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Silver medal

New science block opens for lessons February 2013
Over the year students and staff have watched with anticipation as the architect’s vision of the new
Science block progressed from a water logged building site, due to the wettest winter in decades, to the
inspirational building it is today.
There are 9 state of the art laboratories with 85 square metres of floor space as well as 2 large, fully
equipped preparation rooms. The heating and ventilation is controlled automatically to respond to the
temperature of the environment.
The inclusion of a lecture theatre with adjoining conference room is proving to be invaluable to all
departments, and since opening has been booked almost every day for assemblies, lectures, training
sessions and break out activities. Both students and staff are enjoying the new teaching facilities.
Refurbishment of the former science block is now underway to provide a new English department,
causing much excitement.
We are very proud of this new facility and encourage everyone to visit during parents’ evenings and
open evening. We are keen to ensure disabled access is available, so please let us know if you require
any specific disabled access in advance and we will ensure support is available.
Olivia Hukin (Yr9) said: “The building is very high tech and it’s much easier to do practicals now.”
Sam Reddin (Yr 7) said: “Brilliant facilities and equipment.”
Jacob Chennells (Yr7) said: “It’s much more comfortable to work in.”
Tristan Pearce (Yr7) said: “We can actually get on with our work much better, as it’s nice and quiet.”

Headteacher’s End of Term letter

March 2013
Dear Parents & Carers,
I have now been at St Crispin’s for one term and I am happy to say that I
have been “shocked at nothing and delighted with much!” I have
enjoyed a very warm welcome from students and staff alike and other
than my new acquired fascination with snow feel extraordinarily proud
to be Headteacher of this school!
I hope you enjoy reading our termly newsletter which shows what a
vibrant place St Crispin’s is and the many opportunities it offers
students. I would however like to take this opportunity to highlight one or two important appointments
made this term. Firstly I am pleased to share that Mr. Andy Hinchliff will be joining after Easter as our
newly appointed Deputy Headteacher and to announce the promotion of Mr. Railton Blyth as our new
Assistant Headteacher. Both colleagues will join members of a very supportive Senior Leadership Team
who are ambitious to make St Crispin’s be the best it can.
I am also delighted to share the appointment of our new Head Boy and Girl Team. As ever the quality of
students was very impressive and following presentations to the whole Sixth Form the team were duly
elected:
Head Boy Toby Wild

Deputy Head Boy Sam Shute

Head Girl Liane Gannon

Deputy Head Girl Tasha Wallum

Our new Science Block was opened to students at the beginning of this half term and it has been a real
joy to see it in action. The new block will be officially opened next term, but I am keen that all parents
have an opportunity to look around this impressive building. We will therefore open the block for all
parents’ evenings’ events in the coming weeks and hope you might take the opportunity for your son or
daughter to show you around.
The end of term arrangements are as usual, school will end on Thursday 28 th March at 12.40pm and the
school bus will depart at 12.50pm. Our new term starts on Monday 15th April.

Yours faithfully,

Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

Preparing for success
Joining St Crispin’s in January 2013, new
headteacher Ms Rhodes wasted no time in getting
to know students in year group assemblies. In one
special assembly to Year 11 Ms Rhodes spoke
about her hopes for students to achieve the life
and career of their choice. To help them focus on
their future she spoke about the need for
preparation and hard work in the final count down
Ms Rhodes with 6th Form Head Team
to their GCSE exams. Asking students to cast their
minds forward and to imagine their feelings on
form
headteam
Ms Rhodes
GCSE results day, Ms Rhodes, with the help of staff and theVI6th
Form
Headwith
team,
gave each student an
envelope containing their predicted grades as of January 2013. The exercise helped students to
experience the highs and lows of results day and to identify the areas of study that they need to work
on, so as to secure the grades they want to see on results day next August and to achieve their
ambitions for future success. “I was disappointed with my predicted grades, but it has motivated me to
work harder, especially when I think of how little time there is until our GCSEs ” Hannah Baldwin (Yr11)

ICT enthusiasts visit Microsoft
In February we were invited to spend a morning at the Microsoft offices in Reading to find out more
about careers in the ICT industry. We learnt a lot from listening to the first hand experiences of current
interns, working at Microsoft during their university placement year.
One intern called
Natasha said she had
wanted to be a
professional tennis
player and that
business was not
something she had
really thought about,
but she showed us it
was okay to change
career choice. One
important thing we did learn was that it is crucial to get a good balance between school work and other
interests. Another intern, Alex, told us that first impressions are everything and that gaining contacts
will give us a real boost when searching for a job in hard times. He told us the way to build up contacts
was to take every opportunity in life to connect with people. Once he helped a man to fix his computer
and through that contact he had gone on to do lots of exciting things like skydiving and skiing. We then
met Andrew who showed us some of the new Windows 8 software and a feature called Smartglass,
and to get us all involved he used his Xbox Kinect to get us on our feet dancing.
From this visit we gained some key points to help us in life and this visit was one of the most
inspirational trips we have ever been on with St Crispin’s. By Olivia Buchanan-Ragone & Jon Woodburn
(Yr10)

Mathematician
Matt 10th in the
country
Following on from the success of his
silver medal last year Matt Jasper
scored full marks in the latest UKMT,
which qualified him to take part in the
Senior Maths Olympiad. Only 26 pupils
in the country qualified out of the
thousands of pupils who took part in
the challenge. Matt performed
exceptionally
well in the Senior
Olympiad and was awarded a gold
medal; he is now ranked 10th in the
country.

Matt Jasper with his Maths teachers
Mrs Beukes & Miss Garrett

In addition to Matt’s achievements on the Maths challenge circuit, he has also been offered a place at
Trinity College, Cambridge to study Maths after completing his A levels in summer 2013.
Congratulations and good luck, Matt.

Toyota Challenge
Year 8 engineering enthusiasts met recently with National Grid engineers to work on their car design for
the Toyota challenge. As well as advising the student team about their car design the engineers
discussed career opportunities and told the students about what it is like to work at the National Grid.

Andrei Andrian, Connor Brown, Adam Maddox, Hamed Arshad Andrei Chirovic,

Adam Maddox (Yr8) said: “We
spent time working on our solar
powered car, looking at things
such as what we might use for
the body of the car. We had to
take into consideration things
like materials, weight and
design, which will have an
effect on how the solar
powered battery performs in
driving the car. Our first car
body was made from a recycled
sandwich box from the
canteen.”

The rules of the Toyota challenge state that the vehicle must include recycled or recyclable
items within its design and the team must be able to demonstrate features which make the
vehicle environmentally friendly. The power used to drive the vehicle must be harnessed by
solar panels. Teams can design the car body shell to improve aerodynamics and aesthetics.

New Drama department
A new Drama studio opened its doors to keen students and teachers at the beginning of the new year.
Continuing with the school’s refurbishment plans, the old music room was converted into a second
drama studio complete with
stage lighting, a new floor and
curtains. Mrs West (Acting
Head of Drama) said: “We are
so excited to have a second
Students rehearse for the musical Chicago
teaching space purpose built
for Drama lessons. Rehearsal
space has increased for both
examination preparation and
rehearsals for the whole
school productions.”
What students say:
"It's great. I love the black
curtains and floor - it feels like
a proper studio"

Creative Writing:

Where He Lays
By the awakening flowers and reeds,
Crystals dance on the surface of water blue,
He holds in his hands sprouting seeds,
And on his hair sit drops of dazzling dew.
A current flows with each breath,
And the wind caresses the trees,
A tranquil place where there is no death,
Only sublime honey from the bees,
Each pearl of golden sunlight,
Rests on the palm of each and every petal,
He watches as wonders pass by with delight,
And closes his eyes as the world settles,
He is my Grandad and this is where he lays,
Where my memories and hopes are, that's

CHICAG0

Where he stays.

The Performing Arts Departments are
delighted to announce that this year’s
school production is the musical
vaudeville “Chicago”. A bold, challenging
and exciting venture that will inspire our
students and school community. We are
the first school in the country to acquire
the rights for this dazzling musical, and
we are thrilled to have the opportunity
to work on such an iconic show. Chicago
premiered in 1975 and enjoyed a
successful revival in 1997, winning six
Tony Awards; it has since toured the UK
and finished its run in London’s West
End.

By Melody Robinson 8ND

Tickets on sale soon
Performance dates:
3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th July 2013

Dame Ellen sets vision for the future
Dame Ellen MacArthur visited St
Crispin’s on Monday 11th February
to talk to students about the Ellen
MacArthur Foundation.
Using stunning photographic
images from her sailing trips
around the world, Ellen told
students that when she was out in
the middle of the ocean with no
access to land for weeks on end she
really valued her limited supplies,
and she came to fully appreciate
the meaning of a finite resource.
She went on to tell students that
while sailing alone she felt wholly
connected to nature and the elements. Her passion for the natural world inspired in her a commitment
to a circular economy and the Ellen MacArthur Foundation was launched in 2010.
The Foundation seeks to accelerate the advance of a circular economy by encouraging industrial
economies to become less reliant on finite natural resources, to use renewable energy, to eliminate the
use of toxic chemicals and to eradicate waste through careful design.
Ben Murray (Yr10) said: “I didn’t realise how depleted our natural resources were, if we carry on the
same way we will run out of things like tin and coal in just a few decades.”
Katie Ash (Yr10) said: “I really enjoyed the talk and I learnt a lot more about economics and I think
Dame Ellen’s ideas about a circular economy make very good sense.”
The Ellen MacArthur Foundation works to inspire a generation to re-think, re-design and build a positive
future: http://bit.ly/9tsnNR

Congratulations to newly elected head team
The new 6th Form Head Team was duly elected
following a short campaign which culminated with
each candidate making a presentation in the new
lecture theatre on how they would represent the
sixth form. The successful candidates are: Toby Wild
Head Boy and Liane Gannon Head Girl, Sam Shute
Deputy Head Boy and Tasha Wallum Deputy Head
Girl.

Ms Rhodes congratulates the new Head Team

The Head Team also lead on each of the four school council committees: PR, Project, Poster and
Ecology and are responsible for supporting and supervising Year 11 prefects in their duties. They also
represent the student body in putting forward ideas to senior staff and governors on how to augment
opportunities for students as well as ideas on how to improve the school environment.

German Exchange
The German exchange was an eye opening
experience into another country; in particular
how the people of Germany celebrate
Christmas.

Meeting with the Vice Mayor of Erftstadt

A fourteen hour journey by coach and ferry
was what we had to endure before reaching
Erftstadt, and thankfully no one was travel
sick. We finally arrived in Erftstadt around 7pm
on the 13th December to meet our German
exchange partners, who we were eager to get
to know. After a long day we enjoyed sitting
down to dinner in our partners’ homes before
getting a good night’s sleep ready for an early

start the next day.
We accompanied our German partners on their journey to school and for the first hour we worked in
the canteen before heading off to the snowy town of Monschau. First we shopped around a little before
heading to the glass museum to see the amazing way the glass sculptures are created. Following this
most of us went back to the town for lunch and to engage in some friendly snowball fights.
Over the weekend we spent time with our German families: meeting their friends, going to German
attractions and sampling local culture. Many of us had fun at Phantasialand, the local theme park.
The following Monday we met the Vice-Mayor of Erftstadt and visited the town hall, finding out about
the interesting history of the town. In the afternoon we went with our exchange partners across the
border to Maastricht, a city in the Netherlands. There we experienced our first Christmas market, which
was huge and very festive. There was a Ferris wheel and
an ice rink and a number of stalls where we could buy
Maastricht Christmas Market
Christmas gifts for our friends and family back home.
On Tuesday, we visited Cologne and the beautiful
Cathedral. After experiencing the awe-inspiring beauty
of the Cathedral, we headed off for an afternoon in the
town. This was broken up by a visit to the Lindt factory,
where we had the opportunity to observe the creation
of their chocolate
bunnies and sample
Cologne Cathedral
some of their
delicious chocolate.
On Wednesday we
visited
the
extraordinary town of Bonn, which used to be the capital of West
Germany. We took in the sites of the fantastic town and had a day of
shopping and exploring. When we arrived back we were picked up by
our partners and we prepared for the farewell party. We shared
photos on a big screen and ate food made by the German families.
Finally an early start and back to England. We all had an amazing time
and look forward to seeing our partners in March.
By Katie Smith and Ben White (Yr9)

Special Mentions
Megan Pettit (Yr12) travelled to Australia in January 2013 as a member
of Team GB to compete in the Australian Youth Festival. The festival is
an official Olympic event and was organised by the Australian Olympic
Committee. The event took place in Sydney at the year 2000
Olympic venues. Thirty nations were invited to attend, 1700 athletes in
total and Team GB sent a squad of 120.
Megan competed in the Gymnastics - Trampolining both as an
individual and with her partner Izzy Songhurst in the synchronised
event. She achieved a score of 137.190 in the individual event, gaining
5th place, and in the synchronised she won the silver medal.
The festival is run every 4 years to give aspiring athletes a taste of what
the real Olympics would be like, with an official opening ceremony, and
teams staying in an Olympic village.

Congratulations to
Aoife Acton (Yr 9) who
came fourth out of 68 in
the first national
trampoline gala of the
season in January 2013,
gaining an automatic promotion. She now jumps in the
U17s B category. Good luck for the future, Aoife.

Aoife impresses the judging panel

Sports Ambassadors
New to the Physical Education department this
year are the roles of Sports Ambassadors. Six
students: Thomas Bale and Florence Hale (6th
Form), Louis Barr, Elliot Maddison, Hannah
McClay and Elysia Avery (Yr 10) have been
selected for the roles by PE teaching staff
Flo Hale, Elysia Avery, Hannah McClay, Elliot Maddison, Louis Barr
because of their commitment to sport and
extracurricular activities. The ambassadors will
be the ‘voice’ of PE in school and they will liaise with PE staff and students to develop and implement
initiatives that promote participation in sporting activities. They will take part in some assemblies and
will be active in organising sporting events. They will also act as leaders and umpires in local primary
schools. If students have some ideas about sport in school, they can speak to the Sports Ambassadors
who will take those ideas to PE staff. Every effort will be made to implement those ideas either as an
extracurricular activity or to incorporate it into a PE class activity. By Mrs Pedder (PE teacher)

Digigirlz Conference 2012
A group of digitally minded Year 9 girls
enjoyed a fantastic day out at the
Microsoft Offices in Reading when they
took part in the Digigirlz conference.
Digigirlz is an annual event where
Microsoft invite female students from
local schools to take part in ICT led
activities to promote and encourage more
women to work in the ICT industry.
During the day students worked
collaboratively with Microsoft interns to
create new ideas for future ICT products.
To add a competitive element each group was judged by Microsoft staff and a prize was awarded to the
winning team.
The main challenge for students was to create a new app and to then think about how they were going
to market it and finance it, as well as considering how they would develop the app in the future. The
girls then spent some of the day filming scenes for a movie about their app which they then put
together to create a final advertisement using Movie Maker.
As well as the activities, there were
interactive talks from Microsoft staff and
students
were
introduced
to
demonstrations of new, cool products from
Microsoft. A delicious lunch was provided
and the girls were able to meet and
socialise with other students from across
Berkshire.

Creative Writing: Shadows in Paradise
The first thing I noticed when I woke up was the sand, glittering gold in the sunlight. It clung to my limbs
along with a layer of sticky salt. Gentle waves lapped against my feet, bringing a scent of salt and fish
with them. I sat up and looked around with one hand over my eyes to shield them from the dazzling
white sun. In front of me was a clump of fern-like plants with sharp, narrow leaves. Behind me was the
rolling ocean.
All of a sudden, a large grey cloud passed over the sun,
transforming the paradise into something menacing. The
golden dunes of sand turned to flat grey plains, the
ocean lost its sparkle and the distant jungle turned to a
mass of shadows, just like the rock that broke the ship.
By Holly Sargent (Yr7)

Clothes Show Live
In December a group of GCSE and A Level textiles students visited the Clothes
Show Live at the NEC Birmingham. The show was an exhibition of clothing,
jewellery, makeup, body products, celebrity, and fashion journalism. It also
gave new comers to the fashion industry a chance to display their designs and
products.
All the stores and stalls had price reductions and special offer deals on their
products to give them an edge over their competitors. There were goodie bags
being given away and there were lots of opportunities to win prizes.
The main event was a runway show, which was 45 minutes long, included 8
scene changes, 350 outfits and 40 models and dancers. The catwalk showcased
the latest fashion, makeup and hair trends, mixed with music and amazing
dance routines to capture the
audience’s attention.
One of the outfits featured on
the runway was the one pictured to the right. The colour
blocking and baggy shapes are on trend, and the two
different oranges work well together. The jumper could
easily be sold on the high street because it’s simple and
would be warm as it is knitted.
An eager audience awaits the catwalk show

By Sophie Brice (Yr10)

Medical ethics up for discussion
On Tuesday 5th February, our Year 10
Gifted and Talented RE group were joined
by local GP and school governor, Dr Jeremy
Platt. It was a great opportunity for us
because it tied in with our RE studies this
term on medical ethics. We discussed issues
such as euthanasia and abortion with him
and it was very interesting to hear
his professional opinion on such subjects, as
well as him firing some thought-provoking
questions our way. One of the questions
asked was, “Should euthanasia
Ellen Lucas & Kate Partridge
be legalized in the UK?” This triggered
debate among both pupils and teachers
alike, weighing up the advantages and disadvantages of the proposal. Overall it was a very beneficial
event which helped us to take some of the ideas raised to our lessons later in the week, and it also
allowed us to put our knowledge from previous lessons to good use. We would like to thank Dr Platt for
the time he gave up for us, it was well worth it!
By Kate Partridge & Izi Hart (Y10)

Careers
Year 10 Enterprise day

Sam Keen, Jade Luker & Lara Weaver Yr 10

Year 10 had a chance to develop vital
work skills during a day of activities on
Enterprise day. The East Berkshire
Partnership came into school to work
with students and to explore the various
skills and attitudes required to make a
business work.
The challenge for the day was to design,
build and market a business within a set
time constraint, budget and to certain
specifications.
Students worked in teams of 12 and
their first job was to identify their company’s business objectives before allocating job roles within the
company. The team then split into 3 departments to plan their business strategy before starting work
on the project.
The first department was the Project Group, which led the management of the task after it had first
researched the cost of the business premises . The second department was the Construction Group,
which built the premises and the third department was Marketing, which designed the promotional
material for the business.
On completion of the task, each team presented their business projects to the rest of the year group,
explaining their strategies and the reasoning behind their decisions.
Skills developed during the day: idea generation, group negotiation, team working, time management
and problem solving.

Year 9 Rebrand Reading
Visa financial services came to St Crispin’s to
work with Year 9 students on a project to
rebrand Reading.
Working in teams on their ideas students set
about rebranding Reading. The most popular
idea was to brand Reading as a great place
to host concerts and events with a state of
the art venue and camp site. The town would
also be seen as fully committed to
environmental values with most of its power
coming from renewable sources.
Visa provided lots of Olympics inspired goody bags and the winning teams are to
visit the Visa HQ in London. Originally the visit was for just the first place winners but
Visa were so impressed with the students and their ideas that they increased the
invite to include up to 25 students.

School Council News
New members of the school council had the chance to discover their inner leadership skills during a
training day in December at the Waterside Centre. The training day was run by Mr Stewart Desson,
CEO and founder of Lumina Learning. The day was a huge success with the council learning how
leadership skills are categorised, how everyone has their own unique set of leadership traits, and how
best to utilise these skills in practice. Realising such differences between one another is sure to assist
in decision making as well as helping the council improve their understanding of themselves and
others.
During November (19th-23rd) we decided to join the national anti-bullying campaign. The project
committee and poster committee looked at the issue of bullying. The poster committee created bold,
eye-catching posters, which encouraged people to speak out about bullying, and the project
committee gave an eye-opening assembly to all year groups during anti-bullying week.
Charity news: The X-Factor in December raised £679 for the Make a Wish charity. In March students
raised £1285 on Red Nose Day by making a £1 donation to wear non-uniform for the day and by some
students running the wackiest mile around the school field.
By Jim Balshaw (Yr12) PR committee

An X-Factor farewell to Mr Matthews
On Thursday 20th of December, possibly the most ridiculous thing ever seen in St Crispins occurred.
For years children have wanted to see their teachers embarrassed, and this was the best Christmas gift
of all to see teaching staff jump onto the stage to perform the X-Factor-St Crispin’s style. The first
anyone knew of the staff X-Factor was when it was announced in assembly, but before long, students’
confusion turned to joy: who wouldn’t pay a pound towards a good cause to watch teachers make
fools of themselves?
When all the children were seated Mr Blyth, dressed as Santa, opened the show and introduced the
teachers who performed a selection of songs, including the Skyfall theme and Set Fire to the Rain by
Adele and a Spice Girls remix plus many more.
The Spice Girls remix won by a landslide and returned to the stage to perform again. After this, the
occasion took a sad turn. Mr Matthews, a terrific and valued teacher at this school for many years, was
leaving. To commemorate this, Mr Blyth and Mrs West parodied Take That’s Never Forget and sung it
for him.
After this everybody thought it was the end of the show, but we were in for a shock! All of the
teachers involved returned to the stage to perform one last song. Nobody knew what it was, but from
the first bar of the music, everybody realised it was Gangnam Style! It was hilarious to see all of the
calm, orderly teachers dancing to the number 1 hit in total chaos. What a great event!
All of the money raised from this show went to a charity called Make a Wish, which grants children
with life-threatening conditions a magical wish. The money we raised went towards a girl called
Mischka who has Osteosarcoma, a disease caused by cancerous bone tumours. To find out more, head
to http://www.make-a-wish.org.uk/wishes/wish-stories/mischka-s-makeover-marks-8-000th-wish/
By Sam Aderson-Peled (Yr7)

Olympic rower gets students active
Olympian and two-time World Champion rower, Toby Garbett, visited St Crispin’s on Wednesday 27 th
February to motivate students to participate in sporting activities.
Now working for the Sky Sports Living Sports Programme (SSLFS), Toby spoke to sixth form students
about the benefits of participating in sport or physical exercise for long-term health and mobility, as
well as helping with stress relief and building stamina. Toby also explained that the goal-setting skills
used for physical training can be transferred to other areas of life such as planning for exam success
or a job interview.
Toby was invited into school by Student Sports’ Ambassadors: Thomas Bale and Florence Hale, who
both felt that sixth form students should join the Living Sports Programme, as they were disappointed
at the amount of physical activity undertaken by their peers. Following his presentation, Toby joined
sixth formers in the Gym to coach them in the start of their six week volleyball league. Students
formed teams and began training and practising volleyball skills in preparation for league matches.
The two final teams will play in front of the whole school, and will also be playing for prizes that
include three months free membership for Harpers Fitness at St Crispin’s Leisure Centre and day
passes to Virgin Active, Wokingham.
Tom and Florence are also keen to use the event to raise money for Disability Sport and have decided
to utilise the school’s annual Teacher v 6th Form charity match to do this. The match will take place
after the final in early May, with the teachers playing the winning team from the volleyball
league. Students will be invited to cheer on the teams in the match and make a donation to the
charity.
Florence Hale (Yr12) said: “We are really pleased that so many students came along to the talk with
Toby and showed support for our idea to get more sixth formers active. We thought a lot about
which sport to play to encourage as many students as possible and it seems volleyball was a good
choice, judging by the numbers that have signed up.”
Tom Bale (Yr12) said: “Following the success of the Paralympics, we are keen to raise money for
Disability Sport and we want to show our support for the hard work, time and commitment that
disabled athletes put into training.”

Toby Garbett said: “ I felt honoured
to be the first to speak about the
Sky Sport Living for Sport values in
the new lecture theatre at St
Crispin’s School, and I was
overjoyed at the turn out
afterwards for the volley ball
competition and was impressed
with Tom & Florence’s commitment
to the SSLFS project.”
Toby Garbett with Sixth Formers in the new lecture theatre

