Gifted and Talented – Business Studies & Economics

Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4 pupils study the OCR course which involves 3 modules of People and Business, Marketing and
Enterprise and Production, Finance and External Business Environment. The module Marketing and
Enterprise is assessed via a controlled assessment and able students will be able to carry out independent
and more in-depth research into their local area. For example, setting up their own focus group and analysing
demographic statistics.
The pupils at GCSE need a good grasp of business examples and real life case studies and as such the more
reading they can do around the topics the better. There are a wide-range of business resources in the school
library including monthly business reviews and a plethora of books can be found on many business topics.
In class worksheets are divided into three levels and able students are encouraged to work on extension
activities. Able students will also engage in higher order tasks such as evaluation, problem solving and
creative thinking.
We have a challenge box containing activities to stretch and challenge able students and these are
particularly relevant to the accounting and finance section of the course.
Extra material for able students is also featured on our e-learning site:
http://vle.st-crispins.wokingham.sch.uk/moodle/course/category.php?id=164

Key Stage 5
At Key Stage 5 we offer Business Studies A Level and Economics A Level and the AQA examination board is
used for both subjects. Economics is a popular choice for able students. All students will be expected to
undertake a research task every two weeks and this will necessitate research and reading around the subject.
In additional to the school’s central library which is plentifully stocked with Business and Economic textbooks
and magazines, the department has a smaller but well established library in the sixth form area. At AS and
A2 students are expected to have a range of case studies and examples even beyond those discussed in class
from which to draw upon in their answers and they must use these to create a portfolio of case material.
At the start of the A2 course in economics students have the opportunity to participate in ‘Target 2’ - an
intense and elite competition organised by the Bank of England. Students will have to collate and analyse
macroeconomic data and suggest to a panel of judges their view on the current rate of interest.

Online resources:
Please refer to our e-learning site for post 16;
http://vle.st-crispins.wokingham.sch.uk/moodle/course/category.php?id=185

