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Performance Measures
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Currently schools are measured against the headline
figure of 5 GCSEs A*- C including Maths and English.
Next summer all schools will be judged against a new
set of measures.
These measures are:
1— Attainment 8. This will be in the form of an
average grade such as C+
2—Progress 8. This new measure will show the
progress made by students from the end of primary
school (Key Stage 2) to the end of secondary school
(Key Stage 4). Performance will be aggregated at
school level to show if students in the school make
more or less progress than average. This will be in
the form of a number with “0” meaning no progress.
3—The Basics. A percentage of students with Maths
and English at a good pass
4—EBacc. A percentage of students with a good pass
in selected subjects including Maths, English
(Language and Literature), Science x2 GCSEs,
Computer Science, History, Geography and MFL.

Dear Parents/Carers,
Our busy autumn term began with wonderful
celebrations of our exceptional summer
examination results. I am delighted to share that
St. Crispin’s achieved the highest exam results
ever with 80% of students achieving the gold
standard of 5 A*- C including Maths and English.
This result was a very fitting and happy way to
end the last year of this particular Government
performance measure!
Building on from this lovely news I want to take
an opportunity once again to explain the very
significant changes to education that will affect
your son or daughter.
Although utterly
transformational to the way young people are
examined the changes have not been very well
reported in the press or explained nor promoted
by the Department for Education. So building on
from my last newsletter I have tried to capture
the main features of this “new educational
world”! The changes are in three areas: how a
school’s performance is measured, reformed
qualifications
and
new
assessment
arrangements.

Reformed qualifications
This alongside the changes to the performance
measures there is a most significant reform of both
GCSEs and A-Level. All GCSE subjects are planned to
be either reformed or discontinued across the next
three years:
2015 reformed GCSE onwards:
Maths, English
Language, English Literature
2016 reformed GCSE onwards: Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Double Science, History, Geography, French,
German, Spanish, Art, Drama, Music, Computer
Science, RE and PE.
2017 reformed GCSE onwards: Design and
Technology and all remaining subjects.

The last day of term is Friday 18th December. Students will finish at 12.40pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm.

Headteacher’s letter continued
All new reformed GCSEs will be fully linear, with
more content and mostly un-tiered. This means
that all exams will take place at the end of a two
year course and the papers will be exactly the
same for all students. Exams will only be
available to be taken in the summer and the
reformed GCSEs graded using the numbers 9 – 1;
9 being the highest grade and 1 the lowest.

Change of expectations
As well as these significant changes to the
qualification, which makes them a great deal
harder, there is also a change of standards that
students are expected to achieve. Currently a
good pass at GCSE is considered to be C or
better, in the new reformed GCSEs this is 5 or
better. Initially the current C at GCSE is
anchored against the top of a grade 4 and
bottom of a grade 5 in the new system. So in
essence the new qualification is harder and
students need to achieve higher to achieve a
“good pass.”
Like GCSE, all current AS and A-Level subjects are
being reformed, again this is across three
phases:
2015 reformed A-Level onwards: Art, Biology,
Business, Chemistry, Computer Science,
Economics, English Language, English Literature,
History, Physics and Psychology
2016 reformed A-Level onwards: French,
German, Geography, Drama, Music, RS and PE
2017 reformed A-level onwards: Mathematics,
Further Mathematics, Design Technology.

Again, much like GCSEs, assessment
will normally be by examination only
and can only be taken in the
summer.
Unlike GCSEs though
grades will remain as A – E with an
additional A* grade. The A-level
standard will remain the same as the
legacy qualifications. The structure
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will significantly change in that AS becomes a
separate linear qualification and will not be part of
A-level assessments. This is quite different to the
current system where the results of an AS is used in
the calculation of the A-level grade. Although the
standard remains the same the assessment
methodology increases in challenge.

Vocational qualifications
Other types of qualifications outside of GCSE and ALevel remain but these also have been reformed.
These new qualifications are renamed Technical
Awards and now include an externally examined
element which will increase over time to 40% of the
qualification.

Assessment arrangements
Another of these new developments is the
Government’s decision to remove National
Curriculum levels. This means that every school is
required to develop a new system of reporting
progress that is equally helpful for teachers, students
and their families. You will notice that we are piloting
a new system which will align to the new reformed
GCSEs assessment pattern in the core subject of
English. We are embarking on a pilot rather than an
immediate wholesale change to better understand
the reforms I have already explained and how we
need to change our level of demand and challenge at
KS3 to meet these new expectations and
arrangements. The letter that accompanies our
termly tracking report explains this in more detail as
well as further information being available on the
school website. We would be most grateful for
parents taking the time to give
feedback as highlighted in the same
letter.
Simply put we certainly live in
interesting and demanding times for
your sons’ and daughters’ education!

www.crispins.co.uk
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Headteacher’s letter continued
End of an era
Education, as you can see, is always changing but
as we conclude this term we come to the end of
an era by celebrating the retirement of Mrs
Richards.
Mrs Richards has served as a teacher at St.
Crispin’s for 40 years. Many, many parents and
members of our local community will have
passed through Mrs Richards’ laboratory and it
would be fair to say she has become a legend in
her own right. In her inimitable style Mrs
Richards is grasping hold of her retirement by
visiting both Poles as well as Ecuador even before

the school year is out! Forty years in any post is a
wonderful and significant achievement and we all
wish Mrs Richards a very happy and welltravelled retirement.
Finally all that remains is to wish all our students
and families a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
All students return to school at 8.30am on Tuesday
5th
January
2015.
Yours faithfully,
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Reflecting on St. Crispin

In the week before the
October half term Mr
Hudson led a series of
assemblies exploring St.
Crispin’s Day. As well as
looking at the other
significant anniversaries
that 2015 brings, such as
800 years since the
signing of the Magna
Carta, 200 years since the
battle of Waterloo and the trench warfare of
1915, he discussed ‘Back to the Future Day’. As
part of this, students saw images of these
historical events and the projections forward of
how the film makers imagined 2015 would look.
He discussed how rapidly perceptions change of
how people have lived in the past or, indeed
would live in the future.
@crispinsschool
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2015 also sees the 600th anniversary of the Battle of
Agincourt, where, on St. Crispin’s Day - 25th October,
the English were victorious over the French against
all the odds.
Mr Hudson explained how this historical battle was
marked in art, music and famously by Shakespeare in
Henry V. Mr Hudson read part of the St. Crispin’s Day
speech and explored a little of the life of St. Crispin –
the patron saint of shoemakers and leather tanners,
martyred in the 3rd century. Students saw images of
St. Crispin portrayed as a figure head for labour
movements and heard a little about his life and
death.
Mr Hudson concluded the assembly by asking
students to consider how they might remember the
saint for whom their school is named on his feast
day. In the context of a secular school in 21st century
Britain, he acknowledged it was unlikely that they
would they attend a specific religious festival for this
Christian martyr, as previous generations would
have. It was also doubtful that they would host a
special feast for their neighbours as Shakespeare’s
King Henry suggests.
However, given that our school is named after him,
we should take a moment to consider his life and
legacy.
www.crispins.co.uk
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School news
Pixl Celebration of Success

M Cowley and D
Howlett
(12KSU)
have
celebrated
their GCSE success
at
the
PiXL
celebration at the
Methodist Central
Hall in Westminster.

The celebration was attended by over 1500 teachers
and students from across the country who
celebrated their success with an evening of musical
performances, certificate ceremony and an
inspirational speech from Levi Roots (Dragons Den/
entrepreneur).
PiXL (Partners in Excellence) is a growing
partnership of schools. School leaders within the
partnership are able to share ideas and this
collective effort has resulted in improved outcomes
for schools in the partnership and their students.
A fantastic evening was had by all in attendance.
Congratulations to both of our students and all the
other successful GCSE class of 2015.

A poetic visitor
How do you hold
the
unwavering
attention of a
group of nine year
olds for over an
hour? How do you
make them laugh
hysterically, and
then fall silent
when you start
speaking again?
Ask the author
and poet Michael
Rosen, who came
to visit St. Crispin’s
on 8th October,
and spoke to
Years’ five and six of local primary schools.
He told us about his upbringing in an unruly
Harrow home, with his Yiddish speaking mother
and her ring that mysteriously flew out the
window, which was a family heirloom that
belonged to her Bubba (the Yiddish for grandma, a
word the children found immensely amusing). He
used funny catchphrases and repeated jokes
through the talk to really keep the kids’ attention
and charm the students, teachers and visitors alike.
@crispinsschool
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Somehow, he achieved complete control over the
youngsters so the teachers could relax and enjoy his
multi-layered jokes for the children and adults. He
told us stories about his home and school life, and
managed to disguise his misbehaviour as a child and
label it as ‘getting distracted easily’ so as not to
encourage mischief. Rosen told us about what it was
like growing up in the Stone Age: it was horrifying to
think that he had to listen to the radio because his
family didn’t get a telly until he was twelve! The
surprise and pity emanating from the kids was heartwarming.
To find out more about Rosen’s books and poems,
visit www.michaelrosen.co.uk where you can find
videos of him reading his more famous works.
Jeremy Woolfe (12JBA)
www.crispins.co.uk
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School events
St. Crispin’s annual Autumn Autumn Gala
Gala was once again a great
show! The school hall was
brimming with excitement prior to the start of the
show, and we were not disappointed.
The Gala was filled with a variety of acts, starting
with a beautiful medley of songs by Sam Smith,
which was wonderfully sung and performed by a
group of girls from our Sixth Form. After that we
went on to hear the lovely and soulful voices of
many solo artists who touched the audiences’
hearts; one song was a preview, professionally
performed by Amy-Marie Price, of the school’s
summer production, ”Our Estate”, which we are all
now highly anticipating!
Throughout the night we were entertained by a
variety of bands: great musicians who lifted the
energy of the gala, and we mustn’t forget the
energetic dance performance to “What Do you
Mean?” marvellously choreographed by GeorgiaMay Willems, showing an excellent collaboration

from the years throughout the
school. Adding even more
diversity to the night were the
performances of songs from musicals which brought
laughter into the hall with the talented performers’
voices and cupfuls of glitter!
Moving on to the second half we were met with a
very different atmosphere, filled with the sound of
the school’s superb Chamber Orchestra and Choir.
This half featured grand violin solos and duets and
singing performances backed by the Chamber
Orchestra where the audience was able to appreciate
the second half’s luxurious sounding music.
The show ended with a bang with the Chamber
Orchestra’s rendition of the theme from James Bond.
All the night’s acts where met with hearty applause
from the audience. Overall it was a splendid gala
which showcased the many talents of St. Crispin’s
school and the diversity of music all in one evening.

Main Stage

Josie Wright (12KSU)

Going to a concert is
stand? Do we have
A performer’s perspective
something everyone has
the props we need?
probably done in their
Oh, gosh, I can’t
life - whether it’s a rock
remember if I put any rosin
concert, a folk concert, an
on my bow’. And so it goes.
opera or musical or, most
You stand up against a tall
importantly, a school concert.
wall of light, and you play
It might be exciting for the
your best, and you hope the
audience, seeing their friends,
audience
loved
you.
children, and children’s peers
The best part is the applause,
up on the stage, but it’s even
and the amount of noise
more exhilarating for those
made when everything is
that actually stand up there.
over and you didn’t slip up,
When you stand on a stage,
and you grin and bow
there is an immense wall of
and
thank
everyone.
light that absolutely overcomes
Unfortunately, a performer’s
you. You can’t see the
fame on a school stage is
audience on the other side kept there for only five
just darkness in some sort of
minutes,
and
then
terrifying void that you’re
everything returns back to
performing to with all your
normal. However, you can’t
might. For those that have
say that every minute up
been performing for years, the
there wasn’t an exhilarating,
experience gets no less
terrifying moment that set
frightening. You have to always think about little
your heart racing and filled you with adrenaline.
things: ‘Is my music in the right order? Did I have
It was a wonderful experience.
a drink? Is my mic set up? Do I have a music
Victoria Kriisk (12KSU)

School events
The Play That Went Right
The Play That Goes Wrong is, as the name suggests,
a play that goes horrifically wrong. The
performance is based around how the murder
mystery ‘The Murder at Haversham Manor’ went
“slightly south” as actors struggle to survive the
death-trap of a set and the others’ general bad
acting.
Performing in the play was a lot of fun, yet required
a lot of energy. The trick to creating a play that
goes wrong without making it seem too
choreographed was to put as much energy as
possible into every motion, no matter what has just
happened. As well as this, it required us to think
through the minds of our actors (we acted as actors
who acted as characters; for example, I was a
director of the production and the head of the
Drama department named ‘Chris Bean’ who played
the part of ‘Inspector Carter’ in The Murder at
Haversham Manor’). This meant that we had to act
as if everything happening on stage was the first
we’d ever seen of it and that it hadn’t happened
before!
If ever there was a dip in energy, you could tell by the
reaction of the audience. Though a very demanding
play, it was most definitely all worth it when we got
to our show night. For me the most difficult thing was
remembering not to corpse under any circumstance
and trying to put as much energy into the
performance whilst still keeping it in moderation.

A necessity for this play was to integrate the
audience in showing how our actors felt. If we didn’t
do this then it would have felt disconnected and not
real enough.
My favourite part about performing in the play was
probably the cast I was working with, each
contributing their own ideas and each incredibly
talented in one way or another.
We hope that “The Play That Goes Wrong” has
whetted the audience’s appetite for “Our Estate” - a
production written by us, to be performed in the
summer!
Ido Steuer (12KSU)

Our Estate
After previous successful summer productions, this
year we've set ourselves the new extremely exciting
challenge of writing our own! The creative process
is already well under way with weekly script writing
and musical composition sessions. All of this is in
preparation for whole cast auditions in January. Our
creative team have already shown their hardworking dedication in both a half term writing
session and most recently, an introduction to
orchestration workshop. We are incredibly excited
to bring you 'Our Estate', which will be making it's
debut in July 2016
Zoe Farrow

School news
Science Club v St. Crispin’s uniform!
In Science club we do all
sorts of extraordinary
experiments, like testing
our school uniform’s
toughness, setting off
spectacular experiments
and making miniature rat
mazes!
We joined because we
thought it would be fun
and that we would be
able to do cool things to
tell people about.
We learn about how to
use chemicals to do cool
things and how to work
in a team.
During this session above, At the moment we are
pupils discovered that a strip
making parachutes and
of St. Crispin’s uniform could
had to think about
hold 6000g
needing a bigger bag so
that the air would catch and make it drift down
more slowly.
We go to Science Club because we learn things that

Making connections through art

Pupils from St. Crispin’s School showcased their
artwork to Parry Batth, Wokingham Borough Mayor
in December after completing a Summer Arts
Project. The pupils were making the transition from
primary school to secondary school and the project
aimed to engage children through creative

we didn’t know
before and it gives
you the chance to
spend time with
friends away from
the hustle and
bustle.
Caitlin
Edmondson,
Rachel Smith,
Erika Simper, Shannon Bennett, Jenna Smith (7LWO)
opportunities.
L Wright (7JA), A Morrow (7BHA), C
Edmondson (7LWO), S Valdambrini
(7GTR), E Dightin (7GTR) and S
Lemonsu (7BHA) spent four days in
the summer working with artists from Jelly Arts,
experimenting with various techniques. The
activities were part of the Making Connections
project which is funded by the Arts Council and
Wokingham Borough Council.
Railton Blyth, Assistant Headteacher at St. Crispin’s
School, said “The girls have been fabulous. I am
extremely proud of them and the work they’ve
produced. Working together with the artists has
had a really positive effect on their confidence and
self-esteem.”
The charity, Jelly, helps promote understanding
about the creative processes involved. The artists
who worked with the girls were Jo Quinn, Katie
Honan and Julie Simmonds and the work is on display
in Wokingham Borough Library.

School events
European Day of Languages
The European Day of Languages 2015 was a fun and new
experience for some. To make the day livelier than most, teachers
decided to dress up from around the world stereotypically. Some
dressed up as Germans others as French.
In form time, our teacher created a quiz to further our knowledge
on other countries. Around the school different departments had
their names written in another language, for example, ICT had
their name written in German which is Informatik.
Overall we learnt a lot about many countries and can’t wait to see
what they have for us next year.
Rachel Best and Megan Mcleish (9RAN)

International ‘Bring & Share’ Evening
brought food – The Guinness and Chocolate cake
went down a treat!
On a more serious note, Lilian Yeo one of the
International Group, is coordinating mentoring for
families who are new to the area and would like
advice on the educational system or just want to
link with families from their home. Contact
beglina@crispins.co.uk for more information.
Mrs Annie Beglin (Teacher of Technology)

Families from as far afield as Eritrea, Sierra Leone,
Nigeria, India, Ireland and Yorkshire met on a
December Thursday night to launch the new
International Group. Tom, older brother of Rosie
in Year 7 who hails from London started the ball
rolling with his ‘new look ‘world map.
A large Nordic contingent with representatives
from Norway, Demark, Holland and Germany
ensured that the St. Crispin’s newly launched Ski
team will have some expert guidance when they
compete in their first schools’ race in February.
Nancy (Germany) and Tine (Norway) also
discovered the similarities in their respective
languages!
A big thank you to the Scottish contingent,
Barbara and Banny, for coordinating the food and
getting the room ready and all the families who

School events
Living Advent Calendar

Christmas.
The Choir and Chamber Orchestra will be
attending a very special midnight mass on
Christmas Eve.
They will be performing Charpentier’s Midnight
Mass at Christ Church in Reading from 11.15pm,
which will see in Christmas Day with the 17th
Century piece of music.
Their Living Advent Calendar appearance was
part of a series of special events which is taking
place in Wokingham town centre every day in
December up until Christmas Eve.
Many thanks to The Wokingham Paper for
photos.

On Monday, December 7th, door number 7 of
Wokingham’s Living Advent Calendar was opened
at Wokingham Methodist Church. The Rose Street
venue hosted a performance by talented
youngsters from St. Crispin’s School’s Chamber
Choir. It was introduced by Cllr Mark Ashwell on
behalf of MoreArts.
The Chamber Choir were in for a busy week as
they were performing in a school concert on the
evening of Wednesday 9th December to celebrate

Gifted & Talented Super Curriculum
On
10th
November,
the
school
was invited to
take a number
of students to
Wellington
College. The
day was split
into
two
halves the first being for Year 10 students, for an
Introduction to Oxbridge, with the afternoon being
for Year 12 students, looking at the SuperCurriculum. The day was a fantastic opportunity
and made a number of the students want to strive
towards applying to an Oxbridge university.

after I decided I wanted to go there to study one
day. There were loads of facts that were said
that made me wish I was there already, one
being the 'tutorials'. It captivated me as I know this
would be extremely beneficial for students and their
education. In addition, Oxford and Cambridge have
the highest teacher to student ratio amongst all UK
universities meaning that the pupils are likely to get
more out of a tutorial. Another reason
I'm motivated to go to this veteran university is the
grand size across the numerous colleges.
Although the size is overwhelming, it is like an
incredible mini city dedicated to its students.
The day taught us many mesmerizing features of
the Oxbridge colleges. The woman who shared this
information, previously went to Oxford, and she got
us thinking about philosophical and moral
questions making the trip even more intriguing.
I thoroughly enjoyed each and every aspect of the
day.

I was selected to go to Wellington College along
with nine other students to learn interesting facts Hana Kydd (10RS)
about Oxbridge. I found it extremely fascinating and

School events
“Thank you so much for the opportunity to come
to St. Crispin’s School. I found the day very
interesting and I learnt so much about the history
of crime and punishments. I discovered that if you
stole some fruit in the Victorian times you could get
hard labour for one month. We had our Victorian Day
on 18th November and the History day really
prepared me for a day in the life of a Victorian child. I
really enjoyed the experience and the making out
game was the best bit.”

Year 5 Gifted & Talented History Day
On 12th November, four local primary schools
(Westende, Keep Hatch, All Saints and St Teresa’s)
sent eight students for a Gifted and Talented day,
based on History. The day was based around Crime
and Punishments, looking at both the Victorian and
the Medieval periods. The students started off
looking at punishments of children committing
crimes before looking into what punishments
adults would get.
After doing this the students were put into six
groups where they had to make a product that
would display information about crime and
punishment in Victorian and Medieval times, and
answer the big question, which one was worse. The
groups came up with some fantastic ideas, such as
comic books, interactive posters, and board games.
Nearly all of the groups came to the conclusion that
they would rather commit a crime in Victorian
England compared to Medieval. It was a fantastic
day and the students learnt a lot from it!

Student Council Training Day

Students from Keep Hatch Primary (Aidan, Isobel,
Laura, Josh and Calum)

as a team with new people and new ideas. We
were given an object (a jigsaw chopping board) and
we had to create a pitch all about it to perform to
the 'Dragons' (Head Team). The best part of the
day for most of the School Council was the Dragons
Den activity as it pushed us out of our comfort zone
and pushed us to work with new ideas and sculpt
them into something we could all work with.
Ellie Waters (8ISM) and Holly Doel (7JA)

On Monday 30th November, St. Crispin’s School
Council did a training day where we could learn
more about working with others and gain their
trust. We also developed our leadership skills. In
the first activity we worked in groups to try and
complete a puzzle where we had to put planks of
wood together in a complicated design. After break
we started on a second activity (Dragons Den) that
took up the rest of the day. It was all about working

School events
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party
It’s that time of year again when Santa puts on his
outfit and his elf puts on her pointy ears: it’s the
Pensioners’ Party hosted by the Sixth Form.
On Tuesday 8th December, the Year 12 students
began to decorate the leisure centre with
Christmas trees and presents, transforming it into a
winter wonderland for one of the most anticipated
events of the school year. Once set up, roles were
allocated to the students who would be waiters
and servers and the guests arrived - the party was
on the way.
With the guests happily greeting each other with a
glass of brandy in their hands, the waiters hurried
around taking the
orders to the drinks
table, whilst the drinks
staff tried hastily to
keep on track of all the
orders. Finally, the
soup arrived and was
dished
out
and
delivered
by
the

waiters with a
side of a bread
roll and, after a
dilemma with the
spoons, everyone
was
happily
eating: even the
staff got in on the
food! The potato
and leek soup
was the most
popular and went
down a treat.
After a clean-up and dessert, it was time for some
entertainment. The St Crispin’s school choir sang
some Christmas carols and there was a special
performance of “White Christmas” by our very own
Amy Price (12JBA). Once the quiz results were given
out and Santa (Ben White) had completed the raffle,
the pensioners started to leave (but not before
getting a present from Santa and his Elf (Amy Price)
and a slice of cake. All in all, the students had fun, but
more importantly, the Pensioners had a real blast so the 2015 “Pensioners’ Party” was a great success.
Matt Cowley (12KSU)

Year 7 news
Risky business
On Focus Day we learnt all about safety and how
to stay safe. First we heard from the police force
about firearms and knives and how to know when
they are real and when they're not.

Then we learnt all about fire safety and what to
do if you discover a fire. After that we went to the
gym to learn about drugs safety and drinking
carefully. Next we learnt about hazards at home
and how to avoid them, making sure that in doing
so you don't hurt yourself. Lastly we learnt about
internet safety and when you should take risks or
not.
Maisy Pollard (7LWO)
On Friday 25th September, Year 7 took part in a
Focus Day.

During this day we spent time with our own forms
and talked a lot about risks and what might happen
if you decide to take them.
We also had two special visitors, one of which was a
policeman who showed us videos and pictures
about firearms (types of guns) and knives. He
showed us that even when a young child leaves his
toy gun behind in the park it can turn into a
situation where a group of drunk teenagers go to
that park late at night and play with the gun. That
can ultimately lead to the police being called
because viewing this on CCTV would look like
something more dangerous is taking place.
The other visitor talked to us about alcohol and what
it could do to you like make you dizzy, give you
double vision and interfere with your emotions.
I learnt a lot during the day and found it all very
inspirational.
Caitlin Hodges (7LDR)

Year 7 news
Temple Run

On 10th October 2015, the whole of
Year 7 visited both St. Paul’s
Cathedral and the Mandir Temple.
Our first destination was the
Cathedral. As we first walked in, we
looked up and we saw the amazing
domed ceiling. The intricate design
patterns on the ceiling were
spectacular and it was a sight not to
forget. We explored the vast place
of worship – also open to the general
public - until we reached the pews
where the young men sing hymns for
royalty on special occasions. We also
found the cathedra where a bishop sits and one of
my classmates even got the chance to dress up as a
bishop!
After our visit to the cathedral, we got back in the
coach and took a 45 minute ride to the Mandir
Temple. We were given a tour guide who showed
us around the marble Hindu temple. Like the
cathedral, there were immaculate carvings on the
pillars and walls and I was absolutely astounded
when I heard that the temple was built in only 3
years about 20 years ago by both Indian and
English men and women.
Overall I would like to thank all the teachers and
assistants who attended the trip because it was
particularly educational and really helped with my
knowledge of Religious Studies.
Eve Rhind (7BHA)

On our recent Religious Studies trip
we went to two different places, the
Hindu Mandir and St. Paul’s
Cathedral.
At the Mandir we were amazed at
the work that went into the detail
and structure of the building but
more importantly the holiness and
meaningfulness of this wonderful
temple.
We learnt about the history of some
of the marvellous statues and the
celebration/special event that made
them so holy. We also joined in on
one of their atmospheric ceremonies.
At St. Paul’s we gazed in awe at the wonderful décor
and detail of a place that took 35 years to make. We
learnt about the story on the ceiling, which was
broken up into 3 parts, which each came together to
show the creation of the world. We learnt that to
make a cathedral you must have a cathedra (a posh
seat for the Bishop to sit on!). Then some brave
people in our group climbed the almost 600 stairs to
the top floor, from which you could see all of London.
Others went up to one of the floors where you could
see most of the Cathedral and could sit and pray.
Some slightly braver pupils went to the whispering
floor which you could whisper along the dome
shaped ceiling and have your whisper come all the
way around the dome until it reaches you again.
Thomas Hill (7JA)

Year 7 news
We asked some Year 7 pupils how they’ve settled into school
Name: Dominic Regnes

Name: Adele Dowling

Tutor Group: 7GHE

Tutor Group: 7GHE

Previous School: Westende Junior School

Previous School: Westende Junior School

How did you feel when you started in Year 7?

How did you feel when you started in Year 7?

I felt nervous to start with but I knew I’d be ok.

I felt grown up and intelligent.

How have you settled in?

How have you settled in?

I settled in quickly and it helped that my friends
were with me.

I settled in very well and made lots of friends quickly
and got high levels in my tests.

How does St. Crispin’s differ to junior school?

How does St. Crispin’s differ to junior school?

We now have more subjects and you have to be
more independent.

It is a lot bigger and all the subjects are well taught by
the teachers.

Favourite subject: Drama.

Favourite subject: Drama.

Best thing about St. Crispin’s: It is easy to find
your way around the food station.

Best thing about St. Crispin’s: Education, learning and
hanging out with my friends.

Pupil Focus
Name: Sophie Valdambrini

Name: Leon Borgia

Tutor Group: 7GTR

Tutor Group: 7GTR

Previous School: Keep Hatch Primary School

Previous School: Keep Hatch Primary School

How did you feel when you started in Year 7?

How did you feel when you started in Year 7?

I felt nervous at first then I realised it’s ok to be
nervous and now I am happy.

I felt nervous because I was the oldest in primary school
and then I was the youngest. I also don’t like too much
homework.

How have you settled in?
I have settled in very well because everyone is so
welcoming.

How have you settled in?

How does St. Crispin’s differ to junior school?

How does St. Crispin’s differ to junior school?

The main difference between junior school is that
the school is bigger and you are not the oldest but
the youngest again.

There is loads more homework and the way we learn is
different.

Favourite subject: Art.

Best thing about St. Crispin’s: Science lessons are very
good and I get to challenge myself.

Best thing about St. Crispin’s: The best thing is
that all of the teachers are very nice and the food
is amazing!

I have settled in well and it feels good now.

Favourite subject: Science.

Year 8 news
Teambuilding

On Friday 18th September, Year 8 pupils took a
coach up to Kidderminster for the weekend. It took
a while to get there, but it was worth the wait as
the centre was amazing!
We all trailed our bags to the large hall, where we
met some of our instructors. They were very
welcoming and funny too, and after the safety
rules lecture they showed us which dorms we’d be
sleeping in. There were different dorm sections,
such as the Forest Lodge, and the Western Lodge.
We were all very hyper when we got into our
rooms.
Every room had around the same layout, all having
an ensuite, bunk bed and two separate beds. We
settled into our rooms for the next half hour,
before being called to the food hall for dinner.
The food hall was huge! There were lots of circular
tables and everyone grabbed a seat as quickly as
they could. For our first meal we had a choice of
spaghetti bolognese, which was tasty - but the
pudding was the best part!
That evening we got into our teams for the
weekend, and started on our first activity. I was
surprised to find that even after a year I still didn’t
know who lots of people in our year were!
We all had different activities at different times,
but we all agreed that the messiest one was the
water rafting! Our instructors taught us how to tie
the knots and fit the barrels, and then left us to
build it ourselves. It was very funny, because some
of the rafts broke and everyone fell in! Miss Smith’s
group had a MASSIVE mud fight, and only had an

hour to get ready for
the disco!
We all met in the
main hall, then the
instructors led us to
the cabin where the
disco was going to
take place. Then the
party started!
There were tunes that
almost
everyone
(including all of the
teachers!)
could
dance to!
It was a great weekend that we all enjoyed. It was
awesome to spend a whole weekend with all our
friends, and get to know everyone a bit better. One
person even got to share their birthday with
everyone there- it was cool :)
Thistle Longson and Kate Russell (8JN)
The team building weekend helped me because I
became good friends with the people in my new form
group NRO. This was good because it helped me get
to know everybody. The
activities enabled me to
gain trust from the
people in my form.
Working as a team in the
activities like raft building
enabled me to work with
the people in NRO.
Benjamin Martire
(8NRO)

Year 8 news
A day trip to France
On Thursday 15th
October, Year 8
took a vast journey
to Calais in France.
The early 6:00am
departure lead to
troublesome ferry
crossing and tired
teachers.
After four hours
the tired students
arrived
at
the
Eurotunnel. Then
just 10 minutes was
spent by students
looking out of the window trying to find fish that
Mrs Wo Kai Song told them they would see.
After the disappointing view of no fish, Year 8 were
back on the coach in Calais. Sadly we were told that
certain activities were cancelled due to the delayed
arrival in France. Luckily the visit to the bakery was
still on the list.
The school
has been
selected to
take part in
an
exciting
project which
is being run
by a group of
scientists
from Oxford
Above: E Holman (8JN)
University.
The aim of the study is to determine whether the
type of physical activity that students undertake in
their PE lessons affects their performance in the
classroom. St. Crispin’s is a control group for the pre
-pilot of the study and hope to become part of the
full pilot (and study) after Christmas. The study
involves researchers observing and collecting data
during normal school PE lessons on Year 8 pupils.
Pupils have been asked to wear heart rate monitors
and researchers have recorded videos of the
activities that have taken place. The project started
at the beginning of October and since then the

At the bakery students were
taught how to make loaves
of bread and a simple
croissant. Also certain students were picked to try
and have a fluent conversation in French with a
scary man holding a stick!
The next stop was a hypermarket which is a building
with multiple shops inside, including a giant
supermarket. French cheese was a very popular buy.
As were bags, dancing babies, toy cars, a singing crab
and a giant teddy
bear!
Overall I would say
the Year 8 students
really enjoyed their
trip to Calais, France
and learnt new facts,
tasted new foods and
had a wonderful day
full of fun and
excitement.
Sarah Akers, Sabrina
Mahdi, Annie Lohan
(8ISM)

Fit to Study
researchers have been into school three times in
order to monitor the activity levels of pupils. Staff
will attend workshops and be given training on how
Oxford University wants us to adapt our lessons so
that they can collect data regarding how it affects
performance in other lessons.
We’ll keep you posted.

Year 9 news
A Day at the Museums
Year 9 students
had
the
opportunity to
explore
two
world renowned
museums, the
Natural History Museum and The Science
Museum, as part of their STEM day.
At the Science Museum the students discovered
the thrill of flying with the RAF Red Arrows during
one of their sensational aerial aerobatics displays
in Red Arrows 3D. With stunning 3D vision and
flight simulator technology, students could see
and feel what it’s like in the cockpit in the
incredible Red Arrows 3D cinema.
At ‘Exploring Space’ students visited the Legend
of Apollo and to feel the impact of a Saturn V
rocket launch, be part of a moon landing and
discover the smell of space at the 4D cinema.
‘Back to the Moon’ gave students the
opportunity to look at the Apollo missions to the
Moon. Here they saw a replica of ‘Eagle’, the
lander that took astronauts Armstrong and Aldrin
onto the lunar surface in 1969.
At the Natural History Museum students had the
opportunity to explore over three hundred real
Museum specimens, which included everything
from dinosaur fossils to butterflies and rare
minerals. They then carried out their own scientific

Gifted & Talented Options Session
On Wednesday
2nd December,
Hannah Leech
(12IN)
and
Callum
Dale
(12KSU) gave up
their time to talk
to a group of
Year 9 students
about their GCSE
options.
During the meeting they talked about what GCSEs

investigations, looking for evidence, measuring,
observing and recording their chosen specimen and
some experienced the ‘Kobe Earthquake’ first hand
and obtained some valuable information on the
earthquake which will help them with their Year 9
assessment in Geography.
and BTECs are. They both then described in detail
how they chose their GCSE options, and gave us
some key tips on what to choose for our options,
such as making sure we choose subjects that we
enjoy and would do well in.
We then had the opportunity to look through all of
the different options and then decide which four
options we most wanted to do.
This was a fantastic opportunity to narrow down
and talk through our ideas of what we wanted to do
for our options.
Daisy Mason & Robert Butterfield (9JLY)

Year 10 news
Art Galleries Trip

STEM trip Wellington

On 5th November,
Year
10
Art
students left the
school at 8.30am
for The National
Gallery in London.
On arrival we split
into small groups and explored the gallery
independently, sketching studies on the stunning
paintings and making notes. We saw the huge
waterlily paintings by Monet and others dating
back centuries.
Then we walked to the nearby Courtauld Gallery
and were taken on a fascinating tour through the
history of art. We saw a self portrait by Van Gogh
which was an inspiring end to a very productive
and fun day. Holly Sargent (10KMN)

During the Engineering day
at Wellington College a
group of students had the
opportunity
to
meet
engineers from a range of
different industries and
take part in problem
solving activities. Students
also were involved in a
debate on the ethics of the
driverless car.
Annie Beglin (Teacher of
Technology)

Maths Enterprise Day

On October 15th Year 10 had an entrepreneurial
day that gave us a taste of designing, creating
and advertising. Although we only created a
simple app in our groups, it was a new and
exciting experience that taught us all important
new skills.
At the beginning of the day we were put into
groups with people who, granted, were not
necessarily our friends but friendship was
irrelevant because we were working as
colleagues. Throughout the day, we developed an
idea for an app into a real, working app and
eventually planned, filmed, and edited an advert
to go with it.

While some might have preferred to go on a trip,
instead of spending the day in school, it was equally
as enjoyable and creative as the trip would have
been. I’m sure I speak for many students when I say
we preferred the entrepreneurial day to a regular
day at school and would be more than happy to do it
again. We are grateful to all the staff that made such
an amazing day possible.
Mišela Panajotova (10EJA)
On Enterprise Day, we had to plan, create and
advertise an app that we came up with. We were
split into different groups and were made to work
together to manage the project.
There were 3 sessions we had to do throughout the
day: Making the App, advertising and presenting the
winners at the end of the day. For me personally, the
highlight of the day was definitely the advertising
because it was a lot more creative and active, as well
as having more freedom to do as we pleased with it.
The only downside of the day is that there was not
quite enough time to fully develop the apps and
some of the tutorials were either not complete or
slightly outdated. However, overall I think that it was
a good experience and I think that if possible, it
should continue in the future.
Sam Reddin (10PMO)

Year 11 news
Historians visit Berlin
In October, almost all GCSE Historians
and all History teachers took a trip to
Berlin. Over there, we got a better
look at what people’s lives were like
in the Second World War. This was to
help everyone get a better
understanding in preparation for our
GCSE sitting in May/June.
The tour we were on took us to many
key places like: The Berlin Reichstag, the Berlin Wall
and Sachsenhausen (a concentration camp.)
Although it was very upsetting, it was definitely a
good way of learning as it made it even more real
for all of us.
My favourite part was visiting the Olympiastadion
which was where the Olympic Games were held. I
would highly recommend this trip to any student

UK Wilderness weekend

taking History GCSE. Not only does it help you in
your exams and show you key places of Germany
(many of which I haven’t mentioned), but it also
gives you a better understanding about the whole
time period.
Patrick Riley (11ND)

we all got an equal say. About half way through the
day we made the trek to Tescos and bought food
for the weekend whilst working to a budget. It was
surprising how much you could buy for £60 for 13
people. Dinner in the evening was really good! We
continued planning the next day and decided on
volunteering possibly in an orphanage, doing a 7day trek in the Langtang region and doing a temple
tour with the possibility of going to Chitwan nature
reserve.
Ellie Harvey (11MHT)

As part of the preparation for our expedition to
Nepal next year, we stayed at school for a
weekend to plan our itinerary in UK1. At school
we were divided into our teams, and met our
expedition leader for the first time. We played a
few ice breakers to start the day off, and then
went into discussions, thinking about what we
would like to do whilst in Nepal. Split into various
teams focusing on different aspects of the trip
such as the expedition phase, volunteering and
sightseeing, we planned our itinerary giving
presentations and consulting other members so

Head Team Times
Welcome to our new feature

The Head Team would
like to keep you updated with the events we
have been involved with over the academic
term. The term has been packed with lots of
exciting opportunities, speeches and a lot of
productive meetings!

Project Committee- W Clayden

Throughout the year we
will continue to lead our individual committees
within the School Council - and we will be sure
to keep you updated! Outlined below is what
we strive to achieve:

Welfare Committee - S Ross

Leading
the
Project
Committee this
year I hope to
set up Finance
Awareness
sessions
for
Year 10s during
tutor periods.
From this, I
believe
they
will be more equipped with valuable life skills
which will prove essential in later life.

Running the Welfare
Committee in the
upcoming year, we
have been preparing to
launch ‘The Hive’. This
will be an area where
students are free to
socialise, as well as
share their concerns
with
Restorative
Practitioners - these are students who have
received training in this field. After this, we
intend to discuss any further ideas.

Media Committee -T Madzingira

Healthwatch Committee - J Woodburn

Leading
the
Media
Committee this
year I hope to
increase
the
online presence
of the school,
thus
engaging
and interacting with students on different
platforms.
Through this, I hope to unite the student body
through appreciation of achievements, news and
events within St. Crispin’s.

In the Healthwatch
Committee for the
upcoming year, we
plan to create an app
that will improve the
wellbeing of students
not only within the
school, but the entire
borough. In our School
Council Meetings thus
far, we have discussed
student friendly ideas for the app and we
hope to launch this by the end of the
academic year!

@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Head Team Times
Wellington College

Instagram

As a Head Team we were invited to attend a
Leadership Conference at Wellington College. This
was a national event with a selection of Head
Teams from places such as Exeter, Durham and
Swansea gathering to discuss strategies to
improve their school environment. Furthermore,
we listened to a scintillating speech on an
expedition to the South Pole. The message was
that if you push yourself out of your comfort zone
you can achieve amazing things. Both this and a
session on public speaking techniques would soon
prove useful to us. We really enjoyed this day as
we interacted and collated ideas with others.

We are excited to have recently launched the school
Instagram account (crispinsschool).
We are encouraging pupils to send their pictures to
photos@crispins.co.uk.
The pictures are to be school related and could be
anything from what pupils have enjoyed throughout
the year, work they are proud of, sporting
successes, activities in the classroom or anything
else school related.
We look forward to your support with this project.
In the upcoming year we also look forward to
developing the Student Leadership page on the
school website!

Sixth Form Evening
During October we were excited to be involved in
the promotion of the Sixth Form alongside many
of our peers in various departments. We were
happy to see so many external students showing
interest in our ever growing school. Building upon
the skills we gained at Wellington, we had
individual speeches about our personal reasons
for staying at St. Crispin’s Sixth Form and the vast
number of opportunities available to us.

Sixth Form Evening
Sophie and Jon attended a meeting at Wokingham
Methodist Church to assist with the proceedings
of the event. Through representing the school in
the local area, we enjoyed learning about the
upcoming developments within the area.
@crispinsschool

St.Crispin’s School

www.crispins.co.uk

crispinsschool

Sixth Form news
Independent Learning Conference

When you think of a workshop for teaching certain
learning skills for the lower Sixth Form, do you
picture over 100 Year 12 students jumping up and
down, clapping and practising counting to three?
Because that is how the day began for us. We were
told to get into pairs and then we had to take it in
turns counting to three, then added claps and jumps
to replace certain numbers.
This happened at our Independent Learning
Conference, which was a three hour workshop for
Year 12s, early on in Sixth Form. It was presented by
The Life Skills Company and was designed to teach
our year group some valuable skills for future life
within the Sixth Form, university and life in general.
The day began with an inspirational video. We were
then introduced to the presentation team, and

UKMT Maths Challenge

carried out that
short activity in
pairs.
As the workshop
progressed, the
team
slowly
taught us the skills
of speed reading, skim reading, effective note taking,
condensing text, time management and presentation
skills. Learning each skill required hearing an
example, guessing and being told some top tips and
having a go ourselves. For most of the skills, there
was an element of Q&A, guessing and suggesting
what the top tips could be.
We were told many anecdotes and given good
examples of when these skills may come up in real
life situations, which I found really helpful and made
me think even more about wanting to participate in
learning each skill.
Every student in the year group was given a booklet
containing practical advice and suggestions. For
example, there were some texts to help to learn
speed and skim reading, templates for successful
condensing of text and presentation structure, and
top tips for effective note taking.
It was a highly useful workshop, and an effective use
of time. Personally, I think that the skills that we all
learned on that day were extremely helpful, and I
expect to be using them for many years in the future.
Katie Smith (12JBA)
Pupils at St. Crispin’s achieved one gold, eight
silvers and five bronzes in this year’s UKMT Senior
Maths Challenge. Over 82,000 pupils from across
the UK returned scripts for the challenge with the
top 10% receiving a gold certificate, the next 20%
silver and the next 30% bronze. The Gold certificate
was awarded to Tom Cartwright (12RWS). Tom and
John Marston (13ABS) also received awards for
achieving the best score in their year group. The
prize for the best score across the whole school
went to Tom Cartwright with a score of 95.
A sample question from this year’s challenge is:
The integer n is the mean of the three numbers 17,
23 and 2n. What is the sum of the digits of n?
A 4
B 5
C 6
D 7
E8
(No calculators allowed!)

Sixth Form news
British Library trip
When you’re in Year 12, you become increasingly
independent and very daring when it comes to
asking for things. And so, one person in the Creative
Writing class took it upon himself to pester the
teacher, day in and day out, for a trip to do with the
subject. At first, all the students wanted to go on a
field trip under the stars to camp in a cheap fashion,
but the teachers decided differently. And so the
place we were going to became the British Library.
The journey there started as if we were going
abroad, with loud music being played from the
backseat of the school minibus, and then card
games on the somewhat empty train there.
We shared chocolate and drinks and hilarious
anecdotes, living in a carefree bubble as we missed
lessons so cheerfully. And then, the first challenge of
the day presented itself - the Underground.
It was a temperature down there that made us
genuinely fear the fires of hell, sucking the
enthusiasm out of everyone and forcing us to
lounge against the cool tiles of the walls, breathless
and thirsty. But we all arrived safely, with the
occasional problem with tickets at the machines.
The British Library itself was amazing. The exterior
was somewhat Oriental in the garden at the front,
whereas the actual building was structured with

Biologists investigate Kew Gardens

In the morning we learnt about photosynthetic
pathways and looked at the adaptations that plants
have. In the afternoon we looked at the economic
importance of different species of plants and how
they have shaped industrialisation and where they
are grown. It was interesting learning about the

many nautical features. We walked past, over and
beneath absolutely thousands of books - and some
were extremely special.
Our very charming and bubbly tour guide showed us
around, let us explore - and then took us to a special
hall, where the original works of people like Austen,
Dickens, Haydn, Bartok and even Shakespeare sat
right in front of us. We even saw the Magna Carta.
On the cramped ride back, we bragged about the
sights we’d seen to the people we were absolutely
packed in next to.
It may have been hot and uncomfortable, but it was
so worth each minute to see the breath-taking
Library.
Victoria Kriisk (12KSU)
different types of photosynthesis because we could
relate that back to what we’re learning in school.
One highlight was eating aloe vera and learning
about its medical uses. It was also interesting
learning about epiphytes and how frogs lay their
eggs in the water that is collected in them. We also
enjoyed learning about how different species rely
on each other and how some plants were adapted
to look like rocks to avoid predators. It was
interesting looking at the accordion structure of
cacti and how plants from different places evolved
in the same way even though they are genetically
different still. On a side note the sandwiches and
cakes in the café were very good but a bit
overpriced so we recommend that you bring your
own food!
Georgina King (13KBR), Zakhar Motulyak, Matthew
Milton (13DR), and Mitchell Dean (13ABS)

Sixth Form news
On November 17th, Year
Safe Drive
12 went to The Hexagon
in Reading to watch “Safe
Drive, Stay Alive.” I must
admit I cried twice during
the presentation. It was
emotional
and
heartbreaking to hear about
events that were caused
because of speeding, lack of
a seatbelt and drink driving.
Those are the three main
avoidable factors of car
crashes.
At the beginning there was a
film and the audience sat in
silence, looking around
nervously. Every time the
police, ambulance, fire brigade or doctor were
seen, the film itself would stop and someone
would come onstage and talk about the events
they had witnessed in real life.
A paramedic told the story of how a man collided
with a tree and died because of speeding. The
image she described was horrific. Half of his
brain was actually on the tree that he had
collided with. That image was so powerful that I
don’t believe it will ever leave me or anyone else
who was in the audience.
Then came the fire brigade: a fireman told us the
story of how a couple of lads were speeding
while one of them wasn’t using a seatbelt. They
ended up hitting a wall and the guy without a
belt was crushed in the footwell of the car. The
lad that was driving kept screaming his friend’s
name, realising that he killed him. His name was
Robin.
That
name will never
leave
me;
whenever I get
into a car I will
remember this
episode and I
will put my
seatbelt on.
The most moving
section,

Stay Alive

however, was delivered by a
policewoman who has to go
to victims’ houses and
announce to the parents
that their son or daughter
has been killed in a car
crash. The very thought of
the policewoman ruining
the parents’ lives brought
tears to my eyes. Moreover,
the policewoman then has
to take the parents to the
morgue for an identity
check, which is very
distressing for the parents,
who either collapse or just
stare at the body of the
child who will never come

home.
We then heard different stories about how doctors
try to save lives, including a surgeon who had to
insert a finger in a patient’s chest to allow him to
breathe. Someone in the audience was sick, but I
hardly noticed it because I was in shock at how
driving improperly can lead to death or near death
experience and change people’s lives forever. In fact,
even many people who are lucky enough to walk
away with just a bruise are still scarred for life and
end up replaying the events of the accident. The
audience was at the edge of the seats and trying to
reach for their seatbelts, while I was wiping my eyes
and trying to focus on the presentation. Finally, we
heard about a man who killed his three friends due to
speed driving; he is in prison now, which shows how
real everything is.
I hope that when I, and all the other Sixth Formers
present,
get
inside cars, we
will remember
these stories
and
drive
safely.
Jasmin
Daraktchieva
(12ABN)

Sixth Form news
Banged up in Arizona

market, became lucky and subsequently became a
millionaire in his early 20s! However, whilst in
Phoenix, he reminisced about the raves he attended
in England and saw that there was a gap in the
market. He suddenly realised that he could earn
even more money by hosting raves and selling drugs.

Downward spiral

On 2nd October, reformed drug user Shaun
Attwood came to St. Crispin’s School to talk to Year
12 and 13 about his experiences with drugs and
prison. He offered advice on his former career as a
stockbroker, explained his story and knowledge of
the penalties that come with taking drugs, and went
into gruesome detail about the state of the prisons
in America.
When everyone was settled into their seats, Shaun
began telling how he grew up getting good grades.
He became hooked on economics at a young age
and spent a lot of time researching the stock market
in his spare time. He took Maths, Economics, and
Physics at A Level and achieved high grades,
consequently getting into university and studying
business for three years. Whilst at university Shaun
began going to raves and getting involved with
minor drug taking. However, it was nothing major
and drug taking had not occupied his entire life yet.
After getting his business degree, Shaun decided to
move to Phoenix, Arizona, where he became a really
successful stockbroker. He invested in the stock

He began illegally importing ecstasy from Holland and
hosting raves. Shaun told the Sixth Formers that he
was fully aware of the strict laws in America about
drugs, but he never thought that he’d get caught: he
said that having so much money made him feel
invincible.
However, he was not invincible for long, as one day
the police knocked down his door and arrested him
for possession, use and selling of drugs. He was taken
to the prison with the highest death rate in America,
where he got the biggest shock of his life: prisons
weren’t all sitting around and watching TV; they were
lethal.
In the prison that Shaun first ended up in, he found
that there were gangs within the prison. These gangs
were made up of inmates and they usually had the
upper hand over everyone, even the guards. There
would be beatings, rapes and even murders within
the prison; sometimes the murderers were the
inmates and sometimes it was the guards doing the
murdering. There were two different “gang codes”
within the prison: SOS (Smash on sight) and KOS (Kill
on sight). If a prisoner came to the prison having
committed a crime against a woman or a child, it
would be instant KOS.

Sixth Form news
Banged up in Arizona….continued
Shaun spoke of a time where he saw a gang murder
a man. They pushed him to the floor and repeatedly
jumped on his head until his brains were spewed
across the floor of the prison cell. The gang then
proceeded to pick up the heavily beaten man and
show off his dead body in front of the security
cameras so the guards could see. But – because the
gangs had the upper hand over the guards most of
the time – they did nothing. This first experience
really opened Shaun’s eyes to how terrible the
conditions in prisons were. He said that it was at
this point that he began to regret his entire career
with drugs.
The state of the food in the prison really shocked
Shaun; he described the two meals that they were
given a day – rats and beetles in the food and soup
that they called Red Death because it looked like
“carroty-vomit-blood”.

Living hell
After a while in one prison, Shaun was moved to a
medium security prison. As he arrived at night, he
was taken to his room straight away. Immediately,
he thought he was having hallucinations, as he
believed that the walls, ceiling, and floor were all
moving around him. It was only when he got a
closer look at the walls that he realised the
movement was caused by the hundreds of
cockroaches that scuttled against the side of the
room: cockroaches that were 3 inches long and

came out in the night, crawling all over the sleeping
criminals. But cockroaches weren’t the only
creatures that haunted Shaun’s prison life – there
were deadly snakes, huge ants, and massive
tarantulas (which some people kept as pets!) Some
poisonous spiders could cause pus-filled, black
wounds when biting a human.
After a few years in these terrible conditions, Shaun
decided that the outside world needed to know of
the awful prisons that were hidden from the public
eye, so he started a blog. However, he could not do
this himself as the prisoners were restricted from any
outside contact whatsoever – so he had to ‘recruit’
his aunt. This meant that Shaun could write his blog
entries and get them published without getting into
trouble. This method proved very successful and
Shaun’s aunt started a blog called “John’s Jail
Journal” to make sure that it stayed anonymous; the
blog got over 850,000 visitors and the public became
aware of the dreadful conditions that American
prisoners have to deal with.
Shaun finally got released after a total of 6 years in
prison. He is now banned from America but
continues to tour the UK, talking to schools and
youth groups about his battle with the American
prison system, which he fears is coming to the UK.
The Sixth Formers at St. Crispin’s were truly inspired
by Shaun Attwood’s talk. Everyone took a lot of
knowledge and understanding from the presentation
and many have even pursued him for tips on how to
become a successful stockbroker.
Caitlin Thornley (12KSU)

Sixth Form news
team contacted me to say I’d been accepted I
felt incredibly honoured and I was pleasantly
surprised when on the phone Steph (the GSL
project manager) sounded as excited as I was. This
is my story…
Being the only GSL participant from my
school arriving at Wellington College’s courtyard
filled with strangers was a little daunting… I admit. I
knew these young people were passionate about
creating positive change in their communities. They
were enthusiastic enough to travel hundreds even
thousands of miles to be here, just for this
opportunity to become more inspiring, better
communicators and educators, to become even
better leaders. This reassured me and I respected
them already. I was ready to get stuck in.
It helped that the coaching team at GSL put a huge
emphasis on integration. During the first few days we
were regularly asked to meet one another in between
activities and find out facts about a new person, their
passion and their story in one way or another. As a
result, this made getting to know one another during
free time an effortless process and on a mass scale,
everyone was approachable – no one was left out.
This created an environment that was supportive,
gave participants a sense of belonging and one of
even greater purpose. We all felt we mattered to
each other and thus to the international community
because of our shared plans and passion, we will
create a better global community together.
The coaches were the embodiment of leadership and
we all wanted to emulate such commitment,
charisma and compassion towards each other. They
were also respectfully reserved, kick starting the
activities and setting momentum but then stepping
back and giving the floor to us.
My coach, Andy,
guided our team
which consisted of
young, passionate
teenagers ready to
change the world,
onto paths that
got us the most
and best we could
out
of
every
moment.

Global Social Leadership Programme
Hello there, I’m Matan. I
was a participant in the
Global Social Leaders
programme and this is
my story…
I first heard about Global
Social Leaders in the
Spring
from
Miss
Longhurst who works
tirelessly to find opportunities that help Sixth
Formers develop themselves as individuals outside
of school.
Global Social Leaders (GSL) is a 12 day leadership
residential run by Future Foundations and the
Wellington Leadership Institute and aimed at young
leaders who want to make a positive social impact
in their community. The international programme
attracts young people from across the world and
this year comprised of 60 students from 18
different countries, spanning from Australia to
Canada.
As a result of winning the Department of
Education’s Character Award, Future Foundations
offered a number of bursary places on this year’s
GSL. Applications were open to UK students who
attended Wellington College’s partner schools and
other Character Award winning institutions.
As soon as I heard about the opportunity I felt it
was a gift, I was passionate about bringing positive
change and wanted to inspire people with my
passion. This opportunity would provide me with
the skills and knowledge to help communicate my
messages and emotions clearly and concisely. It was
time to apply!

My application
The application form asked why I should be chosen,
what I thought a leader was and what my plans
were for a social action project when I came back
to school in September. I wrote from the heart, with
the gracious support of my brilliant teachers for
grammatical assistance when my heart had difficulty
with it and I was truly proud to send off the
application. When Steph from Future Foundations

Global Social Leadership Programme continued
The Global Social Leaders
experience have given me a
renewed
confidence
and
ignited a fire in my heart hotter
and brighter than it ever has
been. My project for the next
year is to turn my school into a
more
socially
aware
community.
I would like St. Crispin’s to be
more aware and open to
discussions on issues such as
depression and anxiety, aware
of the affect it has on students.
I have experienced the benefits
of working with a large group of fully supportive
students and have seen the positive impacts it has
made on those who feel more vulnerable. At GSL
I’ve had a glimpse at what a constructive world has
to offer, I have had a glimpse of paradise.
One of the key lessons I’ve learnt over my time at
GSL is that a leader rises out of the respect and
compassion they show others. A leader is someone
who is fully responsible (or response-able), this
means the person is present for every team mate
as much as is required. They stretch people beyond
their ‘comfort zone’ (but keep them out of the
‘panic zone’), inspiring them to achieve their full

potential.
Simultaneously,
they
provide
guidance,
reassurance and trust their
team unconditionally. The
mutual trust that this attitude
brings leads to a truly
congruent group of people,
passionate to achieve a
shared goal.
In summary, I learnt that
leadership is not about being
directive, giving orders and
expecting others to be
compliant solely on the fact
you have a mutual objective.
Respect for a leader is earned by being
compassionate and encouraging, sacrifice and
humility when accepting responsibility. Most of all, it
is about the people you work with and not all about
you.
I am extremely grateful to have had this opportunity
and would like to thank my teachers who brought
Global Social Leaders to my attention. Their
enthusiasm and commitment to find programmes
that bring the best in us ensures we fulfil our
potential and leave with the best foundations we
possibly could for a better future. Thank you St.
Crispin’s!

Library Reading Challenge
The Library has launched its'
Christmas 'Don't Judge a
Book by its Cover' Reading
Challenge'.
Staff have been given a pile
of reading presents and
asked to select a book based
on a simple question or
statement rather than the
front cover.
Students have an even
harder challenge - they don't
get any clues! They just
select a book as a lucky dip
from underneath the Library
Christmas Tree.

Sport news
Insight into Judo successes
My brother & I have been competing for
Pinewood Judo club since the age of 6, he
started Judo when he was 6 and I started when I
was 4, we have until recently trained twice a
week for approximately 5 hours a week but are
now training 3 times a week (about 6.5 hours a
week) and then we compete at weekends. We
have fought in the UK and in Belgium. My
brother has won medals in internationals as well
as against UK competitors and I have won
medals in both UK and international
competitions, I have also won 2 national medals
for the BJA and was national BJC champion.
My dad started us in judo because his friend was
a national champion and he liked the discipline
and respect aspects of the sport as well as the
fitness it provided. We were fortunate to have
one of the best clubs in Europe on our door step
as well as some of the best coaches (the late Don
Werner and now Mark Fricker/Colin Small).
We train every week of the year and have done
so since we first started judo, we only have
around 3 weeks of the year off judo (our family
holiday and Christmas).
N Jones (8MSA)

On 5th/6th December the Jones brothers
competed in the BJA British Championships
for Cadets and Pre-cadets.
N Jones fought exceptionally well and went
on to win Gold and become the 2015 British
Champion.
Huge congratulations.

Previous competitions have included the Bev Price
Memorial Teams at the BJA centre of excellence in
Walsall where C Jones won bronze in the Pinewood
Heavy Weight Boys Team (U16) fighting in five 3
minute fights with only one loss. N Jones won gold
in the Pinewood Light Weight Boys Team (U16)
fighting in seven 3 minute fights with no losses.
C Jones also won gold in the Harlow Judo
Championships in November.

B Thompson (11ND) has recently won gold in Wales
for DMT (Double Mini Tramp). He is currently
entered into the National league and they have 4
competitions which leads to a final in December at
the Olympic Stadium. We’ll keep you posted.

Sport news
C Rose (below)(11MHT) recently
competed in the BLCCs (British
Lead Climbing Championships)
held at Awesome Walls Sheffield.
She was placed 3rd in her age
category. This event was also the
3rd round of the Junior Lead
Cup, and this result along with
the other 2 rounds earlier in the
year gave her 3rd place in this
competition too.

L Clarke (7JA)
(above) took part
in the U13
Berkshire
Restricted
Badminton
Tournament
coming runner up
with her doubles
partner.

Well done to the Year 11 Football
Team who are through to the final
16 of The National Cup, beating
Hampton School 3-2.

We now have a ski
team who train
every Friday at the
John Nike Centre.
Contact E Yeo
(12RWS) or Mrs
Beglin for further
details—
beglina@crispins.co
.uk

Congratulations to
the Year 9/10
(right) Netball
Team who recently
beat Piggott 20-4
to win their
league!

(Right) Girls’ Netball Team
placed 2nd in their tournament.
GD: C Addy (Yr8)
WD: E Rhind (Yr 7)
C: I Nichols (Yr 8)
WA: M Smith (Yr 8)
GA: A Greig (Yr 9)
GS: E Payler (Yr 8)
GK: C Gulliford (Yr8)

Well done to the Years 9-12 Team A
Football Team (above) who won all
their
league
matches
at
a
tournament at Goals and went onto
reach the final. After a nail biting
game the final score was 3-2 to

Sport news
Badminton Club
Badminton Club is
held every week
on
Thursdays.
Open to Year 7 &
8 girls from 3.20—
4pm and then 4-4.30pm for squad
(by invitation).

Football Club
Football club is run by
Reading Football Club and is
held every week on Tuesdays
from 3.20-4.15pm. It is open
to girls from all year groups.

Basketball Club
Basketball club is held on
Wednesdays every week for
girls and Year 7 boys. Then
Mondays after school for all
other boys (team only).

Netball Club
Netball club is held on
Wednesday after school for
Years 7– 9.

Term Dates 2015/2016
Spring Term
Tuesday 5th January—Thursday 24th March
Half Term
Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February
Summer Term
Monday 11th April—Tuesday 19th July
Half Term
Monday 30th May—Friday 3rd June
Inset day—Monday 4th January

St. Crispin's School

Here at St. Crispin’s we are fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Whatever your talent or
achievements may be, please keep us updated so we can share and celebrate your successes with the rest
of the school community. Email Mrs Tromans with your news — tromansh@crispins.co.uk

The last day of term is Friday 18th December. Students will finish at 12.40pm with the school buses
departing at 12.50pm.

H Tromans /Winter 2015

Follow us on Instagram

