St. Crispin’s
Excellence for all

Newsletter
Summer 2017
Headteacher’s letter

students make good progress, are proud of their
school, feel safe and happy and are fully prepared for
the next stage of life. Inspectors called student
behaviour “exemplary” and noted that St. Crispin’s is
a very inclusive school.
Our letter was very complimentary but our drive for
“excellence for all” remains as strong as ever!

Conversion to academy status

Heathlake, Crowthorne

Another year concludes
Another year concludes and like most it goes out
with a spectacular array of special events. In the
last few weeks of term alone we have had one of
our most glamourous Proms, a magnificent sports
day, enjoyed the inspirational guest at our annual
presentation evening and immensely enjoyed the
school production, Sweeney Todd. All these events
are testament to the gracious hard work and
commitment of staff and extraordinary range of
talent and enthusiasm of students.

The progress towards St. Crispin’s conversion to
become an Academy and be part of The Circle Trust
continues with ease and I anticipate formal transfer
to take place on 1st October 2017 (delayed only as a
result of the surprise General Election.) As parents/
carers are aware our move to this new status will
mean very little, if any change, to the day to day
running of the school. Being part of The Circle Trust
allows St. Crispin’s and other schools in our Trust to
preserve their unique character and ethos. Indeed
our Trust uniquely serves Wokingham and the
surrounding area and so is very much routed in
improving the educational outcomes for young
people who live in this area.

Thank you to the PTA and use of
voluntary contributions

I wanted, at the conclusion of
the school year, to write my
sincere thanks to all members
We were pleased to receive our OFSTED visit this
of the PTA, led so brilliantly by
academic year; the letter written by Her Majesty’s
Natalie Addy and many
Inspector (HMI) highlights a number of
parents’ contributions to the
considerable strengths and improvements since
school. The money raised by
their previous visit.
the PTA as well as the regular
In particular HMI noted that young people at St.
voluntary contributions by
Crispin’s receive a high quality education, with
parents really does make a
excellent pastoral care. The report notes that difference to the school environment for students.

Ofsted

The last day of term is Friday 21st July. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing at
12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued..
This year we will be using the money raised to
invest in a major refurbishment of the PE changing
rooms. It is an area of the school that I want to
have the highest standards of practical design so
our changing rooms are comfortable and
welcoming. This refurbishment will take place
during the academic year.

Summer 2017 results

This summer will give the first set of results for
students sitting reformed GCSE qualifications (in
Maths and English only, all other subjects follow
next year) this means results in these subjects will
be graded from 9 to 1, with a grade 9 being the
highest outcome and a grade 4 broadly similar to a C
pass from previous years. The DfE announced
earlier this year a grade 4 would be known as a
“standard pass.” Although the reformed GCSEs are
substantially harder and broader in content I have
no doubt our excellent Year 11 will have a set of
results of which they will be rightly proud.

New Sixth Form & refurbishment

As of writing, both the Sixth Form build and the
refurbishment of the old Sixth Form have nearly
reached their conclusion. Both will be ready for
September 2017. The building process has been
trouble free and indeed it has been a pleasure to

work alongside the Local Authority and Francis
Construction who have been so generous and
hardworking in achieving such a lovely
development for the school.
The move to a new building has given us the
opportunity to refresh and rebrand our Sixth Form
uniform. The new uniform encourages a style of
dress that would be suitable for a modern work
place. Year 13 students may sensibly wear their
existing uniform (without ties for boys) and be
compliant with our new uniform guidelines.

Stepping down but not stepping
out!
At the end of this academic year Mrs Rankine joins
our illustrious set of colleagues who have “stepped
down but are not stepping out” as she leaves her
post as Head of Sixth Form but stays as a teacher of
English and Sociology.
Mrs Rankine has been a wonderful Head of Sixth
Form for many years and her influence, careful
guidance and passion for her job has made such an
impact on many students.
So on behalf of students both past and present I pay
tremendous tribute to her years leading the Sixth
Form and I know she is delighted to leave such an
important role to her current deputy, Mrs Carly
Collett.

The last day of term is Friday 21st July. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing at
12.50pm

School news
Headteacher’s letter continued..
September 2017

Building for the Future

Finally, all that remains is to wish all our students
and families a very happy and enjoyable summer.
Our last day is Friday 21st July with students
finishing from 12pm.
All students return to school
on Wednesday 6th September.
Wednesday 6th September – Start of term for
students
Please note the following for the first day of term
arrangements:
08.30 (new) Year 7 to the Main Hall
Go to Tutor Groups at 9.00
08.30

Year 12 to the Lecture Theatre
Go to Tutor Groups at 9.00

09.30

Year 11 to Main Hall Heads/HoY
assembly. Go to Tutor Groups at 9.50

09.30

Year 13 to the Lecture Theatre
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.00

09.30

Year 10 go straight to Tutor Groups
Go to Main Hall at 10:00 a Heads/HoY
assembly

09.30

Year 9 go straight to Tutor Groups
Go to Main Hall at 10:30 a Heads/HoY
assembly

09.30

Year 8 to Gym.
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.00

All lessons will start at 11.20 (period 3)
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

On Friday 24th March,
local people gathered
at Sonning Golf Club,
joined by PM, Theresa
May, for the inaugural
Building for the Future awards.
The awards are a celebration of ‘local heroes who go
above and beyond for the needs of disabled children
in the borough’. Amongst the prize winners were
therapists, medical professionals, teachers and
teaching assistants.
We are very proud to share that our very own Mr
Blyth, Assistant Headteacher, was presented with
the prestigious ‘Teacher of the Year’ award.
Jane Holmes, CEO of the charity, said: “It was a
complete privilege to celebrate these very special
people and welcoming the Prime Minister to present
the prizes was an absolute honour. Our grateful
thanks goes to her, to our very generous awards
sponsors and of course the fabulous winners and
runners up.”
Mr Blyth says, “It was an absolute honour to receive
this award and although a cliché, it really is an award
for the school as a whole as it is reflective of the
excellent pastoral team that I am so proud to lead
and the care and support for our students that is
embedded in the ethos of our community”.
Mr Railton Blyth, Assistant Headteacher

The last day of term is Friday 21st July. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing at
12.50pm

School news
New Sixth Form Centre

Having worked alongside Mrs
Rankine for five years, I am
beyond privileged to be taking
on the role of Head of Sixth
Form in September.
We are delighted to be
welcoming
students
back
following the summer break
into our brand new Sixth Form
Centre.
The centre hosts a range of
exclusive study spaces which
will enable students to utilise
their time in whichever method
befits their workload. There is
silent space where students can
work
independently.
Additionally, the impressive
Atrium provides a hub where
we will meet for assemblies and where students can
socialise and study in pairs or small groups. We
provide ICT facilities for personal study yet do very
much encourage students to bring their own
electronic devices that they can connect to any of
the multiple power sources in the study spaces.
Prospective Year 12 students enjoyed a tour of the
new centre on our induction days and it was
greeted with a hugely positive response.
The induction days also gave students the
opportunity to meet the Sixth Form team and learn
about how they can utilise the support on offer to
help them gain the qualifications necessary to

achieve their ambitions.
Furthermore, they learnt about:
the tutoring programme and
the
one-to-one
guidance
embedded
into
it;
our
enrichment opportunities which
enhance students’ learning
experience as well as their
future applications; the new
electronic planner system that
students will be given access to
in September; what Sixth Form
is really like from those who
know it best – our wonderful
Head Team; and in true
Crispin’s style, they reviewed
the details of the new dress
code in a student-led fashion
show!
Amongst all of this, students managed to enjoy
taster lessons and lunch on us in the Cucina
restaurant before finally participating in a carousel
of teambuilding challenges in their tutor groups. The
new 12PMO/AME set the standards high for the
forthcoming year, working together to beat the
other five tutor groups and win the final prize!
We look forward to continuing to share more
student successes with you as the Sixth Form settles
into its new home.
Mrs Carly Collett, Head of Sixth Form Designate

First day of Autumn Term - Wednesday 6th September

School news
Biodiversity update

drilled into wood or the ends of bamboo cane make
ideal environments.
You can get involved too this summer and help stop
the decline of pollinators in the UK. Simply leaving a
small patch of garden to grow wild is a fantastic way
to help increase insect numbers and is actually one
of the most effective things the public can do to get
involved. Alternatively, why not create a log pile
make out of old logs and pallets with wild flowers
planted on top?
Grass is a fierce competitor and should be cut back
or removed to give wild flowers a chance. Never add
fertilizer as this favours the grass over other species.
There is lots of information and advice here http://
www.polli-nation.co.uk/activity/our-school-groundsproviding-nesting-and-shelter-man-made-insecthomes/

Nine months after
planting our wild
seeds,
we
are
starting to see the
first signs of our
developing meadow.
There are members
of the school, who
shall
remain
nameless, that might
call it “weeds” or complain about the lost tennis
balls, but the Biologists will be the first to recognise
the increase in the number of grass species now
growing in the area and note the first signs of wild
flowers coming through.
We have had lots of students sampling the area, Dr Daniel Rose, Head of Science
looking for an increase in the number of pollinators
and with our new insect sampling equipment,
purchased with our Polli:nation Learning through
Landscapes grant, we have found lots more life.
On trips day, a group of Year 7s and 8s have been
making insect hotels that will provide a habitat for
many of the beneficial insect species. Solitary wasps
are those that do not live in hives and are often
parasitoids. This means that they lay their eggs
inside the larvae of other insects such as caterpillars
and aphids. The wasp larvae then eat the host from
the inside out and burst through the skin of the now
dead caterpillar. These remarkable insects have a big
impact on controlling insect pests that damage
crops. Solitary wasps like to dig and burrow, so holes

School news
Raising money for Readathon

Well done to the following students who have
recently raised an impressive £387.28 for the
Readathon Charity as part of their sponsored
Readathon: Shannon Bennett, Tilly Searle, Adele
Dowling, Rachel Smith, Elianna Thairs, Cara Flynn
and Hollie Collins.
Shannon Bennett initially approached staff
earlier this year about starting a Readathon as
she had heard about the charity and wanted to
raise money for it. Readathon is a charity that
raises money for seriously ill children in hospital
in order to provide them with much needed
books and storyteller visits whilst in hospital.
For five weeks the girls raised money by reading
as many books as they could.

Hope for Children Mufti Day
On Friday 16th June, students were asked to wear non
uniform in return for a donation of £1 towards the
charity Hope For Children.
This mufti day gave the school a fantastic opportunity
to support one of our former pupils in their fundraising
opportunity. Matthew Sibley, who is currently in his
final year at Loughborough University, studies Civil
Engineering. On top of this, he is taking on the
impressive challenge of leading a team of students to
climb Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania to help raise
money and awareness for the Hope for Children
charity. This involves Matthew personally raising
£2500 for the charity, and as such he has asked for St.
Crispin’s support in raising this money .
In total the mufti day raised £672.48! Well done to all!

Wear Purple for JIA
St. Crispin’s has a student that has been diagnosed with Juvenile
Idiopathic Arthritis, and has been receiving treatment for this
over the last academic year. They have coped with this with
amazing maturity and has continued to be an exceptional
student. For this reason we decided to raise awareness and
money for the National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society, which has
supported them during their treatment. The campaign is called
‘Wear Purple for JIA’ and on Thursday 8th June we supported
them by selling purple wristbands for £1. Students were then
allowed to wear their wristbands to school the following day. The
sale was an instant success with all bands being sold and raising a
total of £103.
If you would like more information about Juvenile Idiopathoc
Arthritis, please visit this website http://www.jia.org.uk/wearpurple-for-jia.
@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

School news
Harley—The Reading Dog

In our last newsletter we detailed news of how we would
be welcoming our school dog, Harley, to the Learning
Support Department. As explained, there has been a lot of
evidence collated about the positive ways in which dogs
can be used to support young people in life and in schools
and Harley was due to be deployed in a number of ways
based on these findings. Since then, Harley has been
visiting the school two afternoons a week to get to know
the school and the pupils.
He has been working with
pupils that are reluctant to
read to an adult but who are
happy to read to him
and those that have become
frustrated and need some
help to regulate their
emotions. Everyone has
enjoyed seeing him around
the school and he has been
very good.
Ms Rebekah Brumby, SENCO

ISM Bronze Award
St. Crispin’s has been
recently awarded the
ISM / ISM Trust’s
Bronze
Certificate.
This means that more
than 10% of all the
school’s
GCSE
students achieved an
A* to C in GCSE music.
Deborah
Annetts,
Chief Executive of the
ISM – the professional
body for musicians –
congratulated
the
school, saying:
‘We are delighted to
recognise St. Crispin’s
achievement in music
and celebrate the
commitment to music education shown by the
school in their high uptake and high achievement
of pupils’.

‘Music is a valuable subject, it brings value in itself
to pupils as well as supporting achievement in
other subjects. Music also opens doors and
generates educational opportunities for pupils from
all backgrounds.
We are delighted that St. Crispin’s School values
music within their school curriculum and as the
professional body for musicians and a subject
association for music education, we are delighted
to recognise this high level of achievement with this
certificate.’
The certificate is awarded by the Incorporated
Society of Musicians (ISM) and the ISM Trust
(www.ismtrust.org). The Incorporated Society of
Musicians is the UK’s fastest growing professional
body for musicians and a nationally recognised
subject association for music. We were set up in
1882 to promote the art of music and to protect
the interests of all musicians. Today we support
nearly 8,000 members with unrivalled services and
expert advice, from study up until retirement.
The ISM Trust, the Incorporated Society of
Musicians’ (ISM) sister charity, was created in 2014
to advance education, the arts and to promote
health.

School news
Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street

This year’s school production was
Sweeney Todd.
The legend of Sweeney Todd dates
back to the 1840s and a story
entitled ‘The string of pearls’. It was
published in a weekly magazine in
the genre of the ‘penny dreadful’ –
new stories or rewrites of gothic
thrillers sold cheaply to the newly
literate of Victorian Britain. So
popular were these stories that, by
the 1970s, not only was Sweeney a familiar
character to most, but many also thought
him to be real.
Following the huge success of West Side
Story (for which Sondheim wrote the
libretto), and musicals including Follies and
A Little Night Music, Sondheim’s brilliance
as
both
composer
and lyricist was
widely recognised.
Premiering
on
Broadway in 1979,
this
musical
masterpiece sets
Sweeney as a
dark,
brooding,
obsessive
character with an
insatiable desire
for revenge that,
ultimately,
sees
him transformed
into a tragic hero.
The considerable

ambition behind this year’s
production certainly matches that
of the story’s main protagonist; the
somewhat gruesome tale of
Sweeney
Todd
is
probably
Sondheim’s most operatic musical,
and the complexities of the score
present numerous challenges in
almost every regard. It goes
without saying that staging the
show successfully is no mean feat

either!
Meeting these challenges has taken
enormous commitment and discipline, and
it becomes ever more apparent that the
determination and resilience of our
performers place even the most
demanding material firmly within our
grasp.
It
has
been a pleasure to
watch
the
burgeoning
creativity
and
rapid maturation
of both individual
performers
and
the show as a
living entity since
work began.
Mrs Kate West,
Head of Drama
Mr Nicholas
Wolstencroft,
Head of
Music

School news
Music

Chamber Choir Hospice
performance
Following the success of the Chamber Choir’s visit
to Wokingham Hospice in December, the choir was
invited for a return visit in June. Auspicious timing,
since work had been going on in earnest in
preparation for the choir tour at the end of the
year.
A group of 16 core members (from Years 8-13)
visited the Hospice and performed a half-hour
programme for those members able to attend. As
was the case with the former visit, thanks and
praise were offered in abundance and the students
were able to observe the impact that music can
have on the lives of others once again.

End of term news
With performances at Bayeux Cathedral, St Pierre in
Caen and St Teresa in Liseux all firmly in the diary,
the Chamber Choir sets sail for Normandy on 20th
July for their summer tour.

As in previous years, we held an informal concert at
the end of term which was a chance for the choir to
celebrate this year’s work in an informal setting
and, of course, to share the music we have been
learning with friends and family at home.
Mr Nicholas Wolstencroft, Head of Music

School news
STEM update
3M Eco Tech Challenge
In April, the three top teams for the Eco Tech
Challenge for secondary schools, took their designs
to compete in the 3M Young Innovators Eco
Challenge 2017.
Two teams made it through to the final, which was
an exciting event held at 3M’s corporate
headquarters in Bracknell. Students were asked to
design and construct a functioning item of
furniture for a child using only recycled or
sustainable materials. Judges were looking for
strong evidence of background research,
innovation in recycled material use, and design
development including modelling and prototyping
– as well as a quality finished product. All our
students had a fantastic time at 3M. The students
were presented with their finalist certificates by Dr
Philip Lee, local MP. Although we didn’t win this
year, our teams did us proud as they explained
their
designs
to
judges
and
other
competitors. Naima Mahdi, Holly Hayford and
Olivia Duffin were runners up and Nathan GilbertHunter
and
Shane
Culley
got
highly
commended.

STEM Fair at Evendons Primary School

Engineering activities

The Robotic Club
developed a range
of activities to
support Evendons
Primary School on
their STEM day.
Harry Potter was
the theme for our
activities
and
included
‘the
robotic
broom
mission’ and ‘the
maze challenge’ .
Students also had the opportunity to design and programme the
alternative Ron Wealey car.

Eight Year 10 pupils had an
amazing opportunity to spend a
week at the National Grid
training Centre.
During the week they took part
in a variety of activities to give
them an insight into the world of
engineering, including team
building activities as well as site
visits to power generating
plants.

Year 7 news
Teambuilding at Whitemoor Lakes

On Friday June 23rd most of St. Crispins Year 7
went on a trip to Whitemoor Lakes in Lichfield.
Firstly we endured a three hour coach journey that
went quite quickly with some coaches stopping at
service stations on the way. When all the coaches
arrived we played ping pong in the main area. After
this we were called in to the main hall to begin our
tour of the site. We travelled outside through two
red doors and eventually sat down to commence
wide games. The game that we played was called
'Grab A Granny' and this game consisted of two
people linking arms and spreading out around the
field keeping a reasonable distance between them
and other partners. Then the instructors told one
person that they were a 'Runner' and another a
'Catcher'. The runner had to run from the catcher
and when the runner wanted to they could link
onto another pair and the person on the other side
of the pair would have to become the runner. The
aim of the game is for the catcher to catch the
runner.
Once we had played this game we went back to the
main hall to find out who would be in our dorms
with us. This task was scary for you only knew who
you were in a room with and you didn't know
where you other mates were. After we arrived in
our dorms we watched some tv and eventually
went to sleep at about 10 o'clock. For some people
this was a challenge as they were very lively after
the long coach journey and excited to find out what
the activities were like.
The next morning we woke up at 7:30 and got ready
for our day to start. We then all met up in the
common area of our dorm rooms and headed off to
breakfast, and our first activities. Archery - in Archery

we had a few practice shots to get used to the bow
and then we played two games where you had to get
points and hit numbers to knock others out of the
game. Canoeing - in this activity we paddled out into
the lake and then played a game where you had to
throw a tennis ball into the instructors’ canoes.
Abseil and Zip - the abseiling was quite scary as you
had to lean back over a high wall and then jump
down (in a harness) High ropes - high ropes were
very scary as the logs were slippy but we worked
together to get to the top! Overall team building was
a blast and we all had fun at the disco and a good
laugh on the buses. Thanks to all of the teachers who
accompanied us on this adventure. And to Miss Fleet
who shared her birthday with all of Year 7.
Kieron Jones 7CFL
On Friday 23rd June period 4, Year 7 set off on a three
hour journey to Whitemoor Lakes for an activity filled
weekend. We arrived at five thirty in the evening to
arrive for a very tasty dinner before being given a
tour of the grounds.
We saw the climbing walls, the lodges, the main
reception and the massive field, where we played
wide games.
Our instructor explained a game to us called ‘grab a
granny’ a game where there is a runner and a chaser
run around trying to catch each other we played one
massive game even the teachers joined in (we found
out that Mr Wheatcroft is a really fast runner).
After an exciting evening, we all found out our dorms
and lodges in the Gilmore Hall and transferred our
bags to our dorms before going to sleep around 10 o’
clock.

Year 7 news
Teambuilding at Whitemoor Lakes continued
Saturday
We were up bright and early on Saturday and all
headed to breakfast with a few sleepy faces among
us.
Straight after breakfast we gathered up all our gear
and headed to the posts to start our first activity.
My first activity was climbing with an instructor
called Ben we all learnt how to group belay and
Laura conquered her fear and got as far as she
could which was almost the top however Harry
Alexander was up and down in about ten seconds
Next, we had Challenge Course a teambuilding
based activity where we played lots of fun games
and ended up with loads of forfeit because none of
us have very good balance. Some of the forfeits
were singing dancing and impressions.
After the challenge course, we had a tasty fueled
lunch and everyone ate surprisingly fast kind of
showing everyone wanted to get on with the next
activity.
Next activity after lunch was the high ropes. the
high ropes were one of my favourite activities
because there was the leap of faith and that is
always an entertaining obstacle to climb also there
was the gladiator.
Last of the day was archery when we all took turns
and started tallying up the scores and playing killer.
We had tea and then it was announced that there
was to be a disco and everyone franatically ran off
to slick on some makeup and nice clothes. Everyone
danced and laughed at the disco, even the teachers
danced.

Sunday
In the morning everyone steadily ate breakfast and
headed straight to the activities.
First I had canoeing and I got very wet. We played
conquer the countries and did loads of crazy forfeits
and at the end we were allowed to jump in.
Last we had abseiling and the zipwire. We all had fun
and had multiple goes.
Olivia Duffin 7CFL

Year 7 news
PiXL Edge
This term
has seen
the Year 7s
really
embrace
the Edge
with some
fantastic work taking place.
Emily and Harriet Wakely led
not a starter, or a part lesson, but the full hour of a
PE lesson with a full lesson plan! The class were
extremely motivated, which is no mean feat when
in front of your peers, and progress was clearly
made by ALL students and indeed OFSTED would
have been delighted.

Mr Blyth has taken Melissa and Hannah to St
Teresa’s to meet with Mrs Peters, Headteacher, to
plan and deliver a Year 3 cookery workshop. Mr
Blyth has promised that he will only eat one cake!

Amelia, Matthew and Judith have designed the new
cover for the student planner for the next academic
year. (see above)
Mr Blyth has met with each form group to review
what is going well with Edge so far. Some great
comments from all classes clearly showing that the
Edge is enabling them to ‘get better’ in the key
LORIC attributes, is ‘helping’ them and they are
really enjoying being part of the programme.

On 25th May, the school was subject to a remote
‘surprise’ standardisation by the NCFE. They were
extremely impressed at the challenges the students
are setting themselves and the hard work and
dedication shown to the programme.
As a result of the success of the Edge in the school,
Mr Blyth has been asked to help and advise other
schools in the South East in its implementation and
regional school leaders are to be visiting the school
over the next few months to speak with the
students and see the great work that they are
undertaking.

Year 7 news
PiXL Edge continued

On Wednesday 12th
July, Mr Blyth and
Miss Longhurst took
fifteen students to a
special
awards
ceremony at Charters
School where they
received a special PiXL
Edge
trailblazers
award.
On 4th July, Year 7
travelled to the historic
Warwick Castle for a day of
adventure. Warwick Castle
is a medieval castle
developed from an original which was built by
William the Conqueror in 1068.
“The Warwick Castle trip was great as our
knowledge of castles added extra understanding.
We also had freedom to go into the castle maze
and other things that were really great fun. During
the day we had the chance to explore all of the
castle and the grounds including the moat.
The trip definitely helped with my learning for my
history project and I’m sure others felt the same
way too.”
Amelia Duckworth, 7NF

This was presented to
the students by Sophie
Christiansen, a multiple
gold medal winning
British
Paralympian,
who was extremely
inspirational. This is a
reflection
of
the
excellent work they
have undertaken and next year they will mentoring
the new Year 7 cohort in their work on the Edge.
We were also extremely proud that Harriet and
Emily won an Outstanding Leadership award as a
result of their efforts with the programme. Well
done girls!
Mr Railton Blyth, Assistant Headteacher

Warwick Castle

Year 7 news
Science Club
In nearly every science lesson we do
experiments, teaching us chemical reactions. For
example we put magnesium in hydrochloric acid;
this released heat and carbon dioxide making the
liquid bubble.
Another project we did was on energy. We
learnt about this subject by making a machine to
launch a Q-tip at a target. This taught us about
elastic energy/potential energy, as when we
released the elastic band it released the kinetic
energy and gravity acts, making it fall. A fact we
learnt about energy is that energy can’t be made
or destroyed.
Jamie Bush 7SBA

In the Line of Science
A CRIME HAS BEEN COMMITTED! Science Club is
investigating a crime that occurred in the Science block.
A laptop has been broken!
We collected evidence from the crime scene and have
spoken to various teachers who are suspects. We have
spent the last few weeks comparing fibre samples,
taking fingerprints, testing soil and mysterious powder
samples and even testing 'urine' (we are very
thorough)... Who dunnit?

Years
7—9

A taste of the continent
Far left: The Year 7 students studying French sampled
typical food eaten for breakfast in France last week:
baguette with butter & jam, croissant, pain au chocolat
and chocolate milkshake.

Left: Students in Year 8 also had their annual cheese
tasting one morning in July.
They tried: Brie, port salut, emmental and manchego
(all washed down with some wine aka grape juice)!
They learn about how cheese is eaten in France and
Spain and watched some YouTube clips to see typical
traditions e.g. How the French enjoy raclette cheese
and fondue.

Science Club - Wednesday lunch times in S3

Year 8 news
DigiGirlz Microsoft Reading
On 25th April several Year 8 students attended the
DigiGirlz event in Reading. During the event
students work with Microsoft employees to
understand careers in business and technology and
to get an inside look at what it's like to work at
Microsoft. This event tries to provide girls with
information about different technology and
business roles through interesting exercises, and
Microsoft product demonstrations.
Sixteen girls from Year 8 were invited to attend
a DigiGirlz girls event at the Microsoft headquarters
in the UK and hundreds of pupils from other schools
also took part in the event. We were inspired by
speeches from various guests about introducing
technology into everyday objects to make everyday
life easier. After the speeches, we were split into
groups ready for a competition where our creativity

and imagination were challenged and we needed to
change an ordinary object into a piece of technology
never created before. Everyone enjoyed the
challenges, speeches and food and if given the
chance, we would all eagerly go back.
Amelia Graabek 8KMO

A trip back in time
children would've worked around and we went into
some mines and learned about the jobs they
would've had. We also experienced school, and we
visited the town and looked inside some of the
poorer and richer houses, and learned about them
too. Overall, we had a really good time and as well
as this, we learned more about children in the
revolution, which helped us in our assessment in
school.
Caitlin Edmondson 8LWO
During May 2017, Year 8 students were lucky
enough to visit The Black Country Living Museum
in Dudley, West Midlands. This is an open air
living museum that tells the story of the world's
first industrial landscape. Attractions at the
museum include chain making demonstrations, an
underground mine, a fairground, canal boating
and visiting period shops and houses.
The Black Country Museum was a brilliant trip. We
were taken round by our guide, and we learned lots
about children's everyday lives. We saw machinery

Year 9 news
Maths & Engineering Day

Year 9 students have recently been inspired by a
group of engineers from Eurovia for their trips day.
There were a range of maths and ICT activities to do,
from Block Paving to Bridge Building, it was fantastic
to see everyone enjoy the day and willing to try
something new.
“I really liked the creative aspects of the day and it

Up for Debate
On 13th April
we had the
great
opportunity to
take part in the
PiXL ‘Up for
Debate’
competition. In
this
competition
you get to take
part in formal
debates
against other
schools. Each
team consists
of three debaters who all take it in turn to try and
impress the judges with their debating skills. It is a
great competition where you learn to be
persuasive, work as a team, respect other peoples
opinions and develop confidence in speaking in
public.
Mrs Kiran Sharma, Head of Media Studies
On the day of the debate we were all nervous. We
worried that our arguments and points weren’t

was really interesting to see a different take on
engineering. We usually associate engineering as
sitting at a desk and working away with problems on
paper but it was great to be ‘hands on’ for the day
and come up with inventive ideas!”
Abi Anderson-Peled 9ETA
“We enjoyed the block paving activity the most
because we went from creating the design through to
building our idea outside. It was a great day that
enabled us to work on our team building skills and
communication skills with each other. It completely
changed our minds on engineering and has made us
think more about choosing engineering as a career.
All in all a brilliant day!
Alice Meldrum and Aimee Randall 9ETA
good enough to win each debate. But we didn’t
need to.
Our first debate was on the censorship of
discriminatory language in music videos. We had to
argue that censorship was the right thing to do.
This meant that we had to start the debate and I
had to begin the debate. This was nerve-racking, as
I haven’t done much public speaking outside of
school.
Once I got into my speech I was comfortable. Our
points were stronger, we were more prepared and
we made the other school nervous. Our
interjections of their speeches made them stop and
stutter. This led to a win of the first debate. This
win gave us the confidence we needed in the
second debate.
This debate was on international adoption and
whether it should be banned. Our points again
were more varied and even stronger than in the
first debate. However, the third debate we only had
twenty minutes to prepare. This debate was on
whether plastic surgery should be banned. This was
a hard debate we made good points but didn’t get
to fully develop our ideas.
Overall we just missed out on being in the final
debate on the main stage in front of all the schools
competing. Overall, St. Crispin’s debate team came
fourth out of all the schools competing.
Fynn Jordan 9ISM

Year 10 news
Geography field trips

This term we have been to Windsor and Swanage
to carry out fieldwork which would go towards our
Geography GCSE. In Windsor we looked at human
geography and how environmental quality changes
along a transect (path). To do this we collected
data at twenty one sites going into Windsor. At
each site we did traffic and pedestrian count as
well as a bi-polar surveys and land use.
On Tuesday the following week we went to
Swanage and looked at physical geography. In the
fieldwork centre we had to look at the different
types of rock in Swanage Bay before heading down
to the beach. We did a field sketch of part of the
bay and also looked at the beach profile by using
ranging poles and clinometers. After we measured

the differences in the heights of the side of the
groynes and the way the waves were going.
We then drove round to the next bay where we did a
field sketch of Old Harry Rocks and looked at coastal
erosion using GPS.
Megan Smith 10RAI

German Exchange

Our German partners arrived on the Wednesday
and went to Windsor on the Thursday which my
partner really enjoyed. We had fish and chips for
dinner which was delicious. On the Friday, we went
on the joint trip to Portsmouth, which included

doing some shopping in Gunwarf
Quays and having a tour around the
Mary Rose in the historic dockyard.
At the weekend, we went to Thorpe
Park, and had a really lovely time
going on all the rides.
On the Monday, my partner came to
school with me for the day and we
had lessons including geography and
German.
On the Tuesday, my partner visited
London, and went on the London Eye, where she
got great views of London. Overall I had a really
enjoyable week and would definitely recommend
it.
Megan Smith 10RAI

Year 10 news
A weekend in Normandy

We left school at 7:30 and headed towards the
Eurotunnel. After a quick stop at the terminal we
boarded the shuttle! It only took about 40mins
before we arrived in France, where we stopped for
lunch at a service station. However, it was nothing
like a British service station because there was a
tower that you could walk up and look at the
beautiful views. Our next stop en route to the
hotel, was a brief visit to Honfleur. It’s a gorgeous
little harbour where you feel as though you have
gone back in time. We all made the most of being
able to stretch our legs and sample some French ice
-cream. All too quickly it was time to get back on
the coach and the last leg of our journey to the
hotel in Carentan. We finally arrived at around 7:45
just in time to unpack and get ready before dinner.
After dinner, we went out for a walk through the
town and along a canal, which was lovely. The
teachers told us that they wanted to show us the
beautiful scenery but we weren’t fooled – they just

wanted to tire us out so that we would sleep well!
It worked. So it was back to the hotel at 11pm and
straight to bed after a long and tiring day.
On the Saturday morning we had breakfast at 7:15
then we set off to Bayeux at 8:30. It was so exciting
to be able to explore the market there and speak
some French. It was quite busy and already hot,
even though it was only 9:30 in the morning! There
were all sorts of interesting sights at the market,
including chicks and lobsters which were still
moving. Our teachers were not keen on us buying
up the chicks and ducklings! After a short walk to
the Bayeux tapestry we had an interesting talk
about the different scenes on it. We then travelled
to Arromanches, where we had a picnic and
watched a short film in a 360 degree cinema about
the D-Day landings. This was followed by some free
time. Mrs De Rosa recommended an amazing icecream parlour where we were able to try out our
French again and the ice-cream was delicious. We
managed to squeeze in a quick trip to a
supermarket to do some gift shopping before
dinner.

Year 10 news
Normandy continued
Later we drove to one of the landing beaches,
where we played games and took lots of photos. Mr
Alderslade told us about some of the history
associated with the area. It was a great evening.
On the Sunday, we left for Mont Saint Michel at
8:30. After the 2 hour journey we were glad to get
off the coach although we did then have to walk
along a path for quite a long way leading up to the
island, which was rather hot. Once reaching Mont
Saint Michel, we had free time to go off and explore
the narrow streets and passageways and have a
look in the shops. After, we had a self-guided tour
around the abbey at the top before walking back
down to the bottom of the island and taking a
shuttle back to the coach. We then drove to a bell
foundry and learnt all about how they make bells
including seeing some in progress. After having
dinner back at the hotel, we drove to Saint Lo
where we went bowling. It was great fun! (Mr Bains
got rather competitive)! Back at the hotel, we had
to pack, ready to leave in the morning.

coach and we set off for Carentan market. Mrs Wo
Kai Song was so efficient that we made great time.
In fact, it was so early that some people were still
setting up their stalls! Afterwards we drove to a
caramel factory, where we got to see how they
make caramels and even got to try some ourselves!
At the Eurotunnel terminal we had to compete with
all the traffic returning from the 24h Le Mans race.
This meant that we didn't leave until 7:50. We were
amazed how hot it was when we got off the coach
at St Crispin’s. It was an action packed trip and I
would definitely recommend it.
Megan Smith 10RAI

On the Monday, after a bleary-eyed room check,
some of the boys helped the driver to load the

Enterprise Day
"It was useful for the volunteers to come
in and see our CVs. I felt the feedback
given about our CVs was very helpful. I
feel more confident about writing a CV
when applying for a job."

"I enjoyed today, it has given me more
guidance for my future, the volunteers
were really nice"
"Overall I enjoyed working as a team to
achieve an overall result

Year 10 students can collect their Maths GCSE Results on
Thursday 24th August between 10 - 11am in the Main Hall

Year 11 Prom
On Monday evening 3rd July, Year 11 students
were once again dressed to celebrate – this
time in beautiful dresses and smart suits for
their farewell Prom Party. The weather was
fabulous and the evening sunshine bathed the
gardens of Trunkwell House, providing a
beautiful setting for the evening.
A procession of sports cars, limousines, and
even a vintage bus delivered the excited young
men and women to the red carpet entrance.
Our professional photographer (the Moment
Images) were kept very busy all evening taking
pictures of the red carpet arrivals, groups in the
gardens, and studio shots with fun props.
Voting for the Prom King & Queen took place,
and after a delicious buffet a range of fun
awards certificates & prizes were presented by
Mrs Jones. Then, it was the moment of truth,
who were this year’s Prom King and Queen?
Votes had been counted by the Year 11 tutor
team elves and the Prom King vote winner was
finally revealed as Harry Grealis, and the Prom
Queen winner was Rebecca Burrows – both of
whom proudly (if a little embarrassed) wore
their sashes and crowns for the rest of the
evening.
After some dancing and fun with their friends
the happy students headed off homewards
back to Wokingham. Mrs Hawkins, who had
managed the whole organisation of the Prom,
certainly created a magical event which the
students will never forget – thank you!
Mrs Sally Jones, Head of Year 11
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Special thanks to The Moment Images,
Photography by Sally Hitt
www.themomentimages.com
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Year 11 Prom continued
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Year 11 news
Year 11 Leavers’ Day
On Tuesday June 9th Year 11 students arrived first thing ready to celebrate their 5 years at St Crispin’s
before the start of the long awaited exams. They came in a very wide range of guises, many being a
challenge to recognise at all! There were individuals, pairs and groups who had obviously all put a great deal
of effort into their costumes for the day. Following the fun and excitement of seeing each other in their
outfits and having lots of great photos taken by Mrs Barnby, the students headed off to lessons – many of
which seemed to include cake & treats… At break time the wider school all enjoyed seeing the Year 11
students in their costumes out & about, able to look forward to their own similar celebrations in the future.
The Year group then gathered in the Hall and were treated to a host of cakes, pastries and soft drinks before
some fancy dress prizes were awarded. Voting took place for some fun awards at the Prom in July. Finally,
Mrs Jones & Ms Rhodes then wished all the students a fond farewell, good luck with their exams and for the
exciting future that awaits each and every student as they embark on the next stage of their lives.
Mrs Sally Jones, Head of Year 11

GCSE Results Day—Thursday 24th August
Year 11 9am - 11am
Year 10 10am - 11am
Certificates collection—Tuesday 19th December

Year 11 news
Year 11 Leavers’ Day

GCSE Results Day—Thursday 24th August
Year 11 9am - 11am
Year 10 10am - 11am
Certificates collection - Tuesday 19th December

The Head Team Times
Deputy Head Boy—Niall Casserly

Head Girl—Amy Shute

Since coming back to school from the Easter
holidays, this period of time has been a period of
change and developing into our roles as members
of the head team. One of the commitments of
being on the head team is to lead a committee on
the school council. As I have never been on the
school council previously in the school, it has been
fascinating to see and hear how the students of St.
Crispin’s are so keen to improve the school to make
it the best school it can be. In the school council
meeting we had recently, we discussed whole
school matters and then split off into our
committees to discuss more specific topics. As head
of the media committee, we merged with the
charity committee and discussed how we can
maintain the school's high standards of cleanliness
through media and posters, and also discussed how
we can keep students hydrated so that the focus
and motivation in the summer time matches the
work ethic we achieve earlier in the year. We then
went on to discuss sports day and again
encouraging students to bring water to school,
creating posters and powerpoints to help promote
this. I found it extremely interesting listening to the
lower school’s ideas. My first term as deputy head
boy has been extremely enjoyable and I am
extremely excited to continue my responsibilities
throughout the rest of this term and into in the new
academic year in September.
Niall Casserly 12KW

In our first term as a Head Team together, we have
taken on the responsibility of ensuring all prefects
and seniors prefects have been attending their
weekly duties. We each have an assigned day of the
week to check that the prefects are present and
keeping expectations high. This is done using an Excel
spreadsheet with all the students names on it. Our
job is to note down all students that have attended
and report back to Mr Morgan-Russell any students
that have failed to do so. As my first term of being
Head Girl is coming to a close, it has shown me what
an enjoyable and exciting year is ahead of me and I
can't wait to get started!
Amy Shute 12KW

Head Boy—Toby Wilson

Deputy Head Girl—Becca Matthew
As being part of the head team for a while now, we
have really started to settle into our new roles and
have enjoyed completing the tasks set for us. We
have weekly meetings with Mr Morgan-Russell where
we can discuss any problems we have faced, any
questions we have and the duties we are being given
to perform. So far, it has given us confidence to
partake in multiple things, for example, school
council meetings and a wokingham federation
meeting where we have really focussed on how we
can use our role to better the school. We have the
opportunity to update prefect attendance and
provided with forthcoming dates of events which we
will be involved in, all of which is very exciting!
Becca Mathhew 12ABS

On the 29th June, our team visited the Holt School to take part in a meeting for the Wokingham school’s
federation to which we were invited. The federation council consisted of student leadership team
representatives from several local schools along with members of younger year groups. The council’s
objectives were laid out promptly and clearly, and they were to make decisions based on the interests of
local school children in a possibly uncertain future given the political climate. Issues such as prioritisation in
case of future funding issues, student welfare, youth engagement in the community and charitable
fundraising.
It was exciting to see how engaged the students of not only St. Crispin’s but also neighbouring schools were
from all age groups, with almost every participant contributing unique and justified ideas from light-hearted
suggestions such as the reintroduction of the ‘Staff X-factor’ in the effort to raise money for charity to the indepth solutions of policy-based surveys for students regarding their opinions on what makes their school a
safe and inviting place of learning and self-improvement. With so many engaged students in leadership roles
and so many bright ideas in development, my head-team mates and I are eager to play our part in a multischool council with a common ambition. Toby Wilson 12MHT

Sixth Form news
Year 13 Leavers’ Day

The long established tradition of Leaver’s Day is
that the year group gather in their common room,
in their costumes at 10am.The Sixth Form team and
I find it exciting to wait for them there as every year
we are wowed by the inventiveness of the students
costumes and this year did not disappoint. This year
is my final year as Head of Sixth Form at St.
Crispin’s. I pass on the baton into the very capable
hands of Mrs Collett and Mr Yeatman at the end of
term.
With this in mind (?) Mr Yeatman persuaded me to
take a risk and as a result, the two of us were
dressed for the day as dartboards. We were both
very lucky that nothing other than the occasional
plastic bottle, which did not hurt folks, was thrown
and in jest!
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There are always
students who arrive
with
costumes,
which are grouped
together, and as
always, these were
spectacular. There
were two groups in
particular who will
stay in my memory.
Nine of the girls
were dressed as
dominoes
and
arrived singing the
Dominoes
Song
very loudly as they arrived. The girls had all had fun
making their own costumes together before the
event. The pictures of this will amuse.
The other striking example was a group of students
who had visited a local DIY outlet and bought ten
giant plant pots. These were painted and holes
drilled in them for legs. This must have amused the
residents of Rances Lane as ten flowerpot men
paraded proudly down the street to the school.
Other memorable groups included the Four Seasons
who all looked beautiful, Jockeys, Star Wars
characters, Painters and cops and robbers!
The most striking individual this year was Jeremy
Woolfe who enjoyed dressing as Snow White
perhaps a little too much!
The group enjoyed some drinks and light breakfast
food as they got together seeing the inventiveness of
the costumes bought and created and at this point,
many pictures were taken; including pictures you will
see to accompany this piece.
After an hour we all headed over to the Main hall
where the wider staff joined us for refreshments. In
the hall Ms Rhodes gave a moving speech about their
contribution to school life and her hopes for the
future which lies ahead of them.
She then judged the fancy dress competition. The
costumes including the prize winners mentioned can
be seen on the school website.
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Sixth Form news
Year 13 Leavers’ Day

The entertainment continued with the Head Team
who did a great job giving out the annual Awards
voted for by the students themselves. Drum rolls
were heard as students picked up Awards such as,
The Award for the for the Student Most Likely to be
Prime Minister in the future and others much less
flattering!
The mutual affection and fun in the room at this
time is always fabulous and reflects perfectly the
Sixth Form community I and the team are so proud
to lead. We hope the friendships developed in the
Sixth Form will last many years into the future
As I mentioned earlier this was the last time I will
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host the event and as a result the Head Team had
put together a little surprise for me which I found
very touching ( ok , I cried ). They had arranged for
Robert Peston the ITV political correspondent; a
man I had let slip I admired, to make a short film. In
the film he was prompted to thank me for my
contribution and wished me luck for the next stage
of my career. Ms Rhodes introduced the film and
Mrs Collett the new Head of Sixth Form came in to
share this with us. I am so lucky to remain in the
school as an English teacher, to also be given the
opportunity to introduce a new A Level in Sociology
and be a Year 12 Tutor. I am still involved in the
community I love.
The highlight of the day is after lunch when Banny
(Site Controller) breaks out the BBQ and as usual, he
did a great job with burgers and bacon on offer to all
who wanted them. The inflatables this year were the
giant assault course and a human demolition arena.
The students enjoyed these very much and no one
was hurt. All of the students left the site smiling and
ready to face the weeks of examinations, which faced
them. Myself, Mr Yeatman, Mrs Pearson, Mrs
Spooner and the whole Sixth Form team were there
until the end to wish them all the very best.
Mrs Pauline Rankine, Head of Sixth Form
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sixth Form news
Year 13 Leavers’ Day
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Sixth Form news

Being Head Girl has wholeheartedly been one of
the most rewarding experiences of my life thus
far, and I wouldn't have changed a moment of it.
Not only have I been able to develop and test my
confidence and leadership, I have also been
enlightened to the unity and compassion that the
school provides to students and staff, and I am
extremely proud to have contributed to that.
Being Head Girl has given me a level of
responsibility I wouldn't have had in other
aspects of my school life, allowing me to feel
respected, appreciated and valued; for that I am
extremely grateful. I would like to thank
everybody who I have worked with in my time
here, I can only hope to reflect the passion and
diligence that I have been surrounded by,
wherever
my
future
will
take
me.

Being Deputy Head Girl for the previous year has been
an incredible experience. It was the initial warm,
friendly atmosphere at St. Crispin’s that encouraged
me to apply this role after moving here in Year 12.
As Deputy Head Girl, I have helped alongside the rest
of the team to assist the student council. Working with
the student council this past year has been really
rewarding; building ideas with the younger years has
been inspiring and I was given the amazing opportunity
to work alongside other schools in the Wokingham
Borough in a federation council to help the welfare of
students. Setting up this council meant a lot to me and
I am very excited for our new head team to work with
the federation council next year.
Helping out in the open evenings by giving speeches
and tours to both students and parents allowed my
public speaking confidence to grow. I am so proud of
what we have achieved as a head team and I sincerely
hope that the future head team enjoy their year
together.

Rosie O'Riley 13KM
Head Girl 2016/17

Caitlin Thornley 13KM
Deputy Head Girl 2016/17

Farewell

Visit to The Bank of England
Year 12 Economics
students visited The
Bank of England to
gain an insight into
UK monetary policy
and
financial
institutions.
Students
got
to
experiment with the
inflation/deflation
hot air balloon and
enjoyed trying to lift
a gold bullion (400
oz)!
After looking around
the museum - learning about the history of
banking and the goldsmiths, they experienced a
lecture about the objectives of the Monetary
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Policy Committee. We found out how bank notes
are made to be secure and how the new polymer
notes are circulated. It was fascinating to learn
that millions of pounds of used bank notes end up
as compost that you could be using in your
garden!
Mrs Kelly Mitchell, Head of Business and Economics

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sixth Form news
Applying to University & apprenticeships
On 4th July, Year 12
students were given the
opportunity to listen to
presentations on applying
to university and also
apprenticeships.
Amy
Shute, Head Girl, writes
about the day.

For the first part of the
afternoon,
a
guest
speaker called Melissa
spoke to us about a
company called Aims
Apprenticeships which
she was a part of. She
showed us through the
website and all the
resources that were
available for us to use to ensure we find the correct
apprenticeship for us! The second party of the
afternoon, an ex - student called Catherine Hearne
came and spoke to us about her apprenticeship at
British Airways which she has just completed.
Catherine explained her apprenticeship and
answered any questions we had. Melissa and
Catherine then talked us through and helped us
start a personal statement which was very helpful.
Having Catherine come in and talk to us was so
useful. I enjoyed listening to her experience and
hearing it from someone first hand. She was so
cooperative and answered everything we wanted to
know!
The day really made me aware of all the resources
available to me and I will be exploring these in more
depth. My further plans are to pursue an
apprenticeship in business studies and use Aims
Apprenticeships and other resources to help me
with my search!
Amy Shute 12KW, Head Girl
We first received a talk from Sam Puddy, a student
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about to graduate from
Reading University. I
found it interesting to
hear what it's like to be a
university student and all
the opportunities that
come with it, such as
doing a year working in
industry, and meeting
new people through
different societies and
clubs.
We were then given a
tutorial in the use of
Unifrog by Rebecca
Eckardt which was
very helpful as it
allowed us to see all
the tools at our
disposal that could help with our decision making
process.
I found the day to be very useful as it gave me a
better insight into the different aspects of university
life and what I need to do to get there.
In the future, my plan is to study veterinary medicine
at university and later become a wildlife vet.
The second part of the day aided us in writing our
personal statements. Reena Kaur, from Reading
University, carried out this session and dished out all
the useful tips, including a list of do’s and don'ts to
think about when preparing our statement.
For me this was the most useful session of the day as
I was able to see examples, reflect on them and later
have a go knowing what to include and not include
(e.g. clichés, quotes) in my own personal statement.
Just like Thomas Edison failed over 1000 times before
succeeding it seems I may need to do the same with
my personal statement.
I hope to one day study medicine or biomedical
science at university.
Kalinka Mee and Gabriella Silvestre-Lloyd 12ABS
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Sixth Form news
Sixth Form Induction Days

On Thursday 6th and Friday 7th July, we were
treated to two days of sixth form induction that
were packed with useful information and activities
to prepare us for sixth form life.
On the first day, we covered the new and improved
sixth form dress code with our very own St.
Crispin’s Fashion Show, which was worked on by
four of my fellow peers and myself alongside the
help of Mrs Collett. We were then shown what to
expect from our A-levels and the type of support
and guidance available to us. Over the two days we
also got to take part in taster lessons of our chosen
A-level subjects, which proved to be remarkably
useful in setting us up for September and showing
us course overview. On the Friday, we spent time
with our new forms, kindly put together by the
heads of sixth form. We spent our time getting to
know new people in our forms and working

together in team building activities that strongly
improved the communication between people that
perhaps we wouldn’t have spoken to as often
before.
One of the most exciting parts of the day I found
was our tour of our brand new sixth form centre
that will be open for our use in September. It was a
highly anticipated wait for everyone to see what was
happening inside the block and we were not
disappointed! The whole layout of the new block
and the classrooms promote the communal feel of
St. Crispin’s that is brought out in the sixth form.
I’m thoroughly looking forward to starting at the
sixth form in September and developing new skills
through working on my A-levels and I’m excited to
see where the next two years at St Crispin’s will take
me!
Megan Adams 12TBE

Sixth Form uniform
Coinciding with our move into the Sixth Form Centre this September, we are pleased
to announce the launch of a new Sixth Form Dress Code. We consulted with students
and reviewed which style allowed them to best present themselves and promote the
most positive learning atmosphere.
Together we devised the concept of Business Dress to suitably match the adult,
independent learning environment the Sixth Form offers. Looking to the business
world for a model, we are also offering Sixth Form students weekly Dress Down Fridays
on which they can wear casual clothes while remaining appropriate to the business
environment. We look forward to working with our newly attired students and as
always supporting them in achieving their ambitions. (see following pages for full
details) Mrs Carly Collett, Head of Sixth Form Designate
@Crispins6thForm
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Ex students success stories
Where are they now?
Ryan Phelps

Luke Stacey

Five years after leaving
St. Crispin's, I now
have a Masters in
Science
in
Mathematics
and
Physics with First-class
honours!
I've got up to quite a
bit since A-Levels. I did
a placement year in
Finance at Johnson
and
Johnson
in
Maidenhead and did two internships with BAE
Systems Applied Intelligence in London, where I
developed a big interest in cyber security.
I've since accepted a job offer on a cyber security
graduate scheme with PwC to start in September.
Before that I'm enjoying my last summer of
freedom with a couple of holidays, and a trip to
Peru to volunteer in a children's orphanage.
Thank you to Mrs Rankine and all the staff at St.
Crispin's for everything they did for me.

Luke attended St. Crispin’s for
his secondary education and
continued studying here in
the Sixth Form.
After he left he went onto do
a MASTERS Degree in Physics
at Nottingham University
which he passed with a 2.1.
Luke now begins his PGCE
teacher
training
at
Nottingham in order to teach Physics at secondary
level.

Emily George
Emily left St. Crispin’s
in 2014 and has
recently
graduated
from The University of
Greenwich with a First
in Film. Her university
project was a film
entitled ’The Whale
Bowl’ It has been
screened in Portugal and at the World Whale
Conference in Durban. The film was nominated
for “Best Sound”, “Best Post Production” and won
“Best Documentary” at the University CPDA
Sponsored film awards! The link to ‘The Whale
Bowl’ can be found here www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHTilyDYSB8
@Crispins6thForm

Celia Tinsley
Celia Tinsley left St. Crispin’s
in 2013 and has just been
awarded a First Class
Honours
from
Imperial
College! She has been
studying Biochemistry, one
she is genuinely interested
in. She is now taking a well
earned
break
while
considering a PHD. She sends thanks to the Science
and Maths departments for giving her such a good
grounding in these subjects.

Lucy Stacey
Lucy, sister of Luke, also
attended St. Crispin’s for her
secondary education and
continued studying here in
the Sixth Form. Following on
from St. Crispin’s she did a
joint honours degree in
History and Ancient History at
Nottingham University which she passed with First
Class Honours. Lucy is now continuing with a PGCE
Teacher training with an aim to teach History.
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Sixth Form news

Dates for the dairy
Wednesday 6th September - Start of Autumn Term

Thursday 7th September - Year 7 photographs
Friday 8th September - Year 10 photographs
Tuesday 19th September - PTA AGM Meeting
Thursday 21st September - Year 7 Tutors Evening

Monday 23td October - Friday 27th October - Half
Term
Thursday 2nd November - Sixth Form Open Evening
Wednesday 15th November - German Exchange
Parents’ Meeting
Friday 17th November - PTA Race Night

Thursday 21st September - Year 12 Year 12 Parents’
Evening

Monday 20th November - Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Monday 25th September - Open Evening

Friday 24th November - Student Council Training
Day

Thursday 28th September - Official Opening of the
New Sixth Form Centre

Friday 29th September - Year 7 Focus Day
Wednesday 11th October - Year 11 Careers Fair
Thursday 12th October - Trips Day
Thursday 19th October - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Friday 20th October - Inset Day

@Crispins6thForm
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Tuesday 28th November - Year 7 Learning
Disabilities Day
Wednesday 29th November - Wednesday 20th
December - Year 11 Pre Public Exams
Monday 11th December - Monday 18th December German Exchange
Tuesday 19th December - Last Day of Term
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Work Related Learning
Aileen Sinclair - Careers Advisor

My name is Aileen Sinclair
I am St. Crispin’s School Careers
Adviser and I come into your school
every week
Please come and see me for
information, advice and guidance on:







Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor, Head of Year or Miss
Roberts-Garth for an appointment. I
am in the careers room in the black
corridor, opposite the Art &
Photography rooms.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781

@crispinsschool
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Work Related Learning
A group of Year 10
students recently met
with an apprenticeships
expert who told them
about the different levels
of
apprenticeships.
Apprenticeships are now
a great alternative to
going to university for
those who don’t want to
get into debt and want
to earn a wage instead.
The tables below show
the different levels of
apprenticeships
and
some recent vacancies
for apprenticeships in
our area so that you can
get an idea of what they
pay!

Apprenticeships advice

Job opportunity

Closing date

Weekly
salary

Annual salary

Civil Service Fast Track Apprenticeship:
Commercial

5th July

£423

£22,000

IT Support Engineers

15th June

£162.00

£7,600

Chartered Valuation Surveyor

15th July

£420

£21,840

Quantity Surveyor

24th July

£270

£14,040

Tax Adviser, Mazars

22nd July

£259.50

£13,494

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
Yearly Sports Round Up
U13 Girls Football team with their medals

2016-2017 has been an amazing year in girls’ PE for
many reasons including sporting successes, new
members of staff, winning County trophies and
students’ being selected in numerous sports to
perform at both club and county level.
We have been proud to watch the girls’ teams
develop across all sports including, Netball,
Football, Basketball, Badminton, Athletics and
Rounders. We have had many successes in each of
these sports that have proven that we are no longer
just a force to be reckoned with in Netball and
Rounders but now all of these others sports as well.
Our Year 10 Netball team continues to dominate
the Wokingham Schools League with their 4th
successive year as league winners and all but one of
our Rounders teams made it into the finals of their
Tournaments.
Our U13 football team managed to not only win
every match this season but they went on to
become County league winners, beating The Holt in
the final and County Cup Champions, beating
Maiden Erlegh in the final. Ending the season
becoming the champions in the FA’s newest game,
Glow in the Dark Football where we beat teams
from Slough, Eton, Arsenal and High Wycombe.
@crispinsschool
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The U16 basketball team went from strength to
strength through season turning some narrow losses
at the start into convincing wins at the end of the
season. We are looking forward to expanding into
U19 and U14 leagues next season.
Our U14 Athletics team put in a sterling performance
over 3 weeks to make it into the ‘A’ league final of
the Reading and Wokingham Athletics League; this
was a first in the history of St. Crispin’s Girls’
participating in this event.
We would like to congratulate all of our students that
have been selected to represent their club and
county in their sport, we have been documenting
these achievements through the weekly sports
bulletin and would love to continue to be informed
of these successes.
We are looking forward to an equally successful 2017
-2018 season that includes the England Netball Sport
Tour to Disneyland Paris during the Easter holidays.
Thank you for a fantastic sporting season we have all
really enjoyed teaching you and taking you along to
these events; especially when we come out of them
victorious.
Mrs Pedder, Miss Rouse, Mrs Walters, Miss
Devereux and Miss McSherry
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Double Football Champions

U13 girls football team (above) won not only the County Cup
but also the County League, in the same week! A huge well
done! Some of the girls also play for Wokingham &
Emmbrook Youth FC who won the Windsor Youth
Tournament and came runners up in their division!

Further congratulations to our Boys’ Year 8
Football Team (left) who narrowly missed
out on triumph and lost to Waingels in the
County Cup Final. Well done!

@crispinsschool
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Sports news
Rounders Fever

Below: Year 8 & 9 Rounders teams also started their
season by both beating Luckley School

Judo success
Congratulations to
our Year 9 student
(right) for winning
gold
during
a
weekend in April in
the Northern Ireland
Judo
BJA
Ippon
League after going up
a weight group.
He also won bronze
during the Kent
International in June
in the highest grade
section of a very
tough contest.
He was one of three
boys from the UK
who fought against a
very strong Dutch
team. He was the only UK boy to win a medal in
this higher grade weight category.

@crispinsschool
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Above Year 11 Rounders team winning first two
matches of the season against Holt & Maiden Erlegh
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Berkshire Summer Games

On the 6th July some of our school basketball players took part in
the Berkshire Schools Summer games at Bisham Abbey.
We entered teams in both the Unified Basketball and the
Inclusive Zone Basketball competitions. Unified basketball is were
players from local secondary schools team up with players from
special needs schools in the area. St. Crispin's took a mix of 10
boys and girls from Years 7 -10 and we teamed up with players
from Kennel Lane School in Bracknell. We won all our games in
the Unified Competition and won a gold medal.
An Inclusive Zone Basketball team is made up of two running and
two wheelchair players. Our team have already played in two
competitions this year and finished first and second. Despite
playing really well we didn't quite manage to win this time and
came home with a silver medal.
Its been really fun to play my favourite sport with players of
different abilities and I think it’s great that they have developed a
style of the game where wheelchair and running players can
compete together.
We all hope we can enter more competitions next year and
continue to be successful. Charlotte Devereux 7NF

Basketball news
Basketball at St. Crispins’ has once again gone from
strength to strength this year under coach Richard
Devereux, from the Wokingham Panthers
Basketball Club.
A core squad of 40 boys have trained regularly all
year and have shown great improvement. Teams
were entered in the both the U16 and U14 Boys’
school competitions.
The U16s made it to the semi-finals but lost on the
day by a strong Charters team.
The U14s made it to the final; losing out by just a
single point to a very good Sandhurst team after a
hard fought match.
Despite a few keen players, the girls have been a
little low on numbers over the past couple of years
but an influx of Year 7 – boys and girls - this year
has strengthened the squad.
The girls were only entered in the U16 competition
this year so some of the Year 7s found themselves
regularly playing against experienced yr 10 and 11
players. They all worked really hard, holding their
own in most of the games and finishing with 3 wins
@crispinsschool
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and 3 losses.
Next year we will be entering U14, U16 and U19
boys’ and U19 and U14 girls’ teams.
We know that there are a few existing players joining
us in Year 7 next year but anyone new interested in
giving Basketball a try – especially girls - would be
welcome and should let any of the PE staff know.
Richard Devereux, Basketball Coach

www.crispins.co.uk

stcrispinssport

Sports news
Glow in the Dark Football
On Wednesday 28th June the Year 8 Girls
Football team took part in a Glow in the Dark
football tournament in Slough and were placed
overall winners.
Glow in the Dark Football is an FA initiative to
make football more appealing to girls. Each
football club (Reading for St. Crispin’s) have also
been offering free coaching to schools.
The Glow in the dark competition was for the
girls to show the skills they have learnt from the
coaching. St Crispin’s were representing Reading
FC, and other teams from Eton, Slough,
and Arsenal also took part.
Well done to all the girls!
Mrs Sam Pedder, Head of Girls PE

Sports Tour 2018

Karate success
Huge congratulations to our Year 9 student
(below) who has recently won two silver
medals and best overall competitor at the
SSKA (Southern Shotokan Karate Association)
Regional Kata Competition on 1st July in
Wokingham.
Her twin sister also won a bronze and a silver.

The Physical Education department are pleased to be able
to offer a Sports Tour for football and netball to students
who will be in Years 8 – 10 next school year (2017-2018).
The Sports Tour will be held at Disneyland, Paris and is
from April 4th – April 8th 2018.
The Sports Tour will focus on football and netball. It will
provide an excellent opportunity for students to
participate in an internationally recognised tournament
organised by England Netball and ESF (International
Youth Football Festival). They will undertake training
camps with the England netball players and qualified
football coaches.
This trip is open to all girls and boys, there is no
requirement to have previously represented school
teams.
@crispinsschool
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Batting for glory
A Year 8 student (right)
has recently played
County Cricket for
Berkshire U13 Girls
against Warwickshire
U13 Girls at the
Edgbaston Foundation
ground in Birmingham.
She scored 16 runs and
bowled 2 overs, with
Berkshire scoring 196
in 35 overs.
It was a very exciting
match with Berkshire
winning by 2 runs.
Congratulations!

Buzzing with pride
Bracknell Ice Bees U16 girls ice hockey team
(Captained by Year 11 student, Sarah Woolfe!)
have won the 2016/2017 Southern League
Champion title and defended their UK National
Champion title during Women's Trophy Weekend
on 4th June in Sheffield. To top off their league
and national success, they've also won the
annual British Girls/Women's Ice Hockey
Tournament in Swindon last weekend and Sarah
also received the Most Valuable Player title at
that tournament for her contribution to this
success.

District Sports Athletics Championships
The District Sports Athletics Championships took place
on Monday 22nd May at Palmer Park Reading.
Students from Years 7—10 took part in the day with
our Year 8 Relay Team being placed first and a Year 10
students being placed first in the High Jump.
Congratulations to everyone that took part. (see
below)
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A Year of Sport in pictures
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PTA news
Fundraising for the Changing Rooms
This academic year, with
your help, the PTA have
raised
over
£5,500
towards
the
refurbishment of the
school changing rooms.
The total cost of the
refurbishment is around
£30,000 and as a direct
result of your support
during this and previous
years the PTA will
contribute £10,000.
Fundraising activities and events this year have
included a Comedy Night and Quiz Night; the 500
club; second-hand uniform sales; refreshment
stands at school-run events and the sale of reduced
price Reading FC tickets.
The PTA also co-ordinate the Voluntary Donation
Scheme, as we are a charitable body and can
therefore reclaim tax on donations from UK
taxpayers via Gift Aid. If you feel able to donate,
then please go to the Tucasi site. Further details
about the scheme and how to donate are on the
school website.
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
who has helped organise these events and activities
and to those who have supported them so
generously.

Race Night Update
Unfortunately, the Race Night planned for the
summer
term
was
postponed because we
needed more people to
attend to make the
evening a success. It has
been
rearranged
for
th
November 17 – please
put the date in your diary!
Alongside the races will be
an auction with some
fantastic lots donated by
local businesses.

500 Club
The 500 Club is the St. Crispin’s School PTA
lottery. It costs just £2 a month and each month
two numbers are drawn with two cash prizes on
offer – varying between £10 and £500!
It is easy to join and easy to pay by standing
order. See the PTA section of the website for
details.

Second Hand Uniform
Sales of second hand uniform this year generated
over £700. Our stocks are running low, so if you are
having a clear out we would be really grateful for
any donations of good quality uniform!

PTA news

Dates for the diary

Celebration Assemblies

Term Dates 2017-2018
Autumn Term

Wednesday 19th July

Wednesday 6th September —Tuesday 19th December

Year 10—Reg & P1 - Main Hall

Half Term

Thursday 20th July

Monday 23rd October—Friday 27th October

Year 7—P4—Main Hall

Spring Term

Year 8—P5—Main Hall

Wednesday 3rd January —Thursday 29th March

Year 9—P1—Main Hall

Half Term
Monday 12th February —Friday 16th February

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans /Summer 2017

Inset days: Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September,
Friday 20th October

