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St. Crispin’s

Excellence for all

Sixth
Form

A very warm welcome to
St. Crispin’s Sixth Form

Our Sixth Form provides a very supportive and
challenging environment where every individual matters.
We have a long tradition of success, and consistently
achieve excellent results at GCE Advanced Level and in
our Applied Technical Courses.
“The same but different” is a phrase we use a lot when
describing our Sixth Form. It offers the same values and
ethos as the whole school but is definitely different as
we seek to provide the stepping stone between formal
education and next steps into the workplace or higher
education.
There is no doubt that our students are thought of as
young adults, but young adults who need support,
challenge and direction in helping them achieve their
best. Our success is therefore built on the hard work
and dedication of both students and staff, who work
closely together. In essence, our school vision statement
Excellence for All encapsulates our intention to do the
very best for every Sixth Former.
Ginny Rhodes
Headteacher

From the Head of
Sixth Form

The Sixth Form at St. Crispin’s School has a great deal to offer. In these
pages you are invited to make choices which will shape your future
careers and your path into adult life. We have a long established record
of guiding students both to establish their goals and to be academically
successful. The Sixth Form team looks forward to welcoming you to the
next, very different stage of your academic career with:
• Great teaching from teachers who are fully aware of your potential
• Excellent care for the well-being of individuals
• Respect for all abilities and a proven track record of success
• Enrichment opportunities which allow students to flourish
• Outstanding new Learning and Study facilities.
Academic excellence is central to all we do and past students
have successfully gained opportunities at Britain’s top universities.
Employers and universities want more than that however. Therefore, an
important part of being a Sixth Former is the development of additional
skills and attributes. Such opportunities are offered through student
leadership, team building and leading activities in the wider life of
the school. Teaching staff set high standards and work hard with the
students. The Social and Charity Committees offer further opportunities
to make students’ time in the Sixth Form both rewarding and beneficial.
The typical St. Crispin’s Sixth Former is someone who: works hard to
reach their academic goals, takes advantage of the many leadership,
social and cultural activities available and has a sense of community,
understanding the responsibilities he or she has to support others. Of
course, students also have some fun on the way!

Applying to join the Sixth Form

This is by on-line application and the section on applying later in this
prospectus gives information on accessing the form and key dates.
The application form becomes active on the day of our Sixth Form
Open Evening, 3rd November, 2016. Applications must be received by
Friday 6th January, 2017. We advise every student to make the most
of the time available in the autumn term to research university and
career opportunities, question teachers about courses and consider
their choice of subjects carefully. We look forward to receiving your
application and working closely with you in the very near future.
Susan Pearson
Deputy Headteacher

Carly Collett
Head of Sixth Form
Designate

Chris Yeatman
Deputy Head of Sixth Form

New Sixth Form Centre

We are delighted that from September 2017, our Sixth Form will move
to a new stand-alone building designed to meet the needs of the 21st
century student. This state-of-the art building, designed with the
same care and high quality specification as our new Science block,
will provide Sixth Formers with their own teaching, study and meeting
spaces.
The double-height atrium at the entrance to the building provides
a light and spacious area for the Sixth Form to socialise and to
study, and an assembly and presentation space with full multimedia
provision.
The Sixth Form Centre will initially have four specialist Sixth Form
teaching rooms, providing dedicated classrooms for A Level subjects,
with plans to add to this in future years. These teaching spaces are
designed with removable walls between the classrooms to create
flexible learning areas that can be used for guest speakers and afterschool activities. The new centre will also provide independent
learning areas with quiet spaces for individual study, and for research
and small group work. The centre will be equipped with laptops and a
lift to the upper floor to provide disabled access to all areas.
We look forward to welcoming you to the new Sixth Form Centre and
to the opportunity it gives you, as students starting your studies in
this new space, to shape how we take advantage of these bespoke
facilities.

The Wider Picture

In today’s world, universities and employers look
for students who have developed independent
learning skills and who are able to think beyond the
confines of their main subject area. We therefore
encourage our students to participate in the variety of
extracurricular activities which we offer at St. Crispin’s.
Sixth Form students at St. Crispin’s can be found
singing in the school choir, playing in the orchestra
and taking lead roles in our outstanding drama
productions. We also offer a range of enrichment
and extra-curricular activities exclusively for our Sixth
Form.

Community Enrichment
opportunities
Within school, students act as support in the
classroom, lead as sports coaches with younger
students or work with laboratory technicians.
Students have also played a role outside school
in local care homes, as hospital DJs and as animal
rescue centre workers. We want students to see
themselves as a valued part of a wider community.
Through these opportunities, students add a great
deal to the school community and at the same time
gain knowledge and skills to support their career
aspirations.

Leadership opportunities include:
Leadership of the school council
Senior Prefect
Peer mentoring
Eco committee: organising recycling and debating
other green Issues around the school
Charity committee: organising school charity events
and fundraising
Social committee: organising social events
Inter-Form Enterprise Challenge

Cultural opportunities include:
Visits to galleries, exhibitions and theatres
Safe drive stay alive training
Helping out in local primary schools
The Bank of England inflation competition
Public speaking competition
Sixth Form visits including Paris and Spain
Senior Choirs
Orchestras

Expedition Experience
Amongst the many exciting opportunities
available to our sixth formers are the expeditions
we run to differing locations around the world.
These offer a once in a lifetime opportunity for
students to challenge themselves emotionally and
physically, whilst experiencing amazing cultures
and environments. Pupils develop a wide range of
skills, including leadership, problem solving, budget
management and organisation under the expert
guidance of both school staff and the professionals
provided by Wilderness Expertise.
Previous expeditions, typically lasting between 3-4
weeks, have gone to Peru and Nepal. During the first
weeks the students trek through the stunning scenery
of the country and work on a local project. The
expedition gives them the opportunity to get to know
the culture well, work with local communities and
finishes with a period of relaxation in the last week.
The planning for the next expedition will be starting
soon; ready to depart in July 2018.

Personal, Social, Health and
Citizenship Education
We provide a comprehensive programme about the wider world to
prepare students for life beyond the school, in particular to make
good, healthy choices.

The morning tutorial sessions are designed to help students settle into
St. Crispin’s Sixth Form and to reinforce how to learn successfully. We
invite in speakers to discuss current affairs and to provide guidance
on the next steps for university or a career. Students are also given
the opportunity to visit top performing universities and work with, and
within, well known national companies. As a Sixth Form team we are
happy to set up additional activities as requested by students.

Individual Support

Providing caring, regular, personal support to each student is at the
heart of our approach in the sixth form. The strong relationship
formed between tutors and teachers and our students is one of
the key features of the sixth form experience at St Crispin’s and in
the support we provide so that our students reach their academic
potential.
All students have personal tutors who work with them as academic
mentors. Year 12 students begin the year in tutor groups of
approximately 20 with an experienced tutor. Where possible,
students are grouped with friends, but our aim is also to bring together
students who have the same interests and needs. The morning tutor
sessions are formally timetabled in the first term, where we are able
to get to know each student and their ambitions for the future. Tutors
also concentrate on students who have been identified as needing
additional support as the different challenges of Sixth Form courses
become more apparent. This allows us to give more independence to
those students who are progressing well with their courses. However,
the tutors are always available should they be needed.

STUDENT PROFILE
Will Robson
Subjects Studied
Music Technology, Geography and Maths
Next Steps
Pilot training at CTC Aviation UK (Southampton/
Phoenix Arizona)
How did you get there?
I have always wanted to fly since I was a young
child and, as a result, I extensively researched
routes to becoming a commercial airline pilot.
The route I have chosen to go on to complete my
training is with one of the world’s best and most
recognised names in the aviation industry; CTC
Aviation based in Southampton. To get on the
course I originally applied through the CTC website
and filled out an application form. Within a week,
I received confirmation that my application had
been successful. I was then invited for a selection
day which contained many aptitude tests including
hand eye co-ordination, group interviews which
tested my ability to work well in a team, and
several one-on-one interviews. My place on
the course was quickly confirmed and I begin
training later this year. The course will take me to
Southampton for what is known as Ground School
and then to Phoenix, Arizona, for my flying training.
At the end of the course I will have a commercial
pilot’s licence and be ready for a job in the airline
industry.

Our ethos is Excellence for All and we work closely
with students as individuals to make this goal
possible. Students have the opportunity to meet
individually with their tutor once a term. During
these meetings tutors review progress and listen to
students’ feedback.

Experienced and
dedicated teachers
Our staff offer a great deal of support to students
both inside and outside the classroom. Targeted
support is available to all students, whether aspiring
to university or to the world of work. Support could
focus on coursework, writing CVs or UCAS personal
statements. A tailor-made programme is also
available for those students who are seeking a place
at Oxford, Cambridge or a Russell Group university.
We have also successfully supported students
applying to universities abroad. All students are given
the help they need and more besides!

Working together
We believe the key to a student’s success is regular
contact between home and school, allowing students
and parents/carers to feel properly supported.
The informal Parent’s Evening for Year 12, held in
September, is an opportunity for parents to meet
with their son/daughtrer’s tutor and find out how
the first few weeks have gone. The formal Parents’
Evening, held later in the academic year, provides
the opportunity to meet with subject teachers and
members of the Sixth Form team to discuss how each
student is progressing. The school provides four
student impact reports during the year. These report
on a student’s academic progress for each of their
courses, and also on their organisation, attitudes to
learning and any cause for concern.

2016 A level and
Post-16 Results
26% A* - A grades
53% A* - B grades
98% Pass rate

We are delighted with the exam results our students
have achieved this year. This shows the hard work of
our students and staff with, of course, the support of
parents and carers. When compared nationally our
A level results are consistently in the top 25% of all
schools and colleges.

Life after School

Our interest in each individual extends beyond life at
school. Ultimately we seek to develop the potential
of each student in order that he/she might be in a
position to take advantage of opportunities later
in life. We are committed to guiding our students
through the maze of options on offer and helping
them choose the most suitable path. Advice ranges
from guidance on career choices to interview
techniques and completion of application forms. Our
experience, with support from the ‘Adviza Service’,
ensures that our students leave school ready to face
the future. This support includes:
• Visits from employers and ex-students currently
on apprenticeships
• Volunteer groups who will introduce possibilities
for community action
• Visits from local employers who present
opportunities for post A Level or university
• Supporting students as Learning Support
Assistants

Studying at University

The vast majority of St. Crispin’s Sixth Formers progress to university
and we encourage all interested students to aim for the best institutions
in the country. We help students to build a profile which supports these
high aspirations by inviting in guest speakers, taking advantage of our
partnership with Wellington College and other similarly high achieving
schools and encouraging and helping you to visit the universities
themselves. Our aim is to give you as much information and experience
as you need, including financial planning advice covering the student
loans system and those interested in studying abroad can access the
half-termly information sessions held at Wellington College.
We have a strong tradition of students going to Russell Group
universities and have particular links with Bristol, Birmingham, Bath and
Southampton. Over the years we have built strong relationships with
the universities, who very much enjoy working with us to help you. This
year we were visited by admissions specialists from Oxford, Cambridge,
Surrey and Leicester Universities, who helped students understand the
universities’ perspective. We are also able to use the help of successful
past students who are happy to come back to provide support with
applications and work shadowing opportunities.

Oxbridge and the Russell
Group Universities

Students considering a course at Oxford or Cambridge, or another
Russell Group university, should look closely at the ‘facilitating subjects’
and entry requirements when choosing their courses in the Sixth Form.
These students may also look to follow our more academic routes,
Route A provides the opportunity to undertake four A Level courses and
is suitable for students set to achieve GCSE results ranging between
A* and B. The Aim Higher Club provides students with a platform to
discuss and share enthusiasm for their subjects and to develop further
‘super-curricular’ achievements, as sought by the top universities. We
also arrange visits to Oxford and Cambridge for those interested in
these Universities.

Education Destinations

Last year our students were very successful with their A level courses
and gained places at many universities across the country. The table
below shows some of the universities and courses our students went on
to study. In 2016, 71% of our students went to university.
University
Academy of
Contemporary Music
Bangor
Birmingham
Bournemouth
Cambridge
Cardiff
Chichester
De Montfort
Exeter
Gloucestershire
Kent
King’s College,
London
Lancaster
Leeds
Nottingham
Nottingham Trent
Oxford
Royal Holloway
Portsmouth

Plymouth
Reading
SAE Institute
Sheffield
Southampton
Surrey
Sussex

Swansea
West of England
West London
Westminster

Course
Music Performance - Vocals/Singing

Winchester

Psychology
Law, Music
Geography, Media Production, Accounting,
Business Studies, Media Production
Music
Mathematics
Sport and Exercise Psychology
Architectural Technology
English
Photography - Editorial and Advertising
History
Neuroscience

Worcester
York

Theoretical Physics with Mathematics
Management
Medicine, Accountancy
Business Management and Marketing
Chemistry
Theatre and Performance
Applied languages, Mechanical and
Manufacturing Engineering, Film Production,
Geography, Business and Management
Psychology
Computer Science
Digital Film Production
Mechatronic and Robotic Engineering
Biomedical Sciences, Philosophy and History,
Population and Geography
Food Science and Microbiology, Business
Management, Computer Science, Economics
Business and Management Studies

Healthcare Science (Audiology), Law and
Criminology
Philosophy, Drama and Acting, Computer
Science, Psychology, Law
Event Management
Business Management (Marketing), Real
Estate, History and Politics
Broadcast TV and Media, English Literature,
Sports Business and Marketing, Primary
Education
Animal Biology and Physical Geography
History and Philosophy

Routes
St. Crispin’s offers a wide range of Level 3 courses in the Sixth Form.
Students can follow Route A (four A Levels), Route B (three A Levels) or
Route C (a combination of A Levels and Level 3 CTEC/BTEC courses).
Entry to these routes and courses is subject to a student’s examination
results matching or exceeding the entry requirements set out in this
prospectus.
Routes

Requirements

Route A

4 A Level
subjects

Grade 6 In English and Maths at GCSE,
with subject specific requirements.

Route B

3 A Level
subjects

Grade 5 In English and Maths at GCSE,
with subject specific requirements.

Route C

A combination
of A Levels and
Level 3 CTEC/
BTEC courses

Grade 4 In English and Maths at GCSE,
subject specific requirements.

Please be aware that, if you are accepted onto a course without a grade
4 in English or Maths, you will have to retake this GCSE in the following
year.

STUDENT PROFILE
Rosie O’Riley
Subjects Studied
English Literature, Drama and Theatre Studies, History and Maths.

How to Apply

Future aspirations
After I finish my A Levels, I intend to travel on a gap year, taking the
time to think more about the next step I’m going to take. At the
moment my aim is to go on to study Journalism at university as
the school has allowed my passion and interest for writing to grow
exponentially!

Applying for the Sixth Form is easy. The application
form can be accessed via the school website
www.crispins.co.uk/sixth-form/ or through scanning
the QSR code on this page. Detailed instructions on how to complete
the application form are available online. The deadline for completing
the application form is Friday 6th January 2017.

Why did you want to study at St. Crispin’s?
Having grown up in an environment as motivating and aspirational
as St Crispin’s, there was no doubt in my mind that I wanted to
continue my education at the Sixth Form here. The relationships
I have with my teachers have strengthened greatly during my
studies, allowing for a very personal and supportive approach to
teaching. My decision to stay has definitely been the best one I
could have made.

Following the application, we meet with all students to discuss their
option choices and the academic requirements for joining the Sixth
Form. Our support for students starts before they have officially
joined. The Induction days, at the end of the summer term, introduce
prospective students to the academic and social activities they will
experience in the Sixth Form.

What do you most enjoy about St. Crispin’s?
Entering the Sixth Form has allowed me to create close-knit
bonds with so many different people; I feel the sense of fellowship
among my peers in the learning environment has really made for
a positive and enthusiastic approach to my studies – a quality not
always found at larger sixth form colleges.

Key Dates

Extra-Curricular Activities
I have recently been given the role of Head Girl at St Crispin’s, an
achievement I definitely couldn’t have got without the invaluable
support and guidance of the teachers here. While I am extremely
humbled and grateful for this opportunity, I can’t wait to see
what the future has in store as a result of this new and exciting
responsibility.
Having been on the Student Leadership programme in Year 10,
I was able to coach a Netball team which greatly improved my
communication skills and my organisation of groups of people.
This was so useful that I continued coaching the team during Year
11! At the end of the course I gave a presentation evaluating my
experience and this gave me a huge boost in confidence.
A place in school highly deserving of recognition for their many
extra-curricular opportunities is the Drama department. I have
been involved in productions including Hairspray, Les Miserables
and The Play That Goes Wrong: unforgettable experiences that
allowed me to work with so many different people and also have
the most fun imaginable!

Thursday 3rd November
2016

Prospectus issued to students at the
Sixth Form Open Evening and online
application available.

Friday 6th January, 2017

Deadline for Sixth Form applications.

Wednesday 25th January
to Friday 10th February
2017

Students meet with members of the Sixth
Form team to discuss their options.

Friday 10th March, 2017

Formal offer issued to students by
Monday 27th February, 2017.
Students should confirm acceptance of
this offer by Friday 10th March.
Please note: the school may not be able
to hold offers open beyond this date.

Thursday 6th and Friday
7th July, 2017

Sixth Form Induction Days.

Please be aware that, if too few students opt for a particular subject,
we may not be able to run the course in the following year. If this is the
case, we will notify students and parents as soon as we can. However,
if a student starts on a course in Year 12, we guarantee that this course
will continue into Year 13.

Course index

A Levels

Art and Design
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Computer Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language and Literature
English Literature
French
German
Geography
History
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Media Studies
Music
Music Technology
Philosophy and Ethics
Photography
Physical Education
Physics
Product Design
Psychology
Sociology
Textile Design

Other Level 3 options

BTEC in Applied Science
CTEC in Business
BTEC in Engineering
BTEC in Health and Social Care
BTEC in Sport
(1 or 2 A Level equivalent option)

Art and Design

Introduction
For A Level Art there are two courses that can be followed Fine Art or Illustration.
The Fine Art course involves experimental media, drawing,
painting, print making or sculpture and the course is tailored
to the strengths of each student. The Illustration course
runs alongside the Fine Art course and involves the use of
Photoshop and text in the final presentation of work.
All students have their own studio space to enable them
to develop their skills through independent study and both
courses include visits to galleries and related workshops.
Entry Requirements
GCSE Art and Design at grade B or above. Students who
have not studied Art at GCSE level will need to present
examples of their work that have recently been undertaken.
Course Content
In Year 12 students produce a portfolio of work which will
include sketch books, work books and journals along with
an extended collection of work showing the students’
ability to research and develop ideas. Coursework includes
critical analysis, drawing, project development through
sketchbooks, experimental studies and resolutions within
the disciplines associated with the specialism chosen.
In Year 13 students produce a portfolio of work based on
an issue or theme of personal interest. The final exam
takes the form of an externally set project which includes
a preparation period followed by a 15 hour controlled
assessment.
Future Opportunities
An A Level in Fine Art or Illustration provides foundation
skills for a wide range of careers that involve the visual arts,
and for many other occupations. Students in the past have
gone on to careers as animators, architects, art therapists,
community arts workers, costume designers or design
engineers. Other careers in theatre, television or film have
also been open to students.

Biology

Business Studies

The field of Biology is rapidly changing and it is an exciting
era with new technologies such as DNA sequencing, genetic
engineering and stem cell research. Meanwhile, food
security is a significant issue for governments as crop yields
fall and global temperatures rise. Therefore, the study of
Biology is becoming increasingly important both locally and
globally.

Students will gain a detailed understanding of how a
business works, learning through an investigative and
problem solving approach. Students will also learn to
develop analytical and evaluation skills to understand the
role of the entrepreneur and business in society.

Introduction
A level Biology is a subject for those who like challenge
and have an interest, passion and drive to understand
how the human body and the organisms around us work.
Coursework has been completely redeveloped for A level
science and students will have a real opportunity to build
their practical and investigation skills both in school and out
of school as the course progresses.

Entry Requirements
GCSE Additional Science and Core Science at a grade B or
above, or GCSE Biology at grade B. GCSE Maths at grade 5
or above is also required.
Course Content
The new course includes exciting content on both familiar
core principles such as respiration and photosynthesis as
well as new concepts such as protein synthesis and genetic
engineering.

Introduction
Taking A Level Business Studies is a great option for
students who aspire to become self-employed or attain
a managerial position. A Level Business Studies offers
students the tools and information required to understand
how businesses are created, managed and become
successful. Most of the material used in class and for
assessment is based on real business situations.

Entry requirements
GCSE Business Studies at grade B or above.
Course Content
In the first year the course introduces students to the
challenges and issues of starting a business, including
financial planning, setting objectives and legal ownership.
It then explores the key internal functions of business
and how the management of these functions can assist in
improving the effectiveness and performance of a business.
The key units of the course are: Introducing Business,
Financial Planning, Employees, Operations, Marketing and
Management.

In the first year of the two year course, students will study
key principles in biology including the detailed structure of
the cell and the role of biological molecules and enzymes.
They will then apply this understanding to explain how we
breathe, move blood and defend ourselves from disease.
Students will also study other organisms and how they are
protected through conservation. In the second year the
course develops understanding of the organs in the human
body, gene technologies and how the cell is controlled.

In Year 13, students will progress to looking at larger
businesses and how strategies are affected by the external
environment. Topics covered later in the course are: the
impact of technology, stakeholders and social responsibility
for strategic decision making, difficulties in forecasting
future trends and the importance of assessing feasibility
and risk when making strategic decisions.

Future Opportunities
Recent students have gone on to study veterinary medicine,
plant science, zoology, biochemistry and genetics. Other
students have used their knowledge and skills to gain entry
on to courses such as Psychology, Law and Economics.

Future Opportunities
The course will help to provide students with investigative
and problem solving skills that can be applied to most areas
of further education and employment. Subject specific
career paths include law, banking, accountancy, finance,
marketing, management, human resources and any area of
business operations.

A Level Biology is an essential requirement for many
courses from nursing and midwifery to sports and material
sciences and Geography, Geology and Psychology. Most
importantly, A Level Biology is a subject for those people
who like to ask… “Why?”

Financial services is a leading industry in the UK and an
A Level in Business Studies will give students a strong
foothold in this growing industry.

Chemistry

Introduction
A Level Chemistry is well suited to enquiring minds and
those students who like to challenge themselves. The
course builds significantly on the content acquired at
GCSE and demands the development of skills from all the
sciences, such as using analytical techniques to obtain
scientific data, using mathematical skills to interpret and
analyse data and recalling various chemical methods and
reaction conditions to understand how to create synthetic
routes.
Learning Chemistry means learning how to be objective
and how to reason and solve problems. It helps students
to understand current events, including news about
petroleum, pollution, the environment and technological
advances.
Entry requirements
GCSE Additional Science and Core Science at grade B or
above or GCSE Chemistry at grade B or above. GCSE Maths
at grade 5 or above is also required.
Course Content
During the first year students will learn about: the detailed
structure of the atom, why chemicals react in the way they
do, how to quantify energy changes that take place during
reactions, the principles of organic chemistry and how to
perform several types of chemical analysis.
The second year will see students study: physical and
energetic chemistry, the chemistry behind fuel cells,
the chemistry of transition elements and further organic
chemistry and analysis.
Students will also complete a practical endorsement over
the duration of the course, assessing their development
and competency in various chemistry practical techniques
studied as part of the A Level course.
Future Opportunities
For students who have ever wanted to study medicine,
whether human or veterinary, then chemistry is an essential
area of study required by all major universities. Chemistry
opens up a whole range of careers including, but not
limited to, dentistry, pharmacy and chemical engineering.
However, even if looking for a job in another field, the
analytical skills gained through the study of chemistry will
make students attractive candidates to employers in areas
such as accountancy and law.

Computer Science

Introduction
Computer Science is a massively expanding area in modern
day life. Without being aware you could be using hundreds
of computers a day. A Level Computer Science teaches
you the fundamentals of Computer Science as well as
developing your programming and problem solving skills.
Entry requirements
B in GCSE Computer Science or, for those who have
not taken GCSE Computer Science, a grade 6 in GCSE
Mathematics.
For exceptional candidates who have not taken GCSE
Computer Science, the Maths grade could be lowered.
Course Content
Year 12
There will be a mixture of both the programming and
theoretical aspects of the course. On a more practical side
the topics range from the fundamentals of programming,
problem solving and algorithms. The theory covers topics
including: binary, hardware and software, networking and
computer architecture.
Year 13
There are three aspects to Year 13 Computer Science, these
being programming, theory, and a computing based project.
Both programming and theory will build on the knowledge
gained in Year 12 and introduce some new topics such as
data structures and databases. A big focus of the year is
the computing project, which can be the development of
a piece of software, such as a computer game or dynamic
website, or an investigation into a theory of computation,
such as data feed of Twitter or the development of 3D
worlds.
Future Opportunities
This course is a great fit if you are thinking of studying
Computer Science or Engineering at university, and would
also be relevant in you are considering Mathematics or
Physics.

Drama and Theatre Studies

Introduction
This course inspires students to become independent
theatre makers, equipping them with the skills they need
to enter higher education as Theatre students. These
skill are also applicable in many other subjects. Practical
creativity is emphasised alongside research and theoretical
understanding with students learning through the
experience of seeing live theatre, exploring a wide range
of theatrical styles, texts and devising, i.e. creating original
drama.
Entry requirements
GCSE Drama at grade B or above.
Course Content
Component 1: Drama and theatre
Students develop their knowledge and understanding of
drama and theatre through the study of two set plays and
the analysis of live theatre makers. Component 1 is assessed
through a three hour exam at the end of the course.
Component 2: Creating original drama
Students study the process of devising, leading to a whole
devised performance based on the methodologies of
a prescribed practitioner. This component is marked by
teachers and moderated by AQA.
Component 3: Making theatre
Students carry out a practical exploration of three extracts,
each taken from a different play. The methodology of a
prescribed practitioner is applied to extract 3, which will be
assessed and marked by AQA.
Future Opportunities
The career and study opportunities beyond A level Drama
and Theatre are wide ranging. In addition to specific
performance or technical based theatre courses offered by
universities, colleges and drama schools, most employers
recognise the value of Drama study and training in any
workplace to enhance communication, leadership and
creative skills. Drama qualifications are widely accepted
in many career paths including teaching, film and media,
lecturing, journalism, drama therapy, marketing and events.

STUDENT PROFILE
Josie Wright
Subjects Studied
Maths, Further Maths, Computer Science and Creative Writing
Future Aspirations
After completing my A Levels I would like study Maths, Computer
Science or Actuarial Science at a Russell Group University. Although
I’m not completely sure of my career path, St. Crispin’s has always
encouraged me to aim high and with their assistance I hope I can reach
this goal.
Why did you want to study at St. Crispin’s?
After attending the school since Year 7 I was confident that staying on
for Sixth Form would be the best choice for me. I felt that the teaching
methods and help I’d received had been excellent and with that
continued support I would be able to learn comfortably and obtain
the grades I was aiming for. Furthermore, the school also has a warm
social environment that has helped me enjoy my time in the Sixth Form
so far.
What do you most enjoy about St. Crispin’s?
I most enjoy the independent yet supportive nature of the school.
We are expected to use the free time we’re given wisely and this has
helped me to better manage my time and feel more responsible.
Alongside this, my teachers make it clear that they are available
anytime I need help, so I feel I can approach them comfortably and
they have always been happy to help me even outside of my lesson
times.
Extra-Curricular Activities
I was given the chance to participate in the competition Poetry by
Heart. My success in the competition led on to other opportunities
such as speaking on Oxford Radio and a weekend at Cambridge
University where I went on to win the regional heat for poetry
recitation. It was a great experience which allowed me to spend
time exploring poetry and meet different people who share the same
interests as me. I am very grateful to St. Crispin’s for granting me the
opportunity.
Outside of school I have lessons to take the LAMDA examinations for
Communication - Speaking Verse and Prose and Performance. Thus far
I have achieved grade eight. Doing these examinations has helped me
to develop self-confidence, a strong speaking voice and memory skills
which have proved useful in my education. I am working to complete
the final two grades of Acting Skills by the time I leave the Sixth Form.
I also learn to play the violin which has taught me the meaning of
practice makes perfect and is an enjoyable skill I’m glad to have and
have been able to use in music performances at St. Crispin’s.

Economics

Introduction
A level Economics is well-regarded in academic circles
as well as in employment. AS level Economics is a great
complementary subject with A level choices such as Maths,
English, History and Geography. It is advisable for most
people to have a basic understanding of economics in
today’s modern, fast-paced world where the economic
situation is unstable.
This course will provide students with a detailed
understanding of how an economy works and makes
specific reference to financial markets. Students are kept
up-to-date with the latest economic developments and
reasons for boom and bust. Students will learn to analyse
and evaluate economic issues and are encouraged to voice
their own opinions.
Entry requirements
GCSE Maths grade 6 or above and English Language grade
5 or above.
Course Content
Year 12
Microeconomics: the economic problem of scarce resources
and unlimited wants, demand and supply, government
intervention, competitive markets and efficiency.
Macroeconomics: how the performance of an economy is
measured, the circular flow of income, aggregate demand
and supply, government policy, the problems of inflation
and unemployment.
Year 13
The full A Level builds on Year 12 topics and includes
models of competition such as perfect competition,
oligopoly and monopoly. Students will also study the
labour market, investigate the distribution of income/
wealth and learn how financial markets operate.
Future Opportunities
The course will help to provide students with evaluation
and analytical skills that can be applied to most areas of
further education and employment. Subject specific career
paths include law, accountancy, marketing, insurance,
banking, management, stockbroking and the civil service.
Financial services is a leading industry in the UK. An
A level in Economics gives students a strong foothold in this
growing industry.

English Language and Literature

Introduction
English Language and Literature is the ideal course for
students who enjoy reading in a wide range of texts,
including both fiction and non-fiction. The specification
integrates literary and linguistic fields exploring how
‘words create worlds’ both in literature and elsewhere.
Students are able to develop their subject expertise by
engaging creatively and critically with a variety of texts.
Using linguistic concepts and methods, students analyse
literary and non-literary texts in range of modes and genres.
Students also develop skills as producers and interpreters
of language by creating texts themselves and critically
reflecting on their own process of production.
Entry requirements
GCSE English Language and English Literature at grade 5 or
above.
Course Content
Over the two years, students will prepare for two externally
assessed examinations and a coursework essay. The key
areas of learning include the representation of place, point
of view and genre prose, the forms and functions of poetic
voice, the role of the individual in society, conflict in drama
and creative transformations of texts.
Future Opportunities
English Language and Literature offers a breadth of study
that will support a variety of different career paths such as
teaching, journalism, publishing, arts administration, theatre, advertising, manufacturing and finance. Students can go
on to study either English Language or English Literature at
university as separate degree courses or continue to study
the subjects in combination.

English Literature

Introduction
This course is for students who love reading in a range of
literary texts from Shakespeare to Shelley to Steinbeck.
Students will have the opportunity to read widely and
independently both set texts and others they have selected
for themselves. They will build upon skills acquired at
GCSE, engaging critically and creatively with a substantial
body of texts, developing analytical and evaluative skills.
The social, historical and cultural context of texts, as well as
others’ interpretations of them, will also be explored.
Entry requirements
GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above and English
Literature at grade 6 or above.
Course Content
In the first year, students will study a minimum of four texts.
These will include examples of each of the genres of poetry,
prose and drama. One of the texts will be a Shakespeare
play. The core content includes the study of Literary
Genres. Options include Aspects of Tragedy and Aspects of
Comedy.
In the second year, students will study a minimum of eight
texts. These will include examples of each of the genres
of poetry, prose and drama. Students will study at least
three texts published before 1900, including one or more
plays by Shakespeare. Students will also look at works
first published or performed after 2000. The core content
includes the study of Literary Genres, Texts and Genres
and Theory and Independence. Options include Aspects
of Tragedy, Aspects of Comedy, Elements of Crime and
Elements of Political and Social Protest Writing.
Future Opportunities
Students with a qualification in this subject will have a
wide range of careers and higher education opportunities
open to them. English Literature can be studied as a
single degree or it can be combined with other subjects
such as History, Philosophy, Law, Politics or Languages.
For those students who go straight into employment,
English Literature will open the door to a wide range of
opportunities in areas such as journalism, the media, law or
management-based subjects.

French and German

Introduction
Knowledge of a foreign language can widen a person’s
horizons and provide them with many new opportunities.
For those who have a passion for communication and an
interest in learning about other cultures, then the further
study of French or German is a must. Whether students
intend to use a foreign language for work, study or leisure,
this course will equip them with the necessary skills and
knowledge to become proficient linguists.
Entry requirements
GCSE French or German at grade B or above.
Course Content
During the 2 year course students will study information and
vocabulary on 4 topics:
1. Social Development in France/Germany
2. Political & Artistic Culture in French/German speaking
countries
3. Immigration & the French/German Multicultural Society
4. The role of the Resistance in France/Reunification of
Germany
In the first year students will also study a French/German
film and in the second year a work of French/German
literature. For their oral exam at the end of the second year
students will choose their own topic to research relating to
the social or cultural context of French/German speaking
countries.
At the end of the course students will take 3 exams:
Paper 1: Listening, Reading & Translation
Paper 2: Written Response to Works & Translation
Paper 3: Speaking
Future Opportunities
Some students choose to take a degree in languages,
others choose to pursue a different subject but choose a
language option alongside it. Having a language at AS or
A level will certainly improve a student’s employability, in
particular with international companies.

Geography

Introduction
The OCR Geography syllabus aims to cover topics which
are relevant to students’ lives and which encourage a sense
of place and awareness of the world. It draws on students’
previous geographical knowledge and develops new ideas
and concepts to explore in both human and physical
geography. Fieldwork and subsequent coursework also
play a significant part in the course, and to cover this aspect
there will be a residential trip to Barcelona to study urban
and coastal environments.
Entry requirements
GCSE Geography at grade B or above and English Language
at grade 5 or above.
Course Content
Year 12
In the first year of the course students will learn about
Landscape Systems, studying earth surface processes,
landforms and their resulting landscapes within coastal
environments. They will also study Changing Spaces,
Making Places, exploring the relationships and connections
between people, the economy and society, and how
these contribute to creating places. Finally, they will study
Hazardous Environments through geographical debates
and questions. The fieldwork aspect will be examined in a
separate exam for those taking the AS papers.
Year 13
In the second year, students will have the opportunity to
study Physical Systems through learning about Earth’s
Life Support Systems, specifically carbon and water
cycles and their importance globally. We also look at
Human Interactions through studying Global Migration,
its causes and its impacts. Geographical Debates are also
picked up on again looking at Disease Dilemmas and their
global implications. Finally, students will carry out an
independent piece of coursework to complete their A Level
course.
Future Opportunities
Previous students have gone on to study physical and
human geography at university, as well as geotechnical
engineering, geology, sustainable development and
population studies. It is a broad and wide ranging subject,
which opens up many opportunities for future employment
and personal development.

History

Introduction
A Level History is a challenging and fascinating course; a
journey over 3 continents and through 1000 years - from
Medieval to 20th century history. Students will study four
modules in total, including an independent investigation
of their own choice. This course gives the opportunity to
form their own opinions on complex ideas and debates that
have made the world we know today. We build on the skills
set of GCSE to help students with the transition to a much
more independent way of learning. If students are prepared
to work hard, the world is their oyster!
Entry requirements
GCSE History at grade B or above and GCSE English
Language at grade 5 or above.
Course Content
The course is broken down into four modules, with two
modules studied in each year.
Year 12
Y105: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 1450-1509 and
Y215: Italy and Unification 1789-1896.
Our British unit is rooted in the causes of the War of the
Roses from the weak monarchy and over-mighty nobility
to tyrannical leaders. Complex political machination, love
affairs and betrayal make this a medieval feast not to be
missed! The second topic covers the riveting story of a
nation’s desire to unite under one banner – the period
known as the Risorgimento.
Year 13
Y318: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964 and Y100: Historical
Investigations.
In the first unit students examine the reasons for, and
consequences of, change and continuity in Tsarist
and Communist Russia. Students also deal with three
controversies within the period. They also have the chance
to study a period of History of their own choice researching,
planning and writing an essay on their chosen topic. This is
a great preparation for study at university.
Future Opportunities
Universities and employers value History A Level. History
students are trained to learn independently, express their
views persuasively, weigh up evidence, carry out research
and produce clearly written reports. These skills can be
harnessed for a range of careers including journalism, law,
management and politics. History also helps to make better
informed citizens.

Mathematics

Introduction
Studying Mathematics at A Level is an immensely rewarding
experience. As well as studying a fascinating, stimulating
academic subject, students will be able to develop logical
skills, and enhance their problem solving capacity and
analytical skills. The Mathematics department consistently
achieves some of the school’s best A Level results and
we use our experience and expertise to support students
through every step of their studies.
Entry requirements
GCSE Maths at grade 6 or above. Students with a grade
6 will be required to take a short test on algebra and
trigonometry to assess their suitability for the course.
Course Content
Year 12
In Year 12 students will study a variety of Pure and Applied
subjects. In Pure mathematics this will include algebraic
manipulation and equation solving, algebraic graphs, binomial
expansions, differentiation, integration, trigonometry,
vectors, exponentials and logarithms. The Applied topics
will be drawn from both Statistics and Mechanics. Statistics
topics will include sampling, interpreting statistical diagrams,
probability distributions and hypothesis testing. The
Mechanics topics will include kinematics, variable acceleration
and the use of Newton’s laws.
Year 13
In Year 13 students will consolidate and develop the skills
they have learnt in Year 12. In Pure mathematics this will
include sequences and series, circular measure functions
and transformations, numerical methods, parametric
equations, partial fractions and further calculus. The
Applied topics will again be drawn from both Statistics
and Mechanics. Statistics topics will include conditional
probability, Venn diagrams and the Normal distribution. The
Mechanics topics will include kinematic graphs, equilibrium,
statics, friction and moments.
Future Opportunities
Mathematics A level is highly respected by universities and
employers, and is required for a wide range of courses
and careers such as accountancy, market research,
games design, logistics, telecommunications and finance.
University courses in Physics, Engineering and Computer
Science often require an A level in Mathematics. Finally,
research has shown that people with A level Mathematics
earn 10% more on average than those who did not study
the subject.

Further Mathematics

Introduction
Studying Further Mathematics at A Level will require
that you also study the Mathematics course. You will
be introduced to sophisticated, challenging branches
of mathematics that lead on to university courses in the
subject, and which will not be covered in the Mathematics
course alone, such as numerical methods, complex
numbers, matrix and vector algebra and algorithms.
Entry requirements
GCSE Maths at grade 7.
Students applying to study Further Mathematics must also
apply to study Mathematics. All applicants will be invited
for a short meeting to assess their suitability for the course.
Course Content
Year 12
In Year 12 students study Further Pure 1, Decision 1 and
Decision 2.
Further Pure 1 covers Complex Numbers, Matrices, Calculus,
Series, Numerical Methods, Rational Functions and
Parabolas, Ellipses and Hyperbola. Decision Maths 1 and
2 cover Algorithms, Graphs and Networks, Shortest Path
Problems, Route Inspection, Linear Programming, The
Travelling Salesman Problem, Network Flows, Dynamic
Programming, The Simplex Algorithm and Game Theory.
Year 13
In Year 13 students study Further Pure 2, Further Pure 4 and
Mechanics 2.
Further Pure 2 and 4 cover Complex Numbers, Polynomial
Equations, De Moivre’s Theorem, Hyperbolic Functions,
Surfaces of Revolution, Matrix Algebra and Vectors.
Mechanics 2 covers Moments of a Force, Centre of Mass,
Variable Acceleration, Circular Motion, Work and Power,
Hooke’s Law and Differential Equations.
Future Opportunities
Further Mathematics A Level is highly respected by
universities and employers. For those considering
Mathematics at university then Further Mathematics is
desirable at many institutions. Recent destinations for
leavers reading Mathematics have included Trinity College,
Cambridge.

STUDENT PROFILE –
James Boseley
Subjects Studied
English Literature, Theatre Studies, Economics, Media Studies
and Extended Project.
Future aspirations
After completing my A Levels, I hope to study a joint honours
degree in English and Theatre Studies at University. Afterwards
I’d love to try my hand at script-writing and directing.
Why did you want to study at St. Crispin’s?
Having joined St Crispin’s in Year 7, I have experienced firsthand the support and guidance available to students at this
school which made choosing to stay here in the Sixth Form an
easy decision. Although A Levels represent a new challenge
and an important stepping stone to adulthood, the individual
relationships I’ve formed with my teachers have given me
confidence to perform at my best as the teachers here work hard
to help everyone achieve their goals.
What do you most enjoy about St. Crispin’s?
I have really enjoyed the independence that has come with
moving into the Sixth Form at St Crispin’s. In my subjects,
we have been given flexibility to choose our own topics for
our coursework projects, allowing me to pursue material and
themes that interest me most. This independence also includes
having our own common room, which establishes the friendly
atmosphere as people from both years get to know each other
well and spend time together. I’m really disappointed I won’t
get to enjoy the new facilities being built as these look amazing.
Extra-Curricular Activities
One of the highlights of my time at St Crispin’s has always been
the many performances I have been involved in. My roles have
been as diverse as ‘Marius’ from Les Misérables to ‘Charlie the
Duck’ in One Man, Two Guvnors. I have loved taking on the
challenge of each new character. Performing has always been a
passion of mine and it is a privilege to work alongside so many
talented young people. I feel really lucky that St Crispin’s has
given me so many opportunities to do so.
Being chosen for the role of Head Boy by my teachers and fellow
pupils has been a real honour and I am delighted to represent
the school and work as a link between the students and staff.
The opportunity to contribute to the future of the school is
exciting. I am grateful for the chance to give back to the school
that has provided me with so much.

Media Studies

Introduction
This is a course which aims to equip students with the
critical tools necessary to carry out their own ‘readings’ and
investigations of both mass and niche media. The course
also enables students to build on their own interests,
knowledge and enjoyment of media technologies.
Entry requirements
GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above.
Course Content
The exact content of the course is yet to be published and
we will hope to confirm this on open evening. However the
course content will be exciting and varied. The advantage
we have is that we will often use current examples and
news to plan our lessons so they are always up-to-date
and fresh. Students will study a wide range of media - films,
television programmes, advertising, video games, news
media, and websites. Texts will be taken from different
genres, cultures and historical periods.
The course is designed so that students are able to
interrogate media texts and analyse how audiences are
manipulated by the media. Students will also look at
how institutions use the media to influence and direct
audiences’ responses to the media.
Students will be required to study:
• at least one media product produced before 1950
• at least one media product produced for a non-English
speaking audience
• at least one media product produced outside the
commercial mainstream
• at least one media product targeting, or produced by, a
minority group
Non-Examined Assessment
Students will also have the opportunity to create a media
product of their own which will constitute part of the final A
Level grade.
Future Opportunities
A range of courses at higher education and career
opportunities can be accessed through this course such
as journalism, advertising and marketing, publishing, web
design and graphic design. Students who have previously
studied Media Studies have taken media related degrees at
university, ranging from television production to marketing
and hospitality degrees.

Music

Introduction
Music A level examines skills in performance, composition,
listening and analysis. This challenging, yet hugely
rewarding, course gives students the chance to increasingly
follow their own interests in music, whilst allowing them to
develop both broader and deeper understanding of a range
of musical styles.
As well as traditional performance, there is a Music
Technology option (sequencing) for performance within
this A level. Composition workshops and individual selfdirected projects give students a chance to further develop
their own writing style.
Entry requirements
GCSE Music at grade B or above and grade 4 standard
(ABRSM or equivalent) or above in their first instrument/
voice.
Course Content
Throughout the 2-year course, students explore, and
develop, a repertoire of musical techniques focussed
around three areas of study: performance, composition and
music appraisal. During the second year of study, students
complete three tasks: an extended performance of 10 to
12 minutes to at least Grade 6 standard, two compositions
(one to a brief and one free) and a listening and analysis
exam. The two coursework activities build on the work of
the first year and are completed during lesson time, while
the end-of-course exam assesses musical and contextual
understanding.
Future Opportunities
This is a respected A level course which prepares students
well for university. It may lead to a career as a performer,
composer, recording musician, conductor, instrumental
teacher, music therapist or, perhaps in combination with
Music Technology, producer, recording engineer or sound
technician. Recent destinations for leavers reading music
have included Birmingham Conservatoire, Southampton
University and St John’s College, Cambridge.

Music Technology

Introduction
Music Technology involves much practical work and
encourages the cultivation of a wide range of musical skills.
This is the course for students who want to create their own
contemporary music, learn to record in a band and learn
the tricks of mixing.
In the course, students sequence using MIDI and VSTs,
record live instruments, produce multitrack recordings and
compose using music technology. They also develop an
understanding of the technical processes and principles
that underpin effective use of music technology and show
this through the coursework portfolios and exams.
Entry requirements
GCSE Music grade B or above and grade 4 standard
(ABRSM or equivalent) or above in their first instrument/
voice. Students who have not studied Music at GCSE
level will need to present examples of their work such as
composition, recording or sequencing that have recently
been undertaken.
Course Content
The Music Technology A level is divided into four
components: Recording, Technology-based composition,
Listening and Analysing, and Producing and Analysing.
Within the Recording component, students will use
production tools and techniques to capture, edit, process
and mix an audio recording, while component two will
see them create, edit, manipulate and structure sounds to
produce a technology-based composition.
Music Tech is an exciting and varied course that utilises
many of the practical musical skills learned and developed
throughout GCSE music.
Future Opportunities
This is a challenging A Level course which prepares students
well for university level study. It may lead to a career as
a producer, recording engineer or sound technician or,
perhaps in combination with Music A Level, performer,
composer, recording musician, conductor or music
therapist.

Philosophy and Ethics

Introduction
This diverse and intellectually challenging A Level will
provide students with the opportunity to investigate and
analyse a range of philosophical, ethical and religious
issues. The philosophy element of the course introduces
students to a range of philosophical questions such as:
How can we explain the nature and extent of suffering in
the world? Do we have a soul? Is there life after death?
The ethics module explores a range of ethical theories and
their practical application to contemporary issues such as
euthanasia and the ethics of business.
Entry requirements
GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above and GCSE
Religious Studies (if studied) at grade B or above.
Course Content
Year 12
The first year provides students with a foundation in
philosophical and ethical thinking. In the philosophy
section of the course students will study Ancient Greek
philosophy (Plato and Aristotle), philosophical arguments
for the existence of God, the problem of evil and questions
surrounding the nature of body and soul. In Ethics students
will study utilitarianism, natural law and Kantian ethics, and
apply these theories to euthanasia and business ethics. In
the ‘Development in Religious Thought’ paper students will
examine philosophical and ethical concepts that underpin
Christianity; they will consider how Christians believe they
can have knowledge of God, Christian beliefs about life
after death and the key moral principles of Christianity.
Year 13
The second year builds on the content and skills acquired
in Year 12. In the philosophy section of the course students
will study the role and nature of religious language and
philosophical problems concerning the nature of God. In
Ethics students will explore topics including Meta-Ethics,
the conscience and sexual ethics. Students will also explore
concepts such as gender and society, the challenge of
secularism and Marx.
Future Opportunities
The study of Philosophy and Ethics equips students with
a variety of skills that are essential for many disciplines at
degree level. These skills include: essay writing, forming
and analysis of arguments and critical evaluation. Our
students go on to study a range of subjects at university
including Philosophy, English, History, Law and Psychology.

STUDENT PROFILE
Laura Cornbloom
Subjects studied
Maths, Chemistry, Geography and Physics
(AS)
Future Aspirations
After completing my A Levels, I aim to
attend a Russell Group University although
I am undecided on what to study and will
finalise this in the autumn.
Why did you want to study at St. Crispin’s?
I moved to St. Crispin’s to study for my
A Levels and one of the most appealing
aspects of the Sixth Form was the facilities
for both private study in the library and the
silent study area. The Science department
was also a draw and the facilities and
teachers have really allowed me to make
the most out of my time in school.
What do you most enjoy about St.
Crispin’s?
The freedom the Sixth Form offers in
allowing you to study independently while
still having teachers willing to help means
you can study in a way that suits you.
Extra-Curricular Activities
In Year 12 the Sixth Form team encouraged
me to complete a MOOC (Massive
Online Open Course). This developed
my knowledge of physical geography by
learning about the science behind climate
change and exposed me to a new subject:
Earth Sciences.
Additionally over the summer term I
had the opportunity to start an EPQ
on the theme of water, to develop my
independent research skills and academic
interests outside of the syllabus I follow.

Photography

Introduction
Photography is a creative course that allows students to
develop a passion for showing the world in a different light.
Each student will need access to a camera with fully manual
settings for independent shoots. There is a strong technical
element to this course with regard to understanding camera
settings and manipulating images through Photoshop.
The course includes visits to galleries and related
workshops.
Entry requirements
GCSE Photography or Art and Design at grade B or above.
Students who have not studied Photography or Art at GCSE
level will need to present examples of their work that have
been undertaken recently.
Course Content
Year 12
Students produce a series of mini projects to develop
technical skills and explore a range of approaches to
photography. The coursework portfolio (worth 60%)
includes critical analysis, recording project development
through power points, sketchbooks and experimental
studies, and concluding with highly refined final images. The
final exam (worth 40%) takes the form of an externally set
project which includes a preparation period followed by a
10 hour controlled assessment.
Year 13
Students produce a portfolio of work (worth 60%) based
on a theme or issue of personal interest. The final exam
(worth 40%) takes the form of an externally set project
which includes a preparation period followed by a 15 hour
controlled assessment.
Future Opportunities
An A Level in Photography provides foundation skills for
a wide range of careers that involve the visual arts. This
course could provide a pathway into a career such as
an animator, graphic designer, illustrator, photographer,
product designer, production designer or even a role in
theatre, television or film.

Physical Education

Introduction
The new specification in physical education will equip
students with a depth and breadth of knowledge,
understanding and skills relating to scientific, socio-cultural
and practical aspects of physical education. Students
will develop their ability to analyse and evaluate how to
improve performance and understand the contribution
which physical activity makes to health and fitness.
Entry requirements
GCSE PE grade B or above. A Grade B in Science is also
desirable. Students who have not studied PE at GCSE
level will be considered on an individual basis, taking into
account Science results and sporting ability.
Course Content
The theoretical part of the course is worth 70% of the final
grade. The topics covered over the full A Level course are
applied anatomy and exercise physiology, biomechanical
movement, skill acquisition, sport psychology, sport and
society and the role of technology in physical activity
and sport. In order for students to fully appreciate the
application of these theoretical concepts it is imperative
that they have a current interest in either playing or
coaching sport.
Students will also be assessed practically in one activity as
either a performer or a coach. This is worth 30% of the final
grade. Students will also complete a personal performance
portfolio which identifies where improvements can be
made in performance. They will then complete and apply
an action plan in relation to this.
Future Opportunities
Students who have previously completed the course have
gone on to study a variety of sports related courses at
university such as sports science, sports coaching, sports
psychology and physiotherapy. Other have also gone on to
a career in Public Services.
For those who do not wish to attend higher education, a
career in coaching, personal training or the leisure industry
would be possible after studying this subject.

Physics

Introduction
For many, Physics conjures up images of eccentric old
men locked in stuffy laboratories whilst deliberating higher
order theoretical equations. However, Physics is shedding
this image and has never been more exciting and there
are now an increasing number of girls taking the course.
The redesigned A Level is being taught by an experienced,
newly formed team here at St Crispin’s, with an emphasis
on generating fascination and excitement in understanding
how the world, and the universe, works. The course requires
motivated, hard-working students with good analytical
skills who are not afraid to think. This course also aims
to develop competence and confidence in a variety of
practical, mathematical and problem solving skills.
Entry requirements
GCSE Additional Science and Core Science at grade B or
above or GCSE Physics at grade B or above. Students also
need to be studying A Level Maths.
Course Content
Throughout the course practical skills in Physics are
developed by making measurements, analysing data and
looking at the physical quantities, units and nature of these
quantities.
In the first year students investigate forces and motion in
more detail, building on topics studied at GCSE, and looking
at the properties of materials. Electricity and quantum
behaviour of electrons and waves are investigated.
In the second year we look at the effects of temperature on
the behaviour of gases, at circular motion and oscillations
as well as electric, magnetic and gravitational fields. We
also look at the fields of nuclear physics, astrophysics and
cosmology.
Future Opportunities
Physics leads on to a wide range of courses and careers.
Students could use physics to support other qualifications,
or to progress on to further studies. Examples of other
studies could be medicine, engineering, electronics,
architecture, psychology, dentistry and pharmacy.
Employment opportunities could cover areas such as
radiography, biotechnology and even modelling in finance.
In fact, physics is recognised as an entry qualification for a
wide range of higher education courses and employment.

Product Design

Introduction
The design process, at its best, integrates the aspirations
of art, science, and culture; it is intelligence made visible.
Everything we touch or use has been designed by someone.
We often complain when an object does not live up to its
promise but good design is a lot like clear thinking made
visual, fitting seamlessly into our lives.
Product Design will equip students with design skills for the
future. Students will be able to recognise design needs and
develop an understanding of how current global issues,
including integrated technology, impact on our world.
Entry requirements
Students will need a grade B or above in any technology
GCSE.
Course Content
There are two components to the course.
• 50% is an independent design and make project. This
will cover four main areas of identifying opportunities for
design, designing a prototype, making a final prototype
and evaluating your own design and prototype skills.
• 50% will be a written knowledge based exam.
Future Opportunities
Following a Product Design course opens up a wide variety
of careers to students. To give just a few examples, students
have previously gone on to do degrees in aeronautical
engineering, architecture, art and design, electrical/
electronic engineering, education, engineering, materials
science and mechanical engineering. These degrees can
lead to careers in all aspects of design and graduates
can go on to become interior or product designers, CAD
technicians, architects or project managers.

Psychology

Introduction
This is a course for students who are interested in
human behaviour, what makes us different and how our
experiences shape and influence the way we behave.
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behaviour
and the AQA A Level gives an excellent introduction to
the ways human behaviour is studied and the different
approaches to explaining our behaviour.
This course is not only designed to give students a good
foundation in the subject but will also give an appreciation
of how Psychology can be applied to some critical issues in
society today. For example; why do people have OCD? How
do early childhood experiences affect adult life?
Entry requirements
• GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 5 or above.
• GCSE Science at grade C or above.
Course Content
In the first year, students gain a broad knowledge of the
different ways Psychologists explain and study human
behaviour. The areas covered include: Social Influence,
Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology and Research
Methods.
In the second year, students develop their understanding
of the different approaches to explaining human behaviour
and the issues associated with conducting research into
human behaviour. Students study three topics in depth:
Relationships, Schizophrenia and Aggression. Students also
study Biopsychology, which looks at the role of hormones
in influencing our behaviour and how damage to the brain
can affect its functioning.
Future Opportunities
This course provides a sound basis for further
undergraduate and postgraduate study leading to a
professional career in Psychology. Its focus on why and how
humans behave makes this subject useful for a career in
business or the public sector.
The skills and knowledge obtained from this A Level are
relevant to any career involving contact with other people.
Particularly relevant career options include marketing,
business development, accountancy, human resources,
forensic psychology, occupational therapy, clinical
psychology, educational psychology, the police, the law,
counselling, nursing and teaching.

Sociology

Introduction
Ever wondered how we developed into the society we are
today? How the way you see yourself determines the way
people identify you? Whether men or women are more
likely to commit a crime? AS and A Level Sociology will help
you to make sense of the society we live in and understand
the cultural and identity issues which affect us all.
Students will learn a number of skills including the use
of evidence to support your arguments, research skills
and critical thinking. Students will learn about topics that
are relevant to everyday life; plus it opens the door to a
fantastic range of interesting careers.
Entry requirements
GCSE English Language and Maths at grade 4 or above.
Course Content
In the first year students learn about culture and identity,
social stratification and differentiation, and study in
depth Education including teacher/student relationships,
education policy and its relationship to the economy and
class structure. Students also learn about how Sociologists
carry out research and the application of research methods
to the study of Education. Students study a further
topic from a choice of Culture and Identity, Families and
Households, Health or Work, Poverty and Welfare.
In the second year students study Crime and Deviance
- theories and research - and one topic from Beliefs in
society, Global development, the Media or Stratification
and differentiation
Future Opportunities
Where will AS and A Level Sociology take you?
According to bestcourse4me.com the top six degree
courses taken by students who have an A Level in sociology
are: Sociology • Psychology • English studies • Business
studies • Law • Teaching.
Possible career options
Studying Sociology at university can give you a whole host
of exciting career options, including: Social work • Human
resources • Advertising • Policing • Marketing • Journalism •
Law • Teaching.

Textiles

Introduction
Textile Design is a versatile discipline that involves the
creation, selection, manipulation and application of a
range of materials and processes in order to produce
fabrics for different purposes. Textile designers are
expected to work in a multi-disciplinary way to create
ideas, concepts, materials and techniques for different
applications, for example fashion and clothing. Textile
design can also be interpreted as a personal and individual
fine art discipline, being used to create installations, mixed
media constructions, tapestries, three dimensional pieces,
application, soft sculpture and wall hangings.
Entry requirements
GSCE Textiles Technology at grade B or above or Art and
Design at grade B or above.
Course Content
We follow the Edexcel Art A Level course, but utilise the
Textile Design component.
Initially when students join us we will complete a project
which will allow students to experiment and explore textile
design and produce a small outcome. Thereafter, 60%
of the course is a Personal Investigation. There are three
main elements to this investigation, which are: supporting
studies, practical outcome and a written personal study to
explain your investigation, findings and solutions.
The remaining 40% of the course is an externally set
assignment. Students will generate and develop ideas
through primary and contextual sources. They will then
work through a 15 hour period of sustained focus (this
will take place over the course of a week) to complete a
practical outcome.
Future Opportunities
Following the successful completion of A Level Textile
Design there are many possible career paths to follow.
These could include magazine editing, graphic design,
journalism or a career in styling. More practical career
options linked to the course could be designing women’s
and men’s wear, sportswear or costume design. Students
could explore the world of interior design or work in retail
as a buyer or merchandiser.

BTEC in Applied Science (Level 3)

Introduction
BTEC Applied Science is a subject for those who have
a keen interest in Science, but wish to study in a more
applied, vocational way rather than following the traditional
route. This course allows the development of a whole host
of skills such as real-world practical skills, organisational
skills and those needed to develop and present large
projects.
The field of Science is constantly developing, with new
technologies such as DNA sequencing becoming more
prevalent, nanomaterials being used to make amazing new
materials and the human race searching further into space.
Science is on the rise and is getting more media coverage
each week. This is a great opportunity to get involved in this
exciting time for the industry.
Entry requirements
GCSE Additional Science at a grade C is required, or GCSE
Biology, Chemistry or Physics at a grade D.
Alternatively, Level 2 BTEC Applied Science at a Merit level
would be accepted.
Course Content
The new course is split into four units: three compulsory
and one optional.
Unit 1: Principles and applications of Science – This covers
fundamental concepts in Biology, Chemistry and Physics,
delivered in a vocational context.
Unit 2: Practical scientific procedures – This focuses on
analytical procedures used by scientists in real world.
Unit 3: Science investigation skills which focuses on the
skills that all scientists need such as planning and analysing
investigations
.
A further coursework-based unit will be studied in year 2
of the course, to be chosen from 9 possible units, including
Human Physiology, Organic Chemistry and Astronomy.
Future Opportunities
This level 3 BTEC National carries UCAS points as a
traditional A Level subject would, and so is a viable
alternative for students wishing to pursue further
studies in science. This can include nursing, criminology,
environmental science, psychology, sport and exercise
science, forensic science and engineering.
Alternatively, those who complete the course may choose
to follow other pathways, whether they be apprenticeships
or using their skills in the workplace.

Cambridge Technical in Business (Level 3)

Introduction
Businesses are at the heart of the economy and this course
is an ideal foundation for students to gain a theoretical
background reinforced with practical skills that can be
transferred into the workplace.
This course offers two years to investigate the world of
business through an exam-free vocational qualification
that is designed to offer a work-focused alternative to A
Levels. Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate
and develop the practical application of knowledge and
understanding in various areas of work and to develop
research skills both independently and as a group. The two
year course is equivalent to an A Level.
Course Content
Year One
• The business environment – understanding the different
types of business and how they are influenced by the
wider environment
• Business resources – developing an understanding
of managing core resources available to businesses,
including human, physical, technological and financial
business teams
Year Two
• Marketing – the role of market research and how it
contributes to market planning and the marketing mix
• Business accounting – creating some of the most
common financial accounting methods, including ratios
to determine business performance
Future Opportunities
The course will help to provide students with investigative
and problem solving skills that can be applied to most areas
of further education and employment. Subject specific
career paths include: law, banking, accountancy, finance,
marketing, management, human resources and any area of
business operations.
Financial services is a leading sector in the UK and a Level 3
qualification in Business gives students a strong foothold in
this growing industry.

St. Crispin’s School
Ginny Rhodes, Headteacher
London Road Wokingham
Berkshire RG40 1SS
Telephone: 0118 978 1144
E-mail: contact@crispins.co.uk
Additional information is
available on the website:
www.crispins.co.uk

BTEC Nationals in Engineering
(Level 3 Extended Certificate)

Introduction
According to one of the most famous astronauts, Neil
Armstrong, “Engineering helped create a world in which
no injustice could be hidden”. In fact the world as we
know it would cease to function without engineers. The
internet, mobile phone, transport - it is the engineer who
makes these possible. Engineering is a subject with almost
limitless opportunities and electronic engineering is one of
the fastest-growing and most dynamic fields of engineering.
The course will prepare you for an electronics career which
could take you to the cutting edge of technology. Almost
every area of life involves electronics, from mobile phones
to cars to aeroplanes and from our television sets to
complex medical equipment.
Entry requirements
Level 2 Engineering at distinction level or above, or GCSE
Maths at grade 5.
Course Content
The course will teach students the basics about analogue
and digital circuits and then progress on to more complex
elements. This includes the use and behaviours of
components such as resistors, capacitors, diodes, and
transistors. You will study the principles and applications
of electronic devices and circuits, and also the application
of analogue electronics as well as computer aided
manufacture, robotics and health and safety. This course is
broken down into four units over two years:
• Engineering principles (external assessment)
• Engineering product design and manufacture (external
assessment)
• Delivery of engineering processes safely as a team
• Electronic devices and circuits
Future Opportunities
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate in Engineering is a wellrespected qualification and provides UCAS points for entry
into Higher Education. Combining Physics and Mathematics
with BTEC Engineering will give you the grounding to
study electronics-related subjects at a higher level and will
prepare you for university and a career in areas such as
electrical and electronics engineering, one of the broadest
and most dynamic of the engineering disciplines. If you
would like to go into employment at this stage then there
are opportunities at engineering technician level that
could make a positive step towards a career in electronic
engineering.

BTEC in Health and Social Care (Level 3)

Introduction
The course is designed to provide students with a specialist
work-related qualification in health and social care which is
recognised by employers and universities. It allows students
to develop a wide ranging theoretical education whilst also
gaining valuable work experience in this demanding field.
An essential part of the course looks at the functions of the
body and factors affecting its growth and development.
This is a comprehensive course for individuals wanting to
progress into higher education and/or a career in a wide
range of professions within the fields of health and social
care. It provides a specialist work-related programme of
study, equivalent to one A Level.

BTEC in Sport (Level 3)

Introduction
The Level 3 BTEC in Sport is an innovative and vocational
based course aimed at students with a real interest in
the sports sector and what it has to offer. There is a large
practical element and students are required to apply the
content to a variety of sporting contexts such as a fitness
trainer and sports coach. The course builds on students’
knowledge from the Level 2 BTEC in Sport and GCSE
Physical Education courses offered in Years 10 and 11.
We offer 2 courses at St. Crispin’s:
1. Subsidiary Diploma in Sport - This is equivalent to 1 A
Levels’
2. Diploma in Sport - This is equivalent to 2 A Levels’

Entry requirements
GCSE Health and Social Care at grade C or above or BTEC in
Health and Social Care (Level 2) at Merit or above or GCSE
English Language at grade 4 or above.

Entry requirements
GCSE PE at grade C or above or BTEC in Sport (Level 2) at
merit or above.

A DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check will be
completed prior to any work experience undertaken.

Course Content
Across the 2 courses the following units will be covered:

Course Content
Students will study a range of subjects including ‘Human
Growth and Development’ and ‘Working within Health
and Social Care’; both of these units are assessed via
formal written examination. Further units to be studied
include ‘Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs’ and
‘Physiological Disorders and their Care’. Both of these units
are assessed internally via coursework.
Integral to the course will be trips to the Royal Berkshire
Hospital and other local health and social care settings,
such as pre-school nurseries and schools, residential
care centres, drug and alcohol rehabilitation centres,
pharmacists, day centres for the elderly or people with
special needs, hospices for people with terminal illnesses
and hostels for the homeless.
Future Opportunities
Progression on to undergraduate courses at universities
in a variety of health related fields is encouraged. There
are a number of health/science related degrees offered
at our local and national universities including nursing,
social work, radiography, medical technician, occupational
therapy, teaching, mental health and operating department
practitioner.

Year 1

Year 2

Subsidiary Diploma
Principles of Anatomy and
Physiology in Sport
The Physiology of Fitness
Assessing Risk in Sport
Fitness Testing for Sports
and Exercise.

Fitness Training and
Programming
Sports Nutrition
Sports Coaching

Diploma
Principles of Anatomy and
Physiology in Sport
The Physiology of Fitness
Assessing Risk in Sport
Fitness Testing for Sports
and Exercise.
Psychology of Sport
The Athletes Lifestyle
Technical and Tactical
Skills in Sport
Fitness Training and
Programming
Sports Nutrition
Sports Coaching
Rules Regulations and
Officials in Sport
Analysis of Sports
Performance
Sports Injuries

Students who decide to follow the Diploma pathway will
need to put BTEC in Sport in 2 option blocks.
Future Opportunities
Both courses provide an excellent foundation for students
who wish to study a sports related course at university,
such as Sport Sciences, or seek employment within the
leisure industry. The diverse nature of the courses give
students a broad and balanced experience that will prepare
them well for a Sports career pathway.

