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Headteacher’s letter

instead this is led by the Local Authority. Therefore if
you have any concerns, or indeed wish to follow the
Appeals process, please do contact the Local
Authority directly. In our experience there is always
turbulence between the first offers and the places
available for September so it is my sincere hope we
will be able to accommodate some more families
who wish to be with us over the coming months.

Cashless system
Dear Parents/Carers,
Once again we have had a very full and happy term.
It seems right to give this term’s letter the theme of
“congratulation” as we have had much to celebrate
as a school in recent weeks.

Letter from Rt Hon David Lawes MP
Firstly with a letter that we received from Rt Hon
David Lawes MP, the Minister of State for Schools,
who wrote to us in February congratulating
St .Crispin’s on our excellent improvements in
results. In his letter the Minister writes that our
school is “one of the top 90 non-selective state
schools”. Given there are well over 3000 secondary
schools in the country we were delighted to be
recognised in this way.

Our new cashless system is now established and
working very smoothly. I hope that families are
feeling the benefit of not having to deal with finding
change each day. Certainly in school the cards have
been a great success and students have benefited
from the efficiency of the new system. Next year it is
our ambition to use the same card to become our
new library card and later use the card as a means of
Sixth Form registration.

Online reports

For some time a number of parents have been
challenging us to issue our reports electronically.
This would be instead of us producing hardcopies of
each report, which has an environmental impact as
well as facing the vagaries of paper making it out of a
student’s bag! Now that it has been a year since the
launch and use of our INSIGHT parent portal we will
School admissions
run a pilot for the next term on issuing “on-line
You may well have seen information from the Local
accessible” reports. This begins with Year 9 on 24th
Authority that once again a very significant number
April 2015. Later in the newsletter there is a “how
of families have expressed a preference for St.
to” feature in using the INSIGHT system to access the
Crispin’s for September 2015. This is a lovely
report. Parents/Carers of pupils in Year 9 will receive
compliment to our school but we are also aware that a parentmail letter explaining the reports are
we have families who have not yet secured a place
accessible and the letter itself will have a hyperlink to
and we feel just dreadful about that. As you know
the right area of the INSIGHT portal.
we do not run our own admissions arrangements,
The last day of term is Thursday 2nd April as with our normal arrangements students will finish at 12.40pm with the school
buses departing at 12.50pm.

Headteacher’s letter continued
after the Easter holidays you will receive an email
giving details of how to access the on-line
questionnaire and your unique password. We hope
that the on-line version will make it easier and
quicker for you and look forward to receiving
responses from many of you so that we can get as
complete a picture as possible of our parents’ views.
I look forward to sharing the outcomes of this
questionnaire in our next newsletter!

Insight, our parent portal

Finally all that remains is to wish all our students and
families a very happy and
restful Easter. All students
return to school at 8.30am
on Monday 20th April.

INSIGHT is the online information system we use for
parents to monitor their son’s or daughter’s time at
school (attendance, rewards and so on). Log in
details for INSIGHT were sent to each family during
September of this academic year. If you have not yet Yours faithfully,
taken the opportunity to log in please do so to
activate the system. The website address for the
Ginny Rhodes
portal is http://insight.st-crispins.wokingham.sch.uk/ Headteacher
INSIGHT/ or alternatively you can access the portal
via the school website by clicking on the INSIGHT
logo which you can see on the left hand side of the
Term Dates 2015/2016
screen. If you have lost or forgotten your INSIGHT
login please don’t worry! You can send an email to
insight@crispins.co.uk. By providing the name of
Summer Term
your son/daughter and their tutor group we will be
pleased to issue a new login and password.
Monday 20th April—Friday 22nd May
Kirkland Rowell survey
Monday 1st June—Tuesday 21st July
Half Term
Monday 25th May—Friday 29th May
Autumn Term
Knowing what our parents and carers think about
what we do is really important to the school! We
want to be the best we can be and an important
facet of this is knowing your views. It is three years
since our last survey using the Kirkland-Rowell
Parent questionnaire and so it is time to gather your
views again. This time however we will be using an
on-line version of the questionnaire. In the week
@crispinsschool

Thursday 3rd September—Thursday 22nd
October
Monday 2nd November—Friday 18th December
Half Term
Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October
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Governors’ News
As summarised in the December newsletter, St.
Crispin’s Governing Body has recently revised its
structure to meet new compulsory guidance from
the Department of Education regarding the
composition of school governing bodies. There are
now eighteen Governors comprising the
Headteacher, one member elected by the staff,
one member nominated by Wokingham Borough
Council, seven members elected by parents and
eight members co-opted to enhance the skills,
experience and knowledge available. All
Governors serve a four year term of office.
As we have gone through this change we have lost
a number of dedicated and valuable volunteers
and gained some new recruits. My thanks to
Banny Shaw and Andy Turner who have served as
Staff Governors – they were both as dedicated to
their role with us as they are in supporting so
many other facets of school life. Thanks also to
Bruce Riddington and Jurgen Adam who have both
been parents at the school and served as
Governors for nearly eight years, contributing to
our many activities including the appointment of
our relatively new headteacher.

Election results
We are welcoming a number of new recruits to
the team. As you are aware, we had two vacancies
for Parent Governor for which three candidates
were nominated. We are very grateful to any
parent willing to give up a significant amount of
time to contribute to the school in this way. I am
delighted to announce that Lee Smith and Diane
Humphrey-Evans have been elected.
Lee Smith has two children, one of which is a
student in Year 8. Lee works as a management
consultant in the pharmaceuticals industry.
Diane Humphrey-Evans has three sons, two of
whom attend St. Crispin’s (Year 7 and 10). Diane is
a qualified accountant who runs a small legal firm
with her husband.
Our thanks to all the candidates and to every
parent who took the time to vote.
@crispinsschool

We have also co-opted three new Governors who we
believe add great strength and relevant skills to our
team. We decided to complement the existing skills
and experience we have in financial management
and have co-opted Paul Miller. Paul is a Chartered
Management Accountant who works as a business
consultant in the education sector. Paul is an
experienced School Governor and Charity Trustee.
Additionally we wanted to increase representation of
people who work in the education sector or have
other experience working with young people,
particularly since our complement of elected staff
governors was reduced from three to one as a result
of legislation. We have co-opted David Walker, an expupil of St. Crispin’s who has pursued a career in
teaching. David is currently Deputy Head at
Wellington College, an establishment with which our
school is developing close links.
We are also delighted to welcome Julian Bushell, who
has worked in education throughout his career. After
some twenty seven years in teaching, Julian became
a senior officer in Wokingham Borough Council’s
Children’s Services Department for ten years, and
gave our school great support. He is now working as
a consultant with PiXL, an educational charity, with a
role to provide support, guidance and mentoring to a
number of schools.
The new team of Governors will continue to work
with the Senior Leadership Team to ensure
‘excellence for all’ is a reality. We act as a critical
friend checking that actions taken by the school
continue to enhance the quality of education and
learning of every one of our students. We have
specific responsibilities to appoint headteachers
(fortunately an infrequent task at St. Crispin’s), set
the strategic direction for the school and ensure that
the budget is properly managed and appropriately
spent. The Governors have a number of other duties
which include responsibility for the school policies. If
anyone would like to know more about our work, or
provide input to the Governors, I can be contacted at
chairofgovs@crispins.co.uk
Geoff Wilde
Chair of Governors
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Insight—a guide to reports
When you login to your child’s record on INSIGHT the Snapshot page will
be the first screen you see.
Tracking reports can be accessed in one of two ways:
By clicking on the link on the bottom left of the screen or by clicking on
the link to the latest report on the Tracking reports widget on the right
of the screen under Attendance.
Guidance for interpreting the grades and codes used on the reports will
also be available on INSIGHT and the school website.
www.crispins.co.uk/Information for Parents

The latest
tracking
report then
will appear
as a PDF file.

School events
Dance to the Movies

ensure a high technical
finish to the show.
Special mention goes to
Sophie Akers (Year 7)
who led many dances
including an outstanding
solo to ‘Flashdance’.
Special mention is also
given to Year 12 students
Georgia Willems, Frances
Eastwell and Sophie
Burrows and Year 13
student Zoe Farrow who
led the choreography
and provided fantastic
mentoring and support to the lower years.
Miss N Handyside

Thursday, February 26th saw St. Crispin’s inaugural
dance show ‘Dance to the Movies’ take place in
the main school hall. Following on from the
inception of St. Crispin’s Dance Club in September,
the performance showcased the amazing talent
and hard work of our students from Years 7 to 13.
Students picked their favourite dances from
movies current and old including such diverse
choices as Billy Elliot and West Side Story. There
was also a choice of favourite film soundtracks to
dance to including ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ and
‘Titanic’. The audience was treated to a variety of
dance styles from Irish to Tap, Contemporary
Modern and Streetdance.
Working with the students since December, I was
especially proud of how hard they worked in
helping each other across the year groups to
Les Miserables
choreograph and perform dances to a high,
professional standard. Working behind the scenes
We are only three
Niall Casserly (Year 10) on sound, Tommy Gregory
(Year 13) on visuals and Jude Thacker (Year 10) and months away from
our production of Les
Patrick Riley (Year 10) as stagehands helped to
Miserables!
Rehearsals have been
Spring Concert
going very well and
the cast and band are
On March 19th over 100 working extremely hard. Our first showcase of ‘At the
performers from across
End of the Day’ at the Spring Concert was warmly
all years joined together received and gave the audience a glimpse of what our
to produce the Spring
talented ensemble has been up to.
Concert. The concert was This month the department organised a trip for the cast
a busy evening with a
to see the production live at the Queen’s Theatre in
wide range of
London. It was a fantastic evening and we all came out
performances including
of the theatre feeling inspired and excited to deliver
baroque chamber music, our own interpretation of the musical.
a cappella singing,
Performance dates:
student compositions,
Wednesday 8th July – Saturday 11th July. Tickets will go
the Hallelujah chorus
on sale after Easter.
and a preview of this
Costume donations: If any parents are having a spring
summer’s whole-school production – Les
clean over the holidays and happen to have any
Miserables. Performer Niall Casserly (Year 10) said suitable costume you would be happy to donate to the
“it was a very enjoyable evening with some
production, all items would be gratefully received. We
outstanding performances. I especially liked Zoe
need long skirts, (dark colours), white blouses, men’s
Farrow and Alice Lee’s duet and the singershirts and trousers (dark colours), and men’s
songwriter performances.”
waistcoats.
We look forward to seeing you in July!
Mrs Kate West (Head of Drama)

School news
The Great St. Crispin’s Bake Off

On March 13th pupils and staff got into the spirit
of Red Nose Day by having their own Bake Off.
After weeks of preparation the pupils certainly
didn’t disappoint, displaying bakes that even
Mary Berry would be proud of.
They had been challenged to bake a cake from
one of three different categories. A Speciality
bake, a Showstopper or Technical. The Speciality
bake would need to be one that meets a special
dietary requirement. The Showstopper would be
a layered celebration cake and the Technical
would mean baking twelve evenly sized cookies.
On the day, pupils took their bake off entries to the
judging tent (‘the school hall’) during the start of
registration. Entries were then judged by a panel of
enthusiastic staff at break time. During lunch time
the bakes went on sale to the whole school in order
to raise funds for Comic Relief. A whopping £406 was
raised. A tremendous effort from all involved.

When it was announced that the school was holding a
bake off I was very excited because I love cooking and
baking great tasting food. I wanted to enter the
Showstopper because I wanted to make a funny idea
I had into a good looking and tasting layer cake.
The St. Crispin’s bake off had three categories:
Technical, The Showstopper and Speciality Bake. I
entered the Showstopper because I thought it would
be a good challenge.
The tiramisu cake is my favourite cake to eat so I
chose it to be the body of my cake. I then got

inspiration from marshmallow sheep cup cakes that I
found on the internet and decided to use them
because they looked cute and tasted delicious.
After our cakes had been judged we sold our bakes to
students and staff to raise money for Comic Relief. In
the end all of the competitors had sold their cakes
and cookies and in total we raised over £400 for
charity.
Many thanks to Miss Rouse and all of the judges for
eating through a huge amount of cake (some more
than others!!). Also thank you to all the students and
teachers who bought them.
Matti Temmink (7NRO)

I entered the St. Crispin’s Bake Off because I wanted
to bake something that people who have a dietary
requirement could eat but that anyone could enjoy.
I chose brownies because they are simple to make
and taste great even when they are gluten free. I
really enjoyed taking part and I liked looking at all the
other cakes that had been made.
It was a great day and if it happened again I would
definitely recommend it to others to take part.
Megan Smith (8RAI)

School news
The Great St. Crispin’s Bake Off
The Bake Off was an outstanding experience. I love
baking so I knew I had to enter this competition.
I went into the hall and I was surprised to find out
that I won the Technical challenge. I was happy with
my prize and it will help me with future baking.
Charlotte Gulliford (7MTA)

Bake Off Winners
Speciality Bake Category:
1st Place - Megan Smith - Year 8
2nd Place - Oliver Gillham - Year 7
3rd Place - Louis Smith - Year 8
Showstopper Category:
1st Place - Matti Temmink - Year 7
2nd Place - Emily Payler - Year 7
3rd Place - Emma Hamlet - Year 9
Technical Challenge Category:
1st Place - Charlotte Gulliford - Year 7
2nd Place - Millie Henderson - Year 7
3rd Place - Izzy Nichols - Year 7

£1441.76 raised in
total for Comic
Relief

Pupils came in non uniform on the day and donated £1 which
raised a total of £967 for the cause.
One particular pupil, Carron Peprah (8RAI) managed to raise
around £15 by doing a sponsored silence. Well done Carron!

School news
German Exchange

School events
Shades of Blue
In February, students were asked to
take part in the latest photography
competition and take a picture
which they felt best described the
colour blue. Congratulations to all of
the winners shown here.

(7JN)

(8SHA)
(7NRO)

(10ND)

(10NB)

A thank you….
Panasonic Systems
Communications have recently
been extremely generous and
donated a range of furniture,
including desks, chairs and
tables . This kind donation has
enabled the school to furnish
several areas including the Sixth
Form Study room. Many thanks
Panasonic!

School news
On Tuesday,
26th January
students
attended the ‘Transformations in Literature’
ceremony to receive their certificates and prizes.
The course was delivered by Amy Smith, an ex-pupil
of St. Crispin’s and graduate of Warwick University,
who created the twelve week ‘seminar’ style course
to
help
prepare
students
for
Further
Education. Running from January to May last year,
the course focused on the ‘Role of the Undead in
Literature’ including study of works by Edgar Allen
Poe and Mary Shelley. The students from Years 9-13
had to apply for the course and attend an hour and a
half seminar once a fortnight. During the project they
had to keep a ‘workbook’ showing their research and
development of ideas culminating in a 1,500 word
essay based on a question of their devising.

Transformations Project

Receiving prizes were Holly Kelsey for most
outstanding over-all project, Emma Osborn for her
outstanding workbook and Abi Rose for an
outstanding essay.

Year 7 news
Cheddar Gorge
On Tuesday 3rd
March, Year 7
went to Cheddar
Gorge
on
a
geography field
trip. The coach
journey
took
approximately 2½ hours. During the journey, we
were split into several different groups—my leader
was my form tutor, Miss Taylor.
The first activity was to do a tour of Gough’s Cave.
This particular cave was made up of large chambers
with dazzling stalactites and stalagmites. After this
we ate lunch and filled in some questions in our
booklets.
We then climbed Jacob’s Ladder, a staircase with
274 steps leading to the Lookout Tower with 48
more to the top. The views from the tower were gob
-smacking! You could see the reservoir despite the
long distance. We walked along the street and
bought souvenirs and goodies. Also, we went to

Cox’s Cave and a museum on the
prehistoric men that have been
thought to live in the first and
largest chamber of Gough’s Cave.
All in all, it was a very enjoyable
trip
that
was
incredibly
informative.
Abigail Anderson-Peled (7ETA)

Year 7 news
Self esteem something
that always
On 29th January, Year 7 pupils were visited by
has a place in
Arcade, a local organisation which works with schools life. Its
on various projects. The day was spent focusing on
importance is
self esteem and what it meant to pupils and what it
striking
means to other individuals.
because
Through group activities they explored the subject of those choices you make may affect you for the rest of
what makes a person in order to try and discover
your life! On Focus Day we targeted this subject. Part
who they really were? The intention was to
of the day was spent watching a performance by
understand and accept that they are all special and
three actors. They focused on peer pressure that will
unique as individuals.
affect self esteem and gave us valuable strategies to
try and overcome such problems. We enjoyed this as
The second part of the morning was spent looking at it was very interactive. Our tutors spoke to us about
peer pressure and the importance of making their
loss and disappointment and how some of us had
own decisions rather than following their friends in
been affected by this. One of
order not to be the odd one out.
our favourite things was
During the afternoon they watched a show on stage writing a positive comment
where actors played teachers and students. They
about a member of the class
covered the different areas of bullying—verbal,
and sharing it with the rest
physical and cyber.
of the form. It was nice to
hear other people thoughts.

Self Esteem Focus Day

Student Focus

Charlotte and Josh (Yr 7)

Here’s what some of our pupils have to say about being at St. Crispin’s. In this edition we focus on Year 7.

Luke Frewin (7NRO)
How have you settled into Secondary School?
I was struggling a bit at the start as I was very
nervous about starting a new school. After the first
term, thanks to my friends, family and teachers
building my confidence I felt very settled.
How does St. Crispin’s compare to Primary
School?
St. Crispin’s is a lot bigger than my primary school
and there are lots of new lessons that we have not
studied before which I enjoy.
What are you enjoying the most?
I am really enjoying the different ways that we are
taught in lessons. My favourite subject is PE as I’ve
always been sporty and it is nice learning new
sports such as badminton and handball.

Alex Boxall (7NRO)
How have you settled into Secondary School?
I feel like I’ve settled in well. I was the only one from
my old school who came here which was a bit
daunting at first but I have found lots of new friends
very quickly.
How does St. Crispin’s compare to Primary School?
It’s very different as we have lots of teachers. Being
set in some subjects also gives you the chance to
meet new people from different forms which is good.
We definitely have more freedom and independence
at Secondary School as we are older.
What are you enjoying the most?
I have enjoyed getting to know my teachers. PE is my
favourite subject as it’s very active and we get to run
around so it’s quite different to the majority of my
lessons.

Year 8 news
# The focus day on drugs was very informative,
interesting and educational. I enjoyed it lots as well as
learning about the seriousness of drugs.
# The Healthy Eating day was a very good idea. The
food tech part was lots of fun and the PE part was
also eye opening.
Ellie Stevenson (8KSH)
# The Drugs Awareness day was really fun. We got to
learn about lots of different drugs and the effect they
have on your mind and body. The day has made me
think more about how dangerous drugs are because
now I know what the different ones do.
Christina Nind (8KSH)

drugs and how bad they are for you. We got taught
very well why we shouldn’t take drugs.
# When we were doing the Food Tech part of the day
we made jacket potatoes with healthy fillings. When
we did PE we did circuit training and running to see
what our fitness was like.
James Burgess (8KSH)

# I ran round the muga four times and I tried food
that I wouldn’t normally eat. I learnt about having a
balanced diet and what is good nutrition
#healthyeating.
# I also learnt about drugs and how dangerous they
are and how bad it is for you to use them. It made me
more aware of how easily it is to get hooked on these
# I found the PE enrichment day very interesting. First drugs #awareness. Alex Foggie 8(KSH)
we made jacket potatoes in a competition of
healthiness #healthystuff. After that
# I really enjoyed making my
we found out how healthy we were
Year 8 pupils recently took part in own healthy jacket potatoes
by doing exercise.
but the PE exercise did tire
a
Focus
day
which
looked
at
# The Drug Awareness hour we had
me out quite a lot!
healthy eating and the dangers of # I have learnt a lot that
in school was amazing. We got to
drugs. We asked them what they taking certain drugs is
make non-alcoholic cocktails
#drugsawareness
dangerous and in large
would tweet about their
James Evangelista (8KSH)
doses could kill you.
experiences and here are the
Charlie Baldwin (8KSH)
results.
# On trips day I learnt a lot about
how to keep healthy and how to change unhealthy
# I have just come back from the #drugsawareness
foods into healthier options.
day and it was so fun! We got to make non alcoholic
# Now I know how drugs can affect someone’s lives
cocktails and learnt about the dangers of the most
and what substances are worse.
addictive and dangerous drugs.
Georgia Dean (8KSH)
# Sports was also really fun and we did four laps
around the muga and played netball and stuck in the
# I really enjoyed the #drugsawareness day because I mud!
got to know a lot more about what drugs do to you
Oscar Brighton (8KSH)
and how they affect your long term health.
# I enjoyed the Tech & PE day because we got to
# drugsawareness. I loved making non alcoholic
make #healthyfood and packaging designs and we got cocktails because they tasted delicious and were
to do a lot of #fitness with the trainers that came in. really fun to make.
Issy Rodgers (8KSH)
# Making jacket potatoes with ingredients pulled out
of a bag was really fun. Trying to make them
# PE Food Tech day was brilliant as we got to explore appealing and tasty was hard but fun. Eating the
how to make our lives healthier through our diet and jacket potatoes was the best part because they tasted
physical activities.
great.
# The Drugs Awareness session was a unique
Henry Wilson (8KSH)
experience learning about different drugs and ways of
dealing with them.
Lily Hoban (8KSH)
# On Focus Day we learnt about different types of

Year 9 news
The perils of drugs

On Tuesday 3rd February, all Year 9 and 10
students took part in a one hour drugs awareness
talk. We were fortunate enough to secure a guest
speaker, Shaun Attwood, to present a talk on the
dangers of drug use. Shaun is a former stockmarket millionaire who was arrested for supplying
ecstasy in America. He served six years in prison
and upon his release has reformed and become a
public speaker, author and activist who spoke to
the students of his cautionary tale regarding prison
and drugs and opened their eyes to the dangers.
His story was featured worldwide on the National
Geographic Channel as an episode of Banged Up
Abroad called Raving Arizona and can be viewed
on YouTube.
During February, Shaun Attwood came into our
school to give a presentation. Shaun has lived a very
interesting life, having travelled in his younger years
to America to become a stockbroker. However, after
experimenting with ecstasy (a common party drug),
he started throwing raves and, after a short period
of time, quit his job and started dealing drugs full
time! For a few years, he lived the life of a
millionaire, doing what he wanted and buying what
he wanted. However, after an encounter with
‘Sammy the Bull’, (a rival dealer), he decided that
the lifestyle was too dangerous for him and quit
drugs altogether. Despite this, years later the police
broke down his door and carted him away into the
Arizona state prison system.
This was the topic he came into school to talk to us

about. As an anti-drugs talk with a difference, Shaun
focused mainly on the horrors he encountered in
prison, rather than on the medical effects of the
drugs themselves. He talked about the horrible food
that the inmates were given in Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s
attempt to get each prisoner’s food costs down to 40
cents a day. He spoke of large-scale violence, prisoner
-justice and racial segregation, as well as the armies
of centipedes and poisonous spiders that plagued
him everywhere he went.
He finished the talk off by taking questions about
both his experiences and his opinions on drugs,
having both done and dealt them. He offered signed
copies of his book, Hard Time, to anyone who asked a
good question, and donated some more copies to the
school library. What I think made this talk better than
all other anti-drug talks was the fact that he didn’t
talk about bad drug lifestyle, or how to avoid peerpressure, instead, he discussed the results of such a
lifestyle. Another thing was that it came from
someone who had been in the situation he spoke of,
rather than a youth or aid worker who couldn’t
honestly speak of the horrors of the world in which
Shaun entered himself.
All in all, it was an awesome talk and I feel that he
made his point in an effective yet entertaining
manner.
Sam Anderson-Peled (9HBE)
The visit of Sean Attwood was very interesting and
informative. He was very honest in what he said and
that meant that the message he was trying to get
across was much stronger. He talked about his time
in prisons in America and the various gangs that there
were in those prisons. Later he spoke in graphic detail
about incidents and events that occurred there which
really made us think about the consequences and
punishment for taking the drugs. The fact that he was
just discussing what happened rather than trying to
“preach” was successful in making us think. He had
the original idea of bringing his book with him and
there was one given to each of the people that asked
a question. This was a memorable talk and one that
prompted much discussion after.
Mr Martin Hart (Teacher of Geography)

Year 9 news

Area 52

My band formed in Summer 2013
at Reading Rock Academy, a
charity which helps young
musicians in the area. From then
on we started playing local gigs
and started seeing interest in the
band on social media. We entered
a battle of the bands competition at Reading venue Readipop Studios. After winning we got a gig at
Caversham Festival where Mark "Tufty" Evans was in the audience - a music producer who's worked with
artists from Girls Aloud to Rod Stewart. With help from the charity, he took us to Abbey Road Studios where
we recorded two tracks - "What Do You Want?" and "Carry On". Carry On was recently Huw Stephens' tip of
the week and was played on BBC Radio 1 and all local BBC Stations across Britain. The video for "What Do
You Want?" is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umgDLxSEMfY G Parnell (9CY)

Faraday Challenge
The IET Faraday Challenge
day was a great experience
for everyone. We had to
design a beacon to signal to
cyclists what the condition
of the road or track ahead
was like. For example if
there was rough terrain, a
water hazard or traffic. This
beacon would go on the
side of the road/cycle
track. It was the first time I
had used 3D printing
before and the software
used was easy to learn.
There were also helpful
circuitry manuals for the
circuits inside the beacon
so we were not
unsupported. Everyone had
a part in the team, like
making the presentation or

designing
the
circuitry
inside.
However,
there was
also a budget so we could
not buy loads of parts or
afford to make mistakes,
instead we had to plan our
design first. At the end of
our time there we
presented our design for
the beacon, where it would
go, what it would do and
how it worked to the
judges. I think it was a
brilliant day and I would do
it again if I had the choice.
Congratulations to Forest
School for winning.
Owen Lawrence (9NH)

Raspberry Pi
Raspberry Pi and the VEX
robots have come to St.
Crispin’s. After successfully
winning a grant from the
Institute of Physics, we were
able to invest in software for
20 licences to complement the two VEX Robots
which were sponsored by the National Grid. In
addition we have also invested in the latest
control technology the Raspberry Pi. This is a
credit-card sized computer that plugs into your
TV and a keyboard. It is a capable little computer
which can be used in electronics projects, and
for many of the things that a desktop PC does,
like spreadsheets,
word-processing
and games.
Mrs Beglin
(Teacher of
Technology)

Year 10 news
Enterprise Day
The day
involved lots
of varied
activities.
Being in
business
dress made
the day feel
more real.
Some of the
tasks involved us finding solutions to problems as
part of a wider group, including people we hadn’t
normally worked with day to day. Overall, it was a
valuable experience. Patrick Riley (10ND)

the future.
Masarrah Alchi, Ffion
Redburn (10RWS)
The Business Enterprise
Day was extremely
enlightening. A wide
range of options came to us and really broadened my
views on the workplace and how to better my skills
when in it. This has really helped me as now I feel
confident about interviews and working with others
effectively.
I can only hope that generations after me will get the
services that I have had on Business Day.
Charlie Tanner and Juan Lopez (10RWS)

Recently, Year 10s took part in a Business Enterprise
Day. We were advised to dress up in formal business
wear. We got an insight into the skills needed for
advertising and we had an introduction to taxes.
Later in the day we looked at a few CVs and
shortlisted the best ones. This was helpful because it
showed how important they are in recruitment.
The best thing about the day was that everyone was
in teams. As a result it created a working relationship
which is something that helps businesses do well.
The team that organised the day were very
interactive and taught the group important skills for

UKMT Maths Challenge
Forty Gifted and Talented Year 9s
and 10s took part in the United
Kingdom Mathematical Trust’s
Maths Challenge in February this
year. They answered a series of
challenging multiple choice questions that required
mathematical and logical reasoning skills. The
students, listed on the right, achieved certificates
for their high scores and will be receiving them in
the end of term assemblies:
Charlotte Temmink (10CFL) and Millie Jones
(9PMO) did so well they are through to the next
round of the competition, the Kangaroo, where
they will compete as part of the top 10% in the
country.

Pupils that took part were:
Year 9
Millie Jones
Kieran Kohtz
Dominic Kelsey
Duncan Johnston
Edward Bradley
Sam Anderson-Peled
Isaac Igbokwe
Hannah Jeffery
Ben Boxall
Alice Frost
Sam Reddin
Kyle Loosemore

Year 10
Charlotte Temmink
Robert Nesfield
Luke Utley
Akhilesh Shastri
Kalinka Mee
Kulda Gabriela
Isabella Tompsett
Tom Radage

Many congratulations to all pupils who participated!

Year 11 news
been developing mindfulness in the UK since the
1980s. He began using it to help treat patients who
On March 3rd the were chronically depressed.
Year 11s
Based on the ancient practice of meditation,
experienced a day mindfulness will literally help you become aware of
very much geared your thoughts so that you can learn to manage how
towards their
you feel and behave in a positive way.
imminent exams
The results of mindfulness have been scientifically
and future plans.
proven to positively alter the structure of the
As well as looking brain. As well as giving you a feeling of overall wellat various different being, it can also improve your memory, immune
revision techniques system and manage impulsive behaviour.
which they could
Mindfulness is being used by more and more schools
use, the day also
and companies to help students and employees deal
focused on finance and the importance of
with stress and to boost happiness.
budgeting.
Year 11 feeling stressed? Miss Handyside will
Not wanting to overload the students (we are aware continue to deliver these sessions in school to help
this is a stressful period of their lives) we also
the students.
introduced them to ‘Mindfulness’ with a very
This was an enjoyable and worthwhile day where
enjoyable and relaxing session delivered by Miss
the Year 11s learned and practised skills that can be
Handyside.
used in the important upcoming months.
Mindfulness - What is it?
Mr A Inns (Head of Year 11)
Professor Mark Williams at Oxford University has

Mindfulness on Trips Day

On the 12th February 2015, GCSE Photography
students were given the opportunity to visit ‘The
Photographers’ Gallery’ in London. There was an
exhibition running titled ‘Human rights and
human wrongs’, which focused purely on eras
where human rights were forced to suffer. For
example, some themes featuring most often
were: freedom, discrimination, war and the fact
that so many people have been forced to suffer
without help. Even though these topics were
heavy to look at, it helped us to widen our
interpretation of the theme we were studying for
our exam theme, ‘Together and/or apart’.
After visiting this gallery, taking pictures and
sketches we then went on to visit the ‘Tate
Modern’. We spent time taking photographs of our
surroundings and creatively thinking of ways to link
them to the theme of our exam. We then continued
our research in the Tate, by looking for artist names
and anything that inspired us to include or draw
upon in our work.
On 3rd March, GCSE Art students were taken to
London so that we could broaden our creative ideas
for our exam theme, ‘Together and/or apart’.

‘Together and/or apart’
Firstly, we
went to the
‘Tate
Modern’,
this is
because
there are
plenty of
artists and
images that
could be linked in various ways to our theme. As
well as this there were a wide range of textures,
colours and sculptures - meaning everyone taking
GCSE art had something relating to their growing
idea. After this museum we were then given the
choice to visit either, ‘The Natural History Museum’
the ‘Science Museum’ and a few others around the
area. Similarly, we did sketches, found information
and took photographs to help with the exploratory
section of our projects. Both trips were great for
exploring ideas and gathering information as well as
a genuinely nice day out.

Head Team 2015—2016
After a tense couple of weeks preparing their applications, delivering their speeches in the hustings and
assemblies to the school, the Head Team for 2015-2016 is finally announced. Well done to all involved.

Head Boy - J Woodburn

Head Girl - S Ross

St. Crispin’s motto is ‘excellence for all’ and by
becoming Head Boy, this is what I plan to aspire
and achieve. I can make St. Crispin’s a better
community with an emphasis on the younger
years and help them integrate. I want to achieve
this by firstly improving every year’s awareness of
the head team. By advertising what we work on
we can engage younger years making us more
part of the community. I want to improve the
introduction that Year 7s face. By incorporating
the head team in form times, and telling them the
opportunities available in school, will make us
look friendlier. This will improve
the community due to students
feeling more confident, creating a
more enjoyable time in school so
they can make the most of their
education.

I believe that being Head Girl is an excellent opportunity
to take on more responsibility and give something back
to the school community. This is important to me as I
feel that St. Crispin’s school has pushed and supported
me to achieve more than I thought I was capable of. The
teachers here are extremely willing and able to go that
extra mile to help you. I would like to try to tackle
bullying issues. I feel the main problem is bullying
through social media and that some students feel that
they can hide behind their computer screen. To improve
this I feel that students should be educated and aware
of the consequences that online bullying has. I hope we
would be able to develop a
confidential service so that people
could talk to someone older about
their worries. I’d like to also introduce
a way to encourage the year groups to
mix more.

Deputy Head Girl - T Madzingira

Deputy Head Boy - W Clayden

During my years the support I’ve
received at St. Crispin’s is like no
other. My peers also made me
feel so welcome coming here
having moved from The Holt.
Through being in the School
Council and being a prefect I
have learnt to seek and accept opinions from other
students in order to improve performance around
the school. I enjoy volunteering and raising money
for charities such as Great Ormond Street. Through
my commitments in volunteering I have learnt to
recognise people’s needs and take responsibility in
helping to solve the problems of others.
I am truly passionate about the opportunity to
develop the school in order to improve the overall
student experience and strengthen the community
feel whilst showing that St. Crispin’s really does
allow for ‘excellence for all’ regardless of who you
are or where you are from.

In Year 7 I could never have dreamt
of having the confidence to put
myself forward for this role. Being
part of the Head Team I want to help
represent the students’ interests and
objectively approach each aspect of
the school and consider all options
for potential improvement.
I would also like to bring ideas to change the way in
which the schools clubs are promoted and advertised. I
don’t think many pupils in the school realise just how
many fantastic clubs our school offers. Improved
advertising could help clubs thrive even more and
provide students with more ways to pursue interests
outside the classroom.
I want to help to develop the school and enhance its
reputation and prove that I am willing to help others
and have the determination to solve any problems I
may encounter.

Year 13 Leavers’ Day—Thursday 7th May

Sixth Form news
On Tuesday 3rd March, we were presented to by a
my presentation and continually relate back to - this
group of six staff members from Hewlett Packard. All keeps presentations focused and interesting.
the presenters had different educational backgrounds At the end the day, we were told about an exclusive
and all came from different levels and sectors within pilot programme for St. Crispin's school. The
HP. This gave us a great overview of roles and
programme is a great opportunity for 10 students to
responsibilities and showed the wide range of
visit the HP offices in Bracknell and work alongside
opportunities available for interesting and
part of a team engaging in specially designed projects
challenging careers at HP.
for the students, run by the students. These
The top three things I learnt that day were:
projects will enlighten and enrich the students'
1. There are internships available to university
experiences before entering university or the
students. These serve as a
workplace and provide a
sandwich course between the
further understanding and
Hewlett
Packard
WRL
first two years and the last
insight into a corporate
year of university. These
career.
internships could lead to
I am extremely excited and
being recommended for the
grateful for all the marvellous
graduate scheme at HP - a
opportunities presented to us
course in which a number of
on that day. We were given
the presenters had excelled
the contact information of a
in.
senior member at the
2. As an alternative to those
company as well as all of the
who feel that university is not
email addresses of the
for them, HP also offers
presenters who were more
apprenticeships. I think this
than happy to answer any
was a valuable piece of information which made
queries. I simply feel privileged and proud of my year
everyone realise that these exciting opportunities
because they demonstrated exactly what I believe
were still available to them.
the day was about. We felt inspired and a great deal
3. We also learnt about techniques we can use to
more positive about the journey ahead with the
structure presentations both in school and in the
advice we have been given.
workplace. We learnt how to keep presentations
Thank you for a wonderful and productive day, I
interesting and to the point. I now know to stick
greatly look forward to applying for this ambassador
to three points which I introduce at the beginning of programme. Matan Sayegh (12DR)
I learned various useful skills which allowed me to
perform well in the task I was given as well as things
that I can apply to future projects and
presentations; some of the most important including:
1. Tips for giving a good presentation, such as editing
content to allow the reader to process information
more easily and condensing the ending summary. We
also learned how our body language can affect the
viewers’ willingness to listen and stay interested.
2. Splitting tasks among team members in order to
complete the task effectively. We assigned different
roles to each team member based on their skills and
strengths. By doing this we completed our
presentation in good time and managed to win the
competition.

I was also told about the various opportunities
available to me, like the apprentice, internship and
graduate programmes. These seemed very
interesting and I would love to apply for them if given
the chance. There are so many doors open at HP and
the colleagues that attended were very satisfied with
their job roles and working environment.
It was suggested to me to apply for at least one of
these programmes and I was happy with the
information I received from the colleagues
who mentored us during the activity on the day. I was
very pleased that we were successful and hope that
this will give me more opportunities later in my
education.
Glen Jenkins (12KBR)

Year 13 Leavers’ Day—Thursday 7th May

Sixth Form news
and called us over meaning I ended
up leaving with a very positive
impression. The style and the
The Higher Education Conference was very useful
quality of the conference was highly
to me, specifically because it was an eye opener for
commendable given the fact that throughout the
how I need to build my personal statement. I learnt
whole day I could always find someone to talk to and
that I need to stretch beyond saying what skills I have help me out.
and actually go into detail about my passion and
I had a meeting with a careers expert during the day
analyse different people in the field I want to go into; as well who explained to me the other options about
for me, this is architecture.
getting into universities as well as routes other than
The different representatives had different styles
university. Without this, the day would have been of
when presenting their universities to me, which I
little help as I would have aimlessly been walking
found interesting. This is because I saw that people
around universities taking free pens. This extra advice
who really did enjoy going to their universities
opened a whole new array of questions I could ask
reached out to me and my peers to grab our
the representatives, expanding my knowledge of
attention, whereas some universities were almost
universities in general.
reluctant to talk to you. This may have been to do
Overall, the day was well organised, very informative
with the fact that it was the end of their second day and was worthwhile going and seeing all of the
talking to 16-17 year olds for hours, but it really did
universities.
show who went the extra mile! For example, the
Daniel Bennett (12DR)
Loughborough University representative was cheerful

UCAS Conference

Magal Engineering

Conservation & Biodiversity

The Year 12 and 13 BTEC
Engineers visited the
Magal Engineering
facilities in Winnersh to
see precision engineering
first hand. The new
robotics assembly area is the latest addition to the
facilities and students were keen to find out about
the career opportunities that this new development
presented. Magal Engineering Ltd has been working
in partnership with the global automotive industry
for over 50 years, enabling the companies that form
the Magal Group to lead the field in the design,
development and manufacture of mechanically
engineered components. With UK manufacturing
becoming more and more competitive, modern
management techniques and lean practices have
allowed Magal Engineering to remain at the
forefront of the automotive industry. Magal is keen
to hear from students who have an interest in
Engineering. If you would like to find out more
about work experience or a visit to Magal please see
Mrs Beglin in Technology.

In March, David Wembridge
from the People’s Trust for
Endangered Species (PTES)
gave a talk to 6th form
Biologists on Conservation and
Biodiversity issues. The event
was very well attended and it
not only supported teaching of conservation and
biodiversity in the 6th form, but it raised awareness of
the issues of conservation. David gave some
fascinating insights into the problems of protecting
species when you are not aware of how many species
there actually are and pointed out that one biologist
decided to catalogue the species in her back garden
in Leicester and found over 2500 different species,
four of which were previously unclassified. PTES are
doing some great work in conservation, which is not
always about catching poachers, as demonstrated by
one project where land owners in Tanzania are
trained and given guard dogs which deter wild dogs,
cheetahs and lions, therefore preventing them killing
the farmers’ animals and so stopping hunting of
these animals.

Year 13 Leavers’ Day—Thursday 7th May

Other school news
Royal Berks visit
At the beginning of the Spring term three Year 12
students - along with Mrs Pedder's Health and Social
Care class - were given the opportunity to visit West
Berkshire Hospital where they shadowed medical
staff. Here they tell us about their day.
I actually loved it and found it really useful! Everyone
there was really friendly and they were happy to
answer every question that was asked. It was really
interesting and made me so excited about my future
career. I was really thankful for the opportunity and
am going to take them up on the opportunity to
shadow someone at the hospital! Frances (12KW)

brilliant addition to my personal statement as it
proves I have a deeper understanding of how a
hospital is run, and the environment in which doctors
work. In addition, the tour was concluded by the
work experience coordinator for Royal Berks Hospital.
She provided us with volunteering ideas in the local
area, possible opportunities for volunteering at the
hospital and a contact e-mail if we wished for further
Yes, we had a really good time at Royal Berks! We
advice. I would definitely recommend the tour to
were shown all around some of the busiest
anybody considering a career in the NHS, but also for
wards; the offices where the CEO and managing team Biology and Chemistry students. We spent a
work; and the pathology labs where they carry out
substantial portion of the tour in the pathology labs,
blood tests. It was so insightful as everywhere we
much of which links in to the AS course I'm currently
went the staff were welcoming and eager to answer studying. It also made me aware of careers I hadn't
any questions we all had, enabling us to make the
even thought of, which may be of use to a Bio/Chem
most of the experience!
student who isn't sure what they would like to
The experience will be particularly useful to me as I
pursue! Georgina (12KBR)
plan on applying for medicine. The tour will be a

International Evening

Focus on Enterprise

The hugely popular
International
Evening will be
back this year on
Wednesday 17th
June—so save that
date.
The evening is a chance for
international parents to showcase
their cuisine in a wonderful
experience of food tasting from all
over the world.
This year the raffle will be replaced
with a silent auction where parents
and students can place confidential
bids on the wonderful array of prizes.
The booklet detailing these prizes will
be available shortly.

The enterprise activity was set up to sell
stationery for our R063 Setting up and
Running an enterprise assignment which
is 50% of our qualification. Our strong
team proceeded to sell the stationery
that we had discussed as a class. We had
to work out the cost , the selling price
and the profit we hoped to achieve. We made a profit of £7 which
will be sent to the young student called Meir in Kenya to support
her education.
The enterprise activity went well because we worked as a team. We
had prepared the event in advance by getting the table set up, the
stationery ordered, promotion of the event on Twitter and the
plasma screen and we had a rota created to show clearly the times
at which members of our team would run the stall. We feel we
communicated clearly with our customers and made people aware
of the event. We also had members of our team promoting our
enterprise activity around the school.
Matt, Oli and Cameron (Yr 11)

Sport news
Year 7 Netball news

Yr 7 Netball Team A

The Year 7 Netball A team has had a successful
season, winning all of their games bar one with one
still to play. Scoring 39 goals in 5 games, shooters
Millie (7ISM) and Louisa (7ETA)have developed an
excellent relationship together within the shooting
circle. Commitment to Tuesday training sessions has
allowed the team to grow stronger and stronger and
work on skills highlighted from their games. Captain
Ellie (7MTA), with the support of her vice captains
Izzy (7NRO) and Louisa (7ETA), has shown real
leadership and has done an excellent job in
organising and overseeing the team at all fixtures this
season. Particular praise has to be given to the team’s
choreographed warm up which is thoroughly
rehearsed and well executed to put off the opposition
at matches!
Congratulations to Ellie (GD) who has received

coach’s overall player of the season for her
commitment, leadership and excellent interceptions
in defence. Coach’s most improved player goes to
Millie (GS) who has taken on feedback each week,
worked hard in training and as a result has improved
her body positioning and technique as the team’s
holding goal shooter. The team now welcomes
Maddie (7MSA) (GK) into the A team after starting
the season with the B team. Maddie’s commitment to
afterschool training has allowed her to grow from
strength to strength and she will now be working
alongside Freya (7JN)(GK) to develop even more.
Thank you to all the parents that have supported the
team at their fixtures this season, it really does make
a difference. Keep your eye out on the school’s Sports
Bulletin for next seasons sporting news, fixtures and
results.
Season Results:
Holt (5) vs St .Crispin’s (8)
Piggot (2) vs. St. Crispin’s (0)
St. Crispin's (9) vs. Emmbrook (0)
St. Crispin's (9) vs. Luckley (3)

Bulmershe (3) vs. St. Crispin’s (13)
Waingels (0) vs. St. Crispin’s (11)

Climbing success
Year 10 pupil, Catrin Rose (10HBK), has recently been selected
for the GB climbing team for 2015. She is currently training
extremely hard for the up coming climbing events listed
below. She has also asked to be a demonstrator and mentor at
the Grand Final of the Youth Climbing Series in Edinburgh.
Her upcoming events include:
* Round 1 European Youth Cup, Dornbirn Austria
* Round 2 European Youth Cup, Imst Austria
* European Youth Championships, Edinburgh
* Round 3 European Youth Cup, Mitterdorf Austria
* Potentially attending World Youth Championships, Arco Italy
Well done Catrin!

NEW SUMMER CLUBS TIMETABLE COMING SOON

Miss N Rouse
Yr 7 Netball Coach

Congratulations to the following pupils on
their selection for the Berkshire County
hockey team.
U13
James Romain (7ISM)
Matti Temmink (7NRO)
U16
Charlotte Temmink (10 CFL)

Congratulations to Ellie Stevenson (8KSH),
Rachael Stevenson (7MTA), Branner
Thompson (10ND) and Katelyn Dale
(8KSH) who all qualified for the
trampolining finals of the Berkshire
Schools’ Games.

Sport news
Basketball champions
Basketball is continuing to grow at St. Crispin’s, not
only in terms of numbers participating but also
quality and, therefore, results.
At the start of the year, we had a good number of
Year 7s, some of whom had not played before,
come along to the ‘open’ sessions. Two or three of
these boys have since been included in matches for
the U14 (Year 9 and under) team this year. We have
tried, so far unsuccessfully, to arrange some friendly
matches for Year 7 however, one may still happen
before the end of the year.
This year’s U16 squad only played one game – a
heavy home defeat to a strong Bulmershe team.
The St. Crispin’s team was made up largely of the
U14 players plus a couple of older boys who hadn’t
really been able to train together often enough.
The U14 team, however, has gone from strength to
strength this year. Broadly speaking, the same
group of boys have played in the U14 league since
they joined the school in Year 7, two years ago. In
the first year we won only one game, last year it
was a little better than 50% but this year we lost
only one game. This took us to a semi-final/play-off
game against a strong team from John Madjeski
Academy in which the boys put in arguably their
best performance in three years to win comfortably
38 to 22.
This win takes a St. Crispin’s team to the Berkshire
schools U14 final for the first time in many years.
By a strange quirk, the final is against Charters who
were the one team to beat us this season – a
narrow 29-35 loss at home. An opportunity for pay
back? Yes, but more importantly, a chance to
represent the school in a final and to have
something to show for three years of hard work.
The final was played at Ranelagh on Tuesday 31st
March at 4pm and the boys won 32—20!
This is, of course, not the end for this squad as next
year they will move up to U16. It will be a tough
season but I hope, by the second year when they
are ‘seniors’, they will again be competing for the
final.
Coach Devereux

Last minute result:
St. Crispin’s (32) v Charters (30)

Student Leadership
As student leaders for
the P.E Department,
our role is to contribute
ideas and encourage
others to improve our
school sport
department. So far this
year, we have started
to coach netball
training on a Tuesday
for the Year 7s, who
started St. Crispin's in
September. In addition,
we recently started a gymnastics club every
Thursday lunchtime also for the Year 7s. At the
moment, we are organising a new display board
for the department, which will include our new
idea of a KS3 and KS4 girl and boy sports player of
the term.
In the future we want to carry on running our
gymnastics club and eventually open it up to the
year 8s. We are hoping to coach netball training
to the up coming Year 7s. Further more, we are
eager to complete the display board. Finally we
would like to thank Miss Rouse for all that she has
done to help and we have really enjoyed being
student leaders for the P.E department.
Katie & Mia— 9CY

PTA news
At St. Crispin’s all parents are automatically
members of the PTA and we have around 20
attendees for each meeting – but would love to see
more!

You do not have to go to each meeting

You do not have to commit to any events –
just help where you can

It only takes an hour – very rare for meetings
to last any longer!

It is not a clique group of overbearing “dogooders” – all ideas are welcomed and
everyone is friendly – we are all there as we
have an interest in helping the school to
achieve the best for our children – your
children!

Tea/coffee/biscuits provided

Great way to be involved in the school and
learn more about what makes St. Crispin’s
great

Don’t knock it before you try it!

can help decide on how money raised is spent for
the good of your children! As an example, we have
recently looked at replacing the girl’s basketball
team uniform, providing new equipment for the
Food Technology department to ensure the food
cooked for exams is presented on top class
crockery, and provision of a fish tank and fish for a
quiet zone to assist pupils with anxiety issues.

Uniform sale
Thanks to those who have donated outgrown
uniform – the last uniform sale in February raised
£167. If you have outgrown items, please leave them
at Reception for us to sell at Parent Evenings.
For any donations or questions regarding the PTA
please contact us by email, pta@crispins.co.uk.

PTA Facebook group
are interested in joining the closed
PTA Committee Facebook page, search
for St. Crispin’s School PTA Committee
and request to join.
Featured on here will be agendas and minutes from
meetings, 'instructions' for organising events, eg car
boot, quiz night, comedy night and requests for help
at events.
If you

Annual Quiz Night
A huge thank you to all 200
plus parents, teachers and
friends who brushed off the
dust from their little grey
cells to attend another sell out Quiz Night.
Congratulations to the Winning Team ‘Quiz Team –
Aguilera’ and thank you to all the local businesses
who donated wonderful raffle prizes. If you are
involved in a local business please think about
donating a gift voucher or raffle prize via the PTA
for future events - publicity for you and support for
the school – win-win situation! If you would like to
donate now we would be happy to hold this for the
next event.
This fantastic evening raised a total of £2773.33
towards the PTA fund. If you attend a meeting you

Car Boot Sale
The next Car Boot Sale will be on Monday 6th April at
10.30am. Please come and sell or buy to raise money
for your school.

Next Meeting
NEXT PTA MEETING:
14th May 7-8 pm –
St. Crispin’s
Conference Centre.
We look forward to
seeing you there Go on – we dare
you! Feel free to
bring a
friend!

Social Media
Before Christmas
there was a survey
conducted by a small group of pupils with the help of
some researchers from Royal Holloway University of
London. We aimed to find what people think about
reading and what their purpose for reading was. The
research was also meant to let pupils see how
research is done. We started by doing two surveys
about reading ourselves. We came up with lots of
ideas and decided the top 10 best questions for the
survey. We wanted it to be successful so we thought
of tweaking the questions (turn the positive
questions into negative questions) to see that people
read the questions properly. The questions would be
answered as Strongly Agree, Agree, Neither, Disagree
and Strongly Disagree. We made a survey on Survey
Monkey and sent emails to students to fill it up.
We met two weeks after the first meeting and

Reading survey

analysed and discussed all the data. We got a total of
42 surveys filled in and we saw the survey was
successful; there were some questions in which the
results were balanced (people gave lots of different
opinions and they were spread out and not focused
on one opinion) and in some places it was higher on
one side than the other (more people agreed or
strongly agreed than the number of people who
disagreed or strongly disagreed and vice versa). We
discussed the causes for these results and came up
with many great explanations.
We then discussed what we could do better if we
were to do it again. We had a great time in these
meetings and we got to see how a survey is done. We
learnt a lot about people’s opinions on reading and
possible reasons for their views. We as a group will
be doing a seminar in parliament for our survey.
Atharva Patil (8RAI)

Follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook to get all the latest school news.

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk
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