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are schools judged regarding the percentage of
students who achieved 5 GCSEs at C or above
including Maths and English but rather on the rates
of progress they make. The measurement of
progress is a rather better thing than the perverse
measurement of C or better since this way parents
can see how well the school is performing taking
into account every young person of all abilities as it
compares their rate of progress from entering the
school to leaving St Crispin’s.

PISA
School Performance
I am delighted to start this term’s newsletter with
some very positive news. Although summer 2016
was some considerable time ago, the new school
performance measures mean that I am only now in
a position to share our examination performance
against the national picture. I am very pleased to
share that the school’s performance continues to
be very strong and we are most encouraged to be
judged as above the national average. No longer

Another lovely indication for our performance is our
ranking in PISA. In this measure St Crispin’s School
out-performs the world! Now it is not often that we
would say this, however following the Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) tests in 2015
our students in Science tests scored more highly than
any other country in the world (except Singapore!)
In November last year, 28 Year 11 St Crispin’s
students were randomly selected by the organisers of
the PISA tests, the Organisation for Economic CoOperation and Development.

The last day of term is Friday 31st March. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing
at 12.50pm
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Headteacher’s letter continued..
Our students sat science, maths and reading tests,
as well as undertaking a survey during a two-hour
test. The results from our students were then
compared to half a million similarly aged students
from over 70 countries, including students from
550 schools in the UK.
As the results have come from randomly selected
students across many countries instead of all
students completing the test, PISA provided results
within a margin of error. Mathematicians call these
confidence intervals. Taking into account the
school scores and the margin of error, our 28
Stakhanov’s performed remarkably well in
comparison to other countries:

Science – 542 PISA average score –
statistically above 69 countries, equal to one
country and below one other country

Maths – 521 PISA average score – statistically
above 51 countries, equal to 16 countries and
below 3 countries

Reading – 522 PISA average score –
statistically above 62 countries, equal to 8
countries and below one country
The questionnaire from PISA then asked our
students about their learning, future careers and
interests. Most information gathered focused on
Science. Therefore, if St Crispin’s were a country
we would be on top of the world. Forget Brexit, let
us go for Crisxit.

ASD unit “The Oaks” at St Crispin’s
and New Sixth Form Centre Update
The building programme for the Sixth Form is
largely as expected, the roof is in place and walls
will be up by our return after Easter. We anticipate
completion of both this and the refurbishment for
The Oaks by the end of the summer.
With the move to the new block we have had the
opportunity to refresh our routines and experience
for Sixth Form students. This will involve from
September 2017 a change to post 16 student’s
uniform. All uniform courts deep interest from
parents and students alike.
A final decision
regarding the details of our Sixth Form Uniform is

yet to be confirmed and is still subject to more
discussion. That said I would like to take the
opportunity to share with parents and carers our
thinking thus far so that you too have the
opportunity to influence our thinking.
Currently Sixth Form students wear black and white
with some limitations regarding type of
clothing. From September, we are hoping to move to
a dress code of “smart casual/business dress.” In
other words clothing that would be suitable for an
office environment. Certainly, in recent years, there
has
been
a
change
in
what
this
constitutes. Naturally, we have also taken the views
of current and new Sixth Formers into
account.
Therefore, we are considering these
guidelines:
Boys – collared shirt. (This could be a smart polo
shirt but a T-shirt is not acceptable.)
Girls – either a shirt/ blouse with a collar or sleeves
(or both).
Trousers or skirts (but not leggings or jeans). That
said, like many businesses, we are considering a
“dress down Friday” when students on the last day of
the week could wear jeans.
No apparel may have pictures/images that may cause
offence.
Hair colour/jewellery/nail polish are acceptable but
must be appropriate to an office environment. (For
this reason, facial piercings are not acceptable.)
Hoodies are considered to be informal attire and not
suitable for the workplace.
Shoes: appropriate for the work place.
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Headteacher’s letter continued..
For Year 13 students should they wish, it would be
perfectly acceptable to continue to wear the
current uniform albeit not a requirement for boys
to wear ties. To support and guide students and
families, the Sixth Form team will give advice about
a “capsule” wardrobe, guidance about cost
conscious options and sources of clothes and
intend to have a fashion show across the induction
days. From September 2017, all sixth form students
for safeguarding purposes will wear a lanyard with
photo ID. These will be “smart cards” that will
allow students to purchase food from the
Restaurant, use the library and most importantly
electronically sign in and out of the school site. If
you would like to influence our thinking we would
be pleased to hear from you; please do get in
contact via sixth@formdresscode.uk

Character education now a pathway
to accreditation
I am sure that members of our school community
would agree that outstanding education is more
than academic qualifications (albeit their
importance being central to our ambition for young
people.) I often share with new and prospective
parents the vast array of special events,
competitions and unending variety of trips and
visits we offer all students. There can be few
schools that offer this amount and rich variety of
experience beyond the formal classroom; all of
which build and contribute to the well-oiled phrase
“whole child education.”
Up until this point, there has been no formal way
to capture a young person’s education in this area.
I am delighted to share that this year we begin a
pilot with Year 7 for:

The PiXL Edge programme creates a framework for
schools to develop and accredit students’ personal
attributes, essential for employability and life.

Multi Academy Trust consultation
Parents and carers will recall that I wrote earlier this
month to share that the Governing Body has
unanimously resolved for St Crispin’s School
alongside Nine Mile Ride Primary School to be the
founder schools of a Multi Academy Trust. Both
Governing Bodies are committed to undertaking full
consultation with our stakeholders and will take their
views into account before any final decision is taken.
We were delighted to host an open meeting for all
parents and carers during this period and we had a
very challenging and positive evening outlining the
proposal and followed by answering a myriad of
questions. The formal consultation will conclude on
31st March 2017. I warmly encourage parents and
carers to contribute comments via our bespoke
consultation email marchconsultation@crispins.co.uk

Ofsted Inspection

In the latter part of this term Her Majesty’s Inspectors
visited St Crispin’s and it was a very good experience
for the school. Rather perversely the OFSTED system
is such that I am not at liberty to give greater
information at this point until the letter that you will
all receive has been through a quality assurance
process.
As soon as the letter arrives I will be delighted to
send it to all families.

The last day of term is Friday 31st March. Students will finish from 12pm with the school buses departing
at 12.50pm
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To conclude
During the summer
term,
we
are
piloting the use of a
“reading dog” for
young people in
learning support.
The
department
originally asked for a Donkey! You will find more
details about this initiative below!
Finally, all that remains is to wish all our students
and families a very happy and peaceful Easter. Our
last day is Friday 31st March with students finishing
from 12pm.
All students return to school at
8.30am on Tuesday 18th April 2017.
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Reading Puppy at The Oaks
Welcome Harley, the
School Dog
In the summer term we will
be welcoming our school
dog, Harley, to the Learning
Support Department. There
has been a lot of evidence
collated about the positive
ways in which dogs can be
used to support young
people in life and in schools
and we are looking forward to deploying Harley in a
number of ways based on these findings.
Harley is a 6 month old cockapoo who enjoys
sleeping and taking long muddy walks with his
family. He has a very docile temperament and likes
to be around people. Harley came to his interview
in a bow tie and made a great first impression.
Harley will be trained and assessed to provide
support to young people in a number of ways,
which include:

Reading dog:
Harley is very calm
and happy to have a
young person read
to him. Dogs are
non-judgemental
and give acceptance
to young people
who are struggling
readers. Harley will
provide confidence
to these young
people as they read
to him and the
process of reading
will improve the
young
person’s
fluency, word recognition, reading levels and desire
to read and write.
Classroom canine:
In his role as a classroom canine Harley will just ‘chill
out’ in the classroom whilst the young people have
their lessons. Research has shown that having a dog
in the classroom can have a number of positive
benefits: calming children down, improving academic
achievement, motivating children who have difficulty
with attention and teaching responsibility and
respect.
Emotional support dog:
Dogs can have a very calming effect on people.
Harley will be an emotional support to young people
who want to get something off their mind without
being judged for what they are saying and for helping
young people to feel calm after a stressful situation.
We recognise that some of our young people may
prefer not to have interaction with the school dog for
a number of reasons. Please make Miss Brumby
aware if this is the case for your child. A Risk
Assessment and Guidelines for
interaction with the school dog
have been produced and are
available on request.
Ms Rebekah Brumby (SENCO)
brumbyr@crispins.co.uk

School news
Bright Future in progress
The building of the new Sixth Form Centre is
progressing well and over the last few weeks the
walls have been put in place. The windows are
next to be installed, meaning the construction
plans are on track.
After the Easter break we will see the arrival of
internal fittings, samples of furniture, flooring
and wall coverings.
The cost of this build is such that it will be built
over two phases and will be situated alongside,
and will look much like, our new Science block.
Exciting times!

Sixth Form applications
Applications have now closed for 2017-18 Sixth
Form entry. We have been overwhelmed and
very pleased by the interest and applications
received both from St Crispin’s students and
external applicants. We are very excited about
our future building and cannot wait to welcome
the new Year 12 in September.
Ms Sue Pearson (Deputy Headteacher)

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

School news
Science Biodiversity Area
Spring is here as our
little tiny sycamore
seed sends out its
first shoot.
At least until the
lawn mower gets it!
Our
Polli:nation
project (a heritage
lottery biodiversity
project)
is
well
underway, with a
few kilograms of wild flower seeds sewn last
autumn, so we hope to see them burst through the
grass soon and start to turn a boring patch of grass
in to a beautiful meadow. Of course, being
scientists, we couldn't just sow some seeds and
watch them grow, we have four different sowing
regimes with and without the presence of a
parasitic species called yellow rattle that will slow
the growth of the grass and let the wild flowers
successfully compete.
We also recently received another batch of 400
trees courtesy of the Woodland trust and the
planting has been in full swing. Our aim is to create
a hedgerow outside science which when
established, will provide food for wildlife and
further increase the biodiversity. This time we
planted Blackthorn, Crab Apple, Hazel, Wild
Cherry, Dog Rose and Elder which will supplement
the trees we
planted
last
spring in the
biodiversity
area.
The next stage
of our project
will
involve
creating more
insect habitats
through
the
construction of
log piles and
bug hotels.
Dr Daniel Rose
(Head
of
Science)

The Big Dig!

A team of Year 12 and some
volunteer staff battled through the
inconvenient interruptions from
OFSTED and fire drills to eventually
plant the vast majority of our trees.
The trees in time will form a
beautiful
hedgerow
alongside
science and provide food for local
birds.

School news
Great British Bake Off for Red Nose Day
After weeks of preparation and hard work, the
Great St. Crispin’s Bake Off arrived on Friday 24th
March for Red Nose Day.
Students and staff had been busy baking to produce
cakes to raise money for Comic Relief.
Staff put on their judging hats to sample the cakes
that had been entered under three categories.

Third place

Showstopper
In this category the judges were looking for the
ultimate Comic Relief show stopping layer cake.
Students were asked to decorate their cakes with all
things ‘Red Nose’. The judges cast their votes on
creativity of design, visible layers, evidence of
theme and of course taste! Well done to our
winners below.

First place

Signature
In this category the judges were looking for creative
flair in this ‘biscuit stack’ challenge. Judges voted on
strength of stack, height of stack and biscuit taste and
texture.

First place: Mo

Technical
Second place

Finally there was the Technical Challenge. The judges
were looking for a perfectly technical bake of twelve
Millionaire’s
Shortbread slices. The
winning bake needed
to have a light biscuit
base, smooth caramel
layer and creatively
decorated
chocolate
topping.
Judges voted on them
having twelve identical
slices and classic in
taste and texture.

School news
Great British Bake Off for Red Nose Day
First place

Second place

Third place

Star bakers

Staff photo quiz

Miss
Rouse
also awarded
‘Star
Baker’
awards
to
other
contestants
for their star
bakes (right).

The
total
raised for Comic Relief from the Bake Off was nearly
In addition to the £400 plus £925 was raised from Mufti Day making a
Bake Off, Miss grand total of £1325!. A huge well done to all students
Rouse had been and to Miss Rouse.
busily
taking
photographs of staff
wearing red noses
to compile a staff
photo
quiz
for
students. Above the
library there were
101
photos
of
members of staff
and students were
encouraged
to
guess every name
and role in return
for a small donation. Students that guessed the
most names would be entered into a prize draw.

School news
Google Expeditions Pioneer Program

In February, Year 7 took part in an exciting French
lesson when we used virtual reality headsets and
went on a Google Expedition to places in France.
The whole class sat with the headsets on and our
teacher took us on a guided tour. She had a tablet
that showed her what we could see and as she
pointed to places an arrow appeared in front of
our eyes and we all turned our heads to see what
it was pointing at. We could look 360° and
everything was in 3D.
One of the places we ‘visited’ was the Palace of
Versailles. We ‘went’ inside the palace into the
Hall of Mirrors. In here we saw all the paintings
and chandeliers on the ceiling as well as lots of
gold.
Another place was the base of the Eiffel Tower.
Going here meant we could look up and see how
tall it was. This also allows us to see all the
surrounding buildings. After this we went to Notre
Dame Cathedral. We saw the gargoyles on the
outside of the building and learnt that they were
used as a way for water to drain off the roof of the
cathedral (we didn’t see the Hunchback though!!)
We stood on Pont Neuf which is the oldest

World Book Day
On 2nd March, the Library organised a book
sale to raise money for the charity Readathon,
which supplies books for children to read in
hospital.
Thank you to all who bought books which
resulted in raising over £50 for the charity.
Special mention to Tom Butterfield who
contributed £20 for his books. Well done!

standing bridge across the River Seine. It has 381
stone masks on it called Mascarons.
I really enjoyed the lesson. Having the headset on
made some people feel dizzy but I real liked it. I
hope we are able to use these for other subjects
like History or Geography.
Charlotte Devereux (7NF)

School news
STEM activities
3M Bracknell

A group of students from St Crispin’s visited 3M
Centre in Cain Road, Bracknell, on 24 February for
a trip organised by the Royal Academy of
Engineers.
Designed to show how the STEM subjects of
science, technology, engineering and maths are
applied in the real world, the half-day visit
provided the students with a hands-on
engineering challenge to create a tower out of
spaghetti and marshmallows. They were also given
a tour of the 3M Customer Innovation Centre and
took part in a Careers Speed Networking session
with employees from a broad range of disciplines.
Mrs Beglin said “We want to show young people
the opportunities that lie in science and
technology.
Students
sometimes
confuse
engineers with mechanics and think they

must work in
grimy
environments –
or they think all
scientists wear
white coats and
work alone in
laboratories.
When they come
to 3M and see
these wonderful
surroundings
and meet people
with
STEM
qualifications,
they get to learn
about the jobs
that they didn’t
realise are done by scientists and engineers.
Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of Technology)

Year 13 Engineers visit the National
Grid
The National Grid hosted an ‘Introduction to
Electricity Generation’ workshop for our Year 13
BTEC Engineers. This workshop was run by
engineers and scientists from the National Grid who
in their ‘day job’ ensure we get electricity to our
homes at the right frequency, 24/7. The workshop
also included a visit to the control room at National
Grid where students found out the impact on the
grid system of putting on the kettle at the end of
The X Factor! Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of
Technology)

School news
Lego Mindstorm

Lego Mindstorm is an amazing
piece of kit that allowed our
students to use maths and
physics in a non-threatening
environment. The theme for the
activity and the activities
themselves provided hours of fun learning.
Students soon became so absorbed in completing
the tasks they did not realise how much maths they
were using.
Concepts like the circumference of a circle have real
meaning and are understood by students who
would not always find maths accessible. The
opportunity to do practical activities appealed to
everybody and the quality of the resources ensured
that the students were totally engaged.
The challenges themselves allowed for progress and
students found that they could do some of the tasks
with relative ease. This gave them the confidence to
take on more advanced challenges and then to try
and link in challenges and start to work against the
clock. They controlled their learning and made
choices without realising that they were building on
experiences gained.
The software was also very user friendly; with little
input all students could make the robot go
backwards and forwards. Extra challenges could be
built up. This also gave the students ownership over
their learning and how much they were going to
push themselves. Because of the nature of the
activities the students gained skills and confidence
to move on to the next challenge.
Teamwork was always evident and the students were
constantly collaborating on how best to complete a

challenge. The need to organise the tasks in the most
efficient way to beat the clock meant they had to
work together. The order of tasks and when/ how to
modify the robot for a task had to be agreed. By
having a task that they found purposeful, the social
interaction and teamwork had more meaning.
The students also enjoyed developing the
presentation and although two students had overall
ownership of the presentation they ensured
everybody had an input.
Students also got very involved designing and making
the ‘space pod’ and using the BBC Microbit to
programme their space quiz.
Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of Technology)

School news
Student Council Meeting
The half termly Student Council meeting tool place
on Monday 20th March in the Lecture Theatre.
Representatives from all years gather together in
their committees to discuss future plans.

Media Committee update
The Media committee, chaired by Head Boy James,
were in discussion to produce a newsletter for
students, written by students.
James writes “ With a dramatic Brexit vote, shocking
Oscar announcement and unique American Election
behind us, it is impossible to ignore the ongoing
revolution of news coverage within the media. The
whole world has become only a few taps away from
the latest current affairs and so our work within the
Media committee has been focused on providing an
opportunity for fellow students to get involved with
the production and distribution of our own news.
This has been exciting work and we are pleased to
announce that, as of next term, we will produce our
very own student run section of the school's
newsletter. Embodying many of the creative talents
within school, the team will produce articles on
subjects that the student body care about. These
may include opportunities to promote clubs, bands
and other extra-curricular activities created by the
students as well as advocating their successes. This

is an exciting prospect
and we are looking
forward to sharing our
work with you next
term!”
The Charity committee
had also been working
very
hard
with
preparations for Red
Nose Day. The Great St.
Crispin’s Bake Off had
been arranged with
Miss Rouse and the
committee had been
producing posters to
advertise the sale. They were also in the process of
arranging a selfie photo booth for Red Nose Day
where, for a donation, students could dress up and
take a selfie. Costs for each event had still to be
agreed.
The Learning & Teaching Committee were debating
what barriers to learning they felt students may
face and how these could be overcome. These
findings and suggestions will be discussed at the
staff L & T meeting with a student council nominee
present.
Keep up the good work!

Woodley Festival of Music & Art

A huge well done to two of our Year 7 & 8
students, who have been taking part in
the Woodley Festival of Music & Arts over
the last couple of weeks.
One was awarded a highly commended in
the 14 years and under ‘Show Tunes’
category singing Beyond the Sea. One was
placed second in the 11 years and under in
the same category singing Little People
and in the 15 years and under ‘Vocal Duet’ category they came joint
first.
They went on to be awarded the trophy for best vocal duet across all
age groups against fierce competition and have been asked to
perform in the end of festival finale. This is a major achievement as
only 37 entrants have been asked to perform out of over 1000
entries!
Well done to both of you!

School news
Frantic Assembly
On Friday 24th March
our A-Level students
worked with renowned
choreographer
and
movement practitioner
Steve Kirkham, who has
worked with Physical
Theatre
Company
Frantic Assembly for 20
years.
We decided to book this
expert practitioner to
support our students
with the demanding
Devising Component of
their
courses.
The
students must devise a
performance which is
original and have an
influence of a specific
style, we are studying
Physical Theatre.
The workshop lasted for 4 intense hours where
students were introduced to different techniques to
help them build movement which eventually can
lead to creation of character and narrative.
Students learnt lifts, ensemble movement and
creating work in pairs which was rehearsed and
performed.
Working with practitioners from the professional

theatre is such a
valuable
experience for our
students,
they
learn about work
ethic, experience
and ‘The Business’
of theatre making.
Although it was the
end of a busy week
for the Sixth Form
these
students
rose
to
the
challenge
and
worked
exceptionally well,
creating
some
outstanding
moments
of
creativity.
‘I
thought
the
workshop
was
really inspiring! It's encouraged us to get on with
creating anything when we're stuck, and work out
the narrative and context later. This is so important
as it pushes us to constantly be creating, gaining
ideas for different moments. By really looking into
detail, we can make even the simplest movements
effective.’
Lauren Samways (13KM)

Music updates
Looking back to the end of
the Autumn Term, the
Chamber Choir enjoyed a
busy festive season, with
events at the Sue Ryder Hospice at
Wokingham
Hospital
and
a
performance as part of Wokingham’s
‘Living Advent Calendar’ in the
Methodist church on 16th December. Both were
received extremely well with effusive compliments
on the quality of their singing and return visits are
already a prospect for later in the year.

The St Crispin’s Foundation
Orchestra
began
their
outreach work in January,
with the aim of increasing
awareness of the ensemble and
recruiting new talent to join.
Performances at Keep Hatch and All
Saints’ Schools have clearly piqued the
interest of pupils from local primaries, who have
since joined the Foundation Orchestra at their
regular rehearsals on a Thursday after school.

School news
Artwork by Lexi Price (12WP)

Spring Concert
A terrific Spring Concert on Wednesday 22nd March was enjoyed
by all, with a great many highlights from the varied programme.
Among them, the winner of this year’s composition
competition; a setting of Blake’s The Lamb, for unaccompanied
choir, by Niall Casserly (12KW). On hearing his composition
performed, Niall said ‘I found it really inspiring to hear my work
realised in the concert. The process was a great opportunity to
have some extremely valuable feedback, and I look forward to
some individual tuition sessions with composer Neil Cartwright
as part of the prize.’
Patrick Riley (12KW) and Josh Cartwright (11DCO) took the
runner-up spots. The concert concluded with 3 numbers from
Sweeney Todd, leaving the audience in no doubt as to the place
to be, come the whole-school production week from 12th-15th
July.
Mr Nicholas Wolstencroft (Head of Music)

Sweeney Todd rehearsals
Rehearsals for Sweeney Todd are in full swing and
both Mr Wolstencroft and I are so impressed with
the progress of the whole company. The orchestra
is working hard and sounding very impressive for
this stage in the process. The performers are
working through the musical numbers and the
dialogue at speed, we are slightly ahead of schedule
and students have already learnt many lines and
lyrics, which is remarkable at this stage in the

process! We worked hard for the Spring Concert
where we featured 3 musical numbers. We are
shaping the design concept and working with other
companies to deliver the most professional
production we can. We have recently invested in
new sound and lighting equipment which would
rival equipment found in the professional theatre.
Sweeney Todd will run from Wednesday 12th July to
Saturday 15th July 2017. Tickets for the show will
be released after Easter.
Mrs Kate West (Head of Drama)

Year 7 news
Cash4Coins
7NF collected for two charities over the Christmas
period. We filled a large sweet tin with
approximately 5kg worth of coins from all over the
world as well as foreign currency notes which were
taken to the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Our second
charity was Army of Angels who offer Information
and Advice, Care and Support to former members
of the British Armed Forces. We collected a box full
of used stamps as
well as over 30
mobile
phones.
Thank you to
everyone who
participated in
this worthwhile
cause!

Wokingham Library art course

Mr Blyth took a handful of Year
7s to the Wokingham Library, to
see the art work that we had
completed over the summer.
Mr Blyth took us to the library in
a mini-bus. When we got there
we were greeted by Miss
Longhurst, then we went into
the library where we were
shown where to go. We also saw the people who
ran the art course there. We were told to take a
seat, then the Mayor called out our names and we
went up at the front to receive a certificate.
When everyone had their certificates we were
allowed to take a picture with the mayor and have

a look at other people's art
work. We were there
because we took an art
course over the summer
holidays.
We were free to create what
we wanted, although some
days we were told how to
do it.
Laura McBride (7CFL)

Year 7 news
PiXL Edge Launch
This term has seen the launch of
PiXL Edge to all of our Year 7
students; a programme which aims
to create a framework for schools
to develop and accredit students’
personal attributes essential for
employability and life. We have
chosen the PiXL Edge programme
because it is systematic, nurturing,
immersive,
manageable,
valued by business
and scalable on a
national level.
The PiXL Edge
aligns itself with 5
key areas to try
and achieve these
skills (these are
known as LORIC);
Leadership
Organisation
Resilience
Initiative
Communication
There are three
accredited levels
for students to
work their way
through
(Apprentice,
Graduate
and
Masters), and each
level is intended to
complement
activities already
being undertaken
by students. These
can be curricular,
extra-curricular,
individual, group,
whole-school
or

external to the school.
All Year 7 have begun the
Apprentice level and over the next
few months will be recording their
achievements on their online
profile.
Following Mr Blyth’s launch
assembly in January, students have
been preparing a whole array of
activities
from
preparing a healthy
meal for a family of
four on a budget to
contacting primary
schools requesting
to assist with extracurricular activities.
The students are
very excited at the
opportunities they
have
with
the
programme and we
look forward to
updating
you
through
future
newsletters of their
achievements.
In the meantime,
you can follow our
Twitter
account
@EdgeAtCrispins.

Top: 7NB and 7CFL
Middle: 7CBR and 7NF
Bottom: 7JWH

Mr Blyth, Assistant
Headteacher

Year 7 news
PiXL Edge continued
Current Year 7s are the very first year
group ever to use this intellectual,
important and inspiring programme.
PiXL Edge is for students to learn all
about key real life skills, but also how
to properly communicate with their
fellow peers.
On this site we learn all about LORIC
skills, which stands for Leadership,
Organisation, Resilience, Initiative
and Communication where you do
different
activities
on
each
programme.
This has caught the pupils’ attention
and has pulled them in to this
amazing opportunity with them
choosing to do a variety of exciting
activities like planning healthy meals
on a budget for a family, captaining
sports teams for the first time and

CPR Saves Lives
Students in Year 7 have been learning about the
science of CPR and how CPR works in an emergency
using training materials provided by the British
Heart Foundation.
The students were then set the task of producing a
leaflet that could be used by the British Heart
Foundation to promote CPR.
Examples of the work they
produced can be seen here.
The
following students
names were put forward by
teachers as they produced
particularly
exceptional pieces of
work.
7CFL: Kieron Jones,
Ben Rees, Luke Cutler
7CBR: Lucy Brittain,
Ben
Dyson
and
Hannah Robins

managing a science team to build
a rocket car.
This is a great opportunity that is
inspiring us for the future.
Natalie & Tiana (7NB)
In other tutor groups, two Year 7
students (Emily and Harriet 7SBA)
organised and led a whole PE
lesson as part of their PiXL Edge
leadership.
They even provided a lesson plan
a couple of days before the
session for Mrs Walters to look
over!
Keep up the good work!

Year 7 news
During February a group of Year 7 students went
to Highdown School for a book signing event with
author, Michael Grant.
Michael Grant started his speech by introducing
himself and we quickly learnt that he was
American and born and raised in California. It
sounded lovely with very good weather.
He went on to tell us how he had been to almost
twenty different schools and how school didn’t
agree with him. He then went on to tell us how he
ended up in jail as a young man. His wife is the
reason that he got over this difficult period of his
life and that they decided to start writing as a way
to make money. They worked as a waiter and a
waitress and thought that writing would be a
much easier, more fun way of earning a living.
Due to Michael Grant’s criminal record, he
published his first books through his wife’s name
and has only just recently started publishing work
in his own name.
All in all, writing has worked for him and helped
him turn his life around. In his own words, it’s
made him rich and he has a very easy life.

Michael Grant book signing

Mo Abiodun (9MSA), Aditi Kurle (9MSA) Megan
Belsham (9KBN)

A trip to Cheddar Gorge

This term Year 7 visited Cheddar Gorge in Somerset
for a day. We went there to see how tourists
affected Cheddar Gorge.
We were told about some very interesting cave
formations and visited many tourist sights.
After that we looked around the village and took
some surveys on the amount of litter bins and
people.
We also did a bi-polar survey to show how much
green space there was and how much traffic there
was.
The sights we saw were amazing and the tour guide

taught us some very interesting things about how
the rocks were formed. We were also allowed to go
up Jacob’s Ladder, a very popular tourist attraction
made of 274 steps. At the top there was a tower for
tourists to see the whole gorge .
Matilda Searle and Liza Gere (7LBE)

Year 7 news
Self Esteem Focus Day

We did many fun and interesting things during the
Year 7 Focus Day on 26th January. I am going to give
you the highlights of what happened during the self
esteem day.
First we went to E2 for a session with Mrs Fosker
about coping with disappointment. During this
session we shared our disappointments with the
class and shared our reactions to them. In the lesson
we also watched a hysterical video about the way
children reacted to horrible birthday and Christmas
presents! Finally we had to cope with the
disappointment of not watching a video as it kept
crashing.
Next we climbed the steps of the tower (that
seemed to never end) to where we had another
session with Mrs Fosker. During this we learned
about the power of words and how greatly they can
influence somebody else’s self esteem. We were
given a piece of paper/card and where told to write
a compliment about the person whose name was
written on the card.
After break time we went to the gym where Miss
Handyside taught us about how to get into a
subconscious state without sleeping. This included
doing various activities and exercises on the floor
and doing colouring, We also did the whole lesson in
a circle format.
Penultimately we watched a play about bullying and
self esteem and we learnt how to never retaliate and
succumb to peer pressure. Our form also set up the
chairs so we got to sit at the front. Finally we went to
L5 to talk about the day.
During this magnificent focus day I learned many
different things. Some of them are that words have a

great effect on people and I learnt to never retaliate
when someone annoys me because if you do that
you’re being as bad as the person who bullied you in
the first place. If you know something is wrong you
just have to say no, even if it costs you your friends.
I also acquired the ability to empty my mind; bringing
my mind to a subconscious state. I also learnt the
lesson of not being angry and react badly to someone
who gave you a present you don’t like, because this
can offend and hurt the feelings of the giver. People
on some parts of the world will never get presents
and that is why it is important to cope with
disappointment properly and appreciate what you
have. I learnt that just because you fail at something
does not mean that it is the end of the road. You
should never give up. It was also very interesting to
learn what other people did in a situation and what
they went through.
Even though I enjoyed the whole day, the bits I
enjoyed the most were the play and the session of
getting into a subconscious state. I really enjoyed the
play because it was absolutely hilarious and it taught
a life lesson in a fun and funny way.
I enjoyed the circle time lesson because it was very
relaxing and more practical than an ordinary lesson.
Even to have this on a focus day, I was stunned!
I also enjoyed my final time in L5 because it was
interesting to find out what my colleagues had been
through in their lives.
Thank you to everyone who helped make the day
possible.
Samuel Mahele (7NF)
I think the Focus Day was amazing. The thing I
enjoyed the most was the play. I learnt that if you are
getting bullied then it is nothing to be embarrassed
about.
Samueer Rahman (7NF)

Year 8 news
The Big Bang Fair
“The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair
is the largest celebration of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) for young people in
the UK.
The Big Bang Fair is an award-winning combination
of exciting theatre shows, interactive workshops
and exhibits and careers information from STEM
professionals. This year's Fair was held at The NEC,
Birmingham between 15th and 18th March 2017.
They aim to show young people (primarily aged 719) the exciting and rewarding opportunities out
there for them with the right experience and
qualifications, by bringing classroom learning to life.
Having grown from 6,500 visitors in its first year
(2009) to over 70,000 in 2016, The Big Bang Fair is
made possible thanks to the collaborative efforts of
over 200 organisations.”
Website: https://www.thebigbangfair.co.uk/

On 15th March, all Year 8 students had the
opportunity to attend The Big Bang UK Young
Scientists & Engineers Fair, the largest in the UK.
Students saw top UK companies on a mission to
encourage them to work in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) in order to bridge
the skills gap and boost productivity.
Some of the nation’s largest firms, including BAE
Systems, GSK, National Grid, Rolls Royce, Shell and
Siemens were there to inspire future talent.
With engineering companies projected to need
182,000 people with engineering skills each year,
and insufficient numbers coming through with the
appropriate skills and qualifications, The Big Bang
Fair was an opportunity to inspire more young
people to continue with the subjects that are vital
to jobs in Engineering, Technology and Science.
Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of Technology)

Year 8 news
Careers Day

On Year 8 Work Related
Learning Day we did lots
of
activities.
We
interviewed
business
people, built a tower
and designed our own
product that we could
sell to people. Our
favourite part of the day
was making the product
in groups because it was
creative. We learnt how
to work in a team and
communicate. We also
liked
interviewing
business people because
some of them had cool
jobs. We learnt about
their jobs and what
different kinds of jobs
are out there. We also
During this term in
Science Club we have
begun
working
Fun projects
towards a CREST
and
award.
Everyone
explosions
has
been
experimenting with
different ways of
powering rockets and will
use their best ideas to
design their rocket for the CREST
award!
Our Year 9 helpers who got their
awards in Year 7 and 8 have been
giving out lots of advice.
Miss Robert-Garth (Teacher of Science)

did some sessions about what a growth mindset is.
Learning about a growth mindset taught us to keep
trying and not give up. Overall it was a good day
that we could take lots of skills away from.
Emily St Clair and Isobel Gracie (8LDR)

Woodley Festival success
One of our talented
Year 8 students
performed on the
violin at the recent
Woodley Festival.
She
won
an
'Outstanding' gold
medal
for
an
exceptional
performance
and
the Durant Cup for
the Most Promising
Instrumentalist
Under 16. A huge
well done!

Science Club

Years
7—9

Wednesday lunch times in S3

Year 8 news
As part of British Science Week
2017, 3M Centre in Bracknell
held a STEM open evening for
Year 7 & 8 female students. As
girls are much less likely to pursue STEM subjects
than boys, 3M specifically put on this event for
females only.
The evening was for students to spend time at a
science based innovation company so they could
learn how STEM qualifications could help their
career. Students along with a family member were
able interact with the 3M employees. They were
also able to tour the laboratories so that they could
see first-hand some of the equipment used to
create new products that the world needs. There
was also a 3D printing demonstration taking place.
3M have a large number of female employees, all of

Mothers and Daughters event

whom have STEM qualifications but work in a hugely
varied range of roles. Students were lucky enough to
speak to these employees so they could share their
career stories.

Year 9 news
Bovington Tank Museum trip
On the 1st March Year 9 went on a trip to
Bovington tank museum in Dorset. As
the name implies it is a tank museum
and it contains tanks from a large
amount of countries in a variety eras
from WWI (the birth of the tank) to the
war in Afghanistan.
During the day we saw lots of tanks and went inside a
replica WWI trench and saw a variety of tanks from that
era and even looked inside most of them (the only era of
tanks they allowed us to do so).
Another hall in the museum was a WWII gallery which
contained many tanks from World War 2 including an
American Sherman and a German Panzerkampfwagen VI.
After that we looked in the Afghanistan gallery containing
a few modern tanks but mainly other military vehicles
like armoured personal carriers. The final place my group
visited was the tank story hall; which at one side had the
oldest tank progressively going up in date to the newest
tank at the other side. Generally it was an amazing trip
which is well worth going on.
Harry Wolton (9JN)

Year 9 news
Sex Education Focus Day
On 2nd February, Year 9
attended a Focus Day on Sex
Education and were privileged
to listen to a talk from Joanna
Jepson, an Anglican Priest,
broadcaster and author. Joanna
was born with a congenital jaw
defect where her top jaw stuck
out and her lower jaw hung
down into her neck. She was
forced to wait until her late
teens before she could have
reconstructive surgery, as it
was necessary to wait until her
facial and jaw bones had
stopped
growing.
This
experience however gave her
an insight into human nature –
she was bullied because of her
appearance at school, but
became part of "the pretty, popular
crowd" at university, after her
corrective cosmetic surgery
In 2006 she set up the first
chaplaincy in the British Fashion
Industry based at London College of
Fashion.
Here she created The
Empty Hanger project which works
with schools and youth groups
and
uses fashion, design, and
ancient faith stories to engage
people in discussion and reflection
on identity, purpose, ambition.
Joanna was here to talk to Year 9
about her experiences with body image and the
influence of advertising. She began by explaining
that as teenagers they are being targeted massively
by the advertising industry who are trying to tell
them who they are and what they should look like.
They need to be aware that they are being shaped
by certain forces and Joanna encouraged them to
be more reflective.
Joanna went onto talk about what celebrities can
sell. Basically, they can sell everything which is why
they are so powerful.

Joanna helped Year 9 to try
and see that they are being
targeted to believe that what
they are at the moment is not
adequate and not good
enough. The industry is trying
to convince them that they
would be happy if they spent
money on their products.
Teenagers vulnerabilities are
being exploited and their
desires
are
being
manipulated.
The talk helped Year 9 to
realise that if they did go
ahead and buy the products
on offer, they still wouldn’t
be happy because if they sold
items that made people
satisfied, they wouldn’t need
to buy any more and that would be
the end of the industry! The media
will continually find ways to make
them feel inadequate.
If you can become aware of your
vulnerabilities then you can be
aware of when you are being
manipulated. They need to
discover what they really want in
life and they should never compare
themselves to anyone else; they
are unique. They are entirely
individual.
Joanna suggested a tip that St
Ignatius used to use, to focus on himself. At the end
of the day ask yourself two questions;
1)
What was your best moment of the day?
When did you feel most alive?
2)
What was your most difficult or saddest
moment of the day?
Over time if you keep reflecting on yourself, you
begin to know more about who you are. It will help
you make wiser choices and give you the
confidence about yourself in life to rise above the
temptations of the industry.

Year 9 news
Sex Education Focus Day
During Focus Day, Year 9
learnt about different
areas of sexual education
not usually included in
our national curriculum,
topics we may have never
learnt about in detail
before.
During the first hour, we
learnt
all
about
relationships, how they
can impact on us
emotionally and how to
know we are in a safe
environment within our
connections
either
romantically, physically,
through friendship or
even in the work place.
Following on from this,
we were spoken to by a
sex worker from outside
of our local area about
self worth, she had
previously worked with
other pupils, adults and even gang members about
words we hear every day but may not understand
the full meaning of, how to respect other people by
not using words such as "slut" or other alternatives
and how discovering our bodies should not be seen
as taboo regardless of whether we are male or
female.
Leading from the previous hour, we learnt about
body image. We were shown footage of a Victoria's
Secret model who had spoken about how the
media created unrealistic images using Photoshop
and how it is best to focus on making yourself
happy, not trying to live up to inaccurate
proportions as we are lead to believe are "better"
that what we are.
The leader of the workshop, Joanna, proceeded to
speak about her own personal experience with
body "issues" with stories from growing up from a
child to where she is now.
Penultimately, we were spoken to within our form

group via a game involving
the exchange of sweets to
show how easy it is to
pass on or receive STIs,
and then how to prevent
the different types of
infections and not have
unsafe sex as it can lead
to many issues.
To conclude our focus
day, we learnt about the
different sexualities and
genders.
Through
a
personal video of a
transgender teenager we
learnt about how strongly
dysphoria
can
effect
people negatively and end
in
unfortunate
consequences.
This
final
workshop
informed us that gender is
more than just black and
white, and sexuality can
be just as fluid, but
deserves to be respected either way.
Charlotte Stokes (9NRO)
Sexual Education day is a focus event that takes place
every year in Year 9 and consists of a five period
circulation around different workshops that cover the
various aspects of sexual health, relationships, body
image, acceptance and more. Here are the five
lessons class 9JN received, in order, accompanied by
the description of what was learned from each
workshop.
PERIOD ONE- Lesson B.
This was delivered as the first lesson of the day within
the Lecture Theatre, and was a speech about the
trials of Body Image and personal representation. It
was done by Joanna Jepson, a lady who struggled
with her body image and bullying as a teenager, due
to having a disproportionate jaw that she had to have
surgically corrected when she reached the age of 18.

Year 9 news
Focus Day continued..
PERIOD
TWO
–
Lesson A.
This was delivered
by form tutors,
personally
Mrs
Nyazika, and was a
workshop
of
Healthy
and
Unhealthy
relationships and
how to deal with
them, or avoid
them. We reviewed
various
possible
relationships that
could happen and
decided whether or not they were healthy, and if
not, how they could be avoided or dealt with.
PERIOD THREE- Lesson E.
This was delivered by the Bracknell Forest services

and was a lesson on contraception and general
queries about sexual issues or relationships. We did a
workshop on 15 frequently asked questions and
rotated until everyone had an answer for each.
PERIOD FOUR- Lesson C.
This was delivered by our forms tutors again, and was
a lesson on STIs and the danger of not using
protection or checking if a partner has a sexual
transmitted disease. Some of these can be deadly,
and we used sweets for a demonstration on how STIs
are transmitted, and took a quiz on the safe ways to
make sure you don’t contract any.
PERIOD FIVE – Lesson D.
This was also delivered by form tutors and covered
the issues of being transgender and trans/
homophobia in the modern world. We revised key
definitions and learnt how to deal kindly with people
who are transgender whilst not being offensive in
anyway.
Freya Harrod (9JN)

Maths Challenge
Forty gifted and
talented Year 9 and
10 students took
part in the UKMT
Intermediate
Maths Challenge
on 2nd February.
The
competition
was taken by over
250,000 students
across the UK and involved students answering 25
multiple choice questions on mathematical
problems.
St Crispin’s students did exceptionally well with
most being awarded certificates for their
achievements. Three students; Lauren Upex, Luke
Gethings and Joe Reddin were among the top
performers in the whole country and were invited
to take part in the next round.
We look forward to finding out how they get on in
the near future. Congratulations!

Sample question from this year’s
Intermediate Maths Challenge:
The combined age of Alice and Bob is 39.
The combined age of Bob and Clare is 40.
The combined age of Clare and Dan is 38.
The combined age of Dan and Eve is 44.
The total of all 5 ages is 105. Who is the
youngest of the five;
Alice, Bob, Clare, Dan or Eve?
Answer on the back page

Year 10 news
On 7th February we went to the Languages Fair at
Reading University. We travelled by mini bus. Once we
were there, we were able to interact with lots of
different activities from lots of different countries such
as eating traditional foods and learning to write in their
languages.
There was even a salsa dancing
class! Overall, we found the trip fun to be able to
socialise and explore further different cultures.
Jess Hodges (10AWS)

Fun at the Languages Fair

CyberFirst Competition
Recently we competed in a GCHQ cyberfirst girls
computing competition. It was a week long
contest that consisted of four different areas of
computing, logic and coding, cryptography,
networking and cyber security. Some of the
activities we had to do were breaking into an
online program, decrypting messages, hacking
into webpages, learning about advanced binary
techniques and capturing data that has been sent
over a network.
We were split into groups of three and four. It
was extremely enjoyable as there were lots of
challenges to complete and as we completed a
challenge, we were able to unlock more. The best
bits would have been when we completed a
challenge and the relief and excitement we felt.
Overall, it was a really fun experience and our
group completed over 75% of all of the
challenges!
Megan and Jessica (10RAI and 10AWS)

CyberFirst is an exciting
competition set up by the
National
Cyber
Security
Centre. It’s aim was to inspire
and encourage young girls to
consider a career in cyber.
This year over 2,100 teams
from
different
schools
entered.

Year 10 news
Cancer Awareness
The Teenage Cancer Trust state
that “Around seven young people
aged between 13 and 24 are
diagnosed with cancer every day
in the UK. They need expert
treatment and support from the
moment they hear the word ‘cancer.’ We’re the only charity dedicated to
making this happen.”
The cancer talk that we had recently during assembly was very
beneficial. He communicated really well with the crowd and maintained
the crowd’s concentration throughout.
It gave us lots of information about cancer and how to stop it early and
ways of dealing with it. The person presenting the talk was good and really
easy to understand.
Overall it was great because it allowed us to be more aware about cancer,
and it has allowed us to become more aware of the different types of
cancer in the different parts of the body which he taught us about.
James Goldup and Finlay Paton (10JLY)

German Exchange

On the 12th of December 2016 we caught a ferry
from Dover to Calais and then we finished the
journey to Erfstadt, Germany on the bus. We were
then taken to our German partners’ homes. The
first day we went to see Cologne where we saw
Cologne Cathedral and the mesmerising view from
the top. We also got a tour of the Lindt chocolate
museum. Other highlights of the trips included
Düsseldorf where we saw the media centre up
close, and its big Christmas market and old town

where we rode the big wheel. The next day we
went to Bonn with our exchange partners where
we visited their history museum and found the
Haribo store!
Then at the weekend we spent time with the
German families; most of us went to Phantasia land
which is a great theme park where we thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves. The next day we were given
choices of different activities and everyone did
something different although the choice was
usually yours. Then on the Monday we made our
way back to England. I enjoyed the trip to Germany
and I wish I could
have stayed there
for longer. Through
this I made a new
friend and we are
making plans to
meet again. The
host family were
also sweet.
I would recommend
this trip to anyone
who gets the chance
to go.
Atharva Patil
(10 RAI)

Year 11 news
National Citizenship Scheme
On 23rd February, Year 11s were treated to a special assembly by
the National Citizenship Scheme. The NCS is a governmentfunded summer programme for 15-17 year olds who state what
an amazing way it is to build new skills, meet new people, and live
new adventures. The organisation state that the “NCS gives young
people the chance to build their confidence and make a difference
in their community, and it’s the perfect addition to any CV,
personal statement, or UCAS form. It’s a head start on their next
step in life, and so far over 200,000 young people have taken
part!”
NCS programmes are delivered by a network of youth and
community organisations including charities. The Challenge, the
country’s largest provider of NCS, is going to have 395 places
available in Wokingham in summer 2017.
Each place costs £50 through government backing, and
financial assistance can be requested. This fee covers all
meals, kit, and accommodation for the whole
programme. Once your teenager completes their NCS
journey, they attend their graduation and receive a
signed certificate from the Prime Minister.
NCS
graduates continue to get access to loads of
opportunities with us, so the programme doesn’t just
end there!
To find out more about the scheme, please visit their
website—http://www.ncsthechallenge.org/

Year 11 Prom
Monday 3rd July

Save the date
Trunkwell House, Reading
DJ, buffet food, soft drink on arrival, photographers,
More details coming soon
The timings for the evening are as follows:
7pm – 7.45pm Carriages arrive
10.30pm Festivities end – all collections by 10.45pm
.
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Year 11 news
Year 11 Catering exams

Year 11 started their Task 2 Catering Exams last
week. It was based on the theme of international
cuisine. Each student had to choose a country of
their choice, and plan a two course meal (a starter
and a main, or a main and a dessert) that fit with
the country that they had chosen. The countries
ranged from England to Mexico all the way to
Jamaica.
Personally I enjoyed the catering exam as it allowed
me to use all my catering skills I have learned. It
allowed me to be independent and creative. The
cooking of dishes was challenging along with the
timing made it a difficult, but rewarding, part to my
learning. The presentation was also a big part to the
exam as well, from picking the correctly shaped
plates to the flowers for the table.
Overall I found this beneficial and a great addition
to my life skills.
Jake (11ASM)
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Above: the first group of students to take their
exams

Bottom left: the second group of budding chefs!
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Sixth Form news
The Hustings
On 24th February, students in Year 12 took part in
the annual Head Team Application process and had
the opportunity to appeal for votes during the Sixth
Form Hustings.
The thirteen applicants spent weeks perfecting their
speeches, in a bid to gain the vote of their peers.
The candidates had the daunting task of speaking in
front of the entire Sixth Form during a morning and
afternoon session.
During lunchtime a packed Lecture Theatre then
cast its vote on who would move forward to

represent the Sixth Form as the new Head Team as
the ballot boxes were taken out.
A huge congratulations should go out to all those
who put themselves forward for the roles. Standing
and speaking in front of well over one hundred peers
is certainly to be admired.
However, equally outstanding to see was the
supportive relationship between all of the candidates
and the sense of community brought about by a
great turnout of voters.
Results can be found later on in this newsletter.

The Boys

The Head Boy applicants deliver their speeches
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Sixth Form news
The Girls

The Head Girl applicants
deliver their speeches to a
packed Lecture Theatre
Top: The current Head
Team manning the ballot
boxes
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The Head Team Times
Head Boy—Toby Wilson

Head Girl—Amy Shute

From my first day at St. Crispin’s, I have
witnessed and been a part of a safe, inclusive
community supporting each other to strive for
success.
Not only does the ambition of this community
inspire and astound me, but the comradery
and togetherness of the students I study
beside make me feel that I’m where I belong,
and it is this that makes me proud to wear the
logo of a place that truly does offer excellence
for all.
I hope to inspire younger students to share
my ambition and work hard to achieve things
they never thought they could.
My biggest hope is for my fellow students to
smile in the morning knowing another day in a
great school is ahead of them.

I wanted to become Head Girl to be an
ambassador for the whole school community.
I wish to maintain the school’s outstanding
reputation by instilling St Crispin’s values which
they work so hard to maintain.
Students should feel confident enough to be able
to talk to older students about any concerns,
worries or thoughts they have. The Head Team is a
voice for all student. St Crispin’s has given me
endless opportunities that I would never have had
the privilege to do anywhere else. I am always
filled with a sense of pride for the school and I am
keen to share my thoughts and experiences with
potential new comers. Meeting and interacting
with people is something I particularly enjoy and I
am looking forward to developing this further by
being part of the Head Team.

Deputy Head Boy—Niall Casserly

Deputy Head Girl—Becca Matthew

St. Crispin’s has guided and helped me take
the next steps I need to take to achieve my
goals, and always bring the best out of me.
My time at St. Crispin’s has been the best five
years I could have asked for, being supported
hugely throughout my secondary education.
I come to school every day feeling proud to
be wearing the St Crispin’s uniform. I want to
give back the effort that the school have put
in for me, by supporting them as part of their
Head Team.
The Head Team are not only ambassadors of
the sixth form, but also ambassadors of the
entire school as a whole. Our slogan is
“excellence for all” and as a Head Team, it is
important to live up to this.

I wanted to be a part of the leadership team to
give back to the school after all they have done for
me. I am proud of St Crispin's and all that it stands
for and extremely grateful for the opportunities I
have been given.
It has allowed me to grow and do things I never
thought I would have been able to. I would like to
be an inspiration to younger pupils and become
an integral cog in the workings of an outstanding
school.
I would like to promote how any goal is
achievable, despite the barriers you may come up
against. This will demonstrate how you should
always persevere and never give up on the things
you want to achieve.
I believe very much in the saying ‘you can if you
think you can’, a message I would like to portray
to other students at St Crispin's, helping them to
fully develop their potential.
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Sixth Form news

Dates for the dairy
Tuesday 18th April—Start of Summer Term

Monday 3rd July—Year 11 Prom

Tuesday 18th—Friday 28th April—Year 10
PPEs

Tuesday 4th July—Trips Day

Friday 28th April—PTA Comedy Night
Monday 1st May—May Bank Holiday
Friday 26th May—Year 8 Black Country
Museum Trip

Thursday 6th—Friday 7th July—Sixth Form
Induction Days
Monday 10th—Friday 14th July—Sports
Week Interform
Wednesday 12th—Saturday 15th July—
Sweeney Todd School Production

Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd June—Half
Term

Wednesday 19th July—Presentation Evening

Friday 16th June—Monday 19th June—Year
10 Trip to Normandy

Friday 20th—Wednesday 26th July—Choir
Tour of France

Friday 23rd June—Sunday 25th June—Year 7
Teambuilding Trip

Friday 21st July—Last day of term

Monday 26th—Wednesday 28th June— Year
12 PPEs
@Crispins6thForm
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Wednesday 6th September—Start of
Autumn Term
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Sixth Form news
Barcelona Field Trip
On 1st March all 12 of the A-level Geography
students set out for Barcelona. After having to get
up very early we headed for the airport. When we
got to Barcelona the first thing we did was some
sight-seeing. We were able to go and see the
Sagrada Família, the Olympic harbour and visited
high points in the city with amazing views. After this
we got to go back to the hotel we would be staying
in. The hotel was along the beach front and from
the restaurant where we would be eating for the
next few days there was a view of the sea. Once we
had settled in we began our first task of the trip, a
coastal walk. This walk was a good start to the trip
as we could get a feel for the place we would be
staying and were able to take in our surroundings.
Whilst on the coastal walk everyone had to conduct
some field sketches that we would be able to use in
our course work. When we had finished our
sketches, we went back to the hotel where we
would spend two hours doing class work and having
dinner.
Due to the data we would be collecting being worth
up to 20 % of our A –level this two hours of class
work that we did every night was important to help
us consolidate our knowledge and understand the
data we were going to be collecting. The next day
was our first full day. We started the day with walks
along the different beaches recording ones of
interest that we would be able to use in our
projects, such as the coastal management
strategies. When at the furthest beach we could
reach, we collected lots of different data that would
go in our work, such as sediment size and direction
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and
more
field
sketches.
Day two was spent in
the city of El Raval, we
did not take the coach
there but were able to
get a double decker
train which was a
really interesting experience. When in El Raval we
started in the tourist area. There we surveyed the
land use and counted pedestrians and analysed what
they were doing, we then moved into the more local
area where there was the university and more places
to live, and finally we moved into an old red light
district sector. This gave us a clear image of the city
and how it changed. After we had finished out work
we were able to go shopping and look around by
ourselves. It was then back to our classroom to learn
more skills that would be necessary for our work.
Our last full day we were able to choose whether we
wanted to go back to the city or the beach depending
on what title we had chosen for our work. All our
group were doing coastal titles so decided to stay at
the beach. This was our independent study day
where we choose out methods of sampling and
recording data. My group decided on beach profiling
sediment size, land use and coastal management.
This gave us a wide variety of things to speak about.
When we had finished our work we were able to go
for an ice cream and sit on the beach.
On the final day we had to leave the hotel at 4:30 to
get out flight home, once home everyone was very
tired but I know I can speak for all of us when I say
we had a really amazing and educational trip.
Bethan Hankin (12WP)
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Sixth Form news
Year 12 BTEC Engineers site visit
The Year 12 BTEC Engineering group had the
opportunity to visit the site for the new Sixth Form
Centre recently. The students had a meeting with
the site manager, Marcus Jenkins, from Francis
Construction who discussed how the site was

managed on a day to day basic, the job
opportunities available within the construction
industry and the importance of health and safety in
the UK construction industry.
Students were intrigued to learn how materials are
sourced and how steel production in China
has a direct impact on the building of new
6th form block.
They found that every day on the site
presented new challenges and the site
manager must have excellent people skills
to ensure that everything runs efficiently.
The students found the visit really
worthwhile and made them aware of the
wide range of opportunity available within
the UK construction industry.
Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of Technology)

Ace Your Exams Day

Unifrog

We
were
recently
provided with
an ‘Ace Your
Exams’ session,
delivered by a
company called
Elevate
Education.
The presenter gave two engaging
seminar sessions, with various tips and
hints to help prepare for exams. They
also gave a new and interesting session
on the use of mnemonics, which uses
similar sounding words to aid memory
and remembering words/topics.
We were later provided with some
really useful resources on all the topics
covered which can be used in the lead
up to exams.

UniFrog delivered an introduction to their
product and all students were provided
with individual log in details for use on any
device.
UniFrog enables students to search the
directory of all the University and
Apprenticeship courses available, using the
subjects currently being studied. Students
are then able to gather every important
piece of information about these courses
of interest and the Universities or
Companies which are providing them.
These include all entry criteria, Open Days
and locations of all courses identified.
Students are then able to filter and sort various courses based on
a host of different variables. These include student satisfaction,
starting salary, assessment methods, graduate employment rates
and many more. Students can utilise this fantastic tool from any
device, at home or in school and we hope it makes a real
difference in opening students’ eyes to the possibilities available.

@cCrispins6thForm

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Work Related Learning
Aileen Sinclair - Careers Advisor

My name is Aileen Sinclair
I am St. Crispin’s School Careers
Adviser and I come into your school
every week
Please come and see me for
information, advice and guidance on:







Careers Notice Board

For live opportunities and
careers advice check out
the display board outside
the careers office or visit
the careers section in the
school library.

Careers
Job hunting and
CVs
Apprenticeships
University
Choosing options
Next steps

Ask your Tutor, Head of Year or Miss
Roberts-Garth for an appointment. I
am in the careers room in the black
corridor, opposite the Art &
Photography rooms.
Adviza Wokingham
Wokingham Library
Denmark Street
Tel: 0118 9647400
Mob: 07747476781
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Sports news
Inclusion Zone Basketball—Regional Finals

Inclusion Zone Basketball (IZB) is an action packed
sport that combines running and wheelchair
basketball. It is a four-a-side game, enabling
participants with or without a disability to play the
same sport, on the same team, at the same time!
Their website explains that “the small-sided teams
and adapted playing area enable girls and boys,
both disabled and non-disabled, to participate in a
fun game of basketball and create a fully inclusive
environment. A standard basketball court is divided
into three zones, with one running player in each
wing zone and two players in chairs in the central
zone. Players in the central zone can be either nondisabled or disabled, providing all players with the
opportunity to play in a chair.”
The squad that won the East Berkshire competition
before Christmas took the long journey down to
Brighton to compete on 10th March, in what was
only their second ever IZB tournament. On the day
we played against five other schools who had also
qualified through winning their own local
competitions.
St Crispin’s was the only school making their debut
at the Regional stage so, although we had high
hopes of doing well, it was always going to be a bit
of a learning experience.
Despite this St. Crispin’s got off to a great start
winning their first 2 games convincingly; 18-3 & 8-2.
@crispinsschool
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We then lost in a close game against a team
comprising of boys from Years 10 & 11. This was
followed by a defeat to the two times reigning
regional champions who eventually went on to win
the competition again and represent the South East
in the National finals.
Despite these two defeats and due to other results, it
was still possible for us to finish 2nd, so long as the
team could refocus themselves and win their final
game. But, at 3 points down with only 2 minutes to
play, it looked as though a 3rd defeat would be on the
cards. However, the team managed to pick
themselves up and dug deep to produce some
excellent scoring plays to come back and win in the
final seconds and secure the silver medal position.
This was a fantastic achievement considering it was
only the 2nd time that the students had played this
format of the sport.
We hope that St. Crispin’s can qualify again next year
and now we know what to expect, perhaps we can
even go one better.
Mr I. Nelson (Head of PE )
www.crispins.co.uk
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Sports news
Step into Sport Inclusion Leadership workshop
In February, the Year 10 BTEC in Sport group went to Step into
Sport Inclusion Leadership workshop event to help support a
Year 8 student in his ambassadorial role for Berkshire Schools.
As part of his role, he had to give a talk to 90 other students
and staff from around the County in relation to his journey so
far in wheelchair basketball and his hopes and aspirations of
one day representing Great Britain at the Olympics. This is
what he said about the experience:
‘It was great experience for me and everyone else that came
along to support me. The inclusion workshops and giving the
speech were my favourite parts of the day even though I was
very nervous.
Once I got going I found it fun and everyone was really nice to
me afterwards. I also enjoyed leading a wheelchair basketball
session in the afternoon and taught able bodied pupils how to
push a chair and some passing and shooting techniques.’
The BTEC students also enjoyed the day and learnt about
some new inclusion sports such as Goalball, Boccia, Seated
Volleyball, Inclusion Tennis & Table Cricket.
The aim now is for them to coach these sports to St Crispin’s
students and run some inter-form competitions in the
summer term
as part of
their
BTEC
course.
Mr I. Nelson
(Head of PE)

Judo success

Congratulations
to our Year 9
pupil (9MSA),
right, who won
yet
another
national medal
at
Christmas
and has been in
the top 3 of the
British
Championships
for the last 4
years. He has
managed
to
retain
his
position within
the
England
squad
and
fights
for
England and his
club
(Pinewood) in the UK and abroad.
In February he won a gold medal at the
English open in Thetford.
Well done!

Left: U14
Basketball
Team
Right: U16
Basketball
Team
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Sports news
#NetballNeverStops

Football fever
Year 9 Netball team, left. Year 7 Netball Team B above

Years 7-8 Football Team - winners of the East
Berkshire Football League
@crispinsschool
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Year 7 Netball Team A above
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Sports star of the term
Congratulations to all
these students who
have been awarded the
accolade of Sports Stars
of the Term.
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New club starting after Easter
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Sports news
Swimming success

Play United

Well done to
our Year 7
pupil, left, who
was placed
second in the
11/12year old
club
championship
for Bracknell &
Wokingham
Swimming Club.
He was also
placed second
in the 12 year
olds President
Cup. Many
congratulations

Celebration Assemblies

The PE Department are involved in a number
of disability sports projects, working with local
providers and special schools.
One of these projects involves us teaming up
with Kennel Lane School to compete in a
‘Unified’ basketball competition which will
take place later on in the year. The details of
this particular project can be found here
http://www.specialolympicsgb.org.uk/playunified Kennel Lane are currently bringing
their players here on a Friday afternoon so
that we can begin to practice together. These
sessions are being run by coaches from
Bracknell Cobras basketball club and will run
up until Easter.
Full details will appear in the Summer
newsletter and can be found here: http://
www.specialolympicsgb.org.uk/play-unified

Term Dates 2017
Summer Term
Tuesday 18th April—Friday 21st July

Wednesday 29th March

Half Term
Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd June

Year 7—Period 2—Main Hall

Year 9—8.40am—Main Hall

Thursday 30th March
Yr 10—8.40am—Main Hall

Autumn Term
Wednesday 6th September—Tuesday 19th December
Half Term
Monday 23rd October—Friday 27th October
Inset Days: Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th September

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans /Spring 2017

Year 8—Period 3—Main Hall

PTA news
Fundraising update
The school has
asked the PTA if
we could help
fund the muchneeded
refurbishment of
the
changing
rooms.
The total cost of
the
refurbishment is
around £30,000;
the
PTA
are
aiming
to
contribute
£10,000 and have so far raised £5,000 this
academic year. We hope to raise the rest of the
money during the summer term - ready for the
work to take place during the summer holidays.
The £5,000 has been raised through numerous
activities and events that are supported by our
parents and carers, such as the Comedy Night and
Quiz Night; second-hand uniform sales;
refreshment stands at school-run events; the 500
club and the sale of reduced price Reading FC
tickets.
The recent Quiz Night was as popular as ever and
raised over £2,000! We will be holding either
another Comedy Night or a Race Night during the
summer term – details to be announced asap.
The PTA also coordinate the Voluntary Donation
Scheme, as we are a charitable body and can
therefore reclaim tax on donations from UK
taxpayers via Gift Aid.
If you feel in a position to be able to donate then
please go to the Tucasi site. Further details about
the scheme and how to donate are on the school
website. More information on other PTA activities
can also be found on the school website.
After the changing rooms refurbishment we will
start raising funds to go towards the refurbishment
of the IT block and the erection of additional
canopies outside the restaurant.
We really appreciate your support of the activities
and events organised by the PTA and ask that, if

you feel able to spare the time, you consider
joining the PTA and getting involved in organising
these and other much needed fundraising
activities!

Quiz night

Above: Winners of the February Quiz Night ‘Pink Gin
& Fizz’!!
Thank you to all who came and supported us that
evening

PTA news

Answer to the Maths Challenge question: A=21, B=18, C=22, D=16, E=28 So Dan is the youngest

