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In September 2013 St Crispin’s celebrated it’s 60th anniversary.

On one of the few dry and sunny days this September the whole school gathered
together for a celebratory photograph. It took a lot of careful planning as we were
unable to fit everyone onto the playground at the same time. Tempest, the
photographers, were confident they could do ‘a stitch’, whereby they
photographed the school in two halves and then ‘stitched’ the two shots together
back at their studio. Students and staff were arranged into height order and one
half of each year group and half the staff took their places for the first shoot. The
photographer made sure that everyone was facing the front, hands were neatly
placed in laps and there were lots of smiles. After the shot was taken the first
group went back to lessons and the second took their places. Everything went
smoothly and the photographer was pleased with the shots he got.
The resultant photo is on display in the school reception—and you really can’t see
the join!

Headteacher’s end of term letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
As you can see from our newsletter this term has once again been busy and full of very many lovely
opportunities for our students.
The academic year started with a week to celebrate our 60 th Anniversary. We spent a week in
September hosting special assemblies and held the official opening of our repainted “Winter” mural.
Our special assemblies were held by Robin Cops, an ex-Governor and great friend of St Crispin’s, who
explained the rich architectural history of the buildings. It would be fair to say (would it not) that our

outside buildings are not very beautiful! Nevertheless in the New Year we will be unveiling a blue
heritage plaque in recognition of the buildings’ significance. The plaque will read:
“1953, St Crispin’s School, Influential prototype built by the Ministry of Education”
Our buildings were opened as the first prototype of the post–war school building programme. The
Tower demonstrated how prefabrication techniques could be applied cost effectively to permanent
multi-storey buildings. So perhaps it is not a surprise that St Crispin’s was constructed at a time of
post-war austerity. On the other hand, much attention was given to the design of the inside of the
school and on that front those original architects were right in putting the priority on what happens on
the inside of a school.
And what happens on the “inside” of St Crispin’s is good! I do hope this newsletter gives you a flavour
of what a vibrant and positive community we have.
You will have noticed over the past year our re-branding of the signage outside of school. In February
we will be extending this work to the school website. I hope you will have the time to read our longer
article later which outlines what our website offers as well as how we hope to develop our “twitter”
system to help keep you informed about return to school times for trips and sporting events.
Finally all that remains is to wish all our students and families a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
All students return to school on Tuesday 7th January 2014.

Yours faithfully,

Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Cake sale helps Ugandan orphans
A group of students, under the direction of
Mrs Beglin, gave up their time to bake
cakes for a sale, the profits from which
went to Suubi Orphanage in Uganda.
Jeremy Best, from Corpus Christi Church in
Wokingham, came to school to collect a
cheque for £100.
The money was used to purchase 50 plates
and cups for children at the orphanage.

Careers Convention comes to St Crispin’s
On November 5th St. Crispin’s once again played host to the
Careers Convention, which has become an annual event. There
were 30 stands of prospective employers, ranging from the

Army through to estate agents as well as the University of
Surrey and various colleges and apprenticeship organisations. The
turnout was excellent with many students
gaining valuable ideas, information and advice
on their future careers.

CHILDREN IN NEED
St Crispin’s has currently raised a jaw-dropping £1096.00 for this year’s
Children in Need. We raised the money through a Pudsey treasure hunt
and a guess-how-many-sweets-in-the-jar competition. The winner of
both competitions was Stacey Moore in 9AMH.
We also held a mufti day where everyone came in plain clothes in
exchange for a donation of £1.
Ciara Coyle, 9AMH

The Time Lord has landed!
To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Dr Who, the library door was
transformed to become the door to the TARDIS.
On entering, students found a display of Dr Who related books
and articles. Book Club members also had the chance to make
their own mini-TARDIS.
The Book Club has been busy with lots of other activities,
including: Design Your Own Superhero; Design The Cover To Your
First Bestselling Novel; Diary of a St Crispin's Kid and Design A
Warhol Style Painting.

We have especially had fun writing limericks and chatting about
books we love. At the end of each term there is a mini celebration
and all members go away at the end of the year with a portfolio of
work and a raft of new stationery to keep. Next year we have many themes to explore including
Sherlock Holmes, Fashion Design, Enid Blyton and Sci-Fi.
Just like the TARDIS, the library can take you anywhere!
The Book Club welcomes new members and is open to students in Years 7 and 8. We meet in
the library on Friday lunch times.
Mrs Kennedy, Librarian

C Travis, 12AME, had an experience to remember when, as part of the
Berkshire Youth Orchestra he played violin in a concert at the Royal Albert
Hall. The BYO opened the concert as winners of the prize for innovation in
the National Finals of Music for Youth and closed it playing Elgar’s Pomp
and Circumstance march.

Year 9 Visit the Science Museum
On our visit to the museum we saw how the world will need to prevent total loss of power,
some of the first ever aircraft, and some of the Apollo rockets. We went to the Red Arrows
simulator. It was like a movie that has got moving seats in the cinema, and a 3D effect in
the screen. The best bit of the day was getting into the Apollo 4D cinema.
We had a look around all of the museum and the whole trip was great fun and not to be
missed.
Adam Maddox 9RB

Climbing to the top
Catrin Rose, 9AMH, has scaled the heights of her chosen sport to become Youth Champion in
her age group at championships held in Leeds earlier this year.
Many people don't even realise that climbing can be a competitive sport, but Catrin trains in
Reading three times a week and, during the summer, won all six rounds to come out overall
competition winner at the Reading Climbing Festival. In November she won the Welsh Open
Championships and this month she learned that she has been selected for the GB climbing team
for 2014.
Well done, Catrin!
SPORTS UPDATES
Well done to the Year 8 girls’ hockey team with their 3-2 win against the Holt
girls.
The hockey team is still looking for new girls from Years 7-9 to join. Their
reputation is getting more and more popular following their vast improvement, as last time the
score was 3-0 to the Holt.
The Year 7 boys have got off to a great start in the rugby league. The A team are
currently 4th in the A league and the B team are 2nd in the B league!
Great scores from the Year 8 boys’ rugby team too! Previous results include an
outstanding win of 53-5 against Bulmershe and also a 17-12 win against Waingels,
which really is a great start to this year.
The Year 9 rugby team also have a good chance of beating Waingels in their
upcoming rugby match, because of previous wins last year.

To any boys who are interested, a new football team will be starting up soon for
Years 7-9; ask your P.E teacher for more information.
Emma Milton, 8EJA

Going For Gold
Congratulations to B Thomspon, 9ND, a talented gymnast at Pinewood Gymnastics
Club. In October him and his team competed at the Bracknell International Cup and
won gold in both the Team category and the Boys’ Micro competition. More recently
the team competed at the International Euro Cup held in Gran Canaria, representing
their club and country and again took gold in the Team category and Boys’ Micro. In
March the team will again compete at the Bracknell International competition where
they hope to qualify for the British Championships. Should the team be successful in
winning the British Championships, then they will represent GB in the European
Championships, to be held in Iceland in October 2014.

Congratulations to Ed Bradley, 8CY, who has been selected as Assistant Captain for the U13
Great Britain Ice Hockey Squad. This is a fantastic achievement and we wish him all the best
for next February when he will be representing his country in a Junior International
competition in Quebec, Canada.

Year 8 Team Building Weekend

On Friday 20th September four coaches took most of
Year 8 and quite a few teachers to the Pioneer Centre
in Kidderminster to spend the weekend Team
Building.
We were lucky and went to the coaches at the
beginning of lesson 5 to start our long journey to our
exciting weekend.
We arrived in time for our evening meal, which was a
delicious beef lasagne. Straight after we chose an
evening activity. I chose the big bounce inflatable obstacle course and we had to score as
many goals as we could without knocking anything over. The activity finished at 9pm and
we had an hour to get into our room, unpack and get into bed before the lights went out
at 10pm. The rooms were nice and modern and four people slept in a room. We then had
to be quiet; not many of us managed that and we played quite a few games with our
torches. We finally got to sleep, but I am not sure when.
We woke up at 7.30am and went to breakfast at 8.00am. We spent the rest of the day
doing Team Building Activities and having a great time. Some of the activities we could
choose from were abseiling, high ropes, raft building and rock climbing but my favourite
was the tunnel. We were all given a torch and had to go into an underground tunnel and
explore. We then played hide and seek, man hunt and zombies. In the evening there was
a disco and when we went to bed on Saturday night no one spoke, we all went straight to
sleep.
On Sunday after breakfast we tidied our
rooms and packed our cases. Afterwards we
had other activities. I had the crate game
where we had to stand on our own crate
and then had to move into height order. If
someone fell off they took a crate away.
We had lunch followed by awards and then
we got on the coach and came back to St Crispin’s School.
Thank you to all the teachers who gave up their weekend to take us. We all had a great
time.
Tom Mayers, 8KMN and Dodou Manneh, 8EJA

DEBATING MATTERS

This year the Sixth Form has formed its own debating team
under the direction of Miss Mead. Entered into the
national debating competition, Debating Matters, a
national debating competition for Sixth Form students, we
initially organised an in house debate in the Lecture
Theatre for a Year 12 audience. Although the topic,
Megacities, is not a common conversational topic,
researching Megacities proved insightful as it raised many questions about both the economical
and moral implication of these cities and their effect on the developing world. The debate was
an enjoyable experience which pushed students, including myself, to become more comfortable
speaking in front of a large audience – a vital skill throughout multiple career paths. Following
this debate we competed against another local school at Heathfield School in Ascot. It was a
really enjoyable opportunity to challenge other students and their views in a competition
environment and we look forward to our next chance to compete.
Lucy Stacey, 13AM

Congratulations go to Harriet Kelsey, 10LHS, on her success in archery. At a recent indoor
championship she came 1st in the Junior Lady U16 section, and has just been confirmed as the
national record holder, with a score of 593. She is currently ranked 19th nationally in the Junior
Girls’ Recurve Category and holds 9 county archery records in various age groups. During the
summer she obtained the highest possible classification, Junior Master Bowman, for the
second year running. Harriet now trains regularly at an Archery GB Academy, where a group
of juniors train with Olympians to progress to World Class level.
Introducing The Catering Crew
Pupils in The Catering Crew were given the task of supplying
enough cakes for 80 staff and, following trial testing, costing and
producing a tender based on their work, delivered a successful
pitch to the Staff Social Committee for providing refreshments for
extended break.
In the classroom they quickly organised
themselves into three groups, with a designated leader, and
prepared and cooked the chosen cakes within an hour, and
washed up!
Pupils received very encouraging feedback and when their services
were offered to provide refreshments for the Governors’ day in school they were gratefully
accepted.
Mrs Whittington, Head of Food Technology

World Challenge Update
Our expedition preparation for Cambodia 2014 is well and truly
underway after a very successful UK1 planning weekend on the 5th/6th
October. All three teams of about 12 students each, spent the weekend
sleeping and eating at school with the aim of drawing up an itinerary
for the expedition which consists of three main phases; trekking,
culture & exploration of the country and, most importantly, the project
phase where we will be each visiting small communities and schools as
well as lending our hand to conservation or building projects.
The trip is taking place next summer for four weeks and each student
taking part must raise a large sum of money in order to get there. So far
in our efforts to raise funds there have been a fair few cake sales and
many teas and drinks sold at school
events as well as tremendous individual efforts such as quiz nights
and car boot sales. We have all been supported very generously by
you as parents and others associated with the school at such events
and would like to thank everyone who has kindly donated their
money and/or their time. We hope that you will be able to spot us in
our future endeavours to raise funds as we all look forward to this
once-in-a-lifetime trip!
Kate Partridge, 11KG

The Millett Murals and School Blue Plaque
In September, during the 60 year anniversary
celebrations, the final Millett mural was unveiled by the
Town Mayor, Martin Bishop. This brings to a conclusion a
ten year project to re-establish the three murals together.
All were over-painted in the early ‘70s during the
modernisation of the school but thanks to sponsorship
from an ex-pupil, The Wokingham Society and
Wokingham Town Council, the first two (Summer and
Autumn) were recovered by experts. Unfortunately this
was not possible for the final mural (Winter) and so artist
Saskia Huning exactly recreated it this year using
traditional techniques. The result is stunning.

The Town Mayor cuts the ribbon watched by
the artist, Ms Rhodes and Mr Cops

As former Governor Robin Cops explained, during three
assembly talks about the origins of the school, the murals were not added later but designed in
by the architect. In fact, the school was the first of the developmental schools designed by the
Ministry of Education after the war and was hugely influential for school building techniques
and contents. It is possibly the most important secondary school and most visited in Britain
and today is Grade II listed. To mark its importance the Wokingham Society will be installing a
blue plaque on the building in the new year and adding it to the town’s Heritage Trail.
If you would like to see the unveiling of the Winter mural on the BBC visit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ip1o8Du_8CA

St Crispin’s Biodiversity Area
The science department is currently developing a biodiversity area and maybe you could help!
Our aim is to create a space around the new science block (and possibly across the whole of the
school) that encourages and promotes local wildlife. I have lots of ideas as part of this vision, such
as creating a wildlife hedgerow that would encourage hedgehogs, birds and insects; setting up
areas of land to naturally develop through a process called succession and even setting up bird and
bat nesting boxes with built in video cameras so we can watch the chicks hatch. We would also like
to set up a greenhouse to grow and produce plants for use in lessons, or even for students to run
as an enterprise project where they grow and sell plants.
Who is it for?
Our plan is to create an area that will not be enclosed or restricted, but any student can visit any
time, as long as they are respectful, and see what is going on.
Where next?
We have recently had some money kindly donated by the PTA, which we will use initially to create
a series of outdoor posters that explain the ecology at work. Early next year, we hope to be the
recipients of a large batch of mixed trees that encourage wild life and so will be looking for some
volunteers to help plant them.
How can you help?
We are currently recruiting student volunteers who would like to be part of a team to help run and
manage this area. Alternatively, perhaps you have some links with companies or people that
might be able to provide some resources to help get the area going. If you think you might be able
to help, please contact me on rosed@crispins.co.uk
Dr Rose, Head of Biology

Christmas Market
The PTA Christmas Market took place on Wednesday 20th
November. There were 32 external stall holders in the school
hall selling a variety of goods, including jewellery, toiletries,
cards, jams and chutneys, glass painting and confectionery. A
delicious selection of food, representing cultures from around
the world, was provided by parents from the International
Group. There were tombolas, raffles and a Guess the Name of
the Teddy competition.

The choir entertains the shoppers

Students in Years 7 and 8 had designed their own games, and these
took place in the gym. The School Choir was on hand to provide some
seasonal music to entertain the crowd of students, parents and staff.
A great time was had by all!
Students from 8RS at their stall

New School Website – to be launched on February 3rd 2014
A preview of the site, which is currently under construction, is available at:
http://dsnbox.co/dev/stcrispinswp
Follow all of the ‘Latest News’ on the school Twitter Feed. This can be viewed on the home
page of the website. Alternatively, you can follow the daily tweets at:
www.twitter.com/crispinsschool.

An alternative way to follow our news is available on Facebook at:
wwwfacebook.com/stcrispinsschool

From early in the spring term all sports news can be viewed from the website or followed on
Twitter @crispinssport:

Students at St Crispin’s join one of the biggest global learning programmes ever!

In its first three days, more students, all over the world, used the ‘Hour of Code’ than Facebook,
Twitter, Snapchat and Instagram combined in their first three months. And it’s not a photosharing app or a game, it’s learning to code! You can see exactly how many students have been
involved at: www.csedweek.org
One of the ‘Hour of Code’ activities is ‘Light-bot’, which can be played on the PC or on a
smartphone.
“I think that it is a good way to introduce more complex
programming and other IT coding games”.
Nathan White, 7RAI

“I think Light-bot is amazing and really helps us think.
Also, it is very interesting”.
Danielle Taylor, 7RAI
“I really like Light-Bot as it’s so simple to use but the puzzles are challenging. I would
recommend it as it really gets you into programming.
The more complicated puzzles are a good challenge but fun at the same time!”
Megan Smith, 7RAI

“I think that light-bot is really cool and
really fun. And it makes learning fun and
creative”.
Yeukai Gore, 7RAI

Mr Elward, Director of e-learning

AUTUMN GALA AND GALA UNPLUGGED 2013
This year’s Autumn Gala and Gala Unplugged performances demonstrated the wide ranging
talent of St. Crispin’s students. Both the Main Hall and Studio 1 were at full capacity on each
night, showing the strength of support behind the Performing Arts at St. Crispin’s. The
Autumn Gala gives students from across all year groups the opportunity to showcase skills
that we might not see in the classroom! The students are mentored through a six week
rehearsal period alongside independent rehearsals in their own time.
Working
independently gives them ownership of their own work and it is such a pleasure as a
teacher to see them grow in confidence from audition to performance.
A particular highlight was seeing the KS3 students perform Revolting Children from the West
End hit Matilda. They really rose to the challenging timing and choreography in the song;
Emma Milton brought the character of Bruce to life and proved girls can be just as revolting!

K Gilbey, J Bruzas, A Lee, S Fletcher, E Harris and
Z Farrow wait backstage

Building on last year’s debut of ‘Gala Unplugged’, this year saw an increase in singersongwriters who produced some outstanding performances. This creativity was seen in
covers of well-known songs, such as Lorde’s Royal and the Guns ‘n’ Roses hit Sweet Child
O’Mine, as well as in original compositions. Lara Weaver and Will Barradale shared their
winning entries from the school’s Piano Composition Competition and Zoe Farrow and Amy
Shute also performed their own pieces demonstrating talent and abilities beyond their
years.
Mrs West, Head of Drama
The Gala Unplugged event raised £100 for Children in Need which contributed to
the whole school total of £1096!

AUTUMN GALA AND GALA UNPLUGGED 2013
The Student Experience
This year the Autumn Gala was held on Thursday November 14th and the unplugged version
on Friday November 15th. They consisted of a range of amazing acts including singing,
dancing, comedy sketches, poems and two large ensemble numbers. Some acts performed
their own pieces whilst others took on classics.
Before the gala took place all the cast had to attend rehearsals. These are very important to
the high quality finish that all of our shows have. Like in last year’s ‘Chicago’ the Music and
Drama departments took auditions from the willing acts and picked a select few to make it
into the show.
A performer in both galas, Jack Gulliford (9RD) said: ‘’It was an amazing experience and it
was a pleasure to work with all of the cast!’’
Head of Drama, Mrs West, said on social media “Congratulations students on the gala! Great
show” and also said “My students make me so proud! I'm so lucky to work with such talent”
Matthew Brady, 9RWS
The rehearsal process was quite challenging as we had to be responsible for attending all
rehearsals and working on our teacher feedback independently. We enjoyed adding
choreography, but had to make sure that every move was in time to ensure a polished
and professional performance. I think we made a lot of progress between the audition
and the final performance. The final performance was quite nerve wracking as I had
never sung a solo in front of an audience before, but afterwards I felt great and really
proud of myself and the group. I can’t wait for Hairspray auditions in January!
Amber Noone, 9CFL
I had the opportunity to perform in both the Autumn Gala and Gala Unplugged, for
which I had to prepare two different pieces for two
very different performance spaces. Performing on
the stage allowed me to experiment with my full
dynamic range, whereas in the Studio I had to
adapt my skills to ensure my performance was
sensitive to the space and create the right mood for
the intimate atmosphere. I enjoyed collaborating
with my friends Dan Wooldridge, Jack NeedhamLeech and Joe Barr, I was also really impressed by
the other students in the Gala and the
S Shute, accompanied by D Wooldridge on guiperformances they gave on the night.
S Shute – Deputy Head Boy, 13KM

tar

ST CRISPIN’S PTA NEWS

I’d like to start with a big thank you to all parents, teachers, students, relatives and friends of
St Crispin’s for coming along and supporting the PTA Christmas Fair on Wednesday 20th
November. It was lovely to see so many people there having a good time. We raised over £1,500
thanks to all your generous donations for the tombola and raffle prizes.
Our next event is the annual Quiz night on Friday 28th March. This is usually sold out close to the
event, so if you’d like to come along and pit your knowledge against last year’s winners (the
History Department), get your team together! We will send out more information in the New
Year on parentmail.
As always, money raised through PTA events is being put to good use around the school. So far
this year, we have donated £1000 to the Technology Department to pay for a Dye Sublimation
Printer and Clam Heat Press, £630 to the Chemistry Department to pay for some much needed
resources for A Level and £200 to the Biology Department to develop a biodiversity area on site.
Finally, I’d like to announce the winning number of the big £500 prize from our 500 club this year:
Number 64. Congratulations!
If you’d like to join the 500 club or can offer help at a future PTA event, please see the website

or email pta@crispins.co.uk
Thanks for your continued support!
Phillipa Temmink, PTA Chair

6th FORM QUIZ NIGHT
In order to raise money for use in the sixth form common room Chloe Lane and Laura
King, heads of the Social Committee, organised and led a quiz night with help from the
Head Team and the Charity Committee. The quiz night was held on 15 th October and
was open to Year 12 and Year 13 as well as having a few teacher-led teams too. The quiz
included question rounds such as general knowledge and sports, but also some
unconventional rounds such as a logo quiz, movie quote guessing round and Disney round.
Pizza and drinks were provided and there was heated competition and a close finish, but the
winners were team G4G who came back from a low score to beat a teacher’s team and
several others.
“It was good fun and well organised, and gave me a chance to mix with Year 12.”
Heidi Canning – Year 13
The night was a great success and enabled the Sixth Form to purchase new speakers
with plans for further improvements with the remaining funds. The Social Committee
has already begun their next fundraising event in the form of the Christmas Banquet on
17th December, which will be available to Year 12 and Year 13.

M Hales, 8RS, entered The Red Tractor Make it with Mince Young Chef
Challenge 2013, where students create an original recipe using beef or
lamb mince, producing a meal for two for under £10. The National
Champion wins a day in London with celebrity chef James Martin to learn
about working in the catering industry with a potential behind-the-scenes
trip to Saturday Kitchen and a chance to experience cooking in two top
London restaurants.
Unfortunately he was not a winner this time but his cooking certainly was
and hopefully he will be encouraged to enter again next year. Well M Hales with his creation
done!!
YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
On the evening of Tuesday 26th November St. Crispin’s hosted the Rotary Young Chef
Competition in which competitors prepared, cooked and served a two-course healthy meal
(main course and dessert) suitable for two people, for £10.
The competition, run by the RIBI, aims to encourage young people to develop cookery and food
presentation skills, consider healthy eating options and prove their organisational and planning
skills and their ability to cope in a demanding situation.
Five pupils from Luckley House School and St. Crispin's, including Sam Hastings, 10MHT, and
Emma Beaurain, 11KBR, took part with parents and teachers there to support them. The Rotary
Club president and Tony Higgins, who organised the event for Rotary, were there to present the
prizes and the media were in attendance.
The guests enjoyed refreshments whilst the pupils presented their meal to the judges for
tasting. The judges: Sean Valentine from the Aspire Group, Angelo Colao from local restaurant
Ruchetta and Philipa Temmink, a governor at St. Crispin's with a background in Product
Development, provided lots of positive feedback to the students and presented each with a
Master Chef Cookery Course book and certificate for taking part.
Congratulations to Bee from Luckley House who was the winner and goes forward to the next
round.
Sam’s entry
Emma’s entry

The winning entry

Mrs Whittington, Head of Food Technology

‘Track your Pet’ App Earns Year 9 Girls 2nd Place

A group of girls in Year 9 were lucky enough to visit Microsoft to
take part in the Digigirlz challenge. The girls spent the day at the
company’s offices in Reading, along with girls from schools all over the district.


Overall it was a great experience because we got to learn quite a lot about the different
roles inside a large business like Microsoft. We were able to question executives and see
first-hand the technology they have created, like the newly released X-Box One.



We got given a challenge were we had to design a practical and useful app that could be
used on Windows phones, computers or surfaces. This was the best part of the day
because we were given the opportunity to independently work as a team and come up with
imaginative and creative ideas. Everyone had different roles, whether it was working with
the camera, acting, designing or putting everything together in our short 2-minute film.



Our video and concept made most of the people in the lecture theatre laugh!! Thankfully
all our hard work was rewarded as we got 2nd place, when over 20 schools attended from
all over the place, and were rewarded with a £25 Amazon voucher each!!
Elinor Harvey, 9AMH

Computer Science Course at Villiers Park Educational Trust, Foxton
In November this year I was accepted onto a week long residential Computer Science course in
Foxton, run by the Villiers Park Educational Trust. It was taught by two PhD students from
Cambridge University; one was studying theoretical computer science and the other studying to
improve modern programming languages.
The course covered a wide range of topics, from abstract
mathematical theories to more practical programming
exercises in languages that I had never heard of, and was
taught through university style lectures and tutorials. We
also visited the National Codes Centre at Bletchley Park and
saw many different machines from throughout history; we
even got to program on the BBC computers!
The week culminated in presentations on group projects that we had been working on
throughout the week, each based on a lecture, all of which were really interesting and very
impressive given that we hadn’t known the material for long. I had a fantastic week and met
some great people from across the UK with a wide range of interests, all of whom I am still in
contact with. I would definitely encourage other students to apply for this course, especially if
they intend studying anything Computer Science related at university.
Helena Bower, 13LD

After a successful season in the Wokingham League, members of the Year 7 rugby squad took
on the best the County had to offer at the Berkshire U12 Rugby Festival which was held at
Reading Blue Coat School on the 21st November. St. Crispin’s were drawn in a tough group
taking on two independent schools, Claire’s Court and Reading Blue Coat, with John Madejski
Academy and Upton Court Grammar School making up the pool. After respective 5-1 and 1-0
defeats against Claire’s Court and RBC, the squad re-grouped and went on to win their final
two games and finish 3rd in the group. This meant that they
went on to contest the County Vase knock out competition.
St. Crispin’s quickly put to bed their quarter- final match against
Charters School, Ascot recording a 6-0 victory. They then went
on to defeat Forest ‘B’ 3-1 in the semi-final. The final, against
The Downs School, Newbury, got off to a bad start with St.
Crispin’s conceding an early try but the boys rallied,
demonstrating tremendous team spirit to deservedly win the
game 2-1.

The team celebrates victory

Although only 15 boys played in the Festival the trophy was testament to the hard work that a
total of 35 boys have put in over the season in representing the school at both this and the
Wokingham League competitions.
Well done to all those boys who have represented the school this season.
Mr Nelson, Head of PE

In trampolining I compete at international level for Wales. Recently I competed in the Welsh
Cup and came 3rd. I also went to the Czech Republic where I competed in the age group above
me. I was against people aged 17 and 18, when I was only 14 and came 10th out of 21, which
was really good! I also went to Portugal on a training camp. On December 8 th I am competing
in the Welsh Championship in two categories: World Class Development, age 15 – 16 and the
group above me, which is about the same as the group in the Czech Republic. I hope to medal
in my age group and get about 10th in the other category.
In this competition I may also be doing the syncro event with my partner from Wales,
Morgan Horne.
Aoife Acton, 10JA
More Trampolining Success
Congratulations to K Dale, 7KSH, who came 3rd in the Southern Regional
Trampolining Competition held on the Isle of Wight at the beginning of
December. She has now qualified for the National Schools Zonal Finals in
January.
Good luck.

Year 12 entertain local Senior Citizens
St. Crispin’s 2013 Christmas Senior Citizens’ party was a lot of
hard work; however it was also a big success thanks to the
dedication of the Year 12 students and staff members
involved.
The day before the party the main food preparation and
decorating began with a trip to Costco involving Dan Bilyard,
TK Mafuta, Miss Riddle and myself, with the lovely assistance
of Banny who drove us. Following a list made by Miss Riddle
and me we were able to buy the basics of what we needed,
even though we had a budget to stick to, and finished in
about two hours. As we didn’t have enough money to buy
everything we wanted for the party I took it upon myself to
bake fifty Christmas biscuits using what I had at home, as a
way of giving back to the school for all they have done for me.

Guests enjoy their lunch as they listen to
the choir.

Wednesday morning, the day of the party, and we had access to the Wokingham Borough
Council Leisure Centre and both the decorating and food preparation committees began to
prepare; some even going above and beyond, by doing more than was expected.
As the guests arrived we had waiters around the room, with the entertainment about to begin
including: magic tricks starring Sean Phelps; the St. Crispin’s Choir and Year 12’s very own singing
stars, Zoe Farrow, Kiera Gilbey, Megan Jarvis, Alice Lee, Emma Harris and Alice Harnett. Also for
entertainment we had a brass duo, Max Hession and Lizzie Alborough, and of course what’s a
Christmas party without the appearance of jolly, old St Nick and his special helper, played by
Mark Doran and Steve Fletcher.

I personally really enjoyed helping to prepare everything for the
party and putting in the extra time. For me this was a whole new
experience, as I had never done anything like this before in my
life and just the little things, such as helping to walk someone
inside, gave me such a sense of responsibility. Most importantly,
the guests had a lovely time and will hopefully be coming back
next year. This may have just been a small party to some but to
others it was the start of a very Merry Christmas.
A big thank you to those that that donated gifts, food and time to
making this party possible; we couldn’t have done it without you.

S Fletcher and M Doran as the
Christmas Elf and Santa.

Laura King, 12AME

Calling all Engineers of the Future: a Message from The Smallpeice Trust
‘Nerdy’ or ‘boring’ – that’s how 15% of adults and teenagers perceive engineers. The
Smallpeice Trust needs you – the parents – to help break that common stereotype.
At Smallpeice, we can help your son or daughter to become the engineering stars of
tomorrow. By enrolling on one of our many interesting and exciting courses – there are
more than 30 on offer – students could end up with a bright future in designing anything
from eco-homes to running shoes, space-craft or even water slides and roller coasters!
Research shows that, in the UK, there is a massive shortfall of engineering talent. UK
businesses are currently having to recruit from abroad to fill the engineering gap. But you
can help change that by encouraging your son or daughter towards an industry which has
many benefits. As an engineer, they can expect to be well-paid and enjoy world-wide
travel with plenty of career prospects.
Aside from all that, all of our courses are subsidised and they are proven to help build
essential life skills such as problem-solving, presentation skills and team-work whilst
building confidence. They also enhance CVs and help UCAS applications really stand out.
All the courses take place at universities across the country which means students also get
a valuable insight into what university life is like.
Help whet your son or daughter’s appetite for a future in engineering with The Smallpeice
Trust. Encourage them to take a look at the courses on offer and sign up today!
To find out more about what courses are on offer please log into:
http://www.smallpeicetrust.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=23

St. Crispin's Performing Arts departments are delighted to announce that the
School Production 2014 will be the 60’s hit “Hairspray”.

Put the dates in your diary!

SEE THE PERFORMING
ARTS BOARD & TWITTER
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

We wish you a very
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy and Healthy New Year

