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Newsletter
Easter 2016
Headteacher’s letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
Once again we have had a very full and happy term.
It seems right to give this term’s letter the theme of
“thank you” as we have had much to be grateful for
as a school in recent weeks.

Update on our new Sixth Form block and
ASD unit “The Oaks” at St. Crispin’s
I am delighted to share that planning permission has been submitted for our new Sixth Form block with an
intention to begin building before the end of this academic year. Please see below the design of the
building. The cost of this build is such that it will be built over two phases and will be situated alongside,
and will look much like, our new Science block. The new building will open (subject to planning
permission) for September 2017.

I am

delighted to report our work on the
opening of an Autistic Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) provision called “The Oaks” is also
going very well. ASD is a developmental
condition where the young person has
specific challenges in communication and
social interaction. The condition makes
negotiating day to day life and learning
complex and as such, young people with an ASD diagnosis need a great deal of scaffold support to thrive in a
mainstream school.
As you may be aware for many years very similar specialist ASD provisions have been successfully
established in our close neighbour schools of Westcott Infants and Westende Juniors.
The last day of term is Thursday 24th March. Students will finish at 12.40pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm

Headteacher’s letter continued
Up until now
there has been
no such specialist
provision for ASD
students at a
secondary
school. We are
confident that it is better for students who are able
to progress to another mainstream supported
provision do so and feel St. Crispin’s has the
capacity and desire to do this (and do it really well!)
The unit at Westende School is called “The Acorns”
so our provision might be called “The Oaks” at St.
Crispin’s!
The Oaks is planned to be in place for September
2017 and would be situated, following a very
significant refurbishment, in our existing Sixth Form
area with its own bespoke entry and drop off point.
Five young people will join us each year and they
will enjoy a rich mix of mainstream and bespoke
provision for their education.

term in office. I am happy to share that this team
who have served the school so well are off to take up
a variety of wonderful opportunities. Our Head Girl
Sophie Ross will read “Population and Geography” at
Southampton University. Tariro Madzingira will go to
Nottingham for “Accounting” while our Head Boy Jon
Woodburn will study “History and Politics” at
Westminster and William Clayden travels to
Lancaster to read “Theoretical Physics with
Mathematics!”

Geoff Wilde, Chair of Governors Civic Award
Left;
Wokingham
Town
Mayor, Cllr
Philip Mirfin
presenting
Geoff with
his award

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics)

I was delighted earlier this term to offer on behalf of
the school to give the citation for our Chair of
I am delighted to report that we have been Governors’ civic award. The Civic Award recognizes
awarded a STEM Silver Certificate. The certificate is members of the Wokingham community serving as
in recognition of St. Crispin’s engagement with volunteers. Geoff‘s award was both in recognition for
STEM and how we are promoting these subjects via his work with the Citizens Advice Bureau and the
an Ambassadors programme.
many years of outstanding service to St. Crispin’s
In the summer term we are looking forward to School. Geoff Wilde steps down from his role as
running a special STEM week of events for all Year 8 Chair of Governors at the end of this year (although I
students.
am delighted to say he will remain as a governor).
His contribution to St. Crispin’s School cannot be
Head Boy and Head Girl team
underestimated, done in most part in the background
and unseen and I and others are so grateful for his
This term concludes with our announcing in the unstinting work.
whole school assembly the appointment of a new So I end this newsletter with the way I began by
Head boy and girl team. I am delighted to share the thanking students, staff, governors and families for a
appointment of James Boseley as our new Head happy, positive and purposeful term!
Boy, Rosie O’Riley as our new Head Girl and Edward I hope all have a very happy and restful Easter. All
Yeo and Caitlin Thornley as Deputy Head Boy and students return to school at 8.30am on
Girl respectively.
Monday 11th April.
This team follows our current team who deserve the Yours faithfully,
very highest praise and thanks for an outstanding Ginny Rhodes
@crispinsschool
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School news
Insight App

It is now a year since we introduced our new parent
portal, INSIGHT. Currently 86% of parents regularly
access the system. We are particularly pleased with
the uptake of parents viewing their son/daughter’s
tracking report as soon as it is becomes available.
Recently 95% of Year 10 parents viewed the report
online, 42% of these were before the end of the
school day. This move to electronic reporting has
been very successful in terms of quickness of delivery
to parents and also saving many sheets of paper and
envelopes over a school year!
The system is designed to be used regularly by
parents. If it is just used for checking tracking reports
once a term you may find that your password has
been hibernated. If this occurs please either use the
reset password option on the main login page or
email insight@crispins.co.uk and it will be reset for
you.
During January we introduced the INSIGHT App. In
the first three weeks of use there were 4813 logins to
the system and 892 of them via the App.
The App allows parents to gain a quick snapshot of
daily attendance and conduct as well as easy access
to termly tracking reports.
The App also makes reporting an absence from
school quick and easy from a phone or tablet and
eliminates the need to logon to a computer or make
a phone call. In the first month we have seen an
increase of absence messages via INSIGHT of 30%.
Many parents are also using the system to inform the
school of planned absences in the future where a
child may be in late or leaving early due to a medical
appointment.
We have received positive feedback from parents:

@crispinsschool
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“I like to be able to check conduct during the day. If
something negative has happened I can ask why and
if it is something positive I am able to say well done
as soon as my daughter comes in the door”.
“I am happy that I get to see my son’s report before
he does. I used to have to go searching in his school
bag for it!”
For further information on how to download the App
to your mobile device or other details on INSIGHT
please visit the Information for Parents section on
the school website: http://www.crispins.co.uk/
parents/ If you are experiencing any issues with
INSIGHT or need a password reminder please email
insight@crispins.co.uk
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School news
Orchestra selection
Emily St. Clair (7LDR) has been selected to play with
one of the world’s finest children’s orchestras, the
National Children’s Orchestras of Great Britain
(NCO). Emily auditioned in October and has been
selected to play with the Under 12s Orchestra
2016.
Emily, who has played the violin for 4 years, will
soon take her Grade 7 and has achieved a
distinction at every grade. She will take part in two
week-long courses which culminate in a
performance in Birmingham at the end of the
summer, as well as regional rehearsals.
Emily, who is thrilled about taking up her place with
the Orchestra, said: “I am looking forward to
performing with the NCO because I love playing my
violin. It will be wonderful to look around and know
that the 100 people I am with all share my love of
music.”
This year the NCO auditioned a record number of
applicants with over 1,130 talented youngsters,
aged from 7-13 years, trying for a coveted place in
one of their six age-banded orchestras - making
Emily’s place all the more special.
Being selected as a member of the NCO is a
fantastic accolade for a young musician and can lay
the foundations for a very successful music career.
Ex-NCO members include Robin Ticciati, the
Principal Conductor of the Scottish Chamber

Orchestra and Daniel
Harding,
Principal
Guest Conductor for
the
London
Symphony
Orchestra.
Her mother, Emma
Scammell, a pianist
and piano teacher,
said ‘It’s wonderful,
Emily deserves this
as she has worked so
hard. We enjoy
performing together
but
Emily
loves
orchestral
performance
with
like-minded
musicians of her age
too.’
Emily is due to
attend
the
first
course of the year
over
Easter
in
Shaftsbury, Dorset. This will comprise a week of
intensive, 6 hours a day rehearsal, culminating in a
performance.
We wish Emily all the very best of luck.

World Book Day

There was a ’Banned Books’ table showing books
that have been banned at some stage since being
published, for a surprising mad range of reasons.
This celebrated books that had so much to say when
people didn't want to hear
it.

The Library did a fantastic
job of promoting World
Book Day 2016.
There was a Character Trail
challenge where all staff
wore a badge of a book
character and pupils had
the task of finding as many
as they could throughout
the day. Milo Van Vilet (8MSA) was the overall
winner finding 40 characters in total.
Pupils also had a book art challenge where they
had to try and turn old and unwanted books into
something beautiful. Some of their creations can be
seen on the right.

School news
Since auditions in January,
save the estate.
Our
Summer production update
the cast of this year’s
Estate explores a diverse
whole
school
range of themes
musical,
‘Our
including
Estate’ have been
teenage
tirelessly
relationships,
rehearsing
to
social media and
bring the production
class. But as with
to life. However, for
all musicals, the
many of the cast the
true star of the
hard work began back
show is the music.
in September when
Our
Estate
writing workshops for
showcases
our
both the script and
students incredible
music began.
talents as singers
Our Estate follows the
songwriters
and
story of Jason, a
composers of fully
teenager, who has
orchestrated
grown
up
on
numbers.
an estate in the fictional town of Ashbeck.
‘Our Estate’ will be performed from Wednesday 6th
With the arrival of property developer ‘Derek July to Saturday 9th with tickets on sale from May
Dynamite’ and his precocious daughter, Tiggy, the 1st.
estate comes under threat of demolition. Jason has We look forward to seeing you there.
to help rally the support of friends and family to Miss Handyside (Acting Head of Drama)
On Tuesday 9th February I had
musical. This part finished
Learn
it
Live
the great pleasure of spending
with a lovely improvised
the day with a variety of
performance from the
GCSE music students that
people
who
were
attend
schools
around
showcasing Rag Desh from
Berkshire taking part in
Berkshire Maestros.
“Learn It Live”. It was
It was incredibly interesting
presented
by
Berkshire
to see how classical Indian
Maestros and the day was
instruments are played and
split into two parts, with
to hear them in person.
learning about Handel’s
In the afternoon I got the
Water Music Suite 2 and Rag
chance to collaborate with a
Desh in the morning and the
professional composer and
chance to compose with
compose and play, along
professional composers during the course of the with players from other schools in an ensemble. We
afternoon.
finished the day performing the different group
I started off the day by having the pleasure of compositions to each other.
listening to Handel's Suite No.2 played by the Overall it was an extraordinary day of making music
professional orchestra and then had an amazing and a day to remember. Thanks to Berkshire
interactive session with various parts of the Maestros and the teachers who made the day
orchestra which was conducted by Mr Newton.
possible.
In the second session of the day, I was taught a lot Matt Brady (11ETH) and Niall Casserly (11MHT)
about Rag Desh and the traditions of Indian classical

School news
German Exchange
On Thursday 10th December, a group of Year 9 and
10 students headed off early in the morning on the
12 hour coach journey to Erftstadt, Germany for a
week long exchange. Nervously, we got paired with
our German partner and began to get to know each
other whilst we spent the first night with our
partner’s families. On the Friday we spent a day in
Bonn whilst our partners were in school. Then we
spent the weekend with our families, who
organised activities for us to do such as going to
Phantasialand (the nearby theme park), shopping,
ice skating, bowling and many more fun things to
do. For the next week we went to Aachen, Kӧln and
Dusseldorf where we were able to use our German
speaking skills whilst making memories that will last
us a life time. As we went just before Christmas all
the towns had a Christmas market that we could
walk around and eat all the different foods that
they were selling.
It was an amazing experience and one that we will all recommend it to anyone in the younger years that
certainly remember for a long time. Despite it being studies German.
slightly awkward at first with our exchange partners Hannah Jeffery (10KMN)
we made friends really quickly. I would definitely

Sport Relief 2016
Pupils came to watch their
competitive teachers lose a nail
biting match against the Sixth
Formers.
Final result was Staff: 9—Sixth
form 13.

On Friday 18th March pupils took part in a Mufti
Day in order to raise money for Sport Relief. In
exchange for £1 pupils were asked to wear a sports
shirt of their favourite team.
A grand total of £919.38 was raised for the cause.
The highlight of the day however was a Staff versus
Sixth Form basketball match in the Sports Hall at
lunchtime.

School news
STEM recognition

Lego MindStorms workshop

The Key Stage 3 Robotics club has been
working hard in preparation for the Lego
MindStorms challenge in June. The
school won a bid to receive over £1000
pounds worth of equipment including
two robots. All members of the Robots club recently
visited the Big Bang Fair at the NEC Birmingham where
they took part in a Lego
MindStorms
workshop.
We are delighted to have been recently awarded (see below)
a STEM Engagement Silver Certificate 2015
by STEM SurreyBerkshire.
The certificate has been awarded to recognise the
efforts of St. Crispin's School in promoting
Science,
Technology,
Engineering
and
Mathematics among its students, through
engagement with the STEM Ambassador
programme.
STEM Ambassadors are volunteers with a
background or a career in the STEM industries
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) who
give up their time to share their enthusiasm for
the subjects and to open up a range of
possibilities and opportunities to young people.
Well done to all the staff who have been involved Robotics Club visit the NEC
in organising these activities.
The Key Stage 3 Robotics club had the opportunity to
visit The Big Bang Fair at the NEC in Birmingham on
Wednesday 16th March. The Big Bang brought alive
the science and maths the students learn in the
classroom, showing them real-life applications and
showcasing the career opportunities these subjects
open up through exciting and interactive activities.
With engineering companies projected to need
182,000 people with engineering skills each year, and
insufficient numbers coming through with the
appropriate skills and qualifications, The Big Bang Fair
was an opportunity to inspire our students to continue
with the subjects that are vital to jobs in engineering,
technology and science.

School news
On
15th
Autism Awareness week March, as
part of Autism Awareness Week, local volunteer
based organisation, Woofability, came into school to
talk about their training of assistance dogs for
disabled people and children with Autism and
Down’s Syndrome.
To a packed lecture theatre, founder Andy Clarke,
introduced one of the dogs, Bubba. Bubba showed
how after years of training he could help around the
house with chores such as emptying the washing
machine and answering the phone.
Studies show that 70-80,000 people in the UK could
benefit from using an assistance dog, of which 3,500
are within Woofability’s area of operation. It takes a
total of about two years to train a dog fully. Puppies
with the right temperament are selected at around
6 weeks old. Woofability is also part of a school
reading project where dogs go into primary schools
to sit with low ability readers who then read to the
dogs alone. Studies have shown that this increased
confidence at reading without being corrected can

Mock Trial success
On the 12th March
2016 twelve Year 9
students attended
Reading
Crown
Court in order to
take part in the
Mock
Trial
Competition. The
competition allows
students to take on a real court case taking on the
roles of lawyers, witnesses, legal advisors and
magistrates. The defendant was on trial for common
assault. Both teams did exceptionally well - one team
trying to convict the defendant and the other team
trying to get them acquitted. Both teams put up
fantastic performances. The prosecution team were
up first against St Joseph's Grammar School from
Slough. After a tense start our team successfully
managed to convict the defendant with some
brilliant performances from our lawyers and
witnesses. In the second round it was the turn of the
defence team who were up against Highdown School
in Reading. Again the whole team put on an
exceptional performances, with one of the judges

increase a child's
reading ability by
up to two years.
Speaker Katie, who has
a daughter with ASD,
explained how an
assistance dog had
changed their life.
Before her daughter
was unable to go out
and cope with the
sights and sounds of
everyday life. Now
their dog C.J senses
when she is stressed
and lies down. This
encourages
her
daughter to do the
same and she strokes
the dog until she is
calm .
If you would like to
learn more about the work Woofability do please visit
their website at www.woofability.com
commenting on how professionally our team
conducted themselves.
After the rounds it was a tense wait in the foyer of
the Crown Court, which is bestowed with so much
history and beauty. The Sheriff of Berkshire gave a
speech on the history of the legal system and the
grand buildings we were standing in. Finally, after
what seemed like forever, the time came for the
results to be announced. Only the top two schools
out of the nine schools competing would go
through...all of us were standing there with baited
breath as they announced third and fourth place.
When we heard St. Crispin's announced in second
place a loud cheer erupted from our corner. We were
through to the regional finals- It felt fantastic and we
were so proud of the whole team. This is only the
second time in St. Crispin's history that we have gone
through to the next stages of the competition. Well
done to the entire team - A Mitchely, R Jones, I
Dowling, O Myers, D Taylor, C Bevan, A Rajpaulsingh,
R Butterfield, L Hart, M Connor, A Patil and Ellie Wise.
Watch this space to see if we make it through to the
national finals! Mrs Sharma (Head of Media Studies)

School news
Biodiversity at St. Crispin’s
Someone in the Science Department
recently had the great idea to order
some free trees to help develop
Biodiversity around St. Crispin’s. That
same someone also thought that we
should get 400 trees! In March, staff and students
have been busy planting a range of tree species,
including Hawthorn, Rowan, Blackthorn, Silver Birch
and Hazel. All these species are great for encouraging
wildlife and over the next few years as they get
established, they will provide food for birds, insects
and maybe even the odd hedgehog! These packs
have kindly been donated by the Woodland Trust
that offers free tree packs for schools and local
communities. Two years ago, we received 100 trees
and these have now started to form a hedgerow near
science and this new set will form part of our plans
to develop biodiversity across the school. The new

Update on
Meir in
Kenya

batch will be planted in two areas, one as a
hedgerow and one as a stand of trees at the end of
the school field, maybe one day offering a shady area
for students to sit in the summer time. Later in the
year we hope to receive several packs of free wild
flower seeds (a runner up prize for our Polli:Nation
Biodiversity application) that will form an area highly
attractive to insects and finally we will be
establishing an area that will be left to grow wild.
Leaving grass to grow uncut has a massive impact on
local biodiversity, offering potential nesting and
feeding sites for birds and a home to insects.
All of these areas will be used by a range of groups of
students, from our Sixth Form studying Biology, to
our Year 8s who are currently taking part in a module
called the “Great Outdoors” that involves lots of field
work and environmental chemistry.
Dr Rose (Head of Biology)

School events
Aprica ski trip
The ski trip was so much fun. I learnt so many new
things. Thank you to all the teachers who gave me
this fantastic experience.
The hotel was great and we all loved the food. I had
never skied before this trip yet I ended up doing
better than I expected. Without my instructors I
would have got nowhere. They were so funny and
caring so thank you Matto and Luca!
We all enjoyed the evening activities which included
ice skating, bum boarding and lots of hot chocolate.
Yum! We also went to an awesome disco which we
all thought was phenomenal.
Matto gave lots of people in our group names that
had something to do with pasta so as a present we
decided to buy him lots and lots of pasta! He loved
it!
Thank you again to all the teachers who came on
the trip and a special thank you to Miss Hill who
organised the whole thing. I really enjoyed it.
Alice Meldrum (8ETA)

On the ski trip to Aprica, Italy we had a very, very
long 24 hour coach trip. On the Saturday we
stopped and had an amazing breakfast in
Switzerland. The Sunday was our first day skiing.

We were all excited to use our skills that we had
learnt at the John Nike ski slope. We had two
amazing instructors called Matto and Luca.
On the Monday night we had an amazing pizza at an
authentic Italian Pizzeria. The weather was great and
it seemed like we had gone to Aprica on the best
week of the year.
Sadly on the Monday Miss Rouse got a knee injury.
The following day we had our first evening activity
and it was ice-skating. Luckily I got a one to one iceskating lesson from Miss Rouse whose knee was
getting a bit better.
On Wednesday we went bum boarding and had
delicious hot chocolate.
Finally on the Thursday evening we went to an
amazing disco. Special thanks to Miss Hill for
organising the trip. Patrick Cruice (8NLI)

Year 7 news
Self esteem Focus Day
Our theme for Focus Day was selfesteem to help us build up
confidence for tough situations
that we will face throughout our
lives.
The day started off with an
amazing performance by a theatre
company which showed us how to
stand up to people and be
responsible. It was all about a boy
called Sam who was facing bullying by an older
pupil named Joe and how the surrounding people
reacted.
There was also another short story which involved
2 pupils (Reg & Lauren) who had to go along with
whatever the actors said, this showed us to take
responsibility and to not be afraid to stand up to
anyone.
Next my form headed off to the Lecture Theatre for
circle time. We exchanged feelings and experiences
of St. Crispin’s.
I found it really interesting listening to other
people’s point of view and how they take on
challenges which would probably come in handy for
the future.
Furthermore, our conversation carried on into
Period 3 which was all about reactions and facing
fears. We watched many videos and came up with
quotes to help with our self-esteem such as, always
staying positive and not to let people drag you
down. So if you thought negatively about a certain
situation you would have a low self-esteem
however if you tried to be more positive your selfesteem would increase, therefore decreasing
anxiety and depression by a substantial amount.
During Period 4 we had a talk from an outside
speaker who spoke to us about staying positive. In
this we looked at other people’s opinions of us and
how this can change their emotions.
We watched a video about a girl having a terrible
day and how she dealt with the problem. The
speaker explained that this could possibly happen
to us alongside giving us inspiring advice to help us.
The last lesson of the day was with Mrs De Rosa.

This time we wrote what makes up happy and what
doesn’t and picked a person to write something nice
about them.
Our Focus Day was so much fun with a serious
subject involved to help with everyday life.
Louise Butcher (7LDR)
On our Focus Day we did many exciting activities. First
we did an activity on coping with depression. This was
helpful but for some of us it brought back sad
memories. Though I found it interesting to find
different ways to cope, it was difficult to see my
friends around me sad. Another activity was a role
play from an acting group. This was funny but had a
lot of thought and reason behind it. Later on we sat in
a circle and told our peers something they might not
know about us. Personally this was my favourite part
because it was interesting to learn new things about
others and we had lots of fun! These were the most
enjoyable activities on our Focus Day. I would be very
happy to do them again.
Emily Legg (7GTR)
The Focus Day about resilience, self esteem and
safety was a fun day which I enjoyed. One of my
favourite sessions was how to keep safe if a fire
occurs and what to do if this happens. I liked it
because there was a lot of interesting stories and I
learnt many valuable lessons. Another activity I really
enjoyed was how to say no to drugs and smoking
because it was something that everyone could get
involved in. The main reason I liked it was because of
the real life stories. Overall it was a very productive
day.
Daniel Vartsaba (7GTR)

Year 7 news
Road Safety play
The Road Safety
show came to St.
Crispin’s one Friday
in February. The guest speakers first began by
talking about the case of a schoolboy who was
badly run over and later died. They acted out a
scene from what would have happened when he
was alive. The 3 actors then came out of character
and spoke to us about how dangerous and not
being safe on the roads can be. For example, there
may have been many times where children have
been killed crossing roads to get to school. They
ended by giving us a frightening statistic that by
the time we are 30, 1 in 30 people will have been
killed on the roads.
Dom Cutts, Emily St Clair, Sam Skeates (7LDR)

CLASP Learning
Disability workshop
The first thing we did was learn what a learning
disability was and what it meant to have one.
What it means is that when you were born with a
disability that could be something like struggling
to read or struggling with numbers. This is classed
as a learning disability and this means that this
person may need someone to help them with
certain things.
When I realised what a learning disability was my
feelings sort of changed because before I was
aware of the facts I thought some people might
just fake it to get more help. I realise now that I
was very wrong and I sympathise with people who
have these disabilities because they seem
different to others and might be misunderstood.
We also learnt about different ways that people
bully other children & adults with learning
disabilities. One of them was called ‘Mate Crime’
where you think you’ve made friends with others
but then they begin to be mean to you.
The other type of bullying was called ‘Hate Crime’.
It is similar to ‘Mate Crime’ but it is when you are
targeting someone because they are different

Wonder.land

On 31st January, a group from the Year 7 English
department bundled onto a coach and went to see
wonder.land at the National Theatre in London. It is
written by Damon Albarn, Moria Buffini and Rufus
Norris and is a modern version of Alice in
Wonderland.
A girl called Aly has found a virtual world online.
After being bullied at school, an online game lets Aly
be who she really wants to be and lets her escape
from the madness at home. Whilst online, Aly makes
some friends, including the Mad Hatter, the White
Rabbit and many more. As Aly tries to keep the real
world and her virtual world from mixing, things get
more curious and dangerous in many different ways.
I enjoyed the play because it was bright, colourful,
loud and exciting! This fun-filled, exciting play is
definitely one to see!
Joshua Hogan (7LDR)

from yourself.
My feelings about this are really strong and I just
want everyone with a learning disability to be
respected by everyone because they are still human
beings with feelings. Just because they are different
to others doesn’t mean that they should not be
respected in the same way as everyone else.
Elianna Thairs (7LDR)

Year 8 news
On 1st March 2016, Year 8
took part in a Focus Day
all about health and
fitness.

An apple a day….

The day was split into 3
parts; exercise with the
PE Department, healthy
eating
with
the
Technology Department
and a talk about staying
healthy
with
a
professional trainer from
the Virgin Active gym in
Wokingham.
The first bell rang & the
students went off to their
first activity. For the Y
band it was healthy
eating
with
the
Technology Department.
The pupils were given a
task of making a healthy
lunchbox including fruit and vegetables, protein, a
form of carbohydrate and a drink.
They also had the challenge of creating a name for
their lunchbox as well as a company name for that
product too. After an unexpected fire bell, the first
two hours just flew by and for most classes the
healthy lunchbox was a success.

the astro.
We took part in
multiple
bursts
of
exercise to see which
one raised our pulse
the most. We also
finished this activity
with a game involving a
ball, continuous passing
to other teams.

The last part of the
session was the bleep
test. This was to test
the students’ stamina.
To pass the test they
had to run from one
side of the sports hall
to the other before the
bleep got to level 3.
There
were
some
outstanding students
getting to level 8 and
even 9!
Overall the Focus Day was a success and the
children found it very interesting and amusing. Year
8 are now looking forward to their next Focus Day
at St. Crispin’s.
Sophie Akers (8ISM)

After break the students were joined together as a
year group to have a talk about healthy eating with
a personal trainer. He spoke to us about eating the
food we need rather than the food we want and
how much sugar is contained in our favourite
drinks. After seeing the results, the students were
shocked to see the order of the amount of sugar.

really enjoyed our Healthy Eating Focus Day. We
started the day with an assembly about what we
would be doing and then went on to do some
exercises in PE to get our heart rate going. We then
went to the astro to play small & quick games of
either handball or touch rugby. After this we did the
bleep test & I got 10.7 which I was very pleased with.
We then did some more exercises and reordered our
scores.

The fourth hour began and Y band were with the
PE department. This session was split into 3 parts;
circuit training, pulse raising and talking and the
bleep test. The circuit training involved lots of
different exercises to help with core and stamina.
These exercises included the plank, sit ups, push
ups, wall sit ups & more. We then rotated round to

The next session was a healthy eating talk and we
then went on to create our own lunchboxes. We
worked in groups for this task and the winners would
get a prize. Sadly my group didn’t win.
I really learnt the values of eating healthy and staying
fit.
Joshua Wenstrom (8NRO)

I

Year 8 news
An apple a day.. continued
On 1st March the form groups within Year 8 took
part in a day dedicated to health. As a school we
have officially become part of the ‘Fit To Study’
programme. We are part of the pilot test to see
how much exercise is best for our age group to
learn the best of our ability. In addition to the visit
by Oxford University, the Year 8s were given a talk
about the healthiest options for drinks as well as
the better choices for food.
It was a very enjoyable day where the students
involved learnt the benefits of healthy eating.
Charlotte Stokes (8NRO)
On Tuesday 1st March, Year 8 had a Focus Day on
healthy living. Since the start of the academic
year, St. Crispin’s has been part of the ‘Fit to
Study’ research programme which looks at if you
perform better in school if you are fitter. For two
lessons we took part in this research. We later
received a talk from Virgin Active about sugar and

healthy eating which had some shocking facts. To
round the day off we had to design a healthy
lunch for children. The day was great fun.
Declan Healy (8NRO)

Fit to Study

As part of the Fit to Study project, which is being
run by a group of scientists from Oxford University,
Year 8 students were involved in some further data
collection during the Healthy Lifestyles day on
Tuesday 1st March. They all completed a Multi Stage
fitness test (bleep test) to measure their current
fitness levels and were introduced to a warm up
that can be used to raise their intensity levels and
help them prepare for all sporting activities. The
test will be redone towards the end of the year to

see what improvements have been made as a result
of increasing exercise intensity in lessons. Pupils will
also be carrying out a series of on online tasks to
help make links between physical activity &
academic study.
The aim of the study is to determine whether the
type of physical activity that students undertake in
their PE lessons affects their performance in the
classroom
Mr Nelson (Head of PE)

Year 9 news
Who wants to be an author?

On 24th February, local author Jessica Meats, gave a
talk to Year 9 about her career so far as a Sci-Fi
author and explained what inspired her to write her
books.
Jess took a degree in Mathematics and Computer
Science and now has a full time job at Microsoft as
a technology specialist. She has drawn on her
experiences of technology and a martial arts
student to create a unique and interesting fictional
community of combat experts and computer geeks.
To date, Jess has written five fictional books;
Omega Rising, Between Yesterdays, Child of the
Hive, Traitor in the Tower and Shadows of
Tomorrow.
She began the talk by explaining how she goes
about starting to write a book. She would normally
have a vague notion in her head so follows this line
of thought despite not knowing exactly where the
story is heading. Not only does this keep the reader
interested in the story but it also helps her to keep
interested too. It helps keeps the excitement and
adds to the unpredictable twist.
Year 9 pupils also got an insight into where she gets
her ideas from. She explained that she normally
starts with a simple idea, something that is quite
small and she never claims to have the plot to the
perfect novel in her head when she begins to write.
Jess stated that simple ideas can be great stories
and the ideas need not be unique. The ideas can be
similar to ideas in other books already written but
the characters that you create, the plot and the
details can be made very different when you put
your own twist on it.

After reading some
extracts from her books
she
spent
time
explaining the process
behind getting a book
published
and
the
frustrations that go with
this.
She explained that the
biggest challenge was
not writing the book but
actually
getting
it
published.
After writing her first
book she had numerous
rejections which were very disheartening and she
needed to have a very thick skin to keep the process
going.
At the end of the talk she answered questions for the
pupils themselves. Sam in Year 10 asked “If you are
not a full time writer and have a full time job, what
keeps you writing?” Jess explained that writing is
almost an addiction. She enjoys doing something
creative and something different to what she does
during the day. It is a powerful drive that keeps her
going.
Sam in Year 8 asked “Why did she choose Sci-Fi as a
genre?” Jess replied that she ended up writing the
kind of books that she liked to read and that she
enjoyed exploring the ‘what ifs’ in life.
The afternoon was rounded off by pupils looking
through Jessica’s books and having the opportunity
to ask her further questions.
Many thanks to Jessica for visiting us.

Year 9 news
Bovington Tank Museum
Year 9s trips day was to
Bovington Tank Museum. The
journey to the museum was
perfect and there wasn’t many
delays. When we arrived at
Bovington we immediately
started our tour.
We entered a huge room filled
with too many tanks to count,
it was brilliant. In that room
was the pride and joy of the
museum, a Tiger 131. This is
one of a handful of the Tiger
131s that still
work.
Unfortunately
they
do
not
always start it up,
in fact they only
do it when there
is
a
special
exhibition. After
we had spent
some time looking
at
numerous
wonderful tanks,
we moved into a
different room. In
this room we had
our picture taken
as a group next to
a much more
modern tank, this
is where we had a
look at the tanks
of the Afghanistan
war, and some of
the injuries tank
crews faced. We
got to dress up in
military gear and
clothing as well! After that we had a guided tour by
a member of staff through enlisting and the
trenches of WW1. I learnt that you had to be at

least 5 foot 3 to be able to join,
that’s very small! After that we
stopped for lunch.
After lunch we went to a war
horse exhibition and we learnt
all about how horses were kept
and used. The museum
conveyed this by using model
horses which had speakers on
them.
We also went inside a World
War 1 tank and had a volunteer
explain what it was like and how
they did certain stuff.
This was my highlight
of the trip as it felt
personal, we were in
groups of 5 for the
activity.
It was also good
because the man was
very passionate and it
really came out
when he was talking
to us. After that we
had our final activity,
Evolution of tanks.
We started with Little
Willie and ended with
tanks that could go
underwater!
It was very interesting
how different nations
saw tanks differently.
And
how
some
nations utilised them
a lot more.
We also saw that they
made boats driveable
in water for D-Day.
All in all this was fun
and interesting and I hope to return soon with
family!
Robert Butterfield (9JLY) and Yeukai Gore (9RAI)

Year 10 news
Gifted and Talented top university workshop
The day at Wellington College was split into two
one hour workshops, one from whatuni.com and
one from a Cambridge University graduate.
The whatuni.com talk was aimed at knowing what
to expect when they go to university and looking at
potential courses. The students used the website
where they looked up different courses in the topic
area they were looking for, as well as finding out
what sort of A-Levels they would need to take to
get on this course in the future. If the students
weren’t sure what course they wanted to do, they
had a chance to look at the different blogs and
articles in subjects they are interested in to see if
this was the route they’d like to go down.
The second talk was from Lucy Parsons, a
Cambridge University graduate; this talk was on
what the students would need to do to get the top
grades to enable them to get into the university of

their choice. This was
split
into
three
sections, Organisation,
Motivation
and
Learning, where Lucy
gave some very good
tips on what the
students could do to
help achieve the top grades. Some of the tips that
were given were; at the end of the day to re-read
through their notes from the day; tips to identifying
the learning method that works best for them and
tips for changing distractions into rewards.
It was a fantastic day that gave the students a great
opportunity to look in more detail at what they
would need to do to get into a top university in the
future.
Mr Lowery (Gifted and Talented Leader)

Enterprise Day
the next few years and so I think
that the early insight is going to
be invaluable.
Sam Anderson-Peled (10HBE)

On 1st March, we had a whole-year business theme
day. We were all invited to come in to school in
‘business clothes’ – suits, ties, pencil skirts and
blouses. Once arranged into our pre-set groups for
the day, the activities for the day began.
Throughout the day, we attempted team challenges
in a race for points, analysed example job
applications to see what made you stand out to a
potential employer and learnt about some of the
underlying concepts and reasons behind complex
yet fundamental political issues such as budgeting,
national debt and tax. Personally, I think that
looking at the job applications was the most useful
as it allowed us to see what we would need to do
(and need NOT to do) when applying for a job. As
students, we will all be applying for our first job in

I found enterprise day inspiring,
It helped me understand about
the certain aspects that each
company want in an employee.
The activities were very
interactive and helped me work in a group with
others who I didn't know. Overall it helped prepare
me for future life.
Katherine Phillips (10HBE)

Year 11 news
Photography trip
On 1st of March, Year 12 got the
opportunity to go into London and
explore two different museums to gain
ideas and inspirations. This helped us
with
our
understanding
of
photography, whilst at the same time
widening our knowledge for our
personal projects.
The first place we visited was called ‘The
Photographer’s Gallery.’ This gallery is rather small
in comparison to others around London; however, it
certainly had an effect on our ideas for later work.
Inside, it was enchanting: every photographer’s
dream.
On the top floor there were photographs hanging in
frames on the plain walls, taking up a fair amount of
space. Small pieces of art in glass cases captured
beautiful colours, inspiring us for our next shoot.
The floor after that had an interesting and unique
feel to it. Projectors were scattered around the
centre of the room and various old photos were
available to look at on the white walls, covering
them in darkness. It gave off a rather eerie vibe, but
it was amazing to see something so unique and

strange in front of your eyes. The last floor was
much like the top floor, but it included a lovely
sitting area to discuss and write down our ideas. In
this room, they had used an entire wall for one
photograph, where red paint helped to complement
the grey colours captured on the image.
The next gallery we visited was the V&A (The Victoria
and Albert Museum). As this wasn’t a specialist
gallery, we were able to gather many more ideas and
take photos of what we thought might help to
strengthen our projects. One room which we were
very inspired by was full of sculptures. Most of the
group I was in are currently looking at portraiture and
human traits, so it was great to see sculptures with
different expressions and body movements that we
could take into consideration later on.
Charlotte Rose (12JBA)

UK Maths Challenge
On 17th March, St. Crispin’s pupils took part in this
year’s UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge,
achieving 2 golds, 16 silvers and 9 bronzes.
Over 200,000 pupils from across the UK sat the
challenge and, nationally, the top 6% were awarded
a gold certificate, the next 13% silver and the next
1% bronze.
The top 10,000 students got through to a multiplechoice world-wide Kangaroo second round. Students
from St. Crispin’s included Dominic Kelsey and Sam
Anderson-Peled in Year 10 and Katie Murfitt in Year
9. They will receive their certificates in the end of
term celebration assemblies. Well done to all who
took part.
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Year 11 news
Tassomai Science Revision programme
Science have recently seen the launch of an exciting
new revision tool that has seen a massive increase in
motivation and attitude to revision by Year 10 and
11. In fact, it has become a bit of a competition
between students to see who can make the most
progress through their online courses. Tassomai is
very simple, but builds on established psychology of
learning, which is that repeatedly revisiting areas of
weakness and testing yourself on them, leads to
retention of information. Simply, students are given
a series of multiple choice questions based on a topic
that matches their weaknesses. However, Tassomai
learns students’ weaknesses and brings these topics
up at a higher frequency. Those students who are
the most successful are revising for just 10 minutes

Year 11 Prom
Thursday 30th June

every day, however the key goal is to get your
progress bar to turn all blue, that means you are due
to complete the course before the day of the exam.
We have had such a positive response by Year 11,
that we have rolled the software out to Year 10.
There is clearly a competitive streak in Year 10,
because despite starting two weeks later, they are
starting to catch Year 11! The top 20 spots are still
occupied by Year 11, but year 10 are catching you up!
With GCSEs fast approaching, please speak to your
child about their progress and help encourage them
to do 10 minutes work every day. If you have any
questions about the use of Tassomai, please contact
Dr Rose. (Head of Biology)

Trunkwell House, Reading
DJ, buffet food, soft drink on arrival, photographers,
Tickets are now available priced at £32 which can be
purchased online. Full payment must be received by Friday 22nd
April.
Tickets will not be distributed, security at the venue will have a guest
list of names. Once payment is made, refunds cannot be given.
The timings for the evening are as follows:
7pm – 7.45pm Carriages arrive
10.30pm Festivities end – all collections by 10.45pm
For queries please see Mrs Fosker. Full details on the website.

Head Team Times
Welcome to our regular feature
Assistant Head
Interviews

Head Team Class of 2015

take away from our
assemblies,
is
the
realisation that what
we may take for
granted here in the UK
is what many people in
Syria have lost and are
actively seeking.

As students we had an
active role in the selection
process of the new
Assistant Head. This was a
great opportunity to voice
our opinions as students
of the school. Selected
Charity
students from each year
group were chosen to
accompany us in leading a
The student council
series of mini interviews
alongside our charity
with the 12 candidates.
committee
Conducting
these
representatives, Ellen
interviews was a great
Lucas and Will Robson,
chance for the students to
believed
it
was
discuss questions which
important to raise
they felt best reflected
awareness of health
the role of Assistant Head
issues focusing on
at St. Crispin’s. By asking
cancer. From this they
questions such as “what
organised a Cancer
strategies would you use From left to right: W Clayden, S Ross, Miss Longhurst, Awareness Day on
to tackle low level
Friday 11th March to
J Woodburn, T Madzingira
disruption in the school?”
educate students on
It really gave the younger students a rare insight the formation of cancer, symptoms and the
into how schools are often run.
progression in finding cures. Using the presentation
created by the committee, students were able to
Current Affairs Assemblies
discuss the material during tutor periods thus
spreading awareness of illness and how STEM
Before we leave this spring, we wanted to subjects can help tackle health issues.
collaborate as a team for the final time. We decided For Sports Relief on Friday 18th March there was a
to take on extra responsibility by delivering an mufti day; with a twist! Students were encouraged to
informative assembly aimed at Years 7-11. We wear a sporting top - with sports from football to
decided to make it topical, choosing to inform rugby all equally represented. The bountiful selection
students on the Syrian war thus showing the of tops was evident as students flocked to watch the
importance of current affairs and how they impact game of the year... An intensely competitive Sixth
both the world and the way we live. The focus of Form vs Staff basketball game, where sporting talent
our assembly was to highlight the value of (or the lack of!) was exhibited in the name of Sport
education and safety through explaining stories of Relief.
Syrian refugees. What we wanted the students to
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Head Team Times
summer it will launch and I am so proud of my
team!!
J Woodburn (13ABS)

Welfare Committee

I’ve really enjoyed working with the Welfare
Project Committee
Committee this year, they’ve all been very hard
working and were key to the success this year! The
main focus of this year has been the planning and
opening of the new club - ‘The Hive’. The Hive Having taken an idea that hadn’t been done in
started in January and is run on Monday previous years we looked at making knowledge
lunchtimes as an alternative space for Year 7s and about personal finance more readily available to
8s have been there to support any students who students in Year 10. The aim of this was to provide
require some guidance or need someone to share information that is often not given out by schools
concerns with. The club has grown in popularity to prepare people for the wider world and later
and we see many happy faces returning each life!
Monday.
W Clayden (13ABS)
S Ross (13NH)

Conclusion #greattime

Media Committee
It has been amazing to work with the School
council Media committee to create a page where
students can share their work and achievements.
Collaborating with the committee enabled us to
diversify
our
school
Instagram
page
(@crispinsschool) in order to appeal to all year
groups. Currently, the page has updates on recent
news, activities, study tips and more.
As the school introduces even greater
opportunities for us as students, I hope we can
continue to connect with our peers through
various platforms. Through this, we are able to
celebrate the copious amount of talent and success
seen every day here at St Crispin's.
T Madzingira (13ABS)

Being a part of the Head Team has been the best
way to conclude our time here at St. Crispin’s. Not
only have we had the opportunity to gain further
insight into the school, we have grown as individuals
both in confidence and maturity.
Seeing the school develop during our tenure has
been a privilege and we cannot wait to see this
community we call Crispin’s flourish in the future.
The Head Team Class of 2015

Healthwatch Committee
The main focus of this year was to launch an app
which focuses on the health and mental issues
affecting young people in Wokingham. My
committee has worked closely with Healthwatch
Wokingham and has spoken to a developer in India
and had important input in the app’s creation. This
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Head Team Times
After a tense couple of weeks preparing their applications, delivering their speeches in the hustings and
assemblies to the school, the Head Team for 2016-2017 is finally announced. Well done to all involved.

Head Boy - J Boseley

Head Girl– R O’Riley

St Crispin’s is a school I am proud to be a part of. I
want to give something back to the community that
has helped shape me into the person I am today.
‘Head Boy’ is a title I’m honoured to take on but
wish to become more than just a name on a board.
My aim is to help every pupil take a more positive
attitude towards school. Progressing through the
years of St Crispin’s can be tough, yet if everyone
feels valued within the school
community and can discover
and
develop
individual
passions, we can change this
mindset. I am looking
forward to working with
other year groups alongside
the head team to make small
changes that will make big
differences across the school.

Looking back on my time at St Crispin’s, I would never
think I’d have the confidence to be in the position I
am now.
However, I couldn’t have done it without the
invaluable support and guidance of the teachers here.
The “excellence for all” environment has provided me
with countless opportunities to improve so many vital
skills; thus I feel it only more than necessary to give
back to the community who gave
me pushes in all the right
directions.
With that being said, I can’t wait
for it to be my turn to influence
others and fulfil the role of Head
Girl as best as the previous team
have done!

Deputy Head Boy - E Yeo

Deputy Head Girl - C Thornley

I have been at St Crispin’s since
day one in Year 7. It is a great
honour to be in the Head Team
and I would have never have
thought that I would be Deputy
Head Boy a few years ago. I
believe that this is one of the
greatest achievements that I
have made so far in my life and I’m incredibly
proud of myself for being able to make a change
within the school. I am looking forward to the year
ahead of me and I am looking forward to working
along side the SLT and school council to make a
change. This year will be a great year for the school
as well as the new Head Team.

When I started St Crispin's 6th
Form in September after studying
at the Holt for 5 years I can honestly say I would never have imagined myself in the place I am now:
full of new-found confidence and
standing as this school's new Deputy Head Girl! It really is an honour to be able to represent a
school that has not only welcomed me kindly, but
pushed me to become a better version of myself and
achieve new and amazing things. I now truly believe
as though I have been a part of this school for years
and I am so excited to be able to start to counsel other students who start new to St Crispin's so that they
can settle in quickly and comfortably. I cannot wait for
the year to come and for the opportunity to help and
support the school alongside the rest of our brilliant
new Head Team!
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Head Team Times
Letter from the Head Team Class of 2016
St. Crispin’s is excited to welcome the new Head valuable skills such as: having to work under
Team who are bursting with excitement for their pressure, improving our communication and also
richly deserved roles. Congratulations!
confidence in front of an audience. Thanks to this,
As a group, it’s safe to say we loved taking
we are keen and prepared to work hard in order to
part in the Head Team
be an excellent Head
hustings.
Team!
We are so
From left to right: C Thornley, J Boseley,
Although
it
was
excited
and
humbled
R O’Riley, E Yeo
daunting and took a lot
to
have
the
of courage to deliver
opportunity
to
speeches in front of our
represent the school in
peers and the school, it
the upcoming year.
definitely developed our
public speaking abilities.
The Head Team Class of
Although we felt the
2016-17
process was challenging
and required hard work,
we
all
remained
supportive and helpful
to
one
another
throughout,
thus
enabling us to bond as a
team. Applying for the
role taught us some very

Important dates for next term
Wednesday 30th March—Sunday 3rd April—Netball

Monday 27th - Tuesday 28th June—Year 12

Tour/Paris

Induction

Monday 11th April—Start of Summer term

Wednesday 29th June—Trips Day

Saturday 23rd April—PTA Comedy Night

Thursday 30th June –Year 11 Prom

Monday 16th May—GCSE/A level exams commence

Friday 1st—Sunday 3rd July—Year 10 Slapton Ley

Wednesday 8th June—Year 10 Slapton Ley Parents

trip

Meeting—5.30pm

Thursday 14th July—Presentation Evening

Friday 24th June—Sunday 26th June—Year 7

Tuesday 19th July—End of term

Teambuilding trip
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Sixth Form news
The Hustings

UK University Search Fair

students gathered in the
lecture theatre to hear
from the last four
candidates. Each of the
girls spoke with great
confidence and showed
immense passion for the
role they wished to fill. A
hint of nerves were visible
but it’s not exactly easy
presenting to a large
crowd
of
people,
especially your peers!
Members of staff handed out slips of paper and each
student was given the opportunity to vote for two
potential candidates for the roles of Head Girl and
Head Boy. The votes were to be counted at the end
of the school day. The top two boys and top two girls
with the highest votes were then to be given the task
of preparing and presenting an assembly to the lower
school. From there the potential Head Girl/Head Boy
was to be chosen.
Tough is one word I would use to describe this
process; nevertheless, all participants did extremely
well and showed their true qualities. So good luck to
them all and hopefully we shall all be finding out who
our Head Girl/Boy will be, very soon.
Sarandeep Gill (12JBA)

On Friday
5th February
Year
12
embarked
on a trip to the Emirates stadium, London, to
attend a university fair. While the journey there
may have been long, it was well worth the wait.
Once we arrived we were overwhelmed with a
wealth of variety and choice in terms of university
stands to go to. A huge range of universities from
Greenwich to Southampton were ready and waiting
to answer any questions students had about
universities specifically and in general. I personally
visited more than 10 of these stalls, all of which
were polite and surprisingly very honest with me. If
they believed their university didn’t supply the

required equipment or was simply not offering the
course at the same quality level as another
university, they told me straight away. This was a
general theme that ran through the entire day,
honesty and telling students how it is. This was
somewhat refreshing from the sugar coating most
university websites make about their own courses
to entice enrolment. It was nice to know who really
was offering me the best value for the course.
Furthermore the day was littered with talks about
finance and more. This further helped clarify what
university life was like and how it is more
affordable than most people think! All in all the day
may have been long but was well worth the visit,
even if the stadium was for a terrible football team!
Michael George (12ABN)

At 8:30 am Sixth Form students clambered into the
hall, patiently anticipating the speeches.
The atmosphere was quite intense as the first
candidate took to the front. Each student was
intently listening to what the candidates had to
offer. The first four speeches went by quickly; they
had all prepared excellently. Unfortunately, the
trilling sound of the bell indicated that the
speeches would have to come to a halt. The
remaining four candidates were scheduled to
present their speeches
at the start of lunch.
The first four were
lucky enough to get it
out of the way, whilst
the remaining four had
a few hours of waiting
before they could get
their speeches out
there and win over the
votes of their fellow
classmates.
At lunch, all Sixth Form
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Sixth Form news
With the USA’s election looming, the University of
Reading hosted the Congress to Campus event. This
is when ex-American congressmen come to schools
and universities and talk about the American
political system.
This gave Year 12 students studying history the
opportunity to meet and talk to some American
congressmen. This time the congressmen were Ken
Kramer and Lenny La Rocco.
The day started at ten in the morning with
introductions to both congressmen and the
proceedings of the day led by the University’s head
of History. The first part of the lecture was about
democratic institutions, and was led by Dr Nigel
Bowles, who asked the congressmen “What do the
students need to know about the American
congressmen?” Congressman Kramer replied that
the staff of congress are overlooked, even though
they write most of the legislation.
After questions from the floor, there was a
refreshment break where tea and biscuits were
offered. After the break we discussed the current

Campus to Congress
presidential race and, as before,
the congressmen gave their
views on the matter. This,
however, turned into an
aggressive debate, which was
sadly cut short due to lunch!
Every student was provided with a voucher for lunch.
Once getting back to the lecture, we discussed the
21st century presidency, in a debate conducted by
Professor Iwan Morgan, who claimed that the media
don’t give a realistic coverage of the presidency and
the presidential race.
The congressmen then had their say on Morgan’s
views and the floor was opened to questions such as,
“What do you think of being a congressmen?”
Kramer answered that “being a congressman was not
a job, but a life style.” The day ended with some final
words and questions and that was that: a very
interesting day indeed.
Matt Cowley (12KSU)

which was perfect as I could fit it alongside A-level
work and my internship. When looking at what
At the start of the year, MOOC to pick, I deliberately chose one related to
the
“Aim
Higher” psychology as it really interests me and is something
group
were I want to pursue in the future.
encouraged to try out I found the MOOC related to things I had learnt in
a MOOC. To begin class and was much more in-depth than psychology
with, I had no clue at A-level. For example, the textbook talks about
what MOOC even Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs but doesn’t mention
stood
for,
but the terms ‘deficit needs’ and ‘being needs’ whereas
discovered it stands for the MOOC explained both and related them to
“massive open online educational situations. I also found it useful at
course”. They are usually free but a lot of websites refreshing information I had already learnt. The first
have the option to pay for certificates. Some topic in psychology at A-level is about behaviourism
MOOCs have set lessons a week and hours you and so was the first module on the MOOC. This
have to complete, where as others are more open meant I could revise what I already knew while
so you can work on it when you have some spare learning some more challenging information.
time. There are millions of MOOCs out there Overall, I am very glad that I completed the MOOC in
ranging from forensic science to the art of educational psychology. I would definitely encourage
photography or, the one I chose, educational anyone contemplating a MOOC to go for it as there
psychology.
are courses for all ages and interests.
The MOOC had no set hours or dates restricting me Hannah Leech (12KSU)

Aim Higher
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Sixth Form news
Whilst the rest of the
compiles
data
from
Ace
Your
Exams
Day
school was either off on
universities
and
school trips or taking part in focus days around the apprenticeships from across the country and
school, Year 12 could be found in the lecture theatre suggests different courses based on areas of study,
attending a seminar on how to ‘ace our exams’. This interests and predicted grades.
seminar focused on different methods and tactics The suggested courses were grouped into three
for revision and allowed many of us to expand our categories: aspirational, solid and safe. Aspirational
arsenal of study skills.
courses have entry requirements just above our
The study tactics and methods had been identified predicted grades. Solid courses have entry
amongst top students from across the globe and requirements that meet our predictions, and safe
included the use of mnemonics, visualisations and courses have entry requirements slightly below.
even turning subject material into songs. Many The programme also featured different tools that
students also discovered what type of learner they allowed us to filter results based on criteria such as:
were, visual, auditory or kinaesthetic (I am an research quality, distance from home, student
auditory learner) and discovered ideas on how to satisfaction and night life.
play to our learning strengths.
Many of us came away from the afternoon with a
One of the most helpful sections of the seminar was much larger picture of the diversity of courses
the fact that our revision was given a time scale. offered. Until using the programme, I did not realise
Before sitting an exam, students are recommended the variety of different courses in my prospective
to spend any number of weeks finishing notes, one area of study, Biology, and just how many universities
week learning notes, and two weeks continuously offer it. I left with a long list of potential universities
applying knowledge to past papers. I personally and my collection of prospectuses continues to grow
learned that I have been spending too long simply as a result.
making and learning notes, and not enough time Overall the day proved incredibly beneficial to both
applying myself to past papers.
our studies at St. Crispin’s and our potential studies
Come the afternoon, the focus shifted to our futures or careers beyond.
beyond the exam hall. We were all introduced into a Ben White (12RWS)
programme called ‘Uni-Frog’. The programme

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sixth Form news
Adventures in the mountains of Gredos

Monday 29th February, 2016, 18 A Level
Geography students jumped from their beds at 3am
to catch a plane to Gredos in Spain. As they arrived
they were greeted by two feet of untouched snow
which, naturally, was immediately rearranged into a
snowman.
Armed with ranging poles and waders they set off
on their first day to a local river to practise taking
measurements before travelling to the Tormes River
to answer the question: Does the river Tormes show
selective characteristics of the Bradshaw model?
Using equipment they had been given, the group
measured width, depth, velocity, and sediment size
of the river at different intervals to compare the
Tormes to the Bradshaw model. Our students found
this fun yet challenging, and, of course, the day
didn’t end before several people managed to fall in!
On

Poetry by Heart

Josie
Wright
(12KSU)
was
recently chosen
as a finalist for
the
2015-16
Poetry By Heart
competition which is open for students in Years

The next few days were met with more river studies
and a further understanding on how the Bradshaw
model affects the width, depth, velocity, and
sediment size of the river as you travel downstream.
After taking lots of measurements, the group went
back to the centre to draw graphs so that they could
conduct a conclusion to their investigation.
The students also took part in a few adventurous
activities such as high ropes; many people managed
to conquer their fear of heights in this challenge as
they sped round the zip wires with the help of their
teammates. Archery was another popular activity
that the group experienced together!
Overall, the trip to Gredos was a great success and
many have said that it was the best trip that they had
ever been on!
The students learned a lot whilst they were away and
cannot wait to further their studies and use the
information they learned next year in A2 Geography.
Caitlin Thornley (12KSU)

10-13. The finals weekend was held at Homerton
College, Cambridge and the winners of every
county contest attended with their teachers. Over
the course of the weekend Josie performed three
poems and was then chosen from her regional
semi-final to go through to the final nine on the
last day. Unfortunately Josie missed out on a top
three place, but it was a fantastic achievement to
get into the last round, and a fabulous experience
all round. Congratulations Josie!
More to follow in the next newsletter.

Sport news
Trampoline competition

Berkshire Schools’ Games Trampoline
Competition—Waingels, Monday 29th
February

On Sunday 21st February, M Pollard
(7LWO) took part in the Southern
Regional Trampoline gradings and
finished in 3rd place in the U13F
category.

Mia Noone (Year 10) was placed 1st and will go on to
represent Wokingham at the Berkshire School Games.
Year 8 team - Izzy Nichols, Louisa Swift and Ella
Copperthwaite were placed 2nd out of 7 teams.
Year 7 team were placed 7th- Ellie Skinner, Olivia
Hetherington, Sophie Valdambrini, Emily Legg.
Well done to you all!

Judo success continues

N Jones, above (8MSA) fought in
Belgium on 28th February in the
Izegem Open National Judo
Tournament and won Bronze.
Congratulations!

Well done to L White,
right (9JLY) and her U14
academy team, Reading
FC for winning the Berks
& Bucks Cup Final 6-0

Look out for the new clubs timetable after Easter

Sport news
U13 Girls’ Football
The U13 girls (left) played Sandhurst on 7th March and
won 6-1 (5 goals scored by T Primmer and 1 by E Rhind)
There were some outstanding performances in the team
especially from goal keeper L Haylett but player of the
match went to captain E Jones.
Previous wins have been against LVS winning 9-0 on
Thursday 4th February. Player of the match: O Hayhurst.
Scorers: E Rhind (3), T Jade Primer (5), O Hayhurst (1)

FA Refereeing course
The PE Department have recently
hosted their first FA Refereeing course,
where 24 budding students from Years
9-11 started their training towards
becoming fully qualified FA Referees.
After a gruelling weekend of intense
training the 24 students all passed the
course. They all now need to complete 5
matches to qualify fully.
Well done to them all; it was a tough 3
days!

Athletics success
S Aaron (8ETA) right, has been
selected to represent Berkshire in
the South of England Sportshall
Athletics Regional Finals.
He recently took part in in the South
of England Sportshall
Championships.
He won 2 gold medals in the 2 relays
and a silver team medal in the
overall team competition . The team
were just 9 points off winning the competition and going
to the National Finals.
Congratulations!!

Sport news
Year 8 Girls’ Football

Year 8 Girls’ Football Team (left) took part in a
Wokingham schools football tournament held at
Goals on Wednesday 24th February.
The girls played really well against tough
opposition.
Players of the match L Swift for being a stand in
goalie and A Meldrum for a strong defender.

Victory on the slopes
St. Crispin’s Ski Race Team, E Yeo, R Yeo and A
Doyle took part in their first inter school
championship race at the John Nike centre on
Saturday 27 February. Over 20 schools from
Berkshire took part and Edward achieved a
bronze medal in the individual category with
an impressive time of 18.56 seconds. All three
boys just missed out on the medals in the
team event with an impressive time of 59
seconds.

Swimming the distance

M Williams (left, 8 MSA) completed a 1.5k
swim at Carnival Pool on Saturday 19th March
as part of Sport Relief 2016, raising £340. He
did 100 lengths of the pool, distancing 1.5
miles in 59minutes 55 seconds.

Look out for the new Sports
Club Timetable coming soon
after Easter

He trains with the Carnival Pool squad every
week. He also trains running around Virginia
Water on Sunday mornings and this is in
addition to his football team.
#SuperStar

PTA news
St. Crispin’s PTA
Fundraising
So far this academic year the PTA
have held several uniform sales,
organised refreshments for a
number of school events (for
example the Spring Concert) and
held two major fundraising events
– the Comedy Night and the Quiz
Night.
With the help of everyone who
organises these events and those
who come along and support
them, we have so far raised
£6,000.
These fundraising activities have recently enabled
the Drama Department to purchase a new lighting
console to be used in their productions.

Uniform
We are always grateful for any
donations of good quality second
hand uniform so if you are having
a clear out please send them our
way. You can drop any items off
at the school office and they will
pass them onto us.
Meetings
The PTA meet once a term to plan
events and discuss fundraising
requests.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday
19th April at 6:30pm in the
conference room, so please feel
free to join us.
If you are interested in finding out more, please
email pta@crispins.co.uk

New PE Kit

Green and white top with black skort

After consulting pupils and the school governors we
have decided to make some changes to the PE kit from
September 2016.
The girls in particular commented that their current kit
is uncomfortable and not very feminine. We have also
made a slight change to the boys kit so that their polo
shirt will match the girls.
This is optional for current students with NO
obligations for them to change from their current kit.
Students in Year 7 will need to purchase the new kit
from Stevenson’s.—www.stevensons.co.uk
.

or

Prices
Skort - £14.00/£17.50 on VAT applicable
sizes (Small upwards)
Polos - £12.50/£15.50 on VAT applicable
sizes (small upwards)

Term Dates 2016/2017
Summer Term
Monday 11th April—Tuesday 19th July

green and white top with black shorts

Half Term
Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June

For more information
contact Mrs Pedder on
0118 978 1144

Autumn Term
Wednesday 7th September—Tuesday 20th December

Half Term
Monday 24th October—Friday 28th October

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

H Tromans /Spring 2016

Green and white top
with green and white
shorts for the boys.

