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Headteacher’s letter

The end of school year
It is amazing to me that we have once again
reached the end of the academic year! Time has
flown and understandably so as I reflect on how
packed the school year has been from the
introduction of our transformed catering
arrangements in September and ending with our
exceptional school production of “Les Miserables”
in the final weeks of term.
So as one happy and full year ends it is appropriate
to say a fond farewell to colleagues who are
retiring. Both Harry Atkinson and Jan Frostick have
been members of our Learning Support Department
for many years. As stalwarts of the team they have
offered hours of patient and helpful support to
many students in lessons. This one to one support
and encouragement will have meant a great deal to
students and we are grateful for these colleagues’
contribution to the school.
We also say a very fond farewell to John Cornish
who has been a wonderful part of our Geography
department. St Crispin’s has benefited enormously
from John’s sage advice and professional
experience having previously been an Assistant

Headteacher at Ryeish Green. I have no doubt
students and staff alike will miss his great wit and
warmth.
Mrs Margaret Sampson who has served as our
excellent school SENCO for ten years also retires this
summer.
There is no doubt that Margaret’s
intervention and help has meant many students
successfully and happily learning at St Crispin’s and
leaving as confident young adults. After a long and
highly varied career (including the Prison Service
which gave her great preparation for life in a
secondary school) Margaret leaves us having
transformed our work for young people with special
educational needs. We will miss her!
We wish our retirees a most wonderful and happy
retirement.

Proposed Autistic Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) provision at St. Crispin’s for
September 2017
As this particular academic year concludes I do want
to take the opportunity to share information about
the future development of the school. Specifically
regarding St. Crispin’s hosting a specialist Autistic
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) provision.
ASD is a
developmental condition where the young person
has specific challenges in communication and social
interaction. The condition makes negotiating day to
day life and learning complex and as such young
people with an ASD diagnosis need a great deal of
scaffold support to thrive in a mainstream school.
For many years similar specialist ASD provisions have
been successfully established in our close neighbour
schools of Westcott Infants and Westende Juniors.
Up until this point in time there has been no such
specialist provision for ASD students at a secondary
school.

The last day of term is Tuesday 21st July as with our normal arrangements students will finish at 12.40pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm.

Headteacher’s letter continued
This means in many cases young people needing to
move out of the Wokingham area for their next
steps in education which involves either a long day
of travel or even a residential placement.
Wokingham Borough Council approached us to ask
whether we would consider hosting such provision
for up to 5 students per year.
We are confident that it is better for students who
are able to progress to another mainstream
supported provision to do so and feel St. Crispin’s
has the capacity and desire to do this (and do it
really well!) The unit at Westende School is called
“The Acorns” so we would hope our provision
might be called “The Oaks” at St. Crispin’s!

In order to host such a development the Governors
needed to be confident that not only could we
provide an outstanding specialist provision but that
such a unit would bring benefit for all students both
present and future. We firmly believe this to be
the case and that a provision will strengthen the
work of the school and appropriately fits into
positive and inclusive ethos.
The launch of the provision is some time away!
The Oaks is planned to be in place for September
2017 and would be situated, following a very
significant refurbishment, in our existing Sixth Form
area with its own bespoke entry and drop off point.

New Sixth Form Block

Changes to the School Day
Next September we will be making a very small
change to the timings of our school day. For some
time now I have been burdened that our school break
time is rather short and not giving sufficient time for
students to have something to eat or drink and have
some fresh air. Therefore we will be adding an
additional 5 mins at break time and working more
efficiently in our registration and assembly
arrangements. This improvement to the school day
will not mean any change to our normal start and end
time.

School Finances

As we release our existing sixth form area for the
purposes of the unit we will in turn have a bespoke
designed and brand new Sixth Form Block.
As you know (from the many times I have publically
said so!) I have always been ambitious for a new
@crispinsschool

Sixth Form building suited to the needs of a 2015
learner and so we are utterly delighted to be able to
secure this for our students. The new Sixth Form
and indeed the specialist provision are both planned
for a joint opening in September 2017.
Like all things, nothing is entirely confirmed until
those pesky details such as final capital sum funding
and planning permissions are entirely pinned down!
That said I am keen as ever that all members of our
school community might be involved in sharing their
views on this new development and as such I am
pleased to highlight a process of public consultation
regarding the specialist unit that Wokingham Borough
Council will run in the new term during September. I
will alert you when that formal consultation begins
and in the meantime I would be very happy to receive
your comments or views via letter, website contact or
email! I will also be available to answer any questions
from parents/carers at the annual PTA AGM on
Thursday 24th September at 7pm in the library.
As a final note it is worth emphasising that the final
decision for both the provision and new Sixth Form
build is beyond our control but I remain ambitious to
deliver both for our students!

In recent months I have begun to have discussions
with members of the PTA and Governors about the
increasing challenge of managing the levels of funding
for the school. As you may or may not be aware
Wokingham is the lowest funded area for education
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Headteacher’s letter continued
in the whole country. Certainly we are beginning to
feel the pressure.
In the new term I will be writing to all parents/
carers to request families might consider a regular
contribution to the school if they are in a position to
do so. We take any such request very seriously and
are keen to emphasise there is no pressure to
contribute! I will be sharing thoughts and plans of
how to make this request at the next PTA AGM
which is on Thursday 24th September at 7pm in the
school library. I would welcome all views if you
are able to join the team on that evening.

Defibrillator
If you have visited
the school reception
in recent weeks you
will have seen that
we now host a
defibrillator.
The
defibrillator
was
purchased as part of
a Wokingham and
Charity partnership
scheme following a
very tragic death of
K Cengiz
a child in a local
(8RAI)
primary school due
to heart failure. All
our first aiders have been trained to use the
machine but in fact they are designed to be used by
anyone and have proper fail safes so that the
machine cannot be used improperly.

Homework
Not many issues spark the interest of parents (and
indeed students) more than homework! It is a
subject that ignites deep passions at both ends of
the scale. From Mums and Dads feeling “nothing is
ever done!” to others feeling the pressure of too
much…
In the next academic year it is my intention to
review the way we set and arrange homework. We
@crispinsschool

will begin this process by exploring the most recent
educational research as to the benefit and best
practice for homework task setting. I think it likely
that this will lead to our refreshing our approach
and later in the school year will share our thinking.

Educational Reforms
During the next
academic
year
and
in
the
following years
you will become
increasingly
aware of very
significant
educational reforms that will affect your sons’ and
daughters’ education. The changes that have been
introduced by the Government are very wide
reaching.
Perhaps it is best that I begin with our oldest
students. In September our new Sixth Form students
will be the first cohort of students who will take a
combination of Legacy (meaning existing A-Levels)
and Reformed (meaning new from 2015 A-levels).
Government reforms mean that A-Levels are no
longer going to be split into a two year course but
change to linear assessment (in other words exams
taken at the end of a course instead of assessment
during the course as in the form of coursework or
midpoint smaller exams). This means that all Year 12
students across the country will have a combination
of legacy and reformed A-levels.
There is a
complexity with this transition period that is
explained in greater detail via a letter from the Sixth
Form team to the families who are affected.
Similarly if your son or daughter is in Year 10 in
September (currently in Year 9) then they are part of
the first national cohort to take part in the Reformed
GCSE. In the first year this is limited to just Maths
and English. This change is very wide reaching with
the new reformed GCSEs moving from being marked
A*- G grades to a number system of 9 – 1, where the
number 9 is the highest grade and number 1 the
lowest mark.
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Headteacher’s letter continued
Not only does the grading system change for the
Reformed GCSE but the level of demand and the
threshold measure increases. As you probably
know currently the threshold is set at “C” or better.
In the Reformed GCSE students will need to achieve
a grade 5 or better to meet the threshold. To put
this into context if we were to equate a grade 5 to
the current GCSE it would be the same standard as
the top third of current candidates achieving a C
and the bottom third of candidates achieving a B
grade. In short the GCSE becomes harder with a
higher pass mark!
In terms of assessment students will be mainly
judged by end of course exams with only limited
coursework in a small number of practical subjects.
Our students in Year 9 next September will do
reformed GCSEs in all subjects with the exception
of Technology subjects that will reform the year
after.
Please note there is greater detail on the school
website
http://www.crispins.co.uk/schoolcurriculum/ which explains these curriculum and
assessment changes for each and every year group.
Despite the great period of change ahead I am
pleased to say that we have carefully considered
our curriculum and learning and teaching plans to
support every young person to be as successful as
possible.

The last day of term is Tuesday 21st July finishing at
12.40pm and we return on Thursday 3rd September
with the following first day of term arrangements:
08.30am
Year 7 to the Gym
08.30am
Year 12 to the Lecture Theatre
09.30am
Year 11 to Main Hall
09.30am
Year 13 to the Lecture Theatre
09.30am
Year 10 to Sports Hall
10.00am
Year 8 to Gym
10.00am
Year 9 to Sports Hall
All lessons will start at 11.20 (period 3)
Ginny Rhodes – Headteacher
KS4 photography competition winner:
Branner Thompson (10ND)

Finally
I do wish all families and staff a wonderful summer
break and hope that it is a happy and refreshing
time for all.
KS3 photography competition winner: Kaya Cengiz (8RAI)

@crispinsschool
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School events
Proud parents, staff
and
students of St. Crispin’s
recently gathered together on
16th July to celebrate the
annual Presentation Awards.
Throughout
the
evening
families saw students pick up
their academic, sporting and
artistic achievement awards.
The school welcomed Deputy
Wokingham Town Mayoress,
Cllr Gwynneth Hewetson and
her husband Mr Tony
Hewetson and Wokingham
Borough Mayor Cllr Parry
Batth. Guests also had the
pleasure of listening to an
inspiring speech from guest
speaker
Cllr
Charlotte
Haitham Taylor, Executive
Member
for
Children’s
Services.
Arriving to music relating to
happiness, Ms Ginny Rhodes’
theme for the evening was
‘Making a Difference’. In her
opening address she stated
that “the students that were
receiving recognition and
prizes are young people who
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Presentation Evening

St.Crispin’s School

have made a difference in terms
of their studies, but they have
also made a difference to the
people who were with them to
celebrate that evening.” She
explained that anyone can make
a difference but not everyone
makes the effort to do so. She
asked families to remind
themselves that what we do,
however small it may be, it
makes a difference.
Following on from Ms Rhodes,
Charlotte
Haitham
Taylor
continued on the theme of
‘Making a Difference’. Before
handing out the prizes to all the
deserving students. The evening
finished with closing remarks and
thanks from Chair of Governors
Geoff Wilde and professional
photographer, Sally Hitt from The
Moment Images, on hand to
capture families’ proud moments.
These photos will be available to
download free of charge after the
events
on
the
website:
www.crispins.co.uk/Information
for Parents/Presentation Evening
2015
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School events
International Evening
St. Crispin's International Group comprising of parents,
staff and pupils celebrated their 5th anniversary on 17th
June with over 17 countries offering colourful and aromatic
food to all who attended this wonderful evening.
Additional countries were also offering performances of
song, dance and African drums. There were craft stalls and
even a collection of Jaguar cars which were on display as
part of the lots in the Silent Auction which was held in
memory of a loved member of the group with all proceeds
going to the Duchess of Kent Hospice where she was cared
for.
The Silent Auction raised an astonishing £1,100 for the
hospice where families bid on an array of prizes ranging
from a Pakistani meal for four, a photo shoot with a
professional photographer and handmade and bespoke
designed jewellery. The cheque was presented to the
hospice on 17th July (see photo below).
It was yet another evening of colour, atmosphere and joy.
Families meandered their way through the tasting stalls,
while listening to live music and were privileged to have a
preview of this summer’s production of Les Miserables.
One parent commented “Another successful International
Evening and what a joy for me being part of it together
with all of you!”
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher, said "Our International
Evening goes from strength to strength and is a lovely and
important celebration of the rich diversity in our school
community."
Below: Presentation of the cheque to The Duchess of Kent
Hospice

School news and events
After a very
long journey
we have just
returned from an amazing ski trip in the Sunday
River Resort with the school. Despite it being
tiring it was an insane trip with everything from
high speed(!) skiing in the snow to relaxing in a
heated pool outdoors in the snow. When skiing
we had excellent instructors who helped us
through the range of weather conditions we
experienced whether it was extremely hot and
slushy or very cold, icy and quick we were even
fortunate enough to have a foot of fresh snow!. In
the evenings we were entertained with the
cinema, bowling and Hard Rock café which was
very interesting. As if that isn’t enough you would
then be eating delicious food such as a full cooked
breakfast everyday! We had 5 days of skiing and 2
days shopping in outlets and Boston. The outlets
consisted of top retailers like Abercrombie and
Fitch, Calvin Klein, Nike and Ralph Lauren and we

Sunday River Ski Trip

made the most of our spending money! Overall it
was an amazing experience with friends and
definitely not for the lazy. It is a trip I wish to go
on again and if you get the opportunity that I
certainly wouldn’t recommend missing!
Max Watson (9EJ)

Technology exhibition
For A level, students have the opportunity to
study Food, Art Textiles, Product Design and
Engineering BTEC. The photographer took photos
of two of our AS level students, Jessica Mangar
and Ella Wyatt with their timed exam pieces in
which they had to complete within 8 hours of
exam conditions in their Art Textiles exam.
As a Technology Team we are immensely proud of
what our students achieve and it is lovely to share
their successes with their parents on evenings
such as these.
Above: J Mangar (12ABS) and E Wyatt (12KW)with their
creations

Our exhibition was to showcase the work of our
GCSE, AS and A2 students. GCSE Technology at St.
Crispin's covers Food, Catering, Product design,
Resistant Materials, Graphics, Textiles and BTEC
Engineering and we included the work of over 100
of our students. The photographer took photos of
Chloe Connell and her dress that she made for
Textiles, and of Matthew Jamison and his Thor's
hammer, which he made using our 3d printers
and laser cutters in Product Design.

Mrs L Hawkins (Head of Technology)

School events
Les Misérables
It was with great pride that we presented the
2015 St. Crispin’s School production of Les
Misérables last week. The company was over a
hundred strong and performed to a full house
every night, where the audience rose to their
feet in appreciation of the company’s
performance.
Our story followed the revolutionary history of
19th Century France through the eyes of the
wretched, poor and dispossessed with Victor
Hugo’s characters reimagined through the lyrics
of Alain Boubil and Herbert Kretzmer and
illuminated through the music of Claude-Michel
Schönberg.
In Les Misérables we explored many aspects of
what it is to be human by
tracing the life of the reformed
convict Jean Valjean: ‘A man, no
worse than any man’. The
themes of sacrifice, duty,
justice,
redemption
and
forgiveness jostled for our
emotions and attention.
To tackle such a monumental
and renowned piece is both a
challenge and a privilege. Since
the auditions and the beginning
of the rehearsal process it was
clear that this is a musical that
has a strong resonance with
many of the students. It was
wonderful to have in depth
discussions with the students
about their interpretations of
the story and the music. The

teamwork, camaraderie and leadership of
students this year has been superb.
Some have questioned the relevance and
freshness of Les Misérables, nearly 175 years after
the June Revolution of the story
and 35 years after the original
Paris production. Given the
tumult in many parts of the world
and with many populations still
living as the oppressed people of
Hugo’s title, spending time
exploring how ordinary people
respond when the forces of
history sweep away the life they
know is worthwhile.
We are very proud of the
students and we are very grateful
to the school and wider
community for their support of
the production.
Kate West - Director
Jamie Hudson – Musical Director

School events
Costa Brava Trip
The trip to Spain was
amazing! We went to a water
park which was insane. All
the rides were really fun.
There was a beautiful beach
a 5 minute walk from our
hotel and a swimming pool in
the complex which was ours
to use at our disposal.
However the best part of the
trip was all the football. We had training sessions
with local coaches where we were given an insight
as to how the Spaniards had been trained which
was very visible in the games we played against the
local clubs. It was really interesting to see the
different styles of play between our typical football
culture and theirs. There may have been a slight

language barrier but football acted as an
international language. To finish off the superb
week we visited the Nou Camp, home to Barcelona,
the Spanish giants. Where the Spanish football
style we had witnessed the day before was
displayed at it’s very finest. It was a great holiday.
Michael Valdambrini (9EJ)
Below: Miss Rouse and Miss
Hill

On Monday 15th June, the RAF Red Arrows Stunt group were
returning from a performance in Runnymede to
commemorate the 800th anniversary of the signing of the
Magna Carta.
It took a month to plan their flight path by a local Wescott
parent, who is an Air Traffic Controller at Heathrow. He
arranged for the unit to drop down to display altitude (approx.
200 metres) for a flyover of Westcott Infants, Westende and
St. Crispin’s.
Lunch break was specially arranged for an earlier time to allow
all students and staff to witness the spectacular display.
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher said "The pass by was brief but
the impact huge! Students and indeed staff truly enjoyed the
spectacle."

Red arrows

School news
Mock Election

for audience questions. The students asked a
number of questions ranging from each party’s
policies regarding: climate change, military
spending and the trident programme, and the
voices of young people in society. Each member of
the audience then had the chance to vote whilst
the politicians answered individual questions. Once
the votes were tallied the results were presented
to the audience. Labour came out on top with
fifteen.
votes with The Conservatives, The Lib Dems and The
Greens tying in second place with 14 votes each.
The experience was an enjoyable one as it gave
young people to hear from the people vying for
their votes and support. Ben White (Year 11)

The afternoon began with a
welcome
from
Mrs
Rankine, the head of sixth
form. She introduced each
of the candidates for
Wokingham from Labour,
The Lib Dems, The
Conservatives, The UK
independence party (UKIP),
The Green Party and an independent candidate.
Each of the candidates was then allowed five
minutes to voice the beliefs and policies of their
respective parties before opening themselves up

English Gifted & Talented
On Monday 13th July, a select group of English
Literature students in Years 10-13 went to visit the
University of Warwick, after an academic year of lessons,
with a student from the University.
On the day we met the Professor of comparative
literature, and analysed texts and media upon the topic
of 'Dystopia. which followed on from our previous topic
from the Gothic genre of 'The Undead.' After this we had
a tour of the campus, which was fascinating as you got a
real feel for university life from a first hand perspective.
This included the many academic blocks, the student
union, and some of the accommodation buildings near the centre of the university.
Overall it was a very interesting day, and I hope to continue the project further.
Ciara Coyle (10HBK)

School news
Prefect Training Day

What makes a leader? Is it the
way they speak? The way they
walk, talk or stand? Or are they
simply born a natural leader?
Becoming a prefect is a title that
a few Year 10s and 6th formers get every year at
St. Crispin’s as a reward of showing leadership in
class but, as many people know, it is hard to
understand what characteristics a leader would
have that furthers their project, their team – and
themselves. That’s why the Prefect Training Day,
which occurred on Monday 6th July, was such a
pivotal moment in our prefect experience.
Joined with the sixth form head prefects, the
bonding and learning was constant all
throughout the day.
We began by meeting Simoné, Laura and Jay.
The trio came from Future Foundations, a group
dedicated to teaching leadership skills to
everyone – from school children to business
women and men.
Simoné began by telling an anecdote
(accompanied with some breakdancing, as every
good intro should) before he went on to
introduce Laura, who has ventured on
expeditions to the Arctic worlds, and Jay, a
woman who has run multiple marathons and
assured us that it’s “never too late”.
After a few icebreakers with our peers for the
day, we got to mind-map what personality traits
make a leader (such as innovative; collaborative
and organised) and how we can pull those into
our own leadership to make us more confident.
As well as that, we learnt the power pose (hands

on hips like superman); the importance of
communication in a team and how to control our
tone, facial expressions and stance so that our
actions would convey what our words couldn’t.
The Prefect Day taught us how to find our voice,
practice public speaking skills and motivate
ourselves and our peers to be good leaders. It
showed us the importance of mentors and
seeking inspiration but also self-assurance and
listening to others.
The talents we learnt are important to not just
leaders but everyday people, and we’ve learnt
that everyone is, indeed, a leader if they try hard
enough.
Sharon Igbokwe (10CFL)
I really enjoyed the training day, and we did many
group exercises to learn about leadership and
to
improve
our
team
working
and
communication skills. In small groups, we also
came up with lists of actual problems within the
school and possible solutions for them, and then
voted on the most important issues and best
solutions as a larger group. This helped to give an
idea of how we as prefects could help to solve
issues relevant to us and how we
could have a more significant and
worthwhile impact.
Catherine Lawrence (12KBR)

Year 7 news
Big First Aid Lesson

On 12th June 2015, Year 7 were taken out of
period 5 to watch an informative program by St.
John’s Ambulance on First Aid.
The programme covered head injuries, soft tissue
injuries, asthma attacks and severe allergic
reactions. They showed scenarios to do with the
subject and discussed what to do with experts.
They also interviewed several members of the St.
John’s Ambulance group.
Afterwards there was a quiz to consolidate what
we had learnt. There was also a chance to do a
Question and Answer session with the teacher.
We have learnt a lot from that session and hope
that we, too, can be the difference between a life
saved and a life lost.
Abigail Anderson-Peled (7ETA)

Big Bang Science Fair
We went to the Big Bang Fair South East. It’s where
we played on lots of stuff like learning what happens
if you smoke and what kind of stuff is in your body.
We saw an Oculus Rift which is a headset where you
see a game and it looks like you are inside the game.
We had to use teamwork when we went into the
SPECTRA challenge, when you wore a helmet with a
camera on top in a dark room. Two people had to tell
you where to go in the room. The whole day was
really fun and we learnt quite a lot about science. It
made us think about doing scientific careers when we
are older like informing people about lung cancer and
engineering bridges like in an activity that we did.
Overall the best thing about the day was seeing a
science magic show.
Alisha Riley and Joshua Desson (7MSA)

Le petit-déjeuner français
I enjoyed the French Breakfast
how you had to order in French
because it was a real life situation
so that we got a real taste of
rather than just a classroom. Also,
French culture.
we spoke French to people we
Georgina Mann (7NLI)
didn’t know so they wouldn’t have
I really enjoyed the French
known our ability
breakfast because we got to
Lauren Upex (7NLI)
practise the skills we were learning
I thought the French Breakfast was
in a practical way. It was a chance
Above: Year 7 pupils enjoying
good for our learning because we can
to find out what it’s like to order things
the taste of France.
use this as a skill in life. Also I thought
in a more realistic way rather than in a
that it was good that there were actual
classroom behind desks. We also got to
French visitors there so we could actually practice
hear other people talking in French which helped
our speaking skills.
improve my accent. It helped my confidence because
Amy Wilding (7NLI)
I would feel happier if I were to order something in
I really enjoyed the French Breakfast because we
France.
got to experience how the French eat. I also liked
Charlotte Addy (7NLI)

Year 7 news
Vex club

Nature reserve
We are helping to design and make products for
our nature reserve beside the science block. We
are researching the birds, bugs and plants that
inhabit or visit this area. Our aim is to produce
information on the residence of our nature
reserve and also to design and build bird and bat
boxes to encourage more visitors.

Our club is all about
encouraging girls to get
interested in STEM,
Science,
Technology,
Engineering and Maths
subjects.
We
have
applied for a grant to try
and get our own VEX
robot kit especially for
girls which we will build
and program. We then
hope to be able to work
with girls from our local
primary schools to show
them the exciting things
STEM has to offer.

No short circuits

(From left, Freya, Aimee, Alice, Kate Back: Louisa)

Crest Award
Bronze
CREST
awards are given
to students who
produce
a
project
about
STEM. Year 7
pupils have been
working hard on
their
‘rocket’
projects for this
term. They made a working rocket, tested it and
improved their plan. As part of their evidence
students produced a detailed write up. Well
done to everyone who received an award.

During the summer term
Year 7 students had great
fun designing and making
a flashing lights circuit
using
a
range
of
electronic components.
They
then
vacuum
formed the casing to
house the circuit they
made.
The
students
researched a range of
opportunities to use their
circuits.
I did not think I could
make such a difficult
circuit!
Mrs Beglin, Teacher of
Technology
Left: The decorated end
results by Sabrina Mahdi
and Fynn Jordan (7ISM)

Year 7 news
Warwick Castle

The trip to Warwick Castle was very enjoyable. I
learnt a lot more about the castle itself. I also
found the birds of prey show interesting. There was
a large variety of activities there for everyone.
Even though I am scared of heights, I braved the
steep stairs in the castle. The steps seemed never
ending but at least I was with my friends. My
favourite part of the day was the archery show.
All in all, the trip was one of the best this year.
Josh Wenstrom (7NRO)

The trip to Warwick Castle was really exciting. We
got to go up all four towers which was tiring but
the views at the top were definitely worth it.
There was a birds of prey show where a man came
and showcased the eagles and vultures which lived
in the castle grounds. My favourite bird was the
grey and black vulture called Dyson.

Also there was a very interesting Horrible Histories
show where two people dressed as different kings
and townspeople and discussed the history of the
castle.
An archer came before the show and shot some
arrows at a target and got to make noises when the
arrows landed.
Tamora Longson (7NRO)

Year 8 news
Black Country Museum

On May 14th, Year 8 got to experience The Black
Country Museum and all its glory. We got to do a
variety of activities including going down mines,
visiting a Victorian school and a canal boat trip.
During the day we were in groups and had
costumed tour guides to take us back in time to The
Industrial Revolution.
One thing I can say is that we all enjoyed the
delicious fish and chips which were definitely worth
the two and a half hour coach journey.
All in all the trip was a great day out and we won’t
be forgetting it anytime soon.
The Black Country Museum is based in Dudley in
the West Midlands. It is an impressive and now one
Corin Mylett, Ella Wissett and Sarah Grenham of largest open-air museums in the UK spanning 26
(8SPR)
acres. It recreates, through original buildings, how
life was back in the Industrial Revolution.
What should have
been a normal Year
8 French lesson was
turned
into
a
gastronomic
feast
one morning in July.
Year 8 pupils were
given
the
opportunity to try a
range of French cheeses during a cheese and grape
juice tasting.
Cheese making goes back thousands of years!
France can boast about being the country with the
best cheese selection in the world and each region
has its own special cheese.
It was explained to pupils that cheese is a staple of
the French diet. It is quite common to eat cheese
before dessert, at lunch or dinner and the French
eat more cheese than any other country in the
world.
Before trying the selected cheese of Camembert,
Comte, Port Salut and Emmental, they learnt more
about some of the more pungent cheeses. Some

A lesson in French cheese tasting
French
cheeses are
so
smelly
that they can
bring tears to
your
eyes
when
you
open
the
box!
The
older the cheese, the stronger the smell.
The cheeses were handed out and pupils were
reminded that the most important part of tasting
cheese is to smell it first. You taste more with your
nose than you do your tongue.
So what was the outcome—J’aime? J’adore? Je
deteste? Je n’aime pas?? Camembert having a
slightly stronger smell wasn’t as popular as Port Salut
and Comte. But all pupils agreed that they enjoyed
tasting something different as you never know what
you are going to like unless you try it. Well done Year

Year 8 news
Lulworth Cove

For our last trip of the year, we went to Lulworth
Cove to see the amazing features. Lulworth is part
of the Jurassic coast and is a world heritage site.
The Jurassic cove is a large stretch of coast from
Orcombe point in Devon to Studland bay in
Dorset. On the hottest day of the year we took a 23 hour coach ride to the south coast of England.
First we were given a tour of Lulworth’s features
which include the embryonic cove, Stair Hole and
Lulworth cove itself. We were taught how the
cove was formed and the order of the rocks that
make up the land.

The order of which is Portland, Purbeck, Wealden,
Greensand and chalk. Portland was the strongest
rock which formed over 150 million years ago.
After the tour we did a test to see how tourism
affected Lulworth by counting pedestrians in the
nearby area and rating on several subjects such as
noise and litter. Next we were allowed to have
some free time and most of us bought ice cream
from the numerous shops. We then made our way
home and arrived at around 5:20pm.
Henry Wilson (8KSH)
On 1st July the whole of Year 8 were taken to
Lulworth Cove for a great day by the sea. We took
with us lots of water, suncream , lunch and spending
money.
On the coach it was very hot and stuffy but we made
the most of it and played some games.
When we got there we had lunch and were shown
around by a guide.
I loved the smell of
the sea and the
beautiful cove. I
would definitely go
again.
Sarah Arran and
Julia Tyrala (8LW)

500 words competition

Earlier on this year one of our Year 8 pupils,
E Stevenson (8KSH), was chosen as a finalist out of
120,421 entries for Chris Evans BBC Radio 2, 500
word writing competition. She later visited St.
Jame’s Palace where the winners were announced.
Here is what she said about her entry.
I entered the 500 word competition because my

mum first put the idea forwards, and then nagged

until I gave in. I originally
wrote two short stories,
but I chose Masks to
enter. I was very inspired
by reading last year’s
entries, and particularly
based my story on last
year’s winner, ‘Lost in
Time’. I didn’t know what
to write originally but
after a while of thinking I
came up with some ideas,
which I then turned into
my story.
Read the full story later
on in this newsletter.

Year 9 news
Teambuilding

On the weekend starting on 26th June, a large
majority of Year 9 students ventured to Whitemoor
Lakes for the annual team building weekend. Over
the weekend, by the beautiful lakes, the students
engaged in various activities such as abseiling and
rock climbing and many more. “The zip wire was
the best because it felt like I was flying!” One
student said. With the help of teammates, many

students were able to overcome fears and find a
new love for adventure. On Saturday evening,
students were able to unwind and bust some
moves at the somewhat questionable music choice
of the DJ at the disco. This was the last year that
Year 9 would spend a weekend away for team
building. Of course, this only happened with the
help of the teachers who gave up their own time to
come on the trip and enjoy the activities
themselves, including Mr Alderslade who brought
“Team Lewis” to tears after doing the leap of faith.
Most importantly, big thanks go to Mr MorganRussell and
Mrs
Handyside
for
organising
the
trip.
Ryan Lodge
(9PMO)

Bill Bryson prize
The Bill Bryson prize 2015 is a national competition
in which young people are asked to communicate
an aspect of science that is related to 'chance'. This
year there were over 500 entries. Year 9 pupil J
Sibley was shortlisted as one of the top 25 entries in
the competition. He worked very hard on his entry
and has won a book, £100 amazon vouchers and a
trip to London where he had the opportunity to
meet Bill Bryson and the other judges. His entry
"Schrödinger's Cat" can be viewed via the link
below: http://youtu.be/apA_hfxDCJw

Hello, I am 13 years old and currently in Year 9. I am
taking Geography, Business Studies, Graphics and
Computer Science for my GCSEs. When I leave
school I am not completely sure about what I would
like to do but I would like to go to university and
study something to do with physics, engineering or
computer programming. I first heard about the
competition as one of my teachers (Miss RobertsGarth) told me about it. There were also several
posters up around the school and I thought the
whole idea sounded quite fun. The main reason
I entered is because I love science and entering a

competition all about science, I think is just really
cool and a very fun thing to do. I am not sure why I
chose this subject to be honest. I just know quite a
bit about it and it was the first thing that came into
my head. I also thought that not many other people
would do this subject, and I think it is a good thing
to be different. I was either going to do
Schrodinger's or the Monty Hall paradox.

Year 10 news
Enterprise Day
I found that the Enterprise Day was very good. I
found it to be quite interactive and fun and it
also showed me what skills I need to improve on.
The experience of working in a team showed me
not to just do things myself and rely on my own
skills, but to rely on others and on their skills.
The instructors in our class room were very
helpful, they came up with various ideas to help
us with our business and they also showed how
important it is to work in a team, such as when
we had a variety of pictures and we had to write
little facts about them and then we had to
answer questions about the pictures.
Aiden Fletcher (10CFL)
On the 1st July Year 10 had an Enterprise Day.
Experts from businesses came to teach us
essential business techniques and told us their
experience. We talked about CVs, interviews and
business plans but the best part of the day was
when we had to get into groups and work
together on a project to design a business. We
had to buy a business and work out finances,
marketing and other business stuff. Each group
in the class gave a presentation and the best one
went up in front of the whole year. Prizes were
given out for best t-shirt, best poster, best
marketing and best presentation. Overall the day
was a lot of fun but it was also a great learning
experience and we know a lot more about
business now, preparing us for the wider world.
Rachel Espiner (10CFL)

3M trip to Bracknell
3M
is fundamentally
a
science-based
company.
They produce thousands of
imaginative products, and are leaders in scores
of markets - from health care and highway safety
to office products and abrasives and
adhesives. Their success begins with their ability
to apply their
technologies - often in
combination - to an endless array of real-world
customer needs. We had the opportunity to see
some of the amazing inventions that 3M are
responsible for. Including a liquid that does not
get wet!

Year 10 news
Slapton Ley
In order to complete our Geography coursework
we went to Slapton Sands and Dawlish Warren for
the weekend. We studied the shape, and size of
the beaches as well as the type of waves and
sediment found there so we could answer our
hypotheses. We had an amazing time staying at the
Slapton field centre and collecting data along the
beach as we had really nice weather. The

classroom sessions were really useful in
summarising our day, and we produced lots of work
to help us with our controlled assessments. I think it
was a really worthwhile experience as we learnt so
much doing practical data collection, and it made a
nice change to a classroom environment.
Ellie Harvery (Year 10)

Business talk from Piccolo Arco
Mr Veseli recently came to our
Mr Veseli came into our business
lesson and gave the whole class a
school to give us a talk about
clear understanding of the efforts
how to set up a cafe. He himself
needed to start up your own
is a local entrepreneur and
business.
spoke about day to day life as
He provided us with large
well as start-up costs of his
amounts of information to boost
www.piccoloarco.com
business. Our GCSE involves
our confidence for the Business
setting up a business and his presentation really
controlled assessment.
helped me to learn more about the way they are
We learnt about the financial side of setting up a
made. I learned about start-up costs, taxes and
business as well as the managerial skills required to
charges such as utility bills that you would
keep your business running from day to day.
normally
forget when opening your own
Mr Veseli, liked to ask us questions to see if we had
business. He told us about how to deal with
any ideas about the start up costs or the long hours
competitors by giving a friendly service and selling
that have to be worked. We were quite surprised
quality goods e.g. by having the best coffee or
when he told us the cost of some of his equipment
from his business.
ingredient around. He himself finds it hard to
After Mr Veseli had finished covering all the aspects
compete with large retailer and franchises like
to running your own business, he let us ask him
Costa coffee and Starbucks but he finds ways to
questions about his business and answer any queries
gain valuable customers and create the best
we had. His talk gave us a different perspective of
experiences he can.
what the world of business is like and what we can
Vicky Sayers (10HKB)
expect when we step out into the real world.
David Anhgel (10ND)

Year 11 news
Year 11 Leavers’ Day
The day before leavers day, students were allowed
to sign farewell and good luck messages onto each
other’s shirts.
Leavers’ Day for students traditionally represents
their last ever full day at school before study leave
begins and the hard work for GCSEs continues. The
day concluded with Ms Rhodes handing out the
prizes for the best costumes.

GCSE Results Day—Thursday 20th August
Year 11 9am—11am

Year 10 10am—11am

Year 11 news
Year 11 Prom
Glitz and Glamour was out in force at the Year
11 Prom on 1st July 2015. Luckily the sun also
made an important appearance at Trunkwell
House, Reading.
Year 11 signed off from their GCSEs in style with
a fantastic evening of fun and dancing. Students
arrived to a red carpet and drink arrival at the
manor house before a packed evening of food,
drink, awards, photos and dancing entertained
them late into the night.
At a fantastic location the Year 11s and staff
present created a lovely atmosphere to sign off
their time at St. Crispin’s.
I wish all students the very best of luck and best
wishes for the future.
Mr A. Inns
Head of Year 11

Special thanks to The Moment
Images, Photography by Sally Hitt
www.themomentimages.com

Sixth Form news
Sixth Form Induction

6th form induction day was NOT how I expected.
Given the fact I was going back to school during
my heaven-sent summer was enough to make me
feel apprehensive. However, as soon as we got
into the common room, the room was filled with
food and welcoming Year 13s. We spent four
lessons in subjects we are hoping to further at A
level; rather than making me dread my studies,
these lessons ACTUALLY excited me and helped
me realise my decisions for my options. Later on
for our second day, we had the BEST team
building activities possible. The army made a very
unexpected visit and, after finding out our form
groups, we took part in various activities like tug
of war (which we dominated I must say) in order
to bring our form together. Looking back, I already
know I've made some great bonds while having so
much fun; the sixth form induction days have
made me realise staying at St. Crispin’s was the
right decision.
Rosie O’Riley (11JA)
As the 6th form looks forward to welcoming the
new Year 12s joining us in September, the existing
Year 11s had their induction days on Thursday 2nd
and Friday 3rd July.
After their prom the night before, the students
came in at 11am and enjoyed a ‘welcome brunch’
which consisted of a selection of fruit and cakes.
This was followed by an introductory presentation
from Mr Patterson, Mrs Rankine, Mrs Collett and
the Head Team about the 6th form and what to

expect in September, as well as the agenda for
the next two days.
The students then spent periods 4 & 5 on Thursday
and periods 1 & 2 on Friday having ‘taster lessons’ on
the subjects they intend to study next term. This
enabled them to get a feel for the subjects and what
they will do in their lessons. It was also an
opportunity for pupils to ensure these were the right
subjects for them to be taking.
Working together as a ‘community’ in the sixth form
is very important, so Mrs Rankine and Mrs Collett
planned a challenge for the students, who had to
work in their new Year 12 form groups. This also
involved many existing sixth form volunteers being
judges and refereeing the challenge.
The teams of 4 students were given 20 minutes to
solve a total of 4 riddles one after the other. The
answer to the riddles gave the location of a certain
letter around the school. Once a team had solved a
riddle, they went to the location and all 4 team
members took a selfie with the letter. To get the next
riddle, students had to bring back their selfie with
the correct letter and show their group judge. Once
all riddles were solved, the groups discovered the
riddle letters spelt the word ‘ARMY’ which led the
students to find out what their last task of the
induction days would be. Although not all teams
finished within the 20 minutes, prizes were given to
the fastest team (just over 15 minutes) and the best
selfie taken.
On the Friday afternoon the students had a very
exciting opportunity as members of the army came
in to work with the whole year. As before, the new
Year 12s were split into their form groups and each
group had their own army team leader. All groups
got to participate in a number of team building
exercises such as having to place tyres in a specific
order - only being able to move one at a time or a
sack race with
5 in a sack
making sure
they worked
as a team in
order not to
fall over and
therefore win
the race.

A Level Results Day—Thursday 13th August

Sixth Form news
Sixth Form Induction
The tug of
war
saw
great team
building skills
being
developed
between
forms,
as
having
the
right strategy
lead to having more strength in order to win the
war. Other tasks included having to lift planks of
wood with only one rope and getting it out of the
given space without it falling on the floor or

Routes to Success Day
I found the UCAS talk
really useful, as I
previously didn't know
how the process for
submitting applications
worked, when interviews happened or when offers
were made etc., and all of this was clearly
explained to us. I now feel a lot more confident
about writing my personal statement, and I know
what sort of things to include and what common
mistakes to avoid. My parents also found the
evening session very helpful, where they were told
how the school supports students through the
UCAS process, and were given several useful
websites to do with UCAS and personal statements.
Catherine Lawrence (12KBR)
On routes to success day two external companies
came in to talk to us about options for further
education after sixth form. One external visitor was
a representative of Leicester University, who came
to talk about the UCAS process when applying for
universities. The other company was AIMs
Apprenticeship who came to talk about how to get
involved in the apprenticeship route. On the day we
had the opportunity to go to whichever focus group

completing tasks whilst ensuring every group
member’s foot was on the plank board.
Overall I feel these 2 days were carefully and
thoughtfully planned to give the students an
insight on what sixth form at St. Crispin’s is like,
demonstrating team work and working as a
community is a large part of the sixth form
between both Years 12 and 13. The games the
students participated in were challenging, whilst
the activities with the Army were a lot of fun and
an opportunity other year groups should have. As
a Year 13 now and part of a very social year, I talk
on behalf of my year when I say we are looking
forward to welcoming the new Year 12s into the
sixth form in September and really hope they feel
welcome and part of the brilliant sixth form at
our school. Hayley Ingle (Year 11)
we felt would best suit us or we wanted to know
more about. Those who have less of an idea of what
they want to do following year 13 were able to
attend both at different points throughout the day.
I chose to go to the AIMs apprenticeship group as I
wanted to find out what they could offer in terms of
current apprenticeships so I had an idea of what was
available for 2016 and also some information on what
employers are looking for on CV’s and personal
statements. Both of which they helped me with. After
a brief introduction about who AIMs apprenticeships
are and what their company is set out to do, the
representatives helped us register an online account
to make it easy for us to search for apprenticeships.
After creating an online profile we began to build our
CV through a template on their website. Once we had
completed a rough version of what our CV may look
like we began to focus on what industries we are
interested in to make the apprenticeships results
specific to our interests. We spent the afternoon
finding out about different aspects of the site and
looking for relevant apprenticeships that are
currently on offer to give us an insight on what to
expect come the end of sixth form. I found looking
into the apprenticeship routes very helpful and it has
given me more of an idea for what I would like to do
after leaving school and how to achieve it.
Alexandra Best (12DR)

A Level Results Day—Thursday 13th August

Sixth Form news
The year group
gathered in their
common room in
their costumes at
10am. It must have
been a shock for the
Polling Clerks in local
Polling
Centres
when
students
voting for the first
time in a General
Election turned up
wearing costumes
such as The Hungry
Caterpillar
or
painted in gold as
part of the prize winning group effort, statues of
sporting heroes from the past!
The group enjoyed some drinks and light breakfast
food as they got together seeing the inventiveness
of the costumes and at this point many pictures
were taken including pictures you might have seen
in the local press.
At break we all headed over to the Main hall where
the wider staff joined us for refreshments. In the
hall Ms Rhodes gave a moving speech about her
hopes for the future which lies ahead of them and
judged the fancy dress competition. The costumes
were incredible as always and prize winners can be
seen on the school website. My personal favourite
was Vicky Holetic dressed as finding Nemo. She
and her Mum had stitched what looked like a
couple of hundred balloons on to her costume
which looked amazing, though uncomfortable to
wear as you can imagine.
The entertainment continued with the Head Team
who did a great job with the annual Awards which
were voted for by the students. Pictures flashed
onto the screen and drum rolls were heard as
students picked up Awards such as, The Award for
the Student Most Likely to be Prime Minister in the
future and others much less flattering! The mutual
affection and fun in the room at this time was
fabulous and reflected perfectly the Sixth Form
community I and the team are so proud to lead.
We hope the friendships developed in the Sixth
Form will last many years into the future.

Year 13 Leavers Day

The highlight of the day is after lunch when Banny
(Site Controller) breaks out the BBQ and as usual he
did a great job with burgers and bacon on offer to all
who wanted them. The inflatables this year were the
giant assault course and a boxing arena which proved
to be hilarious, especially in the very uneven
matches. No one was hurt and all of the students left
the site smiling and ready to face the weeks of
examinations which faced them.
Myself, Mrs Collett, Mr Patterson and the whole Sixth
Form team were there until the end to wish them all
the very best. We very much hope to see them
smiling again on results day in August.
Mrs Rankine, Head of Sixth Form

A Level Results Day—Thursday 13th August

Sport news
Year 10 Football Champions
On the 21st April the Year 10 football team
travelled to Binfield where we played in the
district final against Garth Hill. We won 3-0 in
which was a great game of football, Garth played
well and were unlucky. Me, Chris and Ryan were
on the score sheet and it was a great team effort. I
would like to say thanks to the P.E teachers who
took us to the game and managed us.
George Spooner 10RWS

The PE Department now have an
Instagram account for pupils.
Please request to follow
@stcrispinssport for photos and
latest news.
Congratulations to N
Jones (7MSA) (left) for
coming 2nd in the
Welsh
Open
Judo
Championships

Sportsman/woman of the Year
Year 7
Sportsman—Will Griffiths (7JN)
Sportswoman—Izzy Nichols (7NRO)

Year 8
Sportsman—Roan Noone (8SPR)
Sportswoman—Lulu Hart (8RAI)

Year 9
Sportsperson—Will Sumner (9EJ)

Year 10
Sportsperson—Sam Dabinett (10ND)

E Lower (13IN) above, has recently just
finished competing at the inaugural
European Games in Baku, Azerbaijan as a
member of Team GB’s Synchronised
Swimming Team.
After competing in the preliminary events,
the team qualified for the finals in two team
events and finished a very honourable 9th
and 10th place. Her and her team mates
combined competing with taking A-levels
and GCSEs in Baku and are returning with
some memories they will cherish forever.

Sports Week

Instead of the traditional Sports Day. The PE
Department decided to shy away from the norm
and celebrate a whole week of sports with 2015’s
Sports Week. After a couple of disappointing days
from the great British weather, pupils eventually
started their events on Wednesday with Year 7s
taking part in rounders and softball inter-form
matches.

Year 7 Results

Year 8 Results

Rounders

Track

Rounders

Track

Joint 1st— 7MSA
Joint 1st—7ETA
Joint 2nd—7JN
Joint 2nd—7MTA

1st— 7ISM
2nd—7ETA
3rd—7NRO

1st—8RAI
2nd—KSH
Joint 3rd—8PSH & 8JLY

1st— 8RAI
2nd—8LW
3rd—8SHA

Softball

Overall tutor group

1st— 8JLY
2nd—8LW
3rd—8KSH

1st— 8RAI
2nd—8KSH
3rd—8LW

Softball

Overall tutor group

1st— 7MTA
2nd—7NRO
3rd—7JN

1st— 7ETA
2nd—7NRO
3rd—7ISM

Sports Week

The week concluded with a competitive rounders
match where members of staff took on the 6th
formers. Staff were crowned winners after 2 innings
winning 10.5—8.5. Players of the match Miss
Merrygold and Elliot Maddison (12KBR).

Left: 6th form rounder team. Above: Staff rounders team

Year 9 Results

Year 10 Results

Rounders

Track

Rounders

Track

1st— 9RS
2nd—9CY
3rd—9EJA

1st— 9EJ
2nd—9RS
3rd—9CY

1st— 10ND
2nd—10CFL
3rd—10RB

1st— 10CFL
2nd—10RB
3rd—10ND

Softball

Overall tutor group

Overall tutor group

1st— 9CY
2nd—9EJA
3rd—9EJ

1st— 9EJ
2nd—9RS
3rd—9CY

Softball
1st— 10RB
2nd—10RWS
3rd—10CFL

1st—10CFL
2nd—10RB
3rd—10ND

Sport news
Sports Week all years track

Sports Bulletin
At the beginning of the
Summer term we launched
the weekly Sports Bulletin in
order to share with parents
the considerate amount of
sporting successes we have
inside and outside school.
If you would like your son/
daughter to appear in an
edition, please email Mrs
Tromans—
tromansh@crispins.co.uk

GB Netball match

On the 8th May, the Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and sixth form
netballers went on a trip to the Copperbox arena.
There we saw England play Trinidad and Tobago. It
was really fun and a great experience for everyone
where we were able to see netball at a really
professional standard. The England netball team’s
passing was really fast and accurate and there
were many goals. We thank the PE teachers,
because without them we wouldn’t have been able
to go.
Lily Pelling and Emily Payler (7NRO)
Watching the netball has inspired us as a team to
improve our netball skills. In the next netball season
we are determined to advance our quality of game
play and stride for
perfection. The trip was
a great opportunity for
us and has brought us
closer as a team. The
trip was motivating and
exciting and we thank
the school for organising
it. We hope others get
the chance in upcoming
years.
Katie and Mia (9CY)

Sport news
C Beswick (9RS) (right) was awarded the Venray
international gold medal for Judo in May. He
fractured his foot in the first round but carried
on regardless. He went with the English Judo
team and it goes on his record as representing
England. He already had the British champion
title last year! Well done Chris!

Jumping for joy
Katelyn Dale (8KSH)
has recently taken
part in a number of
trampoline
competitions. The
first was on 27th
June which was a
National
League
Competition for the UK
held in Hull, whereby
she came 5th out of 56
girls in the 13-14 age
group which means
that she has now
qualified
for
the
National finals which
will
be
held
in
November
at
the
Copper Box Olympic
Stadium.
She was also invited to
participate in her 1st
international competition in June which was in held in
Lisbon - Portugal called the Scalabis Cup and was up
against international competitors from France, Spain,
Portugal, Wales, Scotland and South Africa. She came
17th out of 54 girls in the 13-14 age group. There were
other girls also in her age group from the UK and they
were entered into the team competition and her team
came 2nd in the age group which is a huge
achievement as none of them had ever competed in an
international before. Well done Katelyn.

S Woolfe (9HBE) U16’s team the
Bracknell Queen Bees have become
National Champions, beating Hull
Diamonds 7-4 in Sheffield on 24th
May.

Other school news
500 words competition

Ellie Stevenson’s full story below:
I wake up pressed against the cold wall; I must
have rolled over too far in my sleep again. I
slowly prise myself from between the soft folds
of my quilt and run my hand over my featureless
face, feeling the blank stretch of canvas that
shows no emotion. I grope for my masks,
fingering the different aspects of each one until I
find the one I was looking for. I lift it up to my
face and press it into place, the seams blending
smoothly with my skin, leaving no blemishes to
mar the pristine surface and perfectly formed
features of the mask. They like us to be beautiful,
the ones who control us. The ones who rose to
power because they know how to make the
masks, and what would we be without them?
I open my eyes, feeling the light rush into my
brain, informing me of my surroundings. My

mouth, today permanently fixed in a smile,
supplies the first breath of the day and I can hear
the air hissing around my clenched teeth as my
ears begin to function.
I set off on a walk, nodding at the brisk passers-by as
they do the same. Many of them I can see are
wearing masks like mine with similar smiling
expressions, while a small amount portray emotions
such as anger or jealousy. Positive masks are
favoured, as everyone wants to seem happy.
I wonder how we came to be like this. I have heard
rumours that we used to have ever changing faces,
forever reflecting what we felt on the inside, until
we just became too used to hiding behind false
expressions and behaviours so we just... changed.
Evolved. Whatever you want to call it. I don't know if
the rumours are true, because the thought of having
a face that changes is just too strange for me to get
my head around. The leaders certainly don't believe
it. They shun the idea of anything different, so if
anyone acts or looks abnormal, they just write them
off. They confiscate their masks, so they eventually
die off as they can't eat or drink. These poor souls
are known as the faceless ones, and I had better
stop with the blasphemous thoughts before I join
them.
Sighing, I open the door to my bedroom, tired after
a long day of work at my office. I sit down on the
bed and slide my fingers under the edges of the
mask prising it off my face before returning it to its
container and becoming expressionless once again.

Communications

Bank of England

During
the
past term St.
Crispin’s have
changed their messaging service provider from
ParentMail to Schoolcooms. Email is the most
effective communication method from the
school to parents and we encourage parents
to provide their email addresses whenever
possible.
If you have recently changed your email
address please can you advise Mrs Tracey
Drvier at drivert@crispins.co.uk or contact Mrs
Hannah Tromans if you have any further
communication
queries
at
tromansh@crispins.co.uk.

A level Economics students visited
the Bank of England museum on
Thurs 16thJuly. They also had the
opportunity
to
tour
the
surrounding financial district and
see Lloyds of London and the old
Stock Exchange Building.
Students enjoyed learning about
inter-bank lending and the history
of bank notes and gold
reserves.
They were a little
disappointed that they could not
take home a gold bullion! Mrs Kelly Mitchell, Head of
Business Studies and Economics

PTA news

Diary dates
Term Dates 2015/2016
Autumn Term
Thursday 3rd September—Thursday 22nd
October
Monday 2nd November—Friday 18th December

A level Results Day – Thursday 13th August
Year 13 – 7am – 11am

Half Term

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October
Spring Term

Year 12 – 9am – 11am
GCSE Results Day – Thursday 20th August

Tuesday 5th January—Friday 12th February

Year 11 – 9am – 11am

Monday 22nd February—Thursday 24th March

Year 10 – 10am – 11am

Half Term
Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February

The school office will be open for late comers
until 1.30pm

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk
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