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Newsletter Summer 2014
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Headteacher’s Letter
Dear Parents and Carers
It seems just a little while ago that we were
beginning this academic year and now it is
coming to an end! We conclude our year on a
very happy note; in fact our annual Presentation
Evening had just this theme: happiness. We were
delighted to have Sir Anthony Seldon, the Master
of Wellington College, giving the key address for
our Presentation Evening. In his speech he
commented that “happiness comes from serving
others.”

vital for learning. In fact our new catering service
has a principle of “health by stealth” and has
some creative and innovative ideas for ensuring
students make healthy choices. Every food item
will be cooked from scratch on our site and we
will have our own “Jamie Oliver” type Executive
Chef. Our Chef is called Dean Wentworth; he will
work here every day and will host each of our
food services. I will be introducing him and our
new arrangements for lunchtime to students
during assemblies before the term concludes.
Therefore over the summer we will be working
hard refurbishing the school kitchens and
students will return to our new “St. Crispin’s
Restaurant” which will have a “high street” quality
offer of food and drinks. Please do see later in the
newsletter for further information and details in
terms of menus and tariffs.
During the next academic year we are keen to
explore the possibility of a cashless system that
will mean students will not need to bring cash
into school to purchase food and parents/carers
can see what has been purchased each day via an
on-line account.

New lunchtime arrangements
Another thing that is making our school
community happy is that I am absolutely
delighted to announce that from September we
will be introducing new caterers. Cucina, our
new providers, will be producing a completely
new offer which includes a breakfast service from
8am – 8.30am each day, as well as break/
lunchtime and an after school food service. I
hope the opportunity to purchase food and drink
before and after school will encourage students
to take part in our wide variety of extracurricular
opportunities.
It is my firm intention to
transform our current service in terms of speed,
quality and enjoyment!
The standard of service and quality of food for
students is so important and I believe that eating
healthy and enjoyable meals during the day is

We will be taking time purchasing a system that is
robust, sensible and reduces queuing times. So
during the autumn term we will be sharing
information about the new system and how it will
be introduced. We hope to have this new system
in place for January 2015.
As you may be aware St. Crispin’s has in the past
had a tradition of allowing Year 11 students off
site during lunchtimes. It is an arrangement that I
now wish to change. In the main our students
tend to purchase food (mainly chocolate and fizzy
drinks) then return to school. Since we now have
new caterers I do not believe there is the need to
purchase from other providers and I am, of
course, keen also to ensure that there is no
lateness in returning to school for afternoon
lessons.
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Headteacher’s Letter continued
Summer results

As ever our students have made us so proud and
have worked hard for their exams. Results days will
be as follows:

and challenging so, to help at the beginning of
next academic year, we will be writing to each
parent/carer to explain in greater depth the
curriculum changes for students in each of our
year groups.
From September we are also teaching a new
National Curriculum which has led to the renaming of two departments.
Religious
Education (R.E.) becomes Religious Studies (R.S.)
and ICT becomes Computing.

Bromcom to SIMS now MCAS to
Insight

I wrote to everyone
earlier
this
year
explaining that we were
making a fundamental
GCSE and equivalent qualifications
information system change. I am very pleased to
Year 11 Thursday 21st August between 9am – 11am
report that this change went as well as we dared
Year 10 Thursday 21st August between 10am – 11am
hope! Taking the same level of care into the future
we will be slowly expanding our use of the system.
This will begin in September with the introduction
Work experience
of “INSIGHT” that replaces My Child At School
As I mentioned in our last newsletter we have in (MCAS).
recent weeks reviewed our programme for work
experience.
The combination of curriculum In September you will receive a letter outlining how
changes, raising the participation age and the to log onto this system, which offers you the
increased number of vocational qualifications opportunity to see your son or daughter’s
means that we will be moving work experience attendance, behaviour and rewards. Our “INSIGHT”
from Year 10 to Year 12. We hope, during A-levels provision will allow you to make changes to
and vocational studies, to provide work experience personal details, such as a change of mobile phone
that is bespoke to areas of interest to future work. number and report absence from school. Next
academic year we hope to share our reports
Educational reforms
through this system and this will allow having a PDF
copy of each report rather than a paper copy which
As you will no doubt hear occasionally does not make it to your hands from
over coming months the bottom of school bags! We very much hope
there are very significant that this will be convenient for families but also
curriculum, qualification efficient and (now that we are officially an Eco
and assessment changes School) more environmentally friendly. Once again,
that will affect nearly all there is further information about this system later
students in the school. To give you a flavour, our in the newsletter.
current students in Years 7 and 8 will do new style
GCSEs that are no longer graded A*- G but New Academic year
awarded via the numbers 9 – 1. Similarly National
Curriculum levels will need to be replaced by a Start of term for all students begin on Thursday 4th
bespoke assessment procedure developed by each September. As with normal arrangements we
school. The changes facing all of us are complex
slightly stagger the starting times of the first day.
A-Level and equivalent qualifications

Year 13 Thursday 14th August between 7am – 9am
Year 12 Thursday 14th August between 9am – 11am
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Headteacher’s Letter continued
Please note the following for the first day of term
arrangements:
08.30
08.30
09.30
09.30
09.30
10.00
10.00

(new) Year 7 to the Gym
Go to Tutor Groups at 9.00
Year 12 to the Lecture Theatre
Go to Tutor Groups at 9.00
Year 11 to Main Hall
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.00
Year 13 to the Lecture Theatre
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.00
Year 10 to Sports Hall
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.00
Year 8 to Gym
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.30
Year 9 to Sports Hall
Go to Tutor Groups at 10.30

All lessons will start at 11.20 (period 3)

Farewells and welcomes
The end of the
academic year brings
about the need to say
a fond farewell to
some
of
our
colleagues. This year brings the retirements of
three highly valued members of staff. Neil
Williams who will be very well known to lots of
parents, having been a Head of Year 7 for many
years, leaves us after 32 years of loyal service to
the school. In recent years Mr Williams has been
working part time in the Geography department.
Zofia Plowdon, our Head of MFL, and Jo Sawyers,
our afternoon Receptionist, both retire after 15
years at the school. There is no doubt in my mind
that each one of these colleagues has contributed
to the happiness and success of our school. We
will miss them but wish them a very happy and
long retirement.
We also sadly say goodbye to Kathryn Moran
(Geography) who is off travelling the world,
Victoria Spofforth (Photography) who returns
home to Suffolk, Angel Martinez (Psychology) who
moves to Prospect School, Richard Bolton (Science)
and Rebecca Mead (Third in English) who joins The
Holt School in her new promotion as Second in
English.

As well as those farewells we can also say
congratulations to Emma Jackson who is promoted
to Head of MFL and Louise De Rosa to Second in
MFL, Lynn Hawkins who is promoted to Head of
Technology and to Sean Hatton in the new role of
Third in Science. Carly Riddle, our Deputy Head of
Sixth Form, returns in September as Mrs Collet and
Jack Metcalf, teacher of TEAM, also marries this
summer. This year Alan Inns and Joe Alderslade
will join the Senior Leadership Team as Associate
Members.
We look forward to new colleagues joining us in
September: Judith Forster (Music), Natalie Rouse
(P.E), Emma Taylor (Maths), Melissa Tarvin
(Science), Madeleine Salter and Martin Hart
(Geography), Harriet Livesey (Photography and
Art), Dr. William Hems (Chemistry) and Nick Lilley
(Third in English).

Zombies
Early in the autumn term we will be promoting a
family special event, a “Zombie Evening”.
This is a cross-curricular Science and Drama evening
set in a not too distant apocalyptic future…
A virus is affecting the world’s teenage population
but St. Crispin’s school appears to be a haven.
During the evening families will take part in
experiments to determine the cure or people will
succumb to turning into zombies!
This will be a wonderful opportunity for families to
use our new science block and indeed roam the
school looking for answers…. The evening will take
place on 27th November 6.30pm – 8.30pm. Tickets
will be limited so do grab the opportunity when
advertised next term.
Tickets will be on sale and further information
made available in due course.

Finally
I began this newsletter letter with the theme of
happiness and so it seems the very best way to end
is to wish everyone a lovely and very happy
summer.
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher
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Chef profile
Dean Wentworth, Executive Chef, Cucina @ St. Crispin’s School
Dean was born and raised in Bracknell and currently lives in the area with
his wife and 3 children. Being a local lad, Dean attended Wildridings Junior
School, followed by Easthampstead Park Senior School.
Dean has always had a passion for cooking, which stems from watching his
Mother and Grandmother cooking in the family kitchen: the smells and
sight of their cooking remains with him until this day. His family’s ethos
when it came to cooking was ‘always cook everything from scratch’. This
gave Dean a great foundation for his career as a chef.
Dean commenced his catering career working in the kitchen at BMW’s
head office in Bracknell. He then went on to work alongside his favourite
chef, Gordon Ramsay, working in the kitchen at Claridges and Aubergine in the City – a demanding but
amazing experience as a young chef. These positions fuelled Dean’s passion for food and what could be
achieved through the use of fresh, seasonal produce.
Following his time in London, Dean moved back to his home county and took up Head Chef positions at
The Warren in Binfield and subsequently at The Three Legged Cross in Warfield.
Dean joined Cucina in 2011 as the Executive Chef at Stockley Academy. He has been with Cucina for three
years and has gone from strength to strength during this time: building a great ‘foodie’ team, delivering
mouth-watering dishes served to the highest standard and, more recently, winning gold, silver and bronze
at prestigious culinary competitions. However, Dean has always had a desire to return to his home county.
Dean is excited and thrilled to be joining the Team at St. Crispin’s School in the position of Executive Chef
from September 2014. He looks forward to welcoming students, teachers and staff to his Restaurant.

Race for Life
Email is our main method of
communication and correspondence
to all Parents/Carers.
Please tell us if:

You are not receiving emails
(please check your junk folder)
OR

If you have changed your email/
mobile phone details.
On 17th July, students and staff took part in a Race for Life event

Please email
in order to raise money for Cancer Research UK.
tromansh@crispins.co.uk with
The challenge was to run, jog or walk 1500 metres and donate £1
any queries or change of details.
towards the charity. Mrs Pedder, Head of Girls PE, had worked
hard to promote the campaign in order to reach the target of
£1500. She stated, “This year we wanted Sports Day to have a
meaning and this charity touches so many people.”
After their run in the blistering heat, the students left some
heartfelt and thoughtful messages on a board to loved ones
fighting cancer and to others who had lost their fight.
At the end of the day they were on course to meet the target of
£1500.
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Presentation Evening
“Let no-one come to you without leaving better and happier”
Mother Teresa

Above, S Anderson-Peled (8HBE)

Above, Sir Anthony Seldon

For parents,
staff and students at St. Crispin’s the balmy, hot
evening of 3rd July really was a reason for
celebration at the annual Presentation Awards.
Staff and Governors joined families to see students
pick up their academic, sporting and artistic
achievements.
The school welcomed Wokingham Borough Mayor,
Cllr UllaKarin Clark and Wokingham Town Mayor
Cllr Martin Bishop and Mayoress Yvonne Bishop.
Guests had the pleasure of listening to an inspiring
speech from guest speaker Sir Anthony Seldon, the
Master of Wellington College.
Arriving to music relating to happiness, Ms Ginny
Rhodes continued with the theme in her opening
address. She stated that “Happiness was the
perfect theme for the evening.” She explained that
those students who received prizes are happy and
their work and achievement over the year had
made everyone in the room happy. St. Crispin’s is a
happy school and she is a happy head. Ms Rhodes

quoted Mother Teresa, “Let no-one every come to
you without leaving better and happier.” In
relation to the school she wanted the students to
see that in essence this is what she wants from the
students at St. Crispin's.
Following on from Ms Rhodes Sir Anthony Seldon
gave his address focusing on what makes someone
truly happy. He explained to students that there is
a difference between happiness and pleasure.
What they read and hear through the media about
celebrities with money will not necessarily make
them happy. Wealth and possessions may give you
pleasure but that is different to true happiness. He
asked students to volunteer and stand up to tell
guests what makes them happy. Zowie Adams
(9RD) was the first to volunteer and said what
makes her happy is seeing people around her
happy and smiling because seeing people smiling
makes her happy. Sam Anderson-Peled (8HBE) was
also forthcoming in standing up to say that what
makes him happy is E Avery (11KW) receiving her
when you succeed in
Rotary Cup for Netball
doing something that
you have tried working
on for a long time.
The evening concluded
with more happy music
and a professional
photographer on hand
to capture families’
proud moments.
(Photos supplied by The
Moment Images can be
found on our website under
Information for Parents.)

From left Town Mayor, Cllr Martin Bishop and Mayoress Yvonne
Bishop, Borough Mayor Cllr UllaKarin Clark with Ms Ginny Rhodes

8

Whole School Events

Above, K Catubo (12NH) and her
brother who featured in her
photography

Above, painting by Emily George
(13JBA)

On 26th June, parents and staff had the
pleasure of viewing the end of year work by
GCSE and A-Level Art, Photography, Technology
and Textiles students.
The effort that had gone into the exhibition and
the talent on show was a credit to St. Crispin’s.
Some of the work displayed is featured here.

Above, painting by Chloe Brown
(12AME) and below E Beaurain
(11KBR) displays her work

Above, painting by Sam Brill (12RI). Below, painting
by Georgia Tunesi (12ZP)

Above, painting by Becky Webb (13JBA)
and below V Fenton (11SWH) displays
her photography work
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International Evening of Culture
On Wednesday 11th June, St.
Crispin’s School held its annual
International Evening. The
evening was a celebration of
the range of nationalities in
the school.
It involved a
“global” food tasting as well as
student performances.
St. Crispin’s Jazz Band, led by Mr Hudson (Head of
Music) started the evening off, followed by
performances from the Junior and Chamber Choir

plus acoustic solo performances from students
outside on the mound.
There was a selection of art and craft stalls,
including the famous homemade jam by Mr
Hudson’s parents. Maraki Crafts supplied their
costume jewellery and the Young Enterprise Team
sold their homemade bath bombs and friendship
bracelets.
Students, with mentoring help from Mrs Wo Kai
Song, wowed guests with their street dancing and
Sega Mauaritian dance routines. Following the
entertainment staff and parents gathered to
present food to taste from their home countries.
There was paella from Spain, monkey gland steak
from South Africa and dessert tarts from Italy.

Carla Solano-Diaz and Paloma Ugedo

From left, Ola Khlil and Ghada Saleh and Anat Arbel and Yifat
Stuer

The evening was concluded by an outstanding
performance and sneak preview from the Hairspray
summer production.
The evening was a great success with nearly 300
people gathering to celebrate St. Crispin’s diversity.
Headteacher Ginny Rhodes said: “Our school is
rightly proud of the International Evening and it is
a special way to highlight the rich diversity of our
community; bringing us all together to celebrate
the common bond of being part of St. Crispin’s.
“I am so appreciative of the hours of work put into
the event by so many to make it so special .”
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Whole School Events
This
year's
school
production was Hairspray
and students from across
the school performed to
a full house every night.
All of the students
involved; the cast, the band
and the crew dedicated so
much time, energy and talent
to create a professional show.
There were some memorable
performances from individual
performers including James
Bruzas who performed the role
of Edna Turnblad. James was
awarded the Performing Arts
Award for his outstanding performance.
Georgia-May Willems led the cast as she
took on the principal role of Tracy
Turnblad, her characterisation of Tracy
captured the sweet yet ground-breaking
teenage girl from Baltimore - just looking

Below, K Funani (10NWE) and
J Bruzas (13AM)

production,
the
highest number ever
in a St. Crispin’s
School
production
and in a growing
variety of roles. It
was good to see the variety
and quality of student
leadership develop in
Hairspray with students
leading the backstage
crew, directing singing and
dance
rehearsals
and
conducting the band for
the show. For some of the
cast and band it was their
final performance at St. Crispin's and
we wish them well in their musical
and theatrical careers: Sam Shute,
Emily Clayden, James Bruzas, Monika
Potomoska, Dan Wooldridge and Joe
Barr. They will be greatly missed by

Above, I Steuer (10JA) and J Bruzas
to 'fit in'. Emma Harris shone as the
(13AM)
understudy for Tracy on Friday night
alongside the rest of the very
us all!
talented
and
well-received
Finally, thank you to everyone in
understudy company. There were
the school community for your
many students taking to the stage
support of the musical, we look
for the first time in a school
forward to welcoming you back
production including: Steve
next year! Our next
Tadewos as Seaweed, Ido
event will be the
Steuer as Wilbur and
Performing
Arts
Mwmba Phiri as Little Inez.
Festival in November.
All of these students
Kate West
impressed their audience
(Director) and
with their confidence and
Jamie Hudson
stage presence as well as
(Musical Director)
their theatrical talent. This
year saw 120 students Hairspray Professional Photography www.momentimages.com
involved
in
the
password: hairspray14
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School news
On Friday 4th April around
40 students and several
teachers gathered in the lecture theatre with our rucksacks
packed and ready to go. First on the agenda was checking
our kit and next was food planning; a small group of us
headed to Tescos with just a menu plan and a budget to
buy the food for each of our groups of around 18 people for
the weekend.
At around lunchtime, we embarked on our journey to the
New Forest, each of the three groups were dropped off at their different campsites. We then set about
putting up our tents and cooking dinner. Cooking on trangias proved a difficult task for us, especially since
we were catering for a group of 18 people.
We spent the next two days walking through the muddy landscape of the New Forest. Our group (team 1)
walked a total of over 30km across the two days. One other group also walked, another cycled for one of
the two days. We were unfortunate enough to have plenty of rain for the majority of the weekend
making the walking slightly more challenging.
We were very happy to arrive at a bunkhouse for our final night, it's safe to say the warmth of being
inside and lack of wet, cold feet cheered us all up!
Overall we had a very enjoyable time despite the weather and possibly getting a bit lost! But most
importantly we learnt about expedition life and feel more prepared for our 4 week trip to Cambodia in
July...not long to go now!
Kate Partridge (11KG) and Sophie Ross (11JN)

UK2 Expedition

they felt better prepared to begin practising
3 July 42 students restorative sessions in September.
th
from Years 7 to 10, who applied to be restorative On Thursday 12 June 5 G&T and young leader
practitioners, attended a training day run by Mr Art students ran a pointillism workshop with
Paul Moran. The students learnt the importance of reception students at Wescott Infant School. The
active listening, how to work with people to come students came up with the concept and to present
to a solution as opposed to telling or suggesting a it and help the students to develop the skills needed
solution and were trained how to mediate a to make pictures in the style of pointillism. The
restorative justice session. The students said they afternoon was a huge success and the reception
enjoyed the day, that is was interesting and that students wanted to continue with their paintings
the next day!

Thursday
Student Leadership On
rd

The new prefects

have been elected and have
been carrying out lunchtime duties each week since
Easter. This term Alice Harnett, Adam Upex, Vicky
Holetic and Ben White have received prefect and
senior prefect of the month awards for their hard
work and dedication. The prefects will be having
breakfast in the library on Friday 11th July and going
on a team-building training day to The Oakwood
Centre on Monday 14th July - see page 18 in this
newsletter for more details and pictures!
Miss Katie Longhurst
Student Leadership Co-ordinator
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PTA News
Comedy Night –
Hold the date!
Our next big event is
COMEDY NIGHT!
Saturday October 11th
7.30pm for 7.45pm start. This professionally run
night will feature comedians from the British
Comedy Circuit and Edinburgh festival.
Tickets on sale on September 5th – space is limited!
£10 a ticket. Licensed bar. Over 18s only please!

Family Photography Session
We will be running our annual FREE family
photography session on Saturday 13th September
from 10am -12pm here at St. Crispin’s. Photograph
prices start from as little as £12. Ideal for
personalised Christmas cards, calendars or simply
frame for the perfect present. Please follow the link
to our PTA page, print off the form and hand into
the school office - http://

bit.ly/1jxqEgB

Car Boot Sales
Our car boot sales have been a
huge success this year. Thank
you to everyone who has sold,
bought, browsed and helped at the sales. Our last
one is SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 12-3pm (so yes
you can still have that lie in!). We will send out a
reminder on Parentmail & twitter nearer the time!

Help the PTA raise funds by using

Turn your online shopping into donations for St.
Crispin's School PTA!
Do you shop online? Did you know that every time
you buy something you could be raising money for
the PTA?
That's right, over 2,700 well known retailers,
including Amazon, John Lewis, eBay and Tesco will
donate a small percentage of what you spend to the
PTA to say thank you for shopping with them.
It's a really simple process, all you have to do is:
Register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk
When you’re asked to choose your cause, select St.
Crispin's School Wokingham PTA.
It
couldn’t
be
easier!
Just
head
to
www.easyfundraising.org.uk to fundraise for the
PTA now. Already registered? Spread the word to
family and friends to let them know just how easy it
is!

£500 club

If you would like to join the £500
club for your chance to win £10£500, please click on the link
http://bit.ly/1qqz1wy Numbers
are drawn every month. The next
£500 draw is 20th November at
the St. Crispin’s Christmas
Market. It could be you – so try
How have we spent money this
your luck and join today!
term….
Winning numbers for May are:
The PTA donated £950 towards a new mixing desk £50 to #120, £15 to #193 and June: £25 to #98, £10
for the Performing Arts team. With the schools old to #23
system on the way out and the ever increasing
needs of our fabulous Music and Drama
PTA Welcome Evening
departments, the new mixer means that they will
On Thursday 25th September 2014 at 7pm, we shall
be able to handle a
be holding a welcome event for parents in the
greater number of
School Restaurant. Come along and join us for
sound sources (singers,
drinks and snacks, meet other parents and find out
instrumentalists, prewhat we do (you do not have to commit to anything
recorded tracks and
by just attending). We look forward to seeing you.
sound effects) through
the speakers.
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Year 7 News
In the stocks at Warwick Castle
This was one of my
favourite
trips
in
school. I give it 4 stars
(it would have been 5
if it wasn’t for the
creepy, but realistic mannequins).
In History at school we are learning about castles,
defending and attacking and this was the perfect
trip to make the topic more interesting.
My favourite part was the firing of the mighty
Trebuchet (see below) because I got to see how it

worked and how far the projectile went.
My least favourite part was the Kingmaker
exhibition because it had creepy mannequins!
We saw the peacock gardens at the entrance for
the castle courtyard. After that we watched the
Trebuchet Show. Then we finally got to the castle
and went up one of the round towers. I annoyed
some of the girls by dancing on the grate above
the murder holes!

We then went to
the gaol and saw a
model of a dead
man hanging in a
cage!
This was followed
by the Kingmaker
exhibition
(creepy!) and the
bird show where
we saw eagles and
vultures.
Finally
we
The Kingmaker exhibition
continued to the
keep where there were even more creepy figures.
After all this we bought some items from the gift
shop and departed in our coach to head home.
A great day was had by all.
Miles Hendry (7KSH)

Year 6 Induction Day
A few weeks ago some Year 7 students showed
around the new Year 6s. I really enjoyed doing this
because it reminded me of how nervous I was and
the school is so big compared to our primary
school. We had to tell them that once you get
started you will know where things are. All the Year
6s looked as if they are looking forward to St.
Crispin’s. We hope they will like our school.
Meghan McLeish (7LW)
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Year 8 News
A trip to the Black Country
On 8th May, 2014, Year 8 pupils were given the
opportunity to go on a fantastic history trip to The
Black Country Living Museum located in Dudley,
West Midlands.
The long 2½ hour journey was worth it and we
arrived at the museum at around 11:30am. We
then got off the coach and split into groups with
our own tour guide who showed us around for the
rest of the trip. Each group went off to do different
educational activities at different times to avoid
confusion. These were some of the activities that
we had an opportunity to do:

The underground mines, where we listened
to and watched interactive information
about life in the dark, cold mines of Dudley.

A boat trip through the Lord Ward’s Canal
Arm. It gave us a great experience and
opportunity for us to do “Legging”, which is
when you use your legs to push the boat
across the canal.

A walk through Old Birmingham Road,
which provided an insight of how life would
have been in Dudley in the Industrial
Revolution.

And finally the gathering at St. James’
School. Where we witnessed a show of our
Head of Year being punished for being a
naughty boy.
After 2 activities
we had the
chance to have a
break and taste
the amazing fish
& chips and
explore
Old
Birmingham
Road and visit
shops like the
bakery. We also
had the chance
to
visit
the
funfair
park
attraction which
provided great

entertainment for us as we rode the Super
Speedway at supersonic speeds. After lunch was
over we split up into our various different groups
for one last activity before we all gathered at St.
James’ School where we learnt some facts about
children who were able to go to school in the
Industrial Revolution and how they learnt to read
and write with hooks.
All in all, it was a fun and educational day out
thanks to Mr Morgan-Russell, the History
Department and other members of St. Crispin’s
school as well as the staff who work at the Black
Country Museum for teaching us about how things
were in Dudley during the Industrial Revolution.
Isaac Igbokwe-Aham (8PMO)
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Year 8 News
Delightful Dorset

The beautiful Lulworth Cove, Dorset

Lulworth Cove is a cove near the village of West
Lulworth, on the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
in Dorset, southern England.
The cove is one of the world's finest examples of
such a landform. It is close to the rock arch of
Durdle Door and other Jurassic Coast sites like stair
hole. The coast is a part of the Jurassic coast; it is
also a world heritage site. The site was formed
approximately 10,000 years ago by the power of
water.
This area of the Jurassic coast attracts
approximately 500,000 visitors every year. Each
year more than 200,000 walkers use the footpath
between Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door, making it
the busiest stretch in the south west. There are five
types of rock at Lulworth Cove - Portland, Chalk,
Purbeck, Greensand and Gault.
The cove was formed by a combination of erosional
processes by wave action and the processes of
weathering.
The Year 8 students went on the trip down to
Dorset on the Wednesday 2nd July. The trip took 4

hours to go there and back, and it was a very hot
day.
During the day students were asked to fill in a
booklet. We were also asked to do some geography
field sketches of the cove and stair hole.
For our second activity we went to five different
places at Lulworth and then we counted the
number of greenery, litter, derelict buildings, noise
and traffic.
The rangers on site gave the Year 8 students a tour
of Lulworth Cove and they showed us a clip of the
way the cove and stair hole was formed. Finally we
were asked to answer five questions about
Lulworth.
Zack Shephard (8HBE)
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Year 9 News
There is no ‘I’ in Team
On 20th June, Year 9 students went on a team building weekend
to Whitemoor Lakes activity centre. When we arrived we were
greeted by the friendly staff who showed us to our rooms. The
rooms were really nice and had good views of the lake.
The activities varied from archery to climbing, all were fun and
enjoyable. Our favourite activitiy was the zip wire. We liked it
because we were allowed to go upside down and when we
stopped, we had to abseil ourself down. As well as this I (Jack)
really enjoyed the fencing, this is because it was something I had
never done before and was even better beating most teachers
apart from Mr Morgan-Russell!
The food was very nice and there was a wide variety for everyone.
The social side of it was probably the best aspect as you got to
spend a whole weekend with your friends in a dorm.
Overall, the weekend was very enjoyable and I would certainly do
it again next year if there was the opportunity to do so.
Thank you to the teachers
Below, from left, R Matthew (9AMH), C Hickman
for organising and helping
(9CFL), N De Sousa (9AMH) and M Phiri (9AMH)
out on the weekend,
especially Ms Davies.
Jack Bennett (9RD) and
Matt Brady (9RWS)

Maths and ICT Day
Year 9 students have recently enjoyed a day of Maths and IT
activities and welcomed a group of engineers from Ringway, a
highway servicing company.
The prize winners of the day were:
Block Paving: (see below right from left) A Rose, L Price,
C Temmink, R Espiner, L Mildred, C
Hickman
Surveying: Juan Lopez, Josh Young,
Will Grieve, George Spooner, James
Fenton
Google Sketch Up: Niall Casserly,
Vicki Sayers, Catrin Rose, Ellie Harvey
Towers: Callum Green, Ben Jenkins,
Don Berisha, Jordan Golebiowski .
Well done to everyone who took part.
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Year 9 News
Mock Trial Finals
Mocktrial
was
an
amazing
experience and I definitely
underestimated how many great
memories would be made through
the competition. Even though it was a lot of extra
homework, it really paid off considering the
position we were placed out of an astonishing 350
schools. Not only was it educational regarding law,
it brought together some new friendships and
introduced me to a few people I’d never even
talked to beforehand. I'm really glad I signed up for
it, and was actually quite sad to have it end. During
the competition we got to meet magistrates,
lawyers and mayors which was absolutely terrifying
but a privilege and an honour – an opportunity I
would never have got before this competition. After
arguing the cases, I actually do have a firm grasp of
how the justice system
A Maddox 9RB
works and really want to go
forward with a law career.
The
thrill
of
crossexamination and winning all
three defence verdicts is
surprisingly very satisfying
even if it's an imaginary
case.
Both schools in the second
round were very well
prepared and it was a
On
Tuesday
1st July a
group of 17 students in Year 9 English were invited
to do a creative writing course with a published
author named Kit Berry. This allowed the students
to learn how to become an author and to help
them with their writing and how to improve it. As
well as this, the students learnt how important it
was to keep to word counts and wrote a story of
their own, to be published in a book.
The students were given the first book for free to
read and to be signed. They started off the creative
writing day by having a Q and A session about the
books with the writer. She also read a couple of
passages from her first book “Magus of

Creative writing day

tough competition. It was a complete shock to all of
us when we heard we had got to the finals – the
last 16 in the whole country. All of us screamed
with delight and amazement after receiving the
results. On the day of the final, we were all
genuinely very nervous especially when we realised
that we were up against the winners of the
competition from the previous two years! We
fought a great round and the Berkshire organiser
who came to support us, said that we were on par
with the winning team and as a bonus we managed
to get the defendant acquitted.
Even though we didn't secure first place, I feel like
it's taught me some important values and skills,
making me more confident with public speaking. I
think that the whole team were magnificent and it
was a first for St. Crispin’s actually getting to the
final as we were the only Berkshire school there. It
was truly an amazing experience that I will never
forget.
Zara Chen-Jarvis (9ND)
Stonewylde.”
It
followed on with an
hour of writing tips
that helped all the
students with the
story they were
going to create.
N Casserly (9AMH) and O Frewin A student on this course,
(9RWS)
Melody Johnson said, “It
was a great day and Kit
Berry made me gain confidence in long pieces of
writing.” All the students thoroughly enjoyed and
appreciated the experience a lot and it would be a
great course for Year 9s to take part in every year.
Patrick Riley & Melody Johnson (9ND)
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Year 10 News
On Wednesday 2nd
July Year 10 had an
Enterprise Day. On
this day we learnt
valuable skills that
could be applied in
a
work
place
environment.
During the day we
worked in teams
of five in order to
create an innovative product that fitted one of the
criteria. We had many tasks to complete, similar to
those a company would have to do if they created a
new product. Each team member had a different
responsibility during the day. There was an
opportunity to design and think creatively, a chance
to lead a team and many
more roles.
It was a good day in
order to learn skills
such as being a team
worker and independent
thinking that are highly
looked for when it
comes to getting a job.
We were very lucky to
get the help of many
apprenticeship students
to help us and teach us all about the world of
business. To end the day we had a team activity
were we had to build a trapezium out of bamboo
sticks. We worked in a team even though we were
not allowed to communicate verbally to complete
our task.
Esme Hession (10MHT)

Prefect Training Day

Thorpe Park

bigger! When we got off the ride we noticed that
the queues started to build up. We went on the
Slammer, Loggers Leap, Rush and Colossus. I
preferred the Slammer as I found it the most fun as
it goes upside down and your head goes close to
the floor face on!
The lecture we had was about marketing and
publicity stunts that they have done! Also they
wanted to see other things that we were interested
in to bring to Thorpe park!
Campbell Jordan (10LHS)

Enterprise Day

Our school went on a trip to
Thorpe Park for our Business
Studies course on Wednesday
9th July.
The park opened at 10am and we
entered the park and made our
way to the rides to see straight
away the queue was only a 10
minute wait as it normally is a lot

On 14th July the Head
Team and Prefects got to
visit Oakwood Youth
Challenge Centre, an
outdoor activity centre in
Wokingham, and take part in a whole range of
activities.
Students could try their hand at archery, high ropes,
kiwi swing and the Jacob’s ladder.
It was a very enjoyable day overall and great for
teambuilding. We solved problems together,
encouraged each other and some people even
managed to conquer their fear of heights. We’d
love to thank Miss Longhurst and Mr Blyth for
organising
and taking
us
there
along with
the
Oakwood
staff.
Clidna
Hennessy
(12ZP)
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Year 10 News
WEX week

During the week of
16th June, Year 10
St. Crispin’s students
were sent out into the big wide world to experience
life in the workplace. During Work Experience week
students were given placements at various
establishments to get a taster of life in different
professions.
E Haggitt (10AWS) (pictured right),
found herself based at Jo Wroe and
Co Solicitors. Her days were split
between spending time in court and
days in the office. In court she was
allowed to observe live cases with
the solicitors defending against the
prosecutors. She says “When I was based in the
office I could help look through the case files and
gather evidence for the cases they were handling.
However, the best bit was seeing the court live in
action. It was exciting and is something I definitely
want to do after I leave school.”
Abi Jennings (10HS) was placed at The Dragonfly

Café at Dinton Pastures, Winnersh. She spent her
days waiting on tables, washing up and restocking
drinks. She said “ It was hard work standing up on
your feet all day but the customers were all very
friendly. Apart from the lady who didn’t like her
cheese sandwich! I enjoyed the week though and it
is something that I would like to do again.”
P Knight (10JA) (pictured right with S Hamments
(10LHS) ) spent his week at the
Prudential offices in their catering
facility. His role was to help the
chefs in the kitchen prepare food
for Prudential staff in their
restaurant and deli-counter. “The
chefs were really welcoming and
friendly”, he said “I enjoy cooking at home and was
happy about the placement I got. I did get a blister
though from chopping up so many carrots!” Perry is
really happy that Prudential were so pleased with
his work that they are hoping to offer him a summer
job, which he will look forward to accepting.

National Grid visit

Robotic Challenge

A group of Year 10 and Year 12
students had the opportunity to visit
the National Grid on 24th June and
find out about career opportunities in Engineering.
The students also took part in a number of problem
solving activities including designing a wind farm for
the maximum profit!

On 10th July, after the Year 10
students had visited the National Grid,
three engineers came into school to
discuss the new robotic challenge.
Teachers and students were delighted to discover
that the National Grid have now agreed to sponsor
our robotic model, which cost £1000, and hope to
invest in a second model.
Congratulations!!

Below, C Breslin (10RME) and D Pizzey (10JA)

M Thairs (7JLY) and engineers showing the
robotic model
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Year 11 News
After weeks of preparation, the most
exciting day of the year arrived for Year
11 - Leavers Day. The day before,
students were allowed to sign farewell and good luck messages, amongst
other things, onto each others shirts. Leavers Day for students
traditionally represents their last ever full day at school before study
leave begins and the hard work for GCSEs continues. The day itself saw
students wearing incredible costumes ranging from Barbie, Batman, and
a zombie to a Peperami. The day concluded with Ms Rhodes handing out
the prizes for the best dressed (see below for winners).

Farewell Year 11

From top left, Ms Rhodes with overall winner S Dobson (11KG). Best group costumes, S Burrows
(11KW), G King, E Lucas (11KBR), E Avery, T Bradley (11KW), F Eastwell(11ABS). Mr Elward and Mr
Inns with GMay Willems (11KG) Far right, A Sheller (11ABS)

On Tuesday 1st July 2014 Year 11 celebrated all of their hard work with a
fantastic prom at Hilton St. Anne’s Manor. It was great to see so many
parents, siblings, teachers and friends come out to celebrate with Year 11
and watch them arrive in style! Despite the venue
being just down the road, there were some very
original and entertaining methods of transport: a
vintage bus, a horse box, very loud sports cars
and stylish limousines. However the award for
the most original transport, and the biggest
cheer, went to the boys who arrived in a tank!
Following their arrival, the students walked the
red carpet showing off some beautiful dresses,
very smart suits and some very, very smart
From left, S Boxley, B Harvey, P Boyle
tuxedoes. A professional photographer was on
and B Saunders.
hand to take a range of formal and more informal
shots to capture memories from the night. Students enjoyed a buffet and
danced the night away. A particular highlight of the night was
the giving of the awards: Robert Wallace was voted Prom King
and Sophie Burrows Prom Queen. Other awards included: Best
Bromance (Louis Barr and Dan Best), Most Likely to be Famous
(Georgia May Willems) and Most Likely to be a Millionaire
(James Bishop).
The Prom Committee’s hard work paid off and it was a great
night enjoyed by all who attended! A great way to send Year 11
off on to the next chapter of their lives.

Year 11 Prom
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Sixth Form News
On the 2nd July Elliot Newstead
universities to get a feel for what to
Trips Day
came in from the
expect.
University of Leicester
The most helpful element
to inform us about the
of the day was our
UCAS process, personal
personal statements. I
statements,
student
learnt that I had to be
finance and life at
organised, clear and
university. I felt that I
concise. I now know that
learnt a lot from trips
to ensure I have a good
day because I was unsure about the whole UCAS personal statement I should avoid cliché terms like,
application process before. I also did not know what “I am passionate about” and show real enthusiasm
to expect at university. Elliot explained to us what about my subject. I also know now that I must show
to expect, the teaching process (which includes how I am interested in the subject I want to apply
seminars and lectures), and the assessment process for, for instance getting some sort of work
and about what life at university would really be experience or doing extracurricular activities
like. I really liked the way Elliot showed a timeline outside of school.
which let you know when you had to meet Finally, at the end of the day we were given a site
deadlines for applying. This was particularly helpful called Unifrog which helped us find courses at
to me because neither of my parents had been to university. It also put together accommodation and
university therefore finding out how to apply and travel costs which in the long term can help me
what processes I need to follow was informative.
choose a university that is right for me. I have used
I also learnt that there are a variety of different it since to create a spread sheet to help me
courses available to me and I must make sure that I compare different universities offering my course.
know which course I really want to do before Unifrog has also allowed me to compare grade
applying because if I do not enjoy my course it requirements and the distance I would need to
would be unnecessary stress. Elliot also mentioned travel from home. Overall, I found the day very
helpful websites where I could get further informative and helpful. I now feel confident about
information and advice: Unistats and the what I would need to do to when writing a personal
thestudentroom.co.uk. He also urged that we statement and looking for a university.
should go to open days and start looking at Nisha Bhoja (12RI)
When I leave I would like to go
into an apprenticeship or work
full time. Last week on trips day
2nd July we had Elliot Newstead
from the University of Leicester
come in to tell us all about
university
and
personal
statements. He talked to us about
what to include and how to start
writing them. This really helped
me because I had no idea what to
write in a personal statement and
what the employer was looking
for. It also helped me realise that
if I was to change my mind about
apprenticeship and going into
work full time that going to

university could be an option for
me. Having Elliot come in helped
us all learn about getting into
university and finding the right
course for you.
I am now confident that I am
more knowledgeable about what I
need to do if I change my mind

after I leave the sixth form.
At the end of the day we were
given a website to look at called
Unifrog which was really helpful
both for people going to
university or those planning to
take an apprenticeship. Unifrog
allowed me to look at a variety of
apprenticeships
and
what
qualifications I need to get into
them. It also showed me where
the jobs are and how many miles
they are away from me so I know
in advance how far I have to
travel so I can start thinking about
cost.
Megan Jarvis (12ZP)
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Sixth Form News continued
Year 13 Leavers Day

Wednesday 7th May was no ordinary day in Wokingham. The
early morning streets were full of walking traffic cones, knives
Ist Prize - L Gannon (13DR), H Balshaw and
and forks, characters from movies and even some stubbly
T Wild (13LD) as characters from the film Up
princesses! It was of course Year 13s Leavers Day when pupils
go to a huge amount of effort to make their hand made
costumes ready for the annual judging. It was a last get together before
they embark on A-level study leave and venture out into the big wide
world.
The fun began in the Sixth Form Common Room with breakfast and
photo opportunities of the outfits. Soon after students made their way
down to the hall for the traditional costume parade where staff were
joined by Ms Rhodes to decide on the winners. L Gannon, H Balshaw
and T Wild won first prize for their characters from the film Up. Second
prize was awarded to B Webb for her original idea of the Girl with the
Pearl Earring, a painting by Johannes Vermeer. Third prize was received
by S Young for his outfit of a Viking.
After the prize giving the Head Team had their
own certificates to hand out including Most likely
to be Prime Minister and Biggest Party Animal!
2nd Prize - above, B Webb (13JBA) There were lots of emotions and tears for some
as the Girl with the Pearl Earring
who had know each other for many years and
were heading to university in different directions.
After the tears they enjoyed a BBQ and a fun
afternoon
on
the
3rd Prize, left - S Young inflatables.
(13LD) as a Viking
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Sport News
This year students
took part in Sports
Day over the course of 16th and 17th July, which
happened to be in the middle of a heat wave.
The first day saw pupils competing in field events
including javelin, discuss, shot put, long jump and
triple jump.
The second day began with the Race for Life event
(see page 6) and then continued into the afternoon
with the track events. The whole school gathered
under the burning sun to watch pupils brave the
heat and put all their effort into running for their
tutor group.
By mid afternoon the main winner was the sun and
everyone retreated back into school to cool down.
Winners and results will be announced during the
final assembly on Tuesday 22nd of July and a full list
of winners will be available to view on the website.

Sports Day

Below: R Romancio (CFL) and E Hales (8HBE)

Wokingham Athletics Championships

Roan Noone (7SPR)
Shot
Kareem Elsayed (7LW)
Long Jump
Toby McFadden (7LW)
75m
The athletics championships were held at Palmer Misela Panajotova (8EJA)
Javelin
Park in May where pupils competed against 10 Michael George (10LHS)
Long Jump
other schools.
Conor Breslin (10RME)
400m
Champions of the day were:
Matthew Chard (8RS)
Long Jump
As a result of these performances Kyle, Tom, Lulu,
Will Sumner (8EJ)
Shot
Lucie, Roan, Kareem, Toby, Michael & Conor were
Kyle Milton (8RS)
200m
selected for the Wokingham District team that
Tom Scott (10RME)
Shot
competed in the Berkshire Schools Championships.
Hannah McClay (11KW) & Laura King (12AME) were
Runners Up as follows:
also selected to compete in the 300m & discus and
Lulu Hart (7RAI)
High Jump
became Berkshire Champions as a result.
Lucie White (7JLY)
Javelin
A huge well done to all of those who competed!
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Sports News continued

Congratulations to E Bradley (8CY)
above, who captained the England
South West region U13 Ice Hockey
Team to victory at a tournament in
France.
Congratulations to Chris
Beswick and Callum
Jones (8RS) for their
recent Judo achievements.
Callum won in the Google Open
Championships and Chris has
won two silver and bronze
medals in recent regional
competitions.

C Rose (9AMH) represented
Great Britain for the first time in
the European Cup in Climbing
which was held in Austria in the
Spring.
In her age group there were 49
competitors from all over
Europe. She finished 17th overall
and placed 3rd out of the British
competitors, which is an
amazing achievement for her
first ever British competition
especially as she is the youngest
girl in the British team.

Well done to Esme Lower (12IN) in
synchronised swimming. In the
British Championships at Easter she
won two bronze medals in the solo
events and three bronze in the team
events. She is now training to
compete
in
the
European
Championships in Berlin in August.

Ewan Hendry (9AMH) has
recently completed a 3 day
cycle ride following Hadrian's
Wall. The trek was 178 miles in
total and Ewan completed this
with 6 other people, raising
£605 for St. Clare’s Hospice.

For the fourth From left, M Fry, B Kanwall and M Khan (8PMO) H Whitton, G Murphy
and K Murfitt (7PSH)
year in a row O Marlow and O Goodman (7PSH) were also part of the project but
St. Crispin’s
were unable to be there on judging day.
have won the Wokingham In
Bloom gardening competition! girls, assisted by
Competing against several Site Controller,
other local schools, including Banny
Shaw,
Westende and Luckley House, have
been
judges concluded that St. working
hard
Crispin’s was the overall tending to the
winner.
flowers,
Judges, Town Mayor Cllr vegetables and
Martin Bishop and Mayoress (their favourite) the chickens!

Gardening success

Yvonne Bishop, visited the Despite the rain the Mayor enjoyed his tour and
school and were shown round by keen Year 7 and 8 was presented with some freshly laid eggs on his
students who had been part of the project. The departure!

Autumn Term Dates:
Thursday 4th September—Friday 24th October
Half term - Monday 27th October—Friday 31st October
Monday 3rd November—Friday 19th December

