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Science block opening
On Wednesday 19th June
St Crispin’s celebrated the
recent opening of the £5.5
million

new

science

building with a ceremonial

event.

Guest

speakers

Professor George Marston
(Dean

of

Science

at

Reading University) and
Jon Tickle (TV science

presenter on Brainiac) attended the event. Visitors
included the two Wokingham Mayors, local authority

Silver medal

officials and the building’s architects. Students guided
visitors around the new block, while their peers
showcased their work in the new high tech labs.
School business manager, Mrs Sue Harker, who
worked as part of the project management team, concluded the day’s events by cutting the ribbon. Mrs
Harker will be retiring at the end of August after twenty-one years of service at St Crispin’s and said:
“This a wonderful way to retire. For years to come children will benefit from the work of a lot of people
here today, and it’s been a privilege to be part of it.”
Jon Tickle said: “I’m really pleased the school has put investment into a science block, as the UK
really needs investment in science technology.”

Following consultation with students and staff about the school
branding, all agreed the school motto ‘Excellence for All’ was the phrase
that best summed up the spirit and ethos of the school community.
The school badge and the dark green and yellow colour scheme were
also firm favourites and so a new sign was created.
“We like the new sign; it is much more modern and shiny and it ties in
with all the new things happening around school like the new science
block and English classrooms.” Sarah Woolfe & Tayla Cox (7KMN)
Look out for the new look website in the autumn term.

Headteacher’s end of term letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
I am just delighted! The last term has seen us officially open our wonderful new Science Block, win
“Best in Town” gardening competition, awarded a NACE for exemplary provision for gifted and talented
students as well as holding an extraordinary number of special events and trips. Of course amongst all
this we also welcomed Ofsted Inspectors!
I am very keen to send you the report but am not allowed to do so until Ofsted formally release it, this
will now mean us sending the report and the joint letter from myself and the Chair of Governors during
the summer holidays! Forgive the delay it is out of my hands. I hope you will take the time to read the
report which I believe to be fair and a good reflection of our school and captures our drive for
“Excellence for All.”
It is that time of year when we say farewell to some colleagues and welcome new staff for September.
We have a number of colleagues retiring this summer: Sarah Callow (Deputy Headteacher), Sue Harker
(Business Manager), Denis Craig (ICT), Louise Jutsum (Science) and Dave O’Connor (Science). Between
them all these colleagues have served the school in excess of 90 years! It really does exemplify what a
happy place St Crispin’s is and we are so grateful to these colleagues’ contribution to the school over
this time.
As you may be aware St Crispin’s celebrates its 60th Anniversary in 2013 and to acknowledge this
important landmark in September we are going to have a whole school photograph taken, so I hope the
good weather continues through early autumn… More detail will follow next term should you like your
own copy of the photograph. In addition during the summer holidays we are having our final “Winter”
mural repainted and we are delighted to be in the process of securing a “Heritage Blue Plaque” for our
grade II listed status as part of our Diamond anniversary celebrations.
Finally all that remains is to wish all our students and families a lovely refreshing and happy summer
break. Yours faithfully, Ginny Rhodes (Headteacher)
School re-opens for students on Wednesday 4th September. Please note the following start times for
the first day of term:
08.30
08.30
09.30
09.30
09.30
10.00
10.00

(new) Year 7 to the Gym
Year 12 to the Lecture Theatre
Year 11 to Main Hall
Year 13 to the Lecture Theatre
Year 10 to Sports Hall
Year 8 to Gym
Year 9 to Sports Hall

Following a rigorous inspection and lesson observations,
St Crispin’s was awarded the NACE Challenge Award in July
2013.
NACE specialises in working with schools and teachers to
improve learning for able learners. Through its valuable network of members NACE provides high
quality guidance, support and training, enabling teachers to attain the best from able learners in the
everyday classroom, whilst enabling all learners to flourish and achieve. The NACE Challenge award is
recognised by external bodies, such as Ofsted, as a mark of quality provision.

Young scientists succeed at Reading’s Science & Technology Day
A group of twelve gifted and talented
science and technology students attended
the Berkshire Science & Technology
Challenge at Reading College. Working in
mixed-school
teams,
the
students
undertook practical applied science and
technology related challenges, led by a
team of trained university students. The
challenges included: bridge building, vehicle
assembling and E-Fit trial, which is based on
the photo-fit methods used by the police.
The day was a huge success with Ben White
and Ben Desson winning the bridge building
competition. The overall winners of the day
were a team consisting of Jack Bennett and Ellie Harvey from Year 8, paired with Garth College
students. As Berkshire Science and Technology Challenge champions, they will represent the school in
the National Finals at Kings College, London later in the year. Watch this space!
Winners of the individual team tasks were awarded trophies
and the overall winners received a cup each by the Mayor of
Reading, and the science department has a trophy to display in
the new science building. Mrs Phelps (Science Intervention
assistant) said: “We’re all very proud of the students who
attended, for their great efforts. We returned to school with
12 very happy students, all in possession of a certificate,
shield or cup.”

Gifted & Talented Art trip
Budding artists in Years 7 to 12 took a
trip to London to visit the Tate Britain on
9th July 2013. Students began the day
studying the great artists, looking at
paintings and sculptures. Following the
gallery tour, students then went out and
sketched
along
the
Thames
Embankment, creating their own pieces
of art from the iconic riverside view.

TeenTech Day
Ten Year 8 technology students had the
opportunity to attend ‘TeenTech’ - a
science, technology, maths and science
schools’ event. It was a day of intriguing
encounters and practical challenges with
over 30 employers from the Science,
Technology and Engineering industries.
Students were able to talk to industry
ambassadors from various fields and
explore career possibilities.
Maggie Year 8 students discuss their ideas at the TeenTech conference 2013
Philbin, TeenTech Founder and former
Tomorrow’s World presenter, was the host for this prestigious event, which is now in its fifth year in
Berkshire. By Annie Price (D&T teacher)

The National Grid works closely with teachers at St Crispin’s to inspire the engineers of the
future. Recently they presented the school with a mini transmission model, which provides
teachers with a simple-to-use practical resource to demonstrate key ideas about electricity. It
addresses electricity generation, transmission and distribution, and provides a context for teaching
the basic principles of electromagnetism.
Congratulations to Ben Rollinson (Year 11) who won the achievement medal for BTEC Engineering.
In recognition of his award the National Grid presented him with £20 worth of google vouchers.

St Crispin’s in bloom
The school gardening team, led
by Mr Shaw, achieved first prize
in the secondary school
category of the Wokingham
schools gardening competition.
Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr
Martin and Mrs Yvonne Bishop,
visited all the schools and
judged the entries. They were
so
impressed
with
the
impressive display along with
the hard work and commitment
of the St Crispin’s gardeners
that they also awarded them
Best in Town prize out of all of
the schools taking part - infant,
junior and secondary.

Year 10 Enterprise Day
Enterprise days are designed to help
students develop some of the skills,
behaviours and attitudes required for
the work place.
Led by the CBEBP (Central Berkshire
Education Business Partnership), Year
10 worked on a microchallenge,
looking at enterprise processes in
setting up a business.
Working in non-friendship groups, students took part in a series of activities where they designed, built
and marketed a new innovative product all within a set time and budget. One of the key skills students
developed was the ability to justify and explain their decisions during the process.
Following the programme of activities, students then presented their business ideas to their peers and
the professional trainers. One innovative idea was a gadget to open jars and packets for people with
weak hands such as the elderly, while another was an electronic toy that would help children with
phonic sounds when learning to read.
Key skills developed:


Decision making - students had to make decisions about their product design, target market , job
roles.



Teamwork - working alongside others, developing interpersonal and leadership skills.



Developing confidence in risk and change managements whilst building self reliance.

The final activity of the day was to build
collaboratively a 3 metre high tetrahedron

Work experience takes off
Having got up at 5.30 to travel to Heathrow airport
ready for my 07.30 early shift, myself and five other
students began our week with a three hour
induction, where we learnt basic health and safety
at the airport and our aims for the week. We were
then allocated a mentor and I worked on check in
for the rest of the day. This involved greeting the
Summer prepares for departure
customer (constantly smiling to the point where my
face ached), checking them in and weighing and
taking their baggage. I was able to do most of this
myself after being taught under the supervision of my mentor, where I felt extremely professional!
Whilst being landside, I also hosted and worked in staff travel, checking in crew and staff on standby.
Some days were spent airside where we boarded customers and assisted with node (welcoming
passengers onto the plane). I also worked in customer service, excess baggage and in the first and club
class lounges, greeting passengers. Whilst being airside I also had the chance to go on-board a Jumbo
Jet 747, sit in the captain’s seat and remove the jetty from the plane just before departure.



I enjoyed meeting people from many different countries and cultures, even some celebrities, ranging
from the Hairy Bikers to One Direction! This week gave me an insight into the world of work at a busy
international airport and has made me eager to pursue my career in the airline industry. I would highly
recommend it to anyone looking for work experience in the travel industry as it was interesting and
enjoyable, yet also hard work. By Summer Phillips (Year 10)

Legoland Apprenticeship Experience
When we first arrived at Legoland we were split up from our friends and put into groups with students
from other schools. At first we were nervous about being with people we didn’t know, however, as the
day went on we got to know each other which made the experience more enjoyable and unique.
To begin the day we listened to a few brief speeches and then we were told how our morning was
planned and we were given some information on apprenticeships. After this we then made our way to
the “try it out” section, where different colleges had set up areas for us to try things out and to learn
about the various options and topics open to us.
In the BCA area students could hold creepy crawlies. There were hair demonstrations in the beauty
section and biscuit decorating in the catering section plus lots more. This was my favourite part of the
day because it was interesting and fun.
Later on in the day we got to meet company representatives from BMW and Virgin Media who had
challenges and activities prepared for us, such as building the tallest balloon tower. This was also fun
because we had to work together as a team. We were all given lots of information on their
apprenticeship schemes.
To end the morning we completed a quiz and there were prizes handed out along with an opportunity to
ask questions. Overall we had a really interesting day learning about apprenticeships.
By Kate Nicol & Caitlin McIntyre (Year 9)

Year 12 taste university life at Bristol & Oxford
Bristol was on my list of prospective universities, albeit low
down. However, after our visit it moved straight up to joint
first. I loved the inner city campus as you didn't feel
isolated away from everything - you felt part of the life in
Bristol. I loved the mixture of the classic and modern
buildings and the student accommodation looked much better than other universities I have visited.
Above all I really like the Veterinary course they have on offer as it appeals to every part of my interest
in the profession and I could definitely see myself studying there. I'm really glad we had the opportunity
to visit such a great establishment and I hope they want me back! By Liane Gannon
Bristol is a great place to find out what university is like, with many current students there on hand to
answer questions and give their opinions about the university itself and the area around it. From the
day I gained confidence that I could enter a new busy city environment and get around it
independently. I felt more and more relaxed throughout the day, feeling more comfortable in the new
surroundings. The facilities were amazing compared to some I’ve seen at other places and the lectures
really helped me identify what I’m most interested in. The trip gave me lots to think about and showed
me the importance of choosing the right university. By Heidi Canning
I attended a philosophy-themed day of study at Oxford
University. There were about 30 of us selected for the one
day event and we spent the morning looking at extracts from
Bertrand Russell’s “The Problems of Philosophy”, and Ludwig
Wittgenstein’s “Tractatus” and his posthumously published
“Philosophical Investigations”. Specifically, we looked at the philosophy of linguistics. How do words get
their meaning, how do we learn the meaning of a phrase, and how do we pass judgement on the truth
of a statement. Although it was quite hard to grasp at times, it was certainly interesting.
We were served a lunch choice of lasagne or turkey and we ate in an amazing dining hall. We rounded
off the day by coming together in small groups and sharing our thoughts on “Philosophical
Investigations”, before being given a short talk about the Oxford applications process and having myths
about the difficulty of getting in somewhat dispelled. Overall the day was engaging and informative, and
a good taste of what education at Oxford is like, and was definitely time well spent. By Sam Young
Theme Week
Theme week enables students
to study a single topic across all
curriculum subjects. Studying
the history and values of the
Olympic Games, Year 7 were
set the task in Design and
Technology to create a super,
slow marble run. Students
M Bourne, C Iqbal, E Macedru, J Pamphilon
worked in small teams and were issued with limited supplies of card, plastic cups, glue and drinking
straws to create their runs. Using their knowledge of maths and technology, students employed speed
bumps, curved bends and varying gradients to slow down their marbles. The winning team, Spain,
achieved a nail biting crawl of 11 seconds, beating UK’s 9 seconds and France’s 5.5 seconds.

Olympic Silver Medallist Presents Student Awards
Students celebrated their academic, sporting and artistic achievements at the school’s annual
Presentation Evening on 27th June 2013. Presenting the awards this year was Debbie Flood, double
Olympic silver medallist
rower.
Speaking to the 400
strong audience, Ms
Rhodes compared
students’ journey
through school and
education as a
mountainous climb,
providing many
challenges and
opportunities, and she
told students: “On this
journey we are roped
together and being
roped together means
both good and bad. By
being roped together
we have the potential
to be dragged down a
R Leach, H Jeffery, E Milton, Debbie Flood, B Saunders, A Gore
crevasse, however,
Silver medal
being roped together
also provides us with the strength to pull each other to safety and together we are made stronger and
more confident. We are an inclusive and comprehensive school and we are incredibly committed to
that.”
Following on from Ms Rhodes, Debbie Flood spoke to students about her determination to become a
rower after discovering a love of the sport as a teenager. However, her enthusiasm was almost
destroyed when her coach told her that she would never be any more than an average rower. Despite
this devastating advice she never gave up on her dream and she told students that she thought: “Well,
if I couldn’t be the best then I would be the best that I could be.” Debbie had just reached the end of the
sixth form when she was selected to represent Great Britain in the Junior Rowing Championships in
1998, and she then went on to win silver medals at the 2004 and 2008 Olympics.
Before presenting the awards, Debbie told students that each and every one of them was talented in
some way and that they should nurture that talent, and she went on to say that they were all capable
of leadership, “as good leaders don’t tell people what to do they lead by example.” She ended by
stressing the importance of hard work and congratulated the students on their achievements.

Special Mentions
Congratulations to Sam Dunks, Thomas Furmedge & Thomas Scott - all
have been selected for the U15s Berkshire County Rugby Squad next year.

Olympic Values
The Olympic Values initiative is where students assist
teachers to help other students in a particular subject
area. I chose maths as my subject because I enjoy it.
Every Wednesday morning, during tutor time, I go to
the maths department to teach those in year seven
who would like some assistance. I help them with a
range of topics and make sure they understand all the
O Myers, I Dowling from Westende with T Carwright & B Desson
maths behind it. A select few Year 6 students have
recently been picked out by their teachers for showing
good leadership qualities and they came and visited St
Crispin’s for a day. For the first half of the day they were in a pair with a Year 7, seeing what the lessons
are like. The second half, however, was prepared by us in Year 9. We prepared a treasure hunt around
the school so they could get to know their way around the school site better. This means that when
they join the school in September they will be able to help those who are lost around the school. Each
clue gave them a letter, which in turn formed an anagram for them to solve, which gave away the place
where the treasure (chocolate) was hidden. The feedback was very positive about the event, so we plan
to do similar things around the school in the future. By T Cartwright (Year 9)

In Geography this term we have been learning about China. We have learnt about landmarks,
industrial problems, pollution, the one child policy, the impact of the Olympics, the divide between rich
and poor and urban migration.

On Thursday 4th July, we had a special guest talking about carrying the Olympic torch for London 2012
and what it was like in Shanghai when she went as part of the Youth Olympic Squad to qualify for the
next Olympics. Miss Gale showed us photos of the city and told us she was advised not to eat the food
from the street stalls. She showed us her Olympic torch and we all got to hold it. The torch holes
represented the number of runners. The three sides represented the number of times London has held
the Olympics and the three values of the Olympics – friendship, honour and respect. We think that it
was very cool to have someone who has been part of the Olympics come and talk to us about it and
show us the torch. By Adam Turner and Josh Duffy, Year 9

International evening
African Drumming, Street Dancing and A Capella singing
were just some of the entertainments enjoyed by
visitors to St Crispin’s annual International Culture
Evening in June. The International parents and staff
committee hosted the event to celebrate the school’s
rich and diverse community which comprises over 50
nationalities.
Experiment IV & Carla Solano Diaz
The chamber orchestra began the evening with a
selection of world music, which was followed by the
junior choir singing Egyptian and Afrikaans songs. Students also performed a number from the hit
musical Chicago. Harmonies were supplied by the hugely popular EXPERIMENT IV, an A Capella Quartet,
who performed a range of songs including: Sittin' On Top of The World, Chattanooga Choo Choo and In
the Still of the Night. Experiment IV is a four piece group
featuring Mr Knight (Physics teacher) originally from USA.
Following the entertainment, hungry guests enjoyed
tasting traditional food from 21 countries, including:
Tapas from Spain, hummus from Israel, muswe
wemombe (oxtail), from Africa, and Welsh cakes from
Wales.
Lena Kulkhanjian, (parent & provider of Lebanese food)
said: “The show was excellent and so colourful it should
have been called ‘St Crispin’s has talent’. The food
smelled wonderful with such a wide range of delicious
dishes on offer.” Val Gent (Family Support Advisor) said: “The best part of the entertainment for me
was the Romanian poet who thrilled the audience with a traditional poem about sheep. The wealth
of talent was amazing.”

Students bake for Ugandan
orphanage
A group of Yr 8 students are working hard
to raise money for Suubi an orphanage in
Uganda. The children in Suubi have no
known relatives and depend on the
generosity of supporters around the world
to survive. The students raised money by
organising a cake sale at the recent Year 6
induction evening and they hope to have
another one before the end of the year.
By Mrs Price (D&T teacher)

Popular author inspires young scribblers
Football fanatic and children’s author Dan Freedman impressed
students with anecdotes about legendary football players when
he visited St Crispin’s school during Book Week.
A former FA journalist who toured with the England team
during two World Cups and the European Championships , Dan
Freedman told the young audience of his many conversations
with footballing heroes such as David Beckham, Steven Gerrard
and Rio Ferdinand.
The writer, whose Jamie Johnson series of books about an
ordinary boy with extraordinary skills on the football pitch, told
students that he first decided to write a footballing novel for
young people when he discovered he was unable to buy one for a friend’s young son.

Dan’s fun and interactive session inspired students to think how their passions could be engaged in
future careers. He told them that although he could never be a world class football player writing
about football was the next best thing for him.
After a book signing session, Dan worked with young writers on their own writing skills. Giving
students a cliff hanger scene, he asked students to finish the scene using their own style of storytelling.
Prizes, including books, pens, posters and chocolate were awarded to students who volunteered to
read their work out to the group.
Naithan Basra (age 11) said: “I enjoy writing and it was great to get the chance to improve my writing
by working with a real author.”

Chicago
Students entertained audiences with their production of
the hit musical Chicago from Wednesday 3rd July to
Saturday 6th, playing to a full house each night.
Over 110 dedicated students from Years 7 to 13 took part
in the show, rehearsing after school and on weekends since
March. The students also took the show to Addington
School in Woodley on Thursday 4th July to perform a special
matinee performance to younger students.
St Crispin’s is the first school in the country to acquire the
rights for Chicago, which is set in the roaring twenties. The
performing arts department felt that many of the 1920s
themes satirised in the production, such as the
sensationalism of crime, corruption and celebrity, are still
relevant to youngsters today.
Mrs West (Head of Drama) said: “We wanted to take on a
completely new challenge this year and Chicago is a bold
and exciting production that provides an opportunity for
all the performing arts to come together: music, singing,
dance and acting.”
Beth Addington (15yrs) and Tamsin Bradley (14 yrs), both principle dancers said: “Chicago was a
much more sophisticated and grown up show than we had done before and we enjoyed it ‘loads’; the
choreography was brilliant.”

Goodbye & Good luck to Year 11 & 13
Maggie Thatcher, Crayola crayons, Star Wars storm troopers and a huge dinosaur were some of the
creative costumes on display during the Year 11 & 13 leavers’ day celebrations.
The Year 11 prize went to Max Hession for his fantastic tyrannosaurus rex costume, which he made
using chicken wire, newspaper, lycra and paint. The costume with movable jaws and tail took Max four
weeks to create.
The Year 13 prize went to Ethan Gander for his appearance as Maggie Thatcher.

