecture Theatre
Tutor Groups at 9am
Year 11 to Main Hall for Head’s/HOY’s assembly
Tutor Groups at 9.50am
Year 13 to the Lecture Theatre
Tutor Groups at 10am
Year 10 to go straight to Tutor Groups
Go to Main Hall at 10am for Head’s/HOY’s
assembly
Year 8 to Gym
Tutor Groups at 10am
Year 9 to go straight to Tutor Groups
Go to Main Hall at 10.30am for Head’s/HOY’s

All lessons will start at 11.20am (Period 3)
Yours faithfully,
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

www.crispins.co.uk
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School news
Bright Future celebrated at Presentation Evening

Paul Jeffery, left, St. Crispin’s new Chair
of Governors. Above, Andy Couldrick
and Megan Adams (10RS)

Proud parents, “Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare Ms Rhodes
staff
and
continued
for it today.”
students of St.
her address
Crispin’s gathered together on
by acknowledging the long awaited
14th July to celebrate the
Sixth Form Block will begin building
annual Presentation Awards.
this summer which will also allow
Guests were treated on arrival
accommodation for our new
to an outside performance from
specialist provision for young
the St. Crispin’s Jazz Band. The
people with Autism. The future
school welcomed Wokingham
really is bright for St. Crispin’s.
Town Mayoress, Cllr Gwynneth
Win Patterson, who is stepping
Hewetson and her Consort Mr Tony Hewetson and down from his role as Senior Deputy Head after 18
Wokingham Borough Mayor Cllr Bob Pitts and years, was thanked for his significant contribution
Consort Ms Val Scougal. Andy Couldrick, Chief to the school. As was Geoff Wilde, who is stepping
Executive Officer for Wokingham Borough Council down from his role as Chair of Governors.
Children’s Services, was Guest Speaker.
Following on from Ms Rhodes, Andy Couldrick
Ms Ginny Rhodes’ theme for the evening was spoke on the theme of ‘Building for the Future’
‘Bright Futures’. In her opening address she presenting a humorous but thoughtful speech
focussed on the quote “Education is the passport focussing on the importance of aspiration and
to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who education, before handing out the prizes to all the
prepare for it today.” She stated that “We who deserving students.
have so very much have a great responsibility to The evening finished with closing remarks and a
acknowledge that education is both a privilege and speech from Paul Jeffery, our new Chair of
gift. No one has to tell me that education is more Governors.
than qualifications. Those qualifications, at the Professional photographer, Sally Hitt from The
highest level you can achieve, will open doors to Moment Images, was also on hand to capture
your futures but it is the person you are that will families’ proud moments. These photos will be
keep that door of opportunity open. St. Crispin’s is available to download free of charge after the
a wonderful school in helping young people achieve events on the website: www.crispins.co.uk/
their very best and in opening opportunities.”
Information for Parents/Presentation Evening 2016
Congratulations to all our deserving students!
Special thanks to The Moment Images, Photography by Sally Hitt
www.themomentimages.com

School news
Netball Tour Disneyland Paris
We set off on our journey
to Paris very early in the
morning. We were all very
excited
to
get
to
Disneyland.
The next morning we
travelled to a sports
centre where we
played a qualifying
tournament, to see
what division we were
to play in on the third
day. It was a lot of fun
to connect with the
members
of
our
individual teams while
playing with people
you have never played
with before. We had 3
teams entered into
the tournament (A, B
and C) we all played
our best and had a
great first morning of
netball.
In the afternoon we
headed off to the
parks. We decided to
go to the Disney Park
first, luckily most of
the queues were quite
short as it was raining
pretty hard that day (so much so
that Miss Hill and Miss Rouse
brought ponchos).
The 2nd morning we had a
training session with the England
coaches which helped to develop
our netball skills. We also did
some fun challenges that we
could win awards for, this all
became very competitive!
We then went to Walt Disney
studios. That day the sun was

shining so there was no
need for the ponchos.
We headed off to rides
like ‘Tower of Terror’,
‘Crush’s Coaster’ and
‘Ratatouille’.
On the 3rd morning
we played our
proper
tournament, which
gave us our final
positions.
The
tournament
was played by over
40 schools. All of
the Crispin’s teams
played well and
pushed ourselves
hard.
It was our final day
in the park and we
made the most of
it. We went to
both of the parks
and went on the
rides we liked the
most again or rides
we hadn’t gone on
before.
We then had a
prize giving dinner
where
everyone
was awarded their trophies
from the tournament.
The next morning we
travelled back to England.
We’d had a fantastic four
days at Disney and played
some awesome netball.
We would all like to thank the
teachers who gave up their
Easter holiday in order to take
us on this amazing trip.
Lucie White (9JLY)

School news

The week of 4th July saw the
Our
annual
whole
school
production take to the
stage. After a year of
writing and composing,
Our Estate came to
fruition and was, by all
accounts, a resounding
success. The Drama and
Music departments had
collaborated over the
Autumn term to develop
plot,
characters
and
music, all of which
continued to change and
improve up to and
including the opening
night.
Creating everything
from scratch was a
challenge for both
students
and
teachers
from
developing the plot
to creating a cohesive
vision of the final
musical
including
details
such
as
costume, lighting and
set design this was a
significant undertaking. The performers also had
the additional challenge of staying motivated
when they didn’t ‘know’ what the show would be
like.

The opening night left
the cast roaring with
screams of delight
as
they
finally
realised what they
had achieved and
the high standards
the musical had
reached. The show
continued
to
develop through the
week with timing,
pace and energy
improving as the
students
grasped
the flow of the
show leading
to the final
night
which
was
truly
magical
and
received
a
standing
ovation from a
packed house.
For
those
involved, the
memory
of
being
cocreators
and
performers of an original musical will stay with
them for many years. It was a fantastic learning
experience that we hope will carry them on to
further performing arts successes in school and
beyond. Miss Handyside (Acting Head of Drama)

Estate

School news
Coaching qualification

On Friday 8th July,
Year 10 GCSE PE
students completed a
national
recognised
qualification
in
coaching and leading
inclusive sports. The
students
got
to
experience 4 new sports—poly bat, take cricket,
boccia and sports hall athletics. They were taught
how to coach and officiate these new sports while
getting to learn how to play them. They will
transfer these skills into their GCSE studies to help
them have a better understanding of how to coach
and officiate students with a variety of sporting
needs. Mrs Pedder (Head of Girls’ PE)

Celebration of Music in Berkshire

On Sunday 1st May
St. Crispin’s Chamber
Choir went on a
fantastic trip to the
Royal Albert Hall
where we had the
opportunity to sing a
variety of different
choral music. The
music ranged from
Zadok the Priest by Handel, to The March of the
Toreadors from Carmen written by Bizet. The day
was organised as a celebration of music by Berkshire
Maestros. A range of school choirs around Berkshire
came together over several months to rehearse the
selected music for the concert. Everyone who came
on the trip thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to
sing in such a prestigious venue and said it was an
experience they will never forget. We were

accompanied by
the
Berkshire
Youth Orchestra
and we were
conducted by Ben
Parry.
The
orchestra
added to the
tremendous
atmosphere
which made the
concert
even
more exciting.
On the journey
home the music
making continued
– we bumped into
some revellers on
the underground
who
were
enjoying some good natured singing and dancing.
When they challenged us to join in we gave an
impromptu rendition of Gaudete and the Hallelujah
Chorus. This had the entire carriage in laughter and
applause at our surprise response. I think it is fair to
say that the students enjoyed the trip so much that
we wouldn’t hesitate to do it all over again.
Niall Casserly (11MHT)

School news
Technology exhibition
The Technology
Exhibition 2016
highlighted
exceptional work
from Key Stage 4
& 5.
Product Design
showcased
a
brilliant A Level
docking station
against a welldesigned
GCSE
trophy
display
unit.
In Textiles, beautiful tea dresses were on display
with fine attention to detail from the GCSE pupils. A
level Art Textiles students raised the bar with
imaginative exhibits based on a variety of themes.
Graphics GCSE students showed their interpretation
of architecture in a range of settings such as football
stadium, dream homes and ‘man shed’. Engineering
was also presented during the evening
demonstrating electronic circuits made by the BTEC

students.
Photographs of GCSE Catering tasks highlighted
students’ performance in their controlled practical
sessions this summer. Food Technology A level and
GCSE exemplar coursework was shown also
exhibiting their hard work throughout the year .

Miss Imogen Smith (Acting Head of Technology)

Rob Dickie

Celebrating The Bard

Ex-pupil and
Reading
FC
player
Rob
Dickie came
back to visit
the school to
show
his
England shirt
which
he
recently wore
in his U19s
England
debut.
Rob
was part of
the
England
team that beat Germany 2-1 in
Rotherham in April.
Wishing you all the best for next
season. @RobDickie96

To celebrate 400
years since William
Shakespeare’s death,
the Library ran a
whole school trail
competition . They hid
6 plays, 6 genres and
over 30 characters
around the entire
school and pupils had
to find all of them and
then match up the
play with its genre
and it’s 5 characters.
The winner was
A
Anderson-Peled,
right, (8ETA) who
received a book and a
merit as her prize.

School news
Lego Mindstorm

St. Crispin’s Robotic club took part in the South of
England LegoMind Storm Robotic challenge at
Bristol UWE University where they won first prize
for their presentation ‘living in space’. In addition
to designing living accommodation in space, the
team had to programme their robot to complete
seven challenges including launching a rocket and
rescuing the stranded astronauts. The team then
had the opportunity to tour the robotics facilities at
the university, one of Europe's largest robotics
labs, and discuss with staff and students the
amazing developments that are taking place in the
world of robotics.

The Year 12 BTEC Engineering group had the
opportunity to visit the Facilities Show at the Excel
Centre in London on Tuesday 21 June. The visit was
organised by Mr Wells on behalf of JCA Engineering
LTD to promote careers in Engineering with young
people. The visit included an inspirational talk by
Colonel Tim Collins OBE, which JCA Engineering
organised for the group to attend and an
apprenticeship talk from BIFM.
JCA Engineering also covered the travel cost of the
visit and had special sweatshirts designed and made
Jitterbugs
for the group as a souvenir of the event. The students
Year 7s battled it out with their jitterbugs after found the day very informative and made many
designing and developing their individual designs . X contacts to follow up career opportunities in
and Y were the overall winners.
Engineering.
The Technology department is forward thinking and
are always developing new and innovative ways to Year 10 Grand Prix
motivate students and enhance the learning
environment.
The Year 10 BTEC engineers
designed and made an
electronic car during their
engineering lesson and then
had lots of fun racing them.
D Keast (10EJA)
was the
overall winner.
Mrs Beglin (Teacher of
Technology and Engineering)

School news
Mock Trial final
On 14th May 2016 students from Year 9 competed
in the Mock Trial Competition. It was only the
second time in St. Crispin’s history that we had got
through to the regional finals. The Mock Trial
Competition is an incredible learning experience
and gave us all a useful insight into the legal
profession. It helped us learn both debating skills
and public speaking, which will both one day
benefit us when we move onto what is ahead of us.
The competition was hard and with little time
beforehand we did have to work extremely hard in
order to prepare. The cases we fought and were
complex in terms of the legalities. It was our job as
the prosecution and defence teams to discover
discrepancies in the witness statements and exploit
the witnesses who made mistakes on the stand
during cross-examination. In the first round we had
fought the case of assault upon a taxi driver. Both
our teams were very successful in arguing their
prospective cases and we managed to come first in
that round.
This next round was the regional final and we knew
the competition was going to be tough. We were up
against Upton Court Grammar School from Slough
and Charters School from Ascot. This case, as
expected, became a lot more difficult and complex.
This time our case was of verbal abuse through the

UK Junior Maths Challenge
40 top set Year 7 and 8 pupils at St.
Crispin’s School took part in this year’s
Junior Maths Challenge. Over 250,000
pupils across the UK sat the exam and
the top 6% received gold certificates,
the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. Our
pupils achieved 8 gold, 7 silver and 11 bronze
certificates. The top pupil in year 7 was Timothy
Wyper and in year 8 was Joe Reddin. They will be
receiving their certificates and prizes in assemblies
this term. 4 of the year 8 pupils; Joe Reddin, Lauren
Upex, Declan Healy and Daniel MacMillan have
achieved so highly they have been invited to
compete in the next round, the Junior
Mathematical Kangaroo.

use of the internet. The evidence in the case was
very circumstantial and subjective making it very
hard to pinpoint who was guilty. Furthermore, the
evidence available to the prosecution team was
weak making it difficult to convict the perpetrator.
We, the defence team, managed to win this case by
proving there was no guilt on our client however in
the second half when the prosecution team were
out in the court, we weren’t as lucky and lost the
case. Even though it was clear that we had a
stronger argument, the evidence made it difficult to
convict.
Whilst we didn’t advance any further into the
competition we still left those court rooms with an
advanced knowledge of English Law and the way the
court system runs. We also leave with skills such as
public speaking, debating, building a coherent
argument, many of which we will require in our
future aspirations.
“I am so proud of the whole team and their
achievements. They represented the school
impeccably and I wish them all the very best in their
future careers” Mrs Sharma (Teacher of English and
Media Studies)
Congratulations to the whole team – A Mitchely, R
Jones, L Hart, R Butterfield, O Myers, I Dowling, D
Taylor, C Bevan, D Taylor, A Rajpaulsingh, E Wise, M
Conner, Patil.
Anna Mitchley (9JLY)

School news
Polli:nation at St. Crispin’s
The
Science
Department
has
recently won a
prestigious grant
funded by Heritage
Lottery.
This
funding will help us
to
raise
the
biodiversity at St
Crispin's with a key
focus on increasing
the number of
pollinators.
Pollinator species
include bees, beetles, butterflies and flies, all of
which play a key role in our environment, ensuring
that our fruit and crops get pollinated. Without
pollination, the fruits or grains will never form. One
of the most important pollinator species are bees
which are responsible for pollinating the millions of
tomato flowers that then develop into fruits
(tomatoes) each year. Spare a thought for Aussie
tomato growers that are not allowed to import
bumble bees into glasshouses and the native
species do not live in large colonies, therefore the
only way to pollinate the millions of flowers in a
commercial glasshouse is by hand with a vibrating
toothbrush! Our project will allow us to increase
the number of pollinators through land
management at St. Crispin's, letting wild areas
grow, increasing the number of wild flowers and
establishing habitats more suitable for insects.

We
have
already
planted 400 trees
across the site and
established an area we
are letting
grow
wild. We will be part
of a 3 year national
project to collect data
on the impact of our
improvements to the
school and we will be
working closely with
three partner primary schools including
Westende and All Saints.
We want you to get involved too! We would like to
see how many people we can get to leave a wild
area in their gardens at home. We would love it if
you could leave at least an area 1m x 1m to grow
wild. This could be a boarder or a patch or even on
the side of your house. We would then love it if you
can send in a photo of the site and we will build a
biodiversity display at school (please pop your email
address on the back so we can add you to our
mailing list). Now I realize, overgrown grass has
been in the news a bit around Wokingham lately,
but this will look great given a bit of time. Wild
flowers grow best when the grass cannot compete
because of a lack of nutrients, so definitely do not
add any fertiliser or compost and 2-3 times a year
cut the grass back and take it away. We will ask
again for photos of your beautiful biodiversity patch
next year.

School news
Polli:nation at St. Crispin’s continued
Not only will this
area look great,
encouraging
beneficial insects to
your garden and
helping any crops
you grow, but it will
also help to provide
a network of patches
for insects across the
borough to increase
local biodiversity.
We would also like
you to join us in the
national
survey,
which
involves
counting the number
of pollinators that appear in a 1x1m patch of your
garden over a period of 2 minutes, so it is dead
easy. You can find out all you need to know
at tiny.cc/pollination. The survey will ask whether

you are part of
the school or an
individual, please
choose
the
individual option.
Lastly,
we
are
looking for any keen
Lepidopterists
(moths
and
butterflies!) as we
are
looking
to
purchase a moth
trap and would like
to know if someone
would be interested
in coming into
identify moths with
some of our students. If you are interested in helping
in anyway, please get in touch.
Dr Rose (Head of Science) rosed@crispins.co.uk

#Somme100

On 1st July, Mr Davis delivered an assembly to mark
the 100th anniversary of the beginning of a battle
that has gone down in British infamy. It was
described by the British Prime Minister as “the most
gigantic, tenacious, grim, futile and bloody fight
ever waged in the history of war’.
He asked pupils to reflect and take a moment of
their time to remember an event 100 years ago.
On average, throughout the course of the battle,
the British lost 866 men per day, 36 men per hour, a
man every 2 minutes.
6 men from this town gave their lives from this
town in the Battle of the Somme.
Five men lost their lives on the 1st day of the Battle

of Somme.
5. Out of 20,000 who died along with them.
5. Out of Wokingham’s population of 7,000 at the
time.
So to put that into perspective.
Had St Crispin’s existed in 1916 – one pupil from this
school would have died on the 1st July 1916.
So why remember? Remember because we might just
end up finding out a little something about ourselves.
Remember because when we take the time to pause,
we might find out something that we didn’t know
before. Remember, because that something we just
found out might help us to make a change in our lives
for the better.

School news
Prefects Training Day
On Monday 4th
July, the Prefects
and
Senior
Prefects
embarked on a
trip to Ufton
Court
for
a
training
and
leadership day.
Beforehand, we
had been sent a
questionnaire to
fill out, on which
we had to pick one word out of four which we felt
best described ourselves. Then we counted the
total amount of ticks in each of the four columns
and were assigned a letter: C, B, S or T.
On arrival at Ufton Court, we were told that each
letter referred to a personality group. Everyone
was either a Circle, Box, Squiggle or Triangle, some
people were even two or three different groups.
From the Triangles who were strong leaders, to
Circles who were just generally kind and caring, the
questionnaire returned interestingly accurate
results and almost everyone agreed with the shape
that they had been assigned.
We were all divided into ten groups, each with a
mix of the four personality types to make perfectly
balanced teams. Then each group had to undertake
different tasks. There were activities involving
being blindfolded and relying on another person in
your group to guide you, as well as team work

exercises and building trebuchets and cars.
After lunch in the grounds, we returned to our cars
and trebuchets and everyone in the teams
suggested ideas on how we could improve the
prototypes and make them better and stronger.
We began by improving the cars, where we
proceeded to race them against each other, one
person pushing, one person riding, and a fair few of
them falling apart. We ended by improving the
trebuchets, we did this especially quickly by
applying our new team work skills. Then we used
them to launch wet sponges across the lawn at
each other, which soon became a massive water
fight.
Despite the hilariously chaotic water fight and all
the fun we had, we still learned a lot about how
different personality traits are all important
components to a team and how best to utilise
them, as well as learning a lot about ourselves and
our own personalities.
Katie Smith (12JBA)

Year 7 news
Teambuilding at Whitemoor Lakes

We got on the coaches
and the minibus at the
beginning of Period 5.
There was a buzz of
excitement as we
made our way down
to Whitemoor Lakes.
When we arrived we
were
warmly
welcomed by the staff
who then showed us
around the centre.

The activities were
challenging but fun
and the instructors
encouraged us to do
things we wouldn’t
normally have done
without then. Some of
the activities included
climbing,
abseiling,
canoeing, zip wire and
high ropes.
On Saturday evening
there was a disco and
the atmosphere was
electric
with
the
teachers dancing their
hearts out!
The weekend helped
us to becomes more
confident and work well with each other as a team.
It was a memorable weekend and we were very glad
to have the opportunity to go on such a great trip.
Emily St Clair and Emma Pill (7LDR)

Superstars

H McLeod, right, (7SKA)
recently participated with
her Reading Superstars
cheerleading team, Stun, at
the Cheersport Wales 2016
Cheer and Dance national
championships. Stun, who
were only formed this year,
were named the winner of
their division and national
champions 2016 for their
division. Overall 14 teams
competed for this title.

Year 7 news
Warwick Castle

Year 7 visited Warwick Castle on June 29th. The
weather was terrible but it takes more than
torrential rain to stop St. Crispin’s! Staff and pupils
made a fantastic effort to overcome the conditions
to explore a real medieval castle and maybe
experience just a little of what it would have been
like in the Middle Ages.
Mr Alderslade, Teacher of History
Warwick Castle was amazing! Although I don’t like
heights, Mr Davis encouraged me to go up the
tower! The weather was terrible and rainy. At first
I thought that I wouldn’t enjoy the trip but once I
was there I loved it. Also we saw a catapult which
threw a rock which was on fire.
Jessica Asquith (7JA)
Warwick Castle was really good fun. It’s a shame
the weather was so bad. I enjoyed the Great Hall
and the Birds of Prey show. It was amazing there
and I would go again in the future.
Holly Collins (7JA)

Science Club

Science Club is held by Miss Roberts-Garth every
Tuesday lunchtimes in S3 for pupils in Years 7 & 8 .
One of the activities they carried out this term was to
trick their senses by plunging their hands from freezing
water into warm and also by making some ‘reverse
ears’! They may look funny but they worked! (see left)’
“This year we have had the most dedicated set of
Science Club students yet! With as many as 25 regular
attendees, members of Science Club have shown drive
and determination, be that in working towards their
CREST awards, putting their school uniform to the test,
designing parachutes for eggs or racing balloons. All of
the students should be very proud of what they have
achieved this year.’’
Miss Roberts-Garth, Teacher of Science

Year 8 news
The Black Country Museum
On Thursday 5th May Year 8 went to The Black
Country Museum to learn about the coal and mining
industry during the Industrial Revolution. Our
coaches left at 8:00am for the 2hr journey to the
area surrounding Dudley.
Once we arrived our tour guide called Paul met us.
He took us to the fish and chip shop as we were all
very hungry and told us that our boat would be
arriving in half an hour. After hearing this, we all
very quickly ate our lunches in order to make the
boat in time.
Luckily, as the boats were running a bit late we
made it with plenty of time to spare. We were all
given hard hats and were told to climb aboard the
canal boat that had been modified so we could all fit
on. It took us through the old mine tunnels that
weren’t flooded yet to show us how difficult and
poor the working conditions were for the miners.
The driver of the boat explained to us that two men
used to walk along the walls of the man-made
canals in order to pull the boats filled with coal and
iron along. He even let some of us try to move our
boat using only our feet.
After we had returned from the boat trip Paul told
us it was time for our lesson in a Victorian School. I
found it particularly scary as the teacher, who made
us call her Ma’am, said that the devil sits on our left
shoulder and controls the left arm
so nobody is allowed to write
with their left hand, which is bad
for me as I am left handed.
Thankfully she didn’t pick on me
to cane, but she did pick on Miss
Rouse, as she didn’t bring her
tuppence for the school outing.
After the particularly harrowing
experience, we learnt about the

Newcomen Atmospheric Engine that was invented by
Thomas Newcomen. This early steam engine was
designed to pump water out of the mine shafts
before the miners’ shifts started in the early morning.
This invention was crucial to the survival of the
miners as this prevented them from drowning
because the mines had filled with water the night
before. Our last stop before the fairground was the
old mine shaft; here we said goodbye to Paul and
thanked him for being our tour guide. We were given
helmets by the mine guides and dimmed torches to
represent the candlelight the miners would have had
to work with and were lead into the mine. It was very
cold in there and dark but we all enjoyed the figures
and the shaking floor as an explosion went off.
The final destination was the 1930s fairground with
many original rides like the
Boston-Cake-Walk,
HelterSkelter, and Swing-Boats. This
was a really good way to end a
really enjoyable trip. The coach
took us back to St. Crispin’s
where our parents were waiting
to take us home.
Fynn Jordan (8ISM)

Year 8 news
Braving the elements at Lulworth Cove

On Wednesday 29th June, Year 8 went to Lulworth
Cove and did many activities. First of all we learnt
about all the types of rocks in the cliffs of the cove.
We saw the five examples on the ground outside
the tourist centre. There were 5 types of rocks in
total and they stretched over the Cretaceous and
Jurassic period which is why it is called the Jurassic
Coast. After that we went on a walk and saw the
Lulworth crumple and all the forms of erosion in
one place. Then we went down to the beach of the
cove and saw the natural circle created by nature.
We observed how the ripple effect has slowed
down the rate of erosion in the cove and also how
rough the sea can be on a stormy day! To finish off
we all had a nice dry lunch then went around the
town and observed how the coastal town is created
for the tourists that visit every year.
The main reason we went to Lulworth was to
observe how coasts were formed and also because
of the dramatic coastline, how did tourists affect
the town and coast. Even though the weather
wasn’t on our side that day and many of us got
very, very wet, we all enjoyed the natural British
weather with the pride and happiness only the
British can manage every day at the seaside!
Stella Armitage-Ward (8MSA)
On Wednesday 29th June, Year 8 students went on
a Geography trip to Lulworth Cove. The coach trip
took about 2 to 3 hours and everyone was
anticipating that the weather would clear up
enough for ice-cream. No such luck. Some people
still had it, despite the unfortunate weather.

It was freezing cold, windy and pouring with rain.
However, that didn’t stop us from seeing the
incredible sights that Lulworth Cove had to offer.
One very exciting event was seeing the crashing
waves eroding rocks by the sea. You couldn’t actually
see the rocks being eroded, but we were told that
over hundreds of thousands of years the rock is
slowly being eroded.
At lunch we all huddled up in one of the classrooms
and ate our lunch (and luckily for us our food
somehow didn’t get soggy). Many people went to get
fish and chips which took a long time as the queue
was so long! Afterwards we went to the gift shop that
had tons of magnets and seaside items.
The tour guides taught us about the different types of
rock and rates of erosion, which will hopefully help us
with our assessment. We then got the coach ride
home, although we were still quite wet at that point!
Kate Russell and Thistlerose Longson (8JN)

Year 8 news
Fit to Study
All of the pupils who opted in to do the study have
recently been put through fitness tests to measure
their current level of fitness. These results will be
used as base data for the study which begins in full
in 2017.
Some of the students have also been wearing
heart rate monitors to see how hard they are
working in PE lessons and to compare their fitness
levels to what they were like at the beginning of
the year. Students’ thoughts on physical activity
and the study itself have also been collated
through discussions with PhD students from
Oxford Brookes University.
It has been exciting to be involved in the pilot of
such a high profile study which could have an
Below: N Bennet and J Copeland (8ISM)
Bottom right: M Williams (8MSA)

impact upon how PE lessons are taught in the
future. We look forward to seeing the results soon.
Mr Nelson, Head of PE

Les délices du fromage français

At the beginning of
July, Year 8 pupils
gathered
in
the
Modern
Foreign
Language classrooms
to sample a range of
French
cheeses
during a cheese and
grape juice tasting.
Teachers explained
that cheese making
goes back thousands of years! France is the country with the best cheese
selection in the world and each region has its own special cheese.
Before trying the selected cheeses of Camembert, Port Salut and
Emmental, pupils heard more information about some of the more
pungent cheeses. Some French cheeses are so smelly that they can bring
tears to your eyes when you open the box! The older the cheese, the
stronger the smell.
So what did the pupils think of the cheese they tasted? Camembert was
surprisingly popular despite its stronger smell but Port Salut and
Emmental were also a success. Pupils were originally put off by the
strong smell of cheese that surrounded them but eating it with bread
helped them overcome that hurdle.
Well done for having a go!

Year 9 news
Ufton Court Teambuilding

On 29th June we went on a teambuilding trip to
Ufton Court. When we first got there several
separate activities were set up and we were given
10 minutes to complete each of the tasks as a
group. This gave us an opportunity to get to know
students from the other side of the year and get
used to working together in a team. The afternoon
activities included building a catapult and shooting

water balloons into a parachute. The afternoon
activities were the best part, meaning we could
work in bigger groups. Overall, despite the bad
weather the trip was a great way to help us build
our team building skills and meet some new
students.
Robert Butterfield & Daisy Mason (9JLY)

On Tuesday 12th July, 180 Year 9 students were
privileged to hear a talk from Holocaust survivor,
John Fieldsend, as part of a visit organised by the
Holocaust Educational Trust (HET).
John Fieldsend was born on 11 September 1931 in
Czechoslovakia. They lived in a town called Dresden
in Germany and John has an older brother. At the
age of five, John and his family began to experience
much anti-Semitism, so his mother and father
decided to move back to Czechoslovakia. In June
1939, John and his brother were sent to England on
Kindertransport and were fostered by two separate
families. Here John learnt English and remained
with the family until his own marriage in 1961.
After the war, he received a letter from his parents
and family photo albums. Through research, he
discovered that his parents had been sent to Poland
and killed. John was later able to discover the name
of the man who had put him and his brother on the
Kindertransport. His name was Nicholas Winton,
and he was responsible for saving the lives of over
600 children during the Holocaust.
His talk was to enable students to better understand
the Holocaust and to explore its lessons in more

The Holocaust remembered

T McEvoy (9RAN), M Sayegh(12RWS), John Fieldsend and S Love (9SPR)

depth. The visit was part of the Holocaust
Educational Trust’s extensive Outreach Programme,
which is available to schools across the UK.
Head teacher Ginny Rhodes said: “The Holocaust
Trust provide vital work. We are so very pleased
to welcome to St. Crispin’s such a speaker and are
delighted that our students in Year 9 had an
opportunity to reflect on Mr John Fieldsend’s
experiences. It means a great deal to be involved
in this work.”

Year 10 news
Across the sea to Normandy
On 24th June, a group of Year 10 students left for
Normandy, France. Whilst there we visited a town
called Honfleur which was very beautiful and
artistic. We had a day trip to Bayeux where we
shopped at the market and saw the Bayeux
Tapestry. That evening we went to one of the
landing beaches to play games.

The next day we travelled to visit the famous Mont
Saint Michel where we toured the historic abbey.
It was a lovely day but was very windy and tiring.
That evening we went bowling and we all agreed
that was great fun.
Monday was our last day and we visited Caramels
d’Isigny, a caramel factory before heading home to
England.
Mollie Bourne & Genevieve Forester (10EJA)

Slapton Ley Geography trip
The pictures seen
left and below are
of the Year 10
Geography trip to
Slapton Ley Field
Study Centre (FSC)
in Devon which
took place at the
beginning of July.

The National Grid
We recently spent five
days at the National Grid
for work experience and
spent our time seeing exactly how everything
worked. There was a lot of teambuilding
activities which were used to help us discover
how the National Grid works.
Staff showed us around and gave us a full tour
of each main component gas pipes and
electricity substation.
We spent the week working in groups and
learnt valuable team and engineering skills.
James Devereux, Alex Smith, Sophie Neale,
Yohannah Tadewos (Year 10)

Year 10 news
Enterprise Day
On Enterprise Day we worked as a team to build a
tower out of spaghetti and marshmallows. This
helped us to fit into our new groups so we could get
along and work well together for the rest of the
day.
We then began to look at and check each others
CVs in order to try and improve them and ensure
they had the correct information on them.
After this we had a talk on work experience and had
tips on how to get a job. The afternoon was spent in
our groups creating our own small businesses.
I really enjoyed the day as it was fun and it was
useful to find out how to write a professional CV.
Sarah Woolf (10KMN)
It was great to have a chance to work on my CV and
to get some professional advice. Having the
opportunity to act as a Business Manager was very
interesting and showed me the importance of
teamwork and cooperation.
Being able to present my hard work to my peers
was very rewarding and really helped improve my
presentation skills.
I thoroughly enjoyed the day and it was an amazing
experience.
Oakley Mayhead (10HBE)

We started off the day building a tower by using
marshmallows and spaghetti. We all got our CVs
checked by professional business advisors. We then
created our own “business company” by working in
our teams.
During the day I
learnt how to make
my
CV
more
professional
and
how to display the
information in the
correct
and
presentable way.
Sanaria Serri (10CY)

Year 11 news
Year 11 Prom

We returned to
Trunkwell House for
the Year 11 Prom.
The venue was
lovely and was the
perfect setting for
the students to
celebrate the end of
their GCSEs.
After
days
of
miserable weather
the sun came out as
the students arrived
in a variety of
vehicles including a
horse
drawn
carriage, classic cars, double decker buses and
many more. They were greeted on the red carpet
by friends, family and a complimentary drink. A
professional photographer was on hand to capture
the occasion. Once family and friends had departed
the evening got underway. Students spent their
time dancing, eating and having their photos taken.
There was also an award ceremony where prizes
were given in numerous categories and the prom
King and Queen were crowned.
Mrs Delaney and Miss Fleet had worked tirelessly to

arrange the evening and
create
a
wonderful
atmosphere. The students
looked fabulous in their
finery. It was a fantastic
evening enjoyed by both
students and staff alike.
I wish all the students best
wishes for the future and
hope they are successful in
whatever they chose to do.
Mrs Fosker (Head of Year 11)
Special thanks to The Moment
Images, Photography by Sally
Hitt

GCSE Results Day—Thursday 25th August
Year 11 9am—11am

Year 10 10am—11am

Year 11 news
Leavers’ Day 2016
As per tradition on the day before Leavers’ Day,
students gathered at lunchtime to sign farewell
messages onto each other’s shirts. Leavers’ Day
for students is their last ever full day at school
before study leave begins and they continue their
hard work in preparation for exams. The day
concluded with Ms Rhodes handing out the
prizes for the best costumes (see below).

1st place: C3PO
L Moss

2nd place: TwoFace
G Osborne

3rd place: The Simpsons—C Butler, D
Butler, C Taylor
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Year 11 news
Leavers’ Day 2016
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Head Team Times
Welcome to our regular feature
Welfare Committee

Head Team Class of 2016

C THORNLEY –
DEPUTY HEAD
GIRL

the Instagram account,
with the chance of
winning a £10 Amazon
voucher! While this was
really fun to discuss and
organise with the team
regarding posters and
prizes, we had to be
diligent as to stick to our
aim: to advertise the
Instagram account. Since
the competition began
we have had an increase
in
publicity
and
followers – successful
work from the Media
Committee!

Being a part of the Head
Team so far has been so
much fun. I have been
leading
the
Welfare
Committee and we are
aiming to improve the
community and wellbeing
of all the students in the
school by continuing to
promote and improve The
Hive, which is a studentrun club offering a friendly Left to right: C Thornley, J Boseley, R O’Riley, E Yeo
place to go on a Monday
lunchtime. Also, I would like to help increase the
amount of support offered to external students; Project Committee
being an external student myself, I believe there is
always room to improve the initial welcoming of
E YEO – DEPUTY HEAD
new students to help them settle in. Last week the
BOY
Head Team helped external Sixth Form students
Our role in the Project Committee is to come up with
settle in on their induction day and it was very
new ideas that can help benefit all of us in and
rewarding to find them mixing quickly and easily
around the school. In the most recent school council
with other students with our help.
meeting, the committee discussed ideas about what
Media Committee
we would want to change within the school. Our first
idea was to develop an app for smartphones that acts
as a planner for the students; this could perhaps
R O’RILEY – HEAD GIRL
replace the current planner which is likely to get lost
Being on the Head Team
or broken over the course of the school year. Another
this term has given me the
idea we had was to create a first aid training focus
pleasure and responsibility
day, since this is a life skill that we believe everybody
of taking over the Media Committee on our Student
should have. Our final idea was to add more sports to
Council. Working with the students from across the
interform for the lower years; this could increase
year groups has enabled us to run a competition on
competitiveness between forms and appeal to those
the school’s Instagram (crispinsschool). Students
who want to do more sports within school.
were able to submit their own design for a logo that
These ideas are still a work in progress but we are
would then go on to become the profile picture of
hoping to put these into action shortly.
@crispinsschool
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Head Team Times
Healthwatch Committee
J BOSELEY – HEAD BOY
In this term I have taken over from Jon as leader of
the Healthwatch Committee in the Student council.
St. Crispin’s school has worked closely with
Healthwatch Wokingham over the last year and we
are proud announce the launch of a brand new
health app called ‘Appyness’. It has been an exciting
experience for all of us involved as the students
have had a large input into the development of the
app. The student leaders have been excellent in
communicating the ideas put forward by the
school, as we worked with the ethos of ‘made for
students, by students’ running competitions and
survey’s to decide on the logo, name, contents and
presentation of the app. We hope it will allow other

young people suffering from mental health issues
an accessible and useful platform to seek help and
the necessary support that they need in a
comfortable environment. We would like to thank
all of the staff at Healthwatch Wokingham for giving
us such a unique opportunity and we hope that the
hard work that has been put in this year will help
achieve our aim of helping people affected by
mental health issues. If you would like to find out
more about our involvement in this launch, visit
http://healthwatchwokingham.co.uk/.

Important dates for next term
Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September—Inset days

Monday 24th—Friday 30th October—Half term

Wednesday 7th September—First day of term

Thursday 3rd November—Key Stage 5 Options Evening

Friday 9th September—Years 7 & 10 photos

Wednesday 9th November—Year 12 Safe Drive trip

Thursday 22nd September—Year 7 Tutors Evening

Thursday 10th & Friday 11th November—Autumn Gala

Year 12 Parents’ Information Evening

Thursday 17th November—Year 8 Focus Day

Monday 26th September—Year 6 Open Evening

Saturday 19th November—PTA Comedy Night

Wednesday 28th September—Year 6 Open Morning

Monday 21st November—Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Friday 30th September—Year 7 Focus Day

Thursday 24th & Friday 25th November—Autumn Play

Tuesday 4th October—Year 6 Open Morning

Tuesday 29th November - Year 7 Learning Disabilities Day

PTA Welcome Evening

Wednesday 7th December—6th Form Senior Citizens
Christmas Party

Wednesday 5th October—Year 11 Careers Fair
Thursday 6th October—Year 6 Open Morning
Tuesday 11th October—Year 6 Open Morning
Thursday 13th October—Trips Day
Friday 14th October—Year 6 Open Morning
Thursday 20th October—Year 11 Parents’ Evening

@crispinsschool
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Christmas Concert
Thursday 8th December—Year 12 Parents’ Evening
Monday 12th December—German Exchange departs
Thursday 15th December—TEAM celebrations
Tuesday 20th December—Last day of term
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Sixth Form news
Sixth Form Induction Day
I found the
induction days
very helpful as
well as being
enjoyable. It was
a
good
experience
to
see what our
lessons will be
like and a good
opportunity to
meet
new
people and make friends with those in our new
tutor groups. The army activities in the afternoon of
This year I was lucky enough to attend the finals of
the poetry recitation competition, Poetry by Heart.
All the winners of their county competition (mine
was in Oxford) were invited to Homerton College,
part of Cambridge University, to not only compete
for the title of regional and national winner but also
to enjoy a poetry filled weekend.
After everyone had arrived on the first night, we
were all invited to the dining hall for a welcome
dinner lit only by candle light, and with poetry-filled
menus. It was a great chance to meet the people
from my region who I would be competing against.
It was great to meet many different kinds of people
but who all shared the experience of participating in
Poetry by Heart. After quickly becoming great
friends and also from what the organisers said, I felt
that the whole weekend was more than a
competition, but a celebration of poetry. All the
participants cheered each other on, and through the
nerve-racking performances my fellow competitors
seemed a lot more like my supporters.
Before our first
performance we
went
on
a
literary
tour
around
Cambridge
where we heard
about the stories
@crispinsschool
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the second day pushed us to collaborate as a team
and helped us to form bonds with one another. I
am very excited to be attending St. Crispin’s Sixth
Form as I feel I will be successful in my studies there
thanks to the good working environment and the
support
shown
by
my
teachers!
Becca Matthew (11MHT)
The two induction days for Sixth Form were great
fun and very helpful. They were useful in helping
me conclude my subject choices for next year. The
team building activities put on by the army were
enjoyable as I got to know my new form and
improved my abilities to work as part of a team to
compete a task. Overall the two days were very
useful and thoroughly enjoyable.
Matt Brady (11ETH)

Poetry By Heart
of the famous
writers who had
attended
the
university and
we went to the
places they had
been. It was an
enjoyable trip on which we were able to see the
beautiful colleges and scenery of Cambridge.
After the first night of competition we were able to
hear the judges read and recite their own poetry: a
highlight of the trip where the poets not only spoke
the poems but performed them, some even with
authentic accents and it was a great opportunity to
hear new kinds of poetry.
I was lucky enough to win my regional heat and get
into the final nine, but I think the best part of the
competition was seeing the different ways people
performed poetry. Some were physically expressive,
others sombre, some with accents and even poems
in Middle English. It’s an experience I’m glad to have
had and I strongly encourage other students to
compete next year: you will not regret it!
Josie Wright (12KSU)
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sixth Form news
Year 13 Leavers’ Day
The long established
tradition is that the
year group gather in
their common room,
in their costumes at
10am. The Sixth
Form team and I find
it exciting to wait for
them there as every
year we are wowed
by the inventiveness
of the students
costumes and this
year held many
wonderful surprises. There are always students who
arrive with costumes which are grouped together
and this year these were spectacular. There were
two groups in particular who will stay in my
memory. Ten of the girls were dressed as bottles of
beer which was made very much more fabulous as
Mr Eastwell father of Frances one of the ten had
painstakingly created an incredibly authentic
looking wooden crate! They walked into the
Common Room, (with great difficulty) in sync with
each other. The picture of this will amuse. The other
really striking example was a group of students who
had visited lots of local charity shops and created
elderly (meant with huge affection folks) characters
for themselves. Amongst the group there were
married couples who had been together for many
years, such as Janet and Keith. What was special
about this group was the fact that the group had
invented complete back stories for themselves and
they stayed in role for the majority of the day!
Other memorable groups included bunches of
Grapes, Mario Karts, Disney Princesses and Batman
and the Gotham City villains.
The best individual this year was Lara Weaver
dressed as Mike Wazowski from Monsters Inc.
The group enjoyed some drinks and light breakfast
food as they got together seeing the inventiveness

of
the
costumes
bought and created
and at this point
many pictures were
taken
including
pictures you will see
to accompany this
piece. After an hour
we all headed over to
the Main hall where
the wider staff joined
us for refreshments.
In the hall Ms Rhodes
gave a moving speech
about
their
contribution to school
life and her hopes for
their future which lies
ahead of them. She
then and judged the
fancy
dress
competition.
The
costumes, including
the prize winners mentioned can be seen on the
school website. Georgia - May Willems made us all
laugh when she collected the best group prize on
behalf of the Old Geezers in character as Keith who
proceeded to interview Ms Rhodes about the
school! This was very funny and much appreciated
by Ms Rhodes who joined in very quickly.

A Level Results Day—Thursday 18th August
Year 13 7am—9am

Year 12 9am—11am

Sixth Form news
Year 13 Leavers’ Day
The entertainment continued back in the Common
Room with the Head Team and Georgia-May who
did a great job of giving out the annual awards once
more in role. These are voted for by the students.
Drum rolls were heard as students picked up
awards such as, the award for the for the Student
Most Likely to be Prime Minister in the future and
others much less flattering! The mutual affection
and fun in the room at this time is always fabulous
and reflects perfectly the Sixth Form community. I
and the team are so proud to lead. We hope the
friendships developed in the Sixth Form will last

many years into the future.
The highlight of the day is after lunch when Banny
(Site Controller) breaks out the BBQ and as usual he
did a great job with burgers and bacon on offer to
all who wanted them. The inflatables this year were
the giant assault course and a human demolition
arena. The students enjoyed these very much and
cheered as Mrs Rankine knocked Mrs Spooner
down, off her perch! No one was hurt and all of the
students left the site smiling and ready to face the
weeks of examinations which faced them. Myself,
Mr Yeatman, Mr Patterson, Mrs Spooner and the
whole Sixth Form, team were there until the end to
wish them all the very best. Mr Yeatman, the new
Deputy Head of Sixth Form and I very much hope to
see them smiling again on results day in August.
Mrs Rankine, Head of Sixth Form

A Level Results Day—Thursday 18th August
Year 13 7am—9am

Year 12 9am—11am

Work Related Learning
After
considering
to a possible £36,000.
Apprenticeships—Get
in.
Go
Far.
university as a path
After applying for the
for
further
position, I had a couple
education, I looked at
of online tests, then the
other options I could
next
stage
was
an
choose. Apprenticeships
assessment
day
with
following
the
practical and theoretical
engineering career path
aspects that I really
I wanted to go down
enjoyed. A few weeks later I
had always appealed to
heard back from Jaguar
me but seemed to be
Land Rover and they
lacking
academic
offered me a position as a
qualifications. Then I
Degree Apprentice. I was
found
Degree
delighted. This pathway
Apprenticeships
or
will allow me to pay for
Higher Apprenticeships
accommodation and have
that allowed you to have
some disposable income
a job whilst going to
whilst learning and working
university to gain a
for a reputable company.
degree. They were the
Apprenticeships are only
best of both worlds:
available within specific
great qualifications and university experience whilst fields such as engineering, media and technological
having all tuition fees paid for and a job during and centred businesses, so aren’t available for everyone.
after further education. After discovering these, I But if it is an option for you I urge you to consider it. I
searched many companies for the best Degree have already met many course-mates during meet
Apprenticeship. I found one at Jaguar Land Rover ups and cannot wait to begin this wonderful
that really appealed to me; going to Warwick opportunity.
University and an annual salary from £18,000 rising Andrew Nicol (13DR)

Looking on the Brightside with E-mentoring

A group of Year 10 students will soon to be taking
part in the Heon/Brightside E-mentoring pilot
scheme which will be running from October to
December 2016.
During this time the students will be matched with
a University student with similar interests to them
who will offer them guidance on all things
@crispinsschool
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education and careers related via a safe online
programme.
This will happen twice a week during tutor time in
which the students can access the programme,
speak to their mentor and also access online
activities that are aimed to help them prepare for
the future.
www.crispins.co.uk
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Work Related Learning
Aileen Sinclair - Careers Advisor

My name is Aileen Sinclair
I am St. Crispin’s School Careers
Adviser and I come into your school
every week
Please come and see me for
information, advice and guidance on:







Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor, Head of Year or Miss
Roberts-Garth for an appointment. I
am in the careers room in the black
corridor, opposite the Art &
Photography rooms.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sports Week 11th—15th July
Year 8

Year 7
Year 7 Rounders Interform Tournament

Year 8 Rounders Interform Tournament

Female Performers: P Evans, E Rhind
Male Performers: L Territt
Female Team Player: S Valdambrini
Male Team Player: D Mee

Female Performers: A Randall
Male Performers: A Hardwick
Female Team Player: A Meldrum
Male Team Player: S Hamblin

Tutor group 7BHA, above, cheer on
their peers

The winning form for Year 7 Rounders were 7JA

The winning form for Year 8 were 8ETA

The winning form for Year 7 Softball were 7LWO

The winning form for Year 8 Softball were 8JN

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports Week 11th—15th July
Year 9

Year 10

Year 9 Rounders Interform Tournament

Year 10 Rounders Interform Tournament

Female Performers: G Murphy & L White
Male Performers: H Glithero & R Smith
Female Team Player: C Nind
Male Team Player: R Lawrence

Female Performers: M Adams
Male Performer and Team Player: M Hook
Female Team Player: M Noone

The winning form for Year 9 Rounders was 9RAI

The winning form for Year 10 Rounders was
10NWE

The winning form for Year 9 Softball was 9KSH

The winning form for Year 10 Softball was 10CY

@crispinsschool
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Sports news 11th—15th July
Track and field day

Results
To be announced during final assemblies
@crispinsschool
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Sport news
Congratulations
to T Longson, left
(8JN) who was
awarded her
SSKA Junior
Instructor badge
in April, enabling
her to assist in
teaching
Shotokan Karate.
She later
achieved her
black belt in in
June.
Well done!

Congratulations to H McLeod, right (7SKA) who recently
participated with her Reading Superstars cheerleading
team, Stun, at the Cheersport Wales 2016 Cheer and Dance
National Championships. Stun were named the winner of
their division and National Champions 2016 for their
division. Well done!

Well done to N Jones, above (8MSA) who won gold at the
Bishops Stortford Team Judo Championships on Sunday
17th April winning all four of his fights.

Well done to L Clark, above,(7JA) who
took part in the U13 Badminton County
finals in May, helping Berkshire to get
silver.

Sport news
Rounders fever

Well done to the Year 10 Rounders Team, above,
beating Emmbrook 21.5 - 9.5.
Player of the match: E Macedru—Weds 4th May

Year 7 & 8 Rounders teams above and right,
Yr 7 Rounders team were placed 2nd out of 5 schools
at a tournament at Waingels on 15th June

New sports club timetable coming soon in the Autumn Term

District Sports—May 2016

M Mee (8MSA) 1st place shotput

Yr 7 Girls’ Relay - 1st place

F Hodge (7BHA) 4th place shotput

L Hart (9RAI) 3rd place high jump

L White (9JLY) 1st place javelin

G Neto (10KMN) long jump

L Noone (7JA) 4th
place high jump

C Streich (8ETA) 1st
place shotput

L Mallabar (9SPR) 3rd
place 800m

S Cowling (10) 5th place 800m

New sports club timetable coming soon in the Autumn Term

Sport news
Track and field

Palmer Park—Tuesday 7th June
Left to right—M Gash, 2nd in 1000m, P Evans, 1st in Javelin, Yr 7/8 relay team—F Hodge, C Chebe,
O Hayhurst, H Stone—1st place. Maddie Mee-1st Shot

Well done
to the Year
7/8 athletics
boys squad,
left, placed
first in the
finals at
Palmer Park
on 28th
June

Congratulations to M
Temmink, right, (8NRO) who
has been chosen by Berkshire
Hockey to go through to the
South East's JRPC (Junior
Regional Performance Centre)
for U15's .
Year 7 & 8 athletics team, left

Jolly hockey sticks

Sport news
Yr 8 Champions
Congratulations to the Yr 8 Boys’ Football
team, left, for being awarded the title of
League Cup winners beating Piggott 2-1—
25th April

Yr 9 Champions
Congratulations to the Year 9 Boys’ Football team,
right, for beating Waingels
3-2 in the final and becoming League Cup Champions in
April

Inclusive tennis tournament
Bulmershe School - 21st June

Left : B Radage, B Goodman, T Hersleman,
B Waters, S Valdambrini, R Hemelge, E Legg

Please request to follow
@stcrispinssport for photos and
latest news

New sports club timetable coming soon in the Autumn Term

Sport news
Year 7 Interform football
Interform kicked off with Year 7 football in May
with huge interest and enthusiasm from
students’. Every tutor group and tutor committed
fully to getting teams out and playing to their best
making sure that boys and girls were given an
equal chance to play.
Every match was closely fought to the end with
some exceptional performance from individual
students.
However only one team could be victorious; a
highly anticipated final saw a close match between
GHE and LWO, with LWO taking the crown as
INTERFORM FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS. Well done to
everybody who played you were a credit to your
tutor groups.
Mrs Pedder (Head of Girls’ PE)

7SKA

7GTR

7LWO were crowned Inter-form champions
in a closely played match against 7GHE
FINAL SCORE 4-3

7LWO

7LDR

7SKA v 7LDR

PTA news

PTA news

PTA news

Other school news
Uniform
Sales of second hand uniform this year
generated £900. Our stocks are
running low, so if you are having a
clear out we would be really grateful
for any donations of good quality
uniform!
Fundraising
This academic year, with your help, the PTA have raised
over £6,000 and funded the purchase of a new lighting
console for the Drama Department to use in their
productions. As well as holding uniform sales and
providing refreshments for a number of school events
(for example the summer production) we held two sellout Comedy Nights and the annual Quiz Night. This has
only been possible with the help of everyone who
organises these events and those who come along and
support them, so we would like to say a huge thank you
to you all!

Instagram competition
At the end of term a
competition was run
for pupils to design
a new Instagram
design for the St.
Crispin’s account.
Congratulations to
Milo
Von
Vliet
(8MSA) who won
first
prize
(see
design right). He will
receive a £10 amazon voucher as a prize.
Well done also to the runners
up Alicia Harrod and Lana
Elwood.
Follow us at crispinsschool

Term Dates 2016/2017
Autumn Term
Wednesday 7th September—Tuesday 20th December
Half Term
Monday 24th October—Friday 28th October
Spring Term

Half Term
Monday 13th February—Friday 17th February
Inset Day—Monday 20th February

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans /Summer 2016

Wednesday 4th January—Friday 31st March

